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 The Scoping Report for the North Wales Connection Project was issued on 1.1.1

4th May 2016 and the Scoping Opinion was issued by the Secretary of 

State (SoS) on 1st July 2016.  This document sets out the SoS’s opinion 

as to the information which is included in the Environmental Statement 

(ES) that accompanies the application for a Development Consent Order 

(DCO) under the Planning Act 2008, and how and where each point has 

been addressed in the Environmental Statement.  

 

 

 

1 Introduction 
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 Table 1 provides information on how and where each of the comments 2.1.1

raised by the SoS have been addressed.   

 The Secretary of State has taken account of responses received from 2.1.2

statutory consultees in adopting the Scoping Opinion.  As recommended at 

paragraph 1.13 of the Scoping Opinion section 2 provides a series of 

tables summarising the scoping responses from the consultation bodies 

and how these comments have been addressed.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2 Secretary of State  
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Table 1: Responses to the Secretary of State’s Scoping Opinion 

Section Reference  Comment  How the comment has been addressed  

Introduction  

Background 

1.1 On 23 May 2016, the Secretary of State received a 

Scoping Report submitted by National Grid Electricity 

Transmission Plc (‘the Applicant’) under regulation 8 

of the Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact 

Assessment) regulations 2009 (SI 2263) (as 

amended) (‘the EIA Regulations’) in order to request a 

scoping opinion for the proposed North Wales 

Connection (‘the proposed development’). This 

Opinion is made in response to the request and 

should be read in conjunction with the Applicant’s 

Scoping Report.   

Noted.  

1.2 The Applicant has formally provided notification under 

Regulation 6(1) (b) of the EIA Regulations that it 

proposes to provide an ES in respect of the proposed 

development. Therefore, in accordance with 

Regulation 4(2) (a) of the EIA Regulations, the 

proposed development is determined to be EIA 

development.    

Noted.  
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Table 1: Responses to the Secretary of State’s Scoping Opinion 

Section Reference  Comment  How the comment has been addressed  

1.3 The EIA Regulations enable an Applicant, before 

making an application for an order granting 

development consent, to ask the Secretary of State to 

state in writing their formal opinion (a ‘scoping 

opinion’) on the information to be provided in the 

environmental statement (ES).     

Noted. 

1.4 Before adopting a scoping opinion the Secretary of 

State must take into account:   

(a) the specific characteristics of the particular 

development;   

(b) the specific characteristics of the development of 

the type concerned; and   

(c) environmental features likely to be affected by the 

development’.   

Noted. 

1.5 This Opinion sets out what information the Secretary 

of State considers should be included in the ES for 

the proposed development.   

The Opinion has taken account of:    

Noted. 
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Table 1: Responses to the Secretary of State’s Scoping Opinion 

Section Reference  Comment  How the comment has been addressed  

 the EIA Regulations;   

 the nature and scale of the proposed 

development;  

 the nature of the receiving environment; and   

 current best practice in the preparation of an 

ES.    

1.6 The Secretary of State has also taken account of the 

responses received from the statutory consultees 

(see Appendix 3 of this Opinion). The matters 

addressed by the Applicant have been carefully 

considered and use has been made of professional 

judgement and experience in order to adopt this 

Opinion. It should be noted that when it comes to 

consider the ES, the Secretary of State will take 

account of relevant legislation and guidelines (as 

appropriate). The Secretary of State will not be 

precluded from requiring additional information if it is 

considered necessary in connection with the ES 

submitted with the application when considering the 

application for a development consent order (DCO).    

Noted. 

1.7 This Opinion should not be construed as implying that 

the Secretary of State agrees with the information or 

Noted. 
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Table 1: Responses to the Secretary of State’s Scoping Opinion 

Section Reference  Comment  How the comment has been addressed  

comments provided by the Applicant in their request 

for an opinion from the Secretary of State. In 

particular, comments from the Secretary of State in 

this Opinion are without prejudice to any decision 

taken by the Secretary of State (following submission 

of the application) that any development identified by 

the Applicant is necessarily to be treated as part of 

the nationally significant infrastructure project (NSIP), 

or through a separate consent regime where required.   

1.8 Regulation 8(3) of the EIA Regulations states that a 

request for a scoping opinion must include:    

(a) a plan sufficient to identify the land;   

(b) a brief description of the nature and purpose of the 

development and of its possible effects on the 

environment; and   

(c) such other information or representations as the 

person making the request may wish to provide or 

make.   

(EIA Regulation 8 (3))   

Noted. 
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Table 1: Responses to the Secretary of State’s Scoping Opinion 

Section Reference  Comment  How the comment has been addressed  

1.9 The Secretary of State considers that this has been 

provided in the Applicant’s Scoping Report.   

Noted. 

The Secretary of State’s Consultation 

1.10 The Secretary of State has a duty under Regulation 

8(6) of the EIA Regulations to consult widely before 

adopting a scoping opinion. A full list of the 

consultation bodies is provided at Appendix 2. A list 

has also been compiled by the Secretary of State 

under their duty to notify the consultation bodies in 

accordance with Regulation 9(1) (a). The Applicant 

should note that whilst the Secretary of State’s list can 

inform their consultation, it should not be relied upon 

for that purpose.     

Noted. 

1.11 The list of respondents who replied within the 

statutory timeframe and whose comments have been 

taken into account in the preparation of this Opinion is 

provided at Appendix 2, along with copies of their 

comments at Appendix 3, to which the Applicant 

should refer in undertaking the EIA.   

Noted. 

 

 



Environmental Statement Appendix 5.1  
Schedule Of Responses To The Scoping Opinion 
Document Number 5.5.2.1 Page 8 

North Wales Connection Project  

Table 1: Responses to the Secretary of State’s Scoping Opinion 

Section Reference  Comment  How the comment has been addressed  

1.12 The Secretary of State has received a consultation 

response from Mechell Community Council written in 

the Welsh language. This is provided at Appendix 3 of 

this Opinion and covers the issues of the local tourist 

industry, house values and electromagnetic fields.    

Noted. 

1.13 The ES submitted by the Applicant should 

demonstrate consideration of the points raised by the 

consultation bodies. It is recommended that a table is 

provided in the ES summarising the scoping 

responses from the consultation bodies and how they 

are, or are not, addressed in the ES.   

These are provided in section 2 of this appendix.  

Comments raised by stakeholders on the PEIR 

are provided in Appendix 5.2 (Document 

5.5.2.2) and comments provided by stakeholder 

on the stakeholder review of the draft ES are 

provided in Appendix 5.3 (Document 5.5.2.3).  

1.14 Any consultation responses received after the 

statutory deadline for receipt of comments will not be 

taken into account within this Opinion.  Late 

responses will be forwarded to the Applicant and will 

be made available on the Planning Inspectorate’s 

website.  The Applicant should also give due 

consideration to those comments in carrying out the 

EIA.   

Noted. 

Structure of the Document  
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Table 1: Responses to the Secretary of State’s Scoping Opinion 

Section Reference  Comment  How the comment has been addressed  

1.15 This Opinion is structured as follows:   

• Section 1 – Introduction;   

• Section 2 – The proposed development;   

• Section 3 – EIA approach and topic areas; and 

• Section 4 – Other information.   

Noted. 

1.16 This Opinion is accompanied by the following 

Appendices:   

• Appendix 1  – Presentation of the 

environmental statement;    

• Appendix 2  – List of bodies formally 

consulted; and   

• Appendix 3 – Respondents to consultation 

and copies of replies.   

Noted. 

The Proposed Development 

Introduction  
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Table 1: Responses to the Secretary of State’s Scoping Opinion 

Section Reference  Comment  How the comment has been addressed  

2.1 The following is a summary of the information on the 

proposed development and its site and surroundings 

prepared by the Applicant and included in their 

Scoping Report.  The information has not been 

verified and it has been assumed that the information 

provided reflects the existing knowledge of the 

proposed development and the potential 

receptors/resources.   

Noted. 

The Applicant’s Information  

Overview of the Proposed Development  

2.2 The proposed development is for a new 400 kilovolt 

(kV) connection between an existing substation at 

Wylfa on Anglesey and an existing National Grid 

substation at Pentir in Gwynedd.  The connection 

would facilitate the export of power from the proposed 

Wylfa Newydd Generating Station (which does not 

form part of the Proposed Development) to the 

National Grid.    

Noted. 

2.3 There is an existing 400kV overhead electricity line 

which connects the existing Wylfa power station to the 

National Grid assessed whether there was 

sufficient capacity available in the existing 
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Table 1: Responses to the Secretary of State’s Scoping Opinion 

Section Reference  Comment  How the comment has been addressed  

existing substation at Pentir.  However a second 

connection is required as only 1,800MW of power 

generation can be allowed on any single overhead 

line and the Wylfa Newydd Generating station is 

proposed to have a total output of 2,800MW.    

transmission system in North Wales to 

accommodate the changes resulting from new 

customer connections from Horizon Nuclear 

Power (HNP) who has applied to National Grid to 

connect their proposed new nuclear power 

station (2940 MW) and a further five ‘customers’ 

with proposed generation projects in North 

Wales; a total of 5,419 MW. From the 

assessment, National Grid forecasted that 

without reinforcement, the transmission system 

would not be compliant with the National 

Electricity Transmission System Security and 

Quality of Supply Standard (NETS SQSS) (from 

2026 onwards.  The NETS SQSS is a document 

that sets out certain criteria with which National 

Grid must comply in planning, developing and 

operating the transmission system.  To ensure 

compliance a second 400 kV connection is 

required between the Wylfa and Pentir 

Substations.  Further details about the need for 

this second connection are set out in full in the 

North Wales Connection Project, Project Need 

Case (Document 7.1). 
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Table 1: Responses to the Secretary of State’s Scoping Opinion 

Section Reference  Comment  How the comment has been addressed  

2.4 In summary, the proposed development would 

include:    

 construction of approximately 30km of 400kV 

transmission line (including transpositions) 

between Wylfa and Pentir, which would 

primarily comprise overhead lines on pylons 

but would also include:   

 underground cables (locations have not been 

identified) installed by either direct 

burial/trenching, horizontal directional drilling 

(HDD), a cable tunnel or pipe jacking/micro-

tunnelling;   

 crossing the Menai Strait - the options 

described in paragraph 2.6.8 of the Scoping 

Report are going under the Strait or integrating 

cable into the deck of the Britannia Bridge;   

 sealing end compounds (SECs) to provide the 

point of connection between overhead lines 

and underground cables, each approximately 

70m x 40m with a terminal overhead line pylon 

approximately 13m high, a control room and a   

permanent access road;   

Since the SoS Scoping Opinion the design of the 

Proposed Development has been refined.  

Details about the Proposed Development are 

provided in Chapter 3 Description of the 

Proposed Development (Document 5.3).   
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Table 1: Responses to the Secretary of State’s Scoping Opinion 

Section Reference  Comment  How the comment has been addressed  

 two tunnel head houses (if a tunnel option is 

used for crossing the Menai Strait) each 

approximately 20m x 20m and 7m high with a 

permanent access road;   

 upgrade works at the existing Wylfa substation 

and an extension to the existing substation at 

Pentir; and  

 enabling works, including laydown areas, 

construction compounds and highway works.    

2.5 The precise route of the electrical connection and 

locations of the pylons have not yet been determined; 

therefore the Scoping Report presents a Scoping 

Study Area (also referred to in the Scoping Report as 

a ‘Scoping Corridor’) as illustrated on Figure 2.1. This 

encompasses all potential route options, search areas 

for SECs and cable crossing options. It includes all 

land to be used for construction accesses, laydown 

areas and construction compounds. The Scoping 

Report confirms that the proposed development is 

subject to further consultation and development.    

Since the SoS Scoping Opinion the design of the 

Proposed Development has been refined.  The 

proposed OHL is routed for approximately 29.5 

km from Wylfa Substation on the north coast of 

Anglesey to Braint THH/CSEC to the south-west 

of Llanfairpwll.  The connection is then placed in 

a tunnel under the Menai Strait for approximately 

4 km to Tŷ Fodol THH/CSEC south of A4087 in 

north-west Gwynedd.  There is then a further 

approximate 1.1 km section of OHL from Tŷ 

Fodol THH/CSEC to Pentir Substation. 

For ease of geographical referencing sections 

have been identified along the route of the 
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Table 1: Responses to the Secretary of State’s Scoping Opinion 

Section Reference  Comment  How the comment has been addressed  

Proposed Development. The Sections are 

illustrated on Figure 3.1 (Document 5.3.1.1) and 

comprise: 

 Section A Wylfa to Rhosgoch; 

 Section B Rhosgoch to Llandyfrydog; 

 Section C Llandyfrydog to B5110 north of 

Talwrn; 

 Section D B5110 north of Talwrn to Ceint; 

 Section E Ceint to the Afon Braint; and 

 Section F Afon Braint to Pentir. 

A more detailed description of the Proposed 

Development is provided in Chapter 3 Proposed 

Development Description (Document 5.3).  

2.6 Figure 2.1 of the Scoping Report identifies five search 

areas for the SECs on both the Anglesey side (three 

options) and Gwynedd side (two options) of the Menai 

Strait.    

Noted. 

2.7 The locations of the tunnel head houses (if required) 

have not been determined at this stage.    

Both locations of the THHs have been 

determined.  Locations include Braint THH and 

Tŷ Fodol THH, as illustrated on Figure 3.2 
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Table 1: Responses to the Secretary of State’s Scoping Opinion 

Section Reference  Comment  How the comment has been addressed  

(Document 5.3.1.2). 

2.8 Further details of the proposed development are 

provided in Section 2.6 of the Scoping Report.    

Noted.  

2.9 In addition to the works detailed above, work is also 

required to strengthen the National Grid’s existing 

electricity network between Pentir and Trawsfynydd in 

Gwynedd. These works would ensure that all the 

power generation in North Wales can be 

accommodated on the transmission system following 

the connection of Wylfa Newydd generating station. 

They are referred to by the Applicant as ‘Wider 

Works’ which do not form part of the proposed 

development and would be consented either as 

permitted development or under the Town and 

Country Planning Act 1990.  A description of the 

Wider Works is provided in paragraph 1.3.9 and 

shown on Figure 17.1 of the Scoping Report.   

A description of the Wider Works and potential 

combined effects with the Proposed 

Development are set out in Chapter 21 

(Document 5.21).  

Description of the site and surrounding area 

2.10 The Scoping Study Area covers a corridor from Wylfa 

Power Station in the north of Anglesey to Pentir 

The proposed route of the OHL is described in 

Chapter 3 Proposed Development Description 
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Table 1: Responses to the Secretary of State’s Scoping Opinion 

Section Reference  Comment  How the comment has been addressed  

substation in the north of Gwynedd.  The route 

generally follows that of the existing overhead line 

described above.   

(Document 5.3).  

2.11 It is a predominantly rural area which encompasses a 

number of small settlements and individual 

houses/farmhouses, as well as a number of roads, 

watercourses, drains and ponds. The Scoping Study 

Area broadens at the southern end where it crosses 

the Menai Strait. Here, it encompasses larger 

settlements; a railway; and a number of roads 

including the A55, the Menai Bridge and the Britannia 

Bridge.    

Noted.  

2.12 Eight Public Rights of Way (PRoWs), the Wales 

Coast Path, and National Cycle Routes 5, 8 and 566 

pass through the Scoping Study Area.        

Public Rights of Way (PRoWs) have been 

assessed in a number of the technical chapters, 

where these fall within the study area for each 

chapter they are set out in the baseline of the 

chapter (Documents 5.7 to 5.18).  A PRoW 

Management Plan (Document 7.6) has been 

provided this document sets out how each of the 

PRoW affected by the Proposed Development 

would be managed during construction.  
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Table 1: Responses to the Secretary of State’s Scoping Opinion 

Section Reference  Comment  How the comment has been addressed  

2.13 The Anglesey Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty 

(AONB) overlaps (by approximately 500m) the 

eastern edge of the Scoping Study Area at 

Maenaddwyn.   

Noted.  

2.14 Statutory and non-statutory ecologically designated 

sites within the Scoping Study Area and a 2km buffer 

surrounding the site are shown on Figures 6.1 and 6.2 

of the Scoping Report. The following designated sites 

are located within the Scoping Study Area:   

 Tre’r Gof Site of Special Scientific Interest 

(SSSI);   

 Llyn Alaw SSSI;   

 Corsydd Môn a Llyn / Anglesey and Llyn Fens 

Ramsar site;   

 Corsydd Mon / Anglesey Fens Special Area of 

Conservation (SAC);   

 Cors Erddreiniog SSSI;    

 Cors Erddreiniog National Nature Reserve 

(NNR);   

 Caeau Talwrn SSSI;    

Designed sites are assessed in Chapter 9, 

Ecology and Nature Conservation (Document 

5.9).  The sites within the study area are set out 

in section 7 of that document.  
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Table 1: Responses to the Secretary of State’s Scoping Opinion 

Section Reference  Comment  How the comment has been addressed  

 Coedydd Afon Menai SSSI;   

 Glannau Porthaethwy SSSI;    

 Y Fenai a Bae Conwy / Menai Strait and 

Conwy Bay SAC; and  

 Sgistiau Glas Ynys Mon SSSI (geological).   

2.15 Within the Scoping Corridor there are 25 Scheduled 

Ancient Monuments (SAMs), 223 Listed Buildings 

(four Grade I, 17 Grade II*, and 202 Grade II), two 

Registered Parks and Gardens (RPGs), four 

Conservation Areas, one Designated Wreck Site, one 

Registered Landscape of Outstanding Historic 

Interest (LoHI), and 651 non-designated heritage 

assets.  Designated heritage assets are listed in 

Appendix 7.1 and shown on Figure 7.1 of the Scoping 

Report.   

Historic Environment assets are assessed in 

Chapter 10 Historic Environment (Document 

5.10).   The designed and non-designated assets 

within the study area are set out in section 7 of 

that document.  

2.16 The Scoping Study Area crosses areas of Flood 

Zones 1, 2 and 3; these are shown on Figure 9.3 of 

the Scoping Report.    

Flood zones are with the study area are set out 

in Chapter 12 Water Quality, Resources and 

Flood Risk (Document 5.12) and the Flood 

Consequences Assessments (Documents 

5.12.2.1 to 5.12.2.4).  
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Table 1: Responses to the Secretary of State’s Scoping Opinion 

Section Reference  Comment  How the comment has been addressed  

2.17 The Scoping Study Area falls entirely within the 

Western Wales River Basin District (RBD) and 

crosses the Alaw and Cefni Reservoir Catchment and 

Drinking Water Protected Areas.   

The relevant River Basin District (RBD) 

Reservoir Catchment and Drinking Water 

Protected Areas are set out in Chapter 12 Water 

Quality, Resources and Flood Risk (Document 

5.12) 

2.18 The majority of the Scoping Study Area is underlain 

by an aquifer, as shown in Figure 8.3 of the Scoping 

Report.    

Aquifers relevant to the Proposed Development 

are set out in Chapter 11 Geology, Hydrogeology 

and Ground Conditions (Document 5.11).  

2.19 The Scoping Study Area crosses a Coal Mining 

Report Area, Surface Coal Resource Area and 

Development High Risk Area to the east of Llangefni.   

Coal Mining areas relevant to the Proposed 

Development are set out in Chapter 11 Geology, 

Hydrogeology and Ground Conditions 

(Document 5.11). 

2.20 Agricultural land classification (ALC) within the 

Scoping Study Area varies from Grade 2 (very good 

quality) to Grade 5 (very poor quality). A number of 

land parcels within the Scoping Study Area participate 

in an Agri-Environmental Scheme (AES).   

The ALC and any Agri-Environmental Scheme 

(AES) within the Order Limits are set out in 

Chapter, Agriculture (Document 5.18).  

2.21 A number of potentially contaminative land uses have 

been identified in Section 5 of the Scoping Study Area 

(at the southern end around the Menai Strait); these 

Contaminative land uses relevant to the 

Proposed Development are set out in Chapter 11 

Geology, Hydrogeology and Ground Conditions 
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Table 1: Responses to the Secretary of State’s Scoping Opinion 

Section Reference  Comment  How the comment has been addressed  

are detailed in paragraphs 8.5.44-8.5.45 and 

illustrated on Figure 8.6-8.15 of the Scoping Report.    

(Document 5.11). 

2.22 Snowdonia National Park lies approximately 7 km to 

the south-east of the existing Pentir substation.  

Mount Snowdon is approximately 16km from the 

proposed development at its nearest point.     

Noted.  

2.23 Within Anglesey, the overhead line is located close to 

Plas Newydd RPG.  Within Gwynedd, the overhead 

line is located immediately adjacent to Vaynol RPG.    

Noted.  

Alternatives  

2.24 Section 2 of the Scoping Report details how the 

proposed development has evolved and the 

alternatives that have been considered. It provides 

details of the following reports:   

 Strategic options report (2012 and revised in 

January 2015);  

 Route Corridor Options Report (October 2012);   

 Preferred Route Corridor Report (January 

2015); and   

Chapter 2, Alternatives and Proposed 

Development History (Document 5.2) details 

how the proposed development has evolved and 

the alternatives that have been considered.  

Further information on the evolution of the 

Proposed Development is set out in the Design 

Report (Document 7.17).  
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Table 1: Responses to the Secretary of State’s Scoping Opinion 

Section Reference  Comment  How the comment has been addressed  

 Wylfa to Pentir Options Report (October 2015).   

2.25 The Scoping Report details how the environmental 

effects of alternative options were taken into 

consideration in all of these reports.    

Chapter 2, Alternatives and Proposed 

Development History (Document 5.2) details 

how the environmental effects of alternative 

options were taken into consideration. 

Proposed Access  

2.26 Temporary access tracks would be required to the 

site of each pylon base area. Access would be either 

from existing accesses (which may need to be 

widened) or temporary new accesses.    

Chapter 4, Construction, Operation, Maintenance 

and Decommissioning of the Proposed 

Development (Document 5.4) provides a 

description of access tracks and bellmouths.  

Figure 4.1 (Document 5.4.1.1) illustrates the 

location of the proposed access tracks and 

bellmouths.   

2.27 Where access routes cross watercourses, permanent 

or temporary culverts would be installed if existing 

bridges or culverts are unsuitable.  Free-span bridges 

might be required in some locations.    

Chapter 4, Construction, Operation, Maintenance 

and Decommissioning of the Proposed 

Development (Document 5.4) provides a 

description of bridge crossings.  Figure 4.1 

(Document 5.4.1.1) illustrates the location of the 

bridge crossings and Appendix 3.2 (Document 

5.3.2.2) provides an indicative watercourse 

crossing schedule setting out how each 
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Table 1: Responses to the Secretary of State’s Scoping Opinion 

Section Reference  Comment  How the comment has been addressed  

watercourse would be crossed.    

Construction  

2.28 Construction of the overhead line is detailed in 

Section 2.7 of the Scoping Report. It is anticipated to 

commence in 2019 and be completed by 2025.    

Chapter 4, Construction, Operation, Maintenance 

and Decommissioning of the Proposed 

Development (Document 5.4) provides a 

description of how the overhead line would be 

constructed and a high level construction 

programme.  

2.29 Construction would require the preparation of 

construction compounds and temporary access roads 

to each pylon site and the construction of temporary 

stone pads adjacent to each new pylon. Some 

temporary scaffolding would be required to protect 

roads, railways, PRoWs and distribution network 

overheard lines which would be crossed by the new 

line.    

Chapter 4, Construction, Operation, Maintenance 

and Decommissioning of the Proposed 

Development (Document 5.4) provides a 

description of how the Proposed Development 

would be constructed. 

2.30 Pylon foundations would be piled or excavated and 

would comprise steelwork encased in pre-mixed 

concrete.  The steelwork for the pylons would be 

delivered in pre-constructed sections and assembled 

Chapter 4, Construction, Operation, Maintenance 

and Decommissioning of the Proposed 

Development (Document 5.4) provides a 

description of how the Proposed Development 
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on site using a mobile crane.  The wires (conductors) 

would be installed using a pulling machine at a pulling 

site, or using a helicopter where it is not possible to 

run the pilot wires from ground level.    

would be constructed. 

2.31 Post construction, temporary access tracks and the 

working areas at the pylon site would be removed and 

soil restored to their previous condition.     

Noted. 

2.32 Installation of the underground cables would be by 

direct burial (trenching); HDD; a bored tunnel with a 

diameter of approximately 4-5m; or pipe 

jacking/micro-tunnelling. These methods are detailed 

in Section 2.8 of the Scoping Report.    

Installation of the underground cables would be 

achieved by tunnelling, using either a tunnel 

boring machine (TBM) or the drill and blast 

method, as detailed in Chapter 4 Construction, 

Operation, Maintenance and Decommissioning 

of the Proposed Development (Document 5.4).   

2.33 Low level directional lighting would be used where 

necessary during core working hours and for any 

works undertaken outside of the normal working 

hours.    

This is controlled by measure GP85 and GP86 in 

the Construction Environmental Management 

Plan (CEMP) (Document 7.4) which is secured 

by Requirement 6 of the draft DCO (Document 

2.1).  

2.34 Appendix 4.1 of the Scoping Report comprises a draft 

Construction Environmental Management Plan 

A CEMP (Document 7.4) has been provided, 

which is secured by Requirement 6 of the draft 



Environmental Statement Appendix 5.1  
Schedule Of Responses To The Scoping Opinion 
Document Number 5.5.2.1 Page 24 

North Wales Connection Project  

Table 1: Responses to the Secretary of State’s Scoping Opinion 

Section Reference  Comment  How the comment has been addressed  

(CEMP). This outlines the contractors’ approach to 

environmental management throughout the 

construction phase.    

DCO (Document 2.1). 

2.35 The draft CEMP identifies the core working hours as 

between the hours of 0700 to 1900 hours Monday to 

Saturday and between 0700 and 1700 hours on 

Sundays. Some works would be required outside of 

these core hours, for example activities that require 

continuous 24 hour operations such as tunnelling, 

HDD and test activities.    

The working hours are set out in CEMP measure 

GP11 and are secured by Requirement 8 of the 

draft DCO (Document 2.1).  

2.36 The number of jobs likely to be created during the 

construction phase has not been stated within the 

Scoping Report.    

The assessment of socio-economic effects, 

Chapter 17 Socio Economics (Document 5.17) 

reports that the peak workforce is expected to be 

in the region of 450 workers, and that this will 

create a total of 30 jobs in the local economy. 

Operation and maintenance  

2.37 The life expectancy of the overhead line elements of 

the proposed development are:   

 pylons - approximately 80 years;   

The operation and maintenance of the Proposed 

Development is detailed in Chapter 4 

Construction, Operation, Maintenance and 

Decommissioning of the Proposed Development 
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 conductors - approximately 60 years; and   

 insulators and fittings – approximately 25-50 

years.   

(Document 5.4).   

2.38 The overhead line would be annually inspected from 

the ground or by helicopter.   

Maintenance of the Proposed Development is 

detailed in Chapter 4 Construction, Operation, 

Maintenance and Decommissioning of the 

Proposed Development (Document 5.4).   

2.39 Refurbishment works could involve:   

 replacement of conductors and earth wire;   

 replacement of insulators and steelwork that 

holds the   

conductors and insulators in place, and 

conductor fittings; and  

 painting or replacement of the pylon steelwork.    

Refurbishment of the Proposed Development is 

detailed in Chapter 4 Construction, Operation, 

Maintenance and Decommissioning of the 

Proposed Development (Document 5.4).   

2.40 Temporary works including access routes and 

scaffolding to protect roads would be required for 

refurbishment activities.   

Refurbishment of the Proposed Development is 

detailed in Chapter 4 Construction, Operation, 

Maintenance and Decommissioning of the 

Proposed Development (Document 5.4).   

2.41 Underground cables would have a life expectancy of 

40-50 years and would be monitored via fibre optic 

Life expectancy of cables is detailed in Chapter 4 

Construction, Operation, Maintenance and 
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cables installed within them. Cables within a tunnel 

would be visually inspected at least annually, with 

access gained from the tunnel head houses.    

Decommissioning of the Proposed Development 

(Document 5.4).   

2.42 Maintenance checks of the tunnel head houses would 

be undertaken at intervals of 3, 6 and 12 months. The 

lifespan of the tunnel head houses has not been 

provided within the Scoping Report.   

Maintenance checks of the THHs would be 

undertaken at regular intervals and would cover 

elements including the fans, lighting, pumps and 

gas detection.  Where access to the shaft or 

tunnel is not required, the THH building would be 

inspected and maintained as per any National 

Grid Electricity Transmission System building.  

If the 4AP connection were no longer required, 

the underground cable would be 

decommissioned.  Cables would be removed 

from the tunnel and the shafts either capped or 

backfilled.  The THH and associated equipment 

could be removed and materials would be taken 

for recycling.  The tunnel itself would remain in-

situ.  Should the site no longer be required for 

operational purposes the land would be 

reinstated to an appropriate end use. 

The Proposed Development is described in ES 
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Chapter 3 Description of the Proposed 

Development (Document 5.3).  A clear 

description of all aspects throughout the lifespan 

of the Proposed Development is provided in 

Chapter 4 Construction, Operation, Maintenance 

and Decommissioning of the Proposed 

Development (Document 5.4). 

2.43 The SECs have a lifespan of approximately 40 years, 

with relays in the control building typically lasting 15 

years. Refurbishment/replacement works at the SECs 

would take place when required.    

Life expectancy and refurbishment/replacement 

is detailed in  

2.44 The number of jobs likely to be created during the 

operational phase has not been stated within the 

Scoping Report.    

Jobs during the operational phase of the 

Proposed Development is limited to maintenance 

activities and inspections, which would be 

undertaken by existing National Grid staff.  Once 

operational National Grid is likely to require an 

additional member of staff in North Wales who 

would live and work in the area. 

Decommissioning  
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2.45 If the connection is no longer required, the overhead 

line would likely be removed with much of the material 

taken for recycling.  Similar access would be required 

as outlined for construction.    

Decommissioning of the Proposed Development 

is set out in Chapter 4 Construction, Operation, 

Maintenance and Decommissioning of the 

Proposed Development (Document 5.4).   

2.46 Any redundant underground cables would be 

removed, or left in-situ if it is considered that this 

would result in lesser environmental effects. Similar 

access and methods would be required as outlined for 

construction. Cables would be removed from the 

tunnel (if used) and the shafts backfilled; the tunnel 

would remain in-situ.    

Decommissioning of the Proposed Development 

is set out in Chapter 4 Construction, Operation, 

Maintenance and Decommissioning of the 

Proposed Development (Document 5.4).   

2.47 The SECs would be removed and taken for recycling 

at the end of their useful life.     

Decommissioning of the Proposed Development 

is set out in Chapter 4 Construction, Operation, 

Maintenance and Decommissioning of the 

Proposed Development (Document 5.4).   

The Secretary of State’s Comments  

Description of the Proposed Development  

2.48 It is understood that at this stage in the evolution of 

the proposed development, the exact cable route and 

Noted.  The Proposed Development is described 

in ES Chapter 3 Description of the Proposed 
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siting of specific infrastructure elements are not yet 

confirmed and therefore a broad indicative route 

corridor has been identified within the Scoping 

Report.  The Applicant should ensure that the 

description of the proposed development for which an 

application is made is as accurate and firm as 

possible as this will form the basis of the 

environmental impact assessment.  The description of 

the proposed development in the ES must be 

sufficiently certain to meet the requirements of 

Paragraph 17 of Schedule 4 Part 1 of the EIA 

Regulations.   

Development (Document 5.3) and illustrated on 

Figures 3.1-3.2 (Documents 5.3.1.1 to 5.3.1.2) .  

2.49 At this stage, Figure 1.1 of the Scoping Report does 

not differentiate between permanent and temporary 

land take. The Secretary of State would expect the 

description of the proposed development within the 

ES (including relevant figures) to clearly differentiate 

between land that is to be temporarily or permanently 

affected.   

ES Chapter 18, Agriculture (Document 5.18) 

details areas of permanent and temporary land 

take.  

2.50 The Secretary of State recommends that the ES 

should include a clear and discrete description of all 

aspects of the proposed development, at the 

The Proposed Development is described in ES 

Chapter 3 Description of the Proposed 

Development (Document 5.3). A clear 
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construction, operation and decommissioning stages, 

and include:   

 details of any site preparation required;   

 land use requirements, including (but not 

limited to) the locations and dimensions of;   

- accesses and bridges (temporary or permanent);   

- construction compounds;   

- any underground works (if required);   

- the individual pylons and associated works;   

- the SECs;   

- tunnel head houses;    

- works required to connect to the substations;    

- any landscaping works (e.g. mitigation around the 

SECs as noted in paragraph 2.9.6 of the Scoping 

Report);   

 details of the modifications required to existing 

description of all aspects throughout the lifespan 

of the Proposed Development is provided in 

Chapter 4 Construction, Operation, Maintenance 

and Decommissioning of the Proposed 

Development (Document 5.4).   
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substations at Wylfa and Pentir;  

 transport routes; and  

 likely emissions – including water, air and soil 

pollution, noise,   

vibration, light, heat, radiation.   

2.51 The Applicant should ensure that the project 

description is consistent across all technical topics.    

Noted.  

2.52 As noted above, the Secretary of State would expect 

the ES to provide dimensions of the pylons to be 

constructed. This would include maximum heights 

and widths of the steel work itself, along with details 

of the foundations that would be required at each 

pylon location.    

Pylon design and height is described in ES 

Chapter 3 Description of the Proposed 

Development (Document 5.3) and an Indicative 

Pylon Schedule (Document 5.3.2.1) has bene 

provided. 

Pylon foundations are also described in ES 

Chapter 3 Description of the Proposed 

Development (Document 5.3) and construction 

options are described in Chapter 4 Construction, 

Operation, Maintenance and Decommissioning 

of the Proposed Development (Document 5.4) 

2.53 The Secretary of State acknowledges that some 

flexibility would need to be retained for micro-siting of 

The various aspects of flexibility, including LOD, 

are described in Chapter 3 Description of 
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pylons, but would expect the proposed locations to be 

identified within the ES along with any limits of 

deviation (LoD) required (both laterally and vertically, 

i.e. in terms of the depths of foundations). See below 

in this Opinion for further comments regarding 

flexibility.    

Proposed Development (Document 5.3) and 

also Chapter 6 EIA Methodology and Basis of 

Assessment (Document 5.6).  

2.54 Detailed information regarding the pylons will be 

important for ensuring a robust assessment of the 

‘worst’ case scenario has been undertaken.  This will 

be particularly relevant for the assessments of 

landscape and visual impacts; geology, hydrogeology 

and ground conditions and flood risk; and agriculture.   

Chapter 6 EIA Methodology and Basis of 

Assessment (Document 5.6) and section 5 of 

each of the technical chapters (Documents 5.7 

to 5.18) sets out how flexibility including a worse 

case assessment has been taken into account.  

2.55 The Scoping Report refers to ‘areas of potential line 

transpositions (i.e. the area between the lines 

considered for swap over)’, but does not provide any 

further details as to what these works would comprise 

and the potential locations. The Secretary of State 

understands that transpositions would be required 

because the existing 400kv single overhead line 

would be retained and in some locations it would be 

crossed by the proposed overhead line. To avoid the 

proposed and existing overhead lines from crossing 

Transposition points are described in Chapter 3 

Description of Proposed Development 

(Document 5.3).  
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one another, some new transmission line would be 

installed on existing pylons and some extant 

transmission line from the existing overheard line 

would be relocated to the proposed new pylons. The 

ES should identify where transposition would take 

place and the construction methodologies required.    

2.56 The project description in paragraph 2.6.2 of the 

Scoping Report states that the Menai Strait would be 

crossed by installing underground cables. However, 

paragraph 2.6.8 of the Scoping Report refers to 

integrating the cables into the Britannia Bridge which 

the Secretary of State has assumed is the same as 

the ‘bridge deck crossing’ method referred to in 

paragraph 9.7.14 and within the Scoping Report 

scoping summary tables. However, a clear description 

of this method has not been provided. If the bridge 

deck installation method is to be used, this 

information and an assessment of the likely effects 

should be provided within the ES.    

The Menai Strait would be crossed using a 

tunnel.  

2.57 The Secretary of State is aware that the Wales Bill1 

(June 2016) currently includes provision allowing for 

associated development to be included within 

Noted.  
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applications for development consent for electric 

lines. If these provisions are enacted, and depending 

on the timeframes for this, it could enable the 

Applicant to include associated development within 

their DCO application. It would be for the Applicant to 

decide the appropriate content of their DCO 

application and consider and review any relevant 

legislative changes as and when they occur; when 

determining the DCO application the relevant 

Secretary of State will decide whether or not 

development should be treated as associated 

development.  The Secretary of State notes that all 

works included within the DCO application should be 

reflected within the project description of the ES and 

appropriately assessed.   

2.58 The ES should describe proposals for handling 

different types of topsoil and subsoil and provide 

details relating to their management and storage.   

This is provided in the Outline Soil Management 

Plan (Document 7.10).  The Construction 

Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) 

(Document 7.4) includes details of how 

excavated soils and construction generated 

wastes would be managed to reduce effects on 

soils and geology. 
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2.59 The environmental effects of all wastes to be 

processed and removed from the site should be 

addressed. The ES will need to identify and describe 

the control processes and procedures for storing and 

transporting waste off site. All waste types should be 

quantified and classified. The Applicant’s attention is 

drawn to the comments of Natural Resources Wales 

(NRW) (see Appendix 3 of this Opinion) in this regard.    

This is provided in the Outline Waste 

Management Plan (Document 7.11). The CEMP 

(Document 7.4) also includes details of how 

tunnel spoil, excavated soils and construction 

generated wastes would be managed to reduce 

effects on soils and geology. 

2.6 The Secretary of State welcomes the inclusion of a 

figure identifying the locations of the Wider Works in 

the Scoping Report and recommends this information 

is also provided in the ES to assist readers in 

understanding the relationship between the proposed 

development and the Wider Works which are also 

necessary.   

ES Chapter 21 Statement of the Combined 

Effects with the Wider Works (Document 5.21) 

provides a description of the wider works.  The 

wider works and its associated elements are 

illustrated on Figure 21.1 (Document 5.21.1.1).  

2.61 Paragraph 2.4.14 of the Scoping Report states that 

the ‘Preferred Route Corridor Report’ concluded that 

cables would be installed underground through the 

Anglesey AONB and across the Menai Strait. 

However, there is no further reference within the 

Scoping Report to undergrounding within the 

Anglesey AONB. The project description in Paragraph 

The sections of the Proposed Development that 

would be within a tunnel are described in 

Chapter 3 Description of Proposed Development 

(Document 5.3) and construction methodology 

and options are set out in Chapter 4 

Construction, Operation, Maintenance and 

Decommissioning of the Proposed Development 



Environmental Statement Appendix 5.1  
Schedule Of Responses To The Scoping Opinion 
Document Number 5.5.2.1 Page 36 

North Wales Connection Project  

Table 1: Responses to the Secretary of State’s Scoping Opinion 

Section Reference  Comment  How the comment has been addressed  

2.6.2 only refers to underground cables in relation to 

the Menai Strait and the landscape and visual scoping 

summary tables (Appendix 5.3 of the Scoping Report) 

have scoped in the operational effects of the 

overhead line within the AONB. The Secretary of 

State would expect the ES to clearly identify the 

locations of all   

underground cabling; to detail the temporary land take 

required; and to describe the chosen construction 

methodologies to be utilised.   

(Document 5.4). 

 

 

 

2.62 In relation to the AONB, the Secretary of State would 

welcome the consideration of methods which would 

reduce the potential impact on this nationally 

important landscape designation.    

The Proposed Development includes where the 

connection would pass beneath the AONB.  

Effects on AONB are presented in Chapter 7, 

Landscape Assessment (Document 5.7).   

2.63 The Scoping Report glossary explains that SECs are 

required for transitions between overhead line and 

underground cables; the Secretary of State assumes 

that if there will be undergrounding in the Anglesey 

AONB (as implied by paragraph 2.4.14 of the Scoping 

Report), SECs would be required at either end of 

such undergrounding. However, the Scoping Report 

only identifies search areas for SECs around the 

CSEC locations are described in Chapter 3 

Description of Proposed Development 

(Document 5.3).  
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Menai Strait (Figure 2.1). The locations of all SECs 

should be clearly identified within the ES and the 

potential impacts assessed accordingly.    

2.64 The Secretary of State is unclear as to exactly which 

‘undergrounding’ construction methods are options for 

crossing the Menai Strait. There are numerous 

references throughout the Scoping Report to ‘if’ 

tunnelling is selected but there is no clear reference 

as to what the alternative option(s) is/are. Paragraph 

9.6.4 refers to ‘direct burial’ across the Menai Strait, 

yet paragraph 6.6.100 states that the ‘direct burial of 

cables on the sea bed has been discounted as a 

crossing method’. For the purposes of this Opinion, 

the   

Secretary of State has therefore assumed that in 

addition to the option of integrating cables into the 

Britannia Bridge, the Menai Strait could be crossed by 

either direct burial (trenching in the sea bed or 

horizontal directional drilling) or tunnelling (bored 

tunnel or pipe jacking/micro tunnelling).    

The Menai Strait would be crossed using a 

tunnel, created by either a TBM or the drill and 

blast method, as described in Chapter 4 

Construction, Operation, Maintenance and 

Decommissioning of the Proposed Development 

(Document 5.4). 

2.65 The Secretary of State notes that the crossing method 

is yet to be confirmed, however considers it would 

As described in Chapter 4 Construction, 

Operation, Maintenance and Decommissioning 
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have been more helpful for consultees if the Scoping 

Report had clearly set out the options for crossing the 

Menai Strait in the project description and expects the 

construction methodology to be determined by the 

time of application. The Applicant should ensure that 

the chosen construction methodology is clearly 

identified and described within the ES, including the 

locations and dimensions across the length of the 

proposed development.    

of the Proposed Development (Document 5.4), 

the cables would be in a tunnel underneath the 

Menai Strait from Braint THH to Ty Fodol THH.  

There are three options for tunnel construction. 

TBM scenarios are Scenario 1, a TBM from 

Braint (drive shaft) to Tŷ Fodol (reception shaft) 

and Scenario 2 a TBM from Tŷ Fodol (drive 

shaft) to Braint (reception shaft).  

Scenario 3, would involve the use of drill and 

blast technique, with tunnelling work taking place 

at both Braint and Tŷ Fodol.  

2.66 The Secretary of State notes the comments in section 

4.4 of the Scoping Report regarding the ‘Rochdale 

Envelope Approach’ and reference to the Planning 

Inspectorate Advice Note 9 ‘Rochdale Envelope’. 

Whilst the statement at paragraph 4.4.7 of the 

Scoping Report that it ‘is for the decision maker, in 

granting consent, to impose conditions to ensure that 

the further evolution of the design keeps within the 

parameters consented and assessed’ is noted, the 

Secretary of State still expects the Applicant to make 

The flexibility available, and reasons for its 

inclusion, is set out in Chapter 3 Description of 

Proposed Development (Document 5.3) and 

Chapter 6 EIA Methodology and Basis of 

Assessment (Document 5.6). 
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every attempt to narrow the range of options and 

explain clearly in the ES which elements of the 

scheme have yet to be finalised and provide the 

reasons.    

2.67 At the time of application, any proposed scheme 

parameters should not be so wide ranging as to 

represent effectively different schemes. The scheme 

parameters will need to be clearly defined in the draft 

DCO and therefore in the accompanying ES. It is a 

matter for the Applicant, in preparing an ES, to 

consider whether it is possible to robustly assess a 

range of impacts resulting from a large number of 

undecided parameters. The description of the 

proposed development in the ES must not be so wide 

that it is insufficiently certain to comply with the 

requirements of Paragraph 17 of Schedule 4 Part 1 of 

the EIA Regulations.   

It is considered that only a reasonable and 

proportionate amount of flexibility is afforded by 

the DCO; sufficient to ensure the Proposed 

Development can be constructed. 

2.68 In employing the Rochdale Envelope approach, the 

ES should clearly set out the parameters to be 

assessed and where flexibility is required, this should 

be justified.    

The approach to assessing flexibility afforded by 

the draft DCO is set out in Chapter 6 EIA 

Methodology and Basis of Assessment 

(Document 5.6). 
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2.69 The Applicant’s attention is drawn to the joint 

comments of the Isle of Anglesey County Council 

(IACC) and Gwynedd Council (GC) (‘the Councils’) 

regarding the Rochdale Envelope approach in 

Appendix 3 of this Opinion.    

Noted.  

2.70 It should be noted that if the proposed development 

changes substantially during the EIA process, prior to 

application submission, the Applicant may wish to 

consider the need to request a new scoping opinion.   

Although some changes have been made to the 

Proposed Development since the Scoping 

Opinion was received these are not considered 

to be substantive enough to have necessitated a 

request for a new Scoping Opinion.  

Description of the application site and surrounding area  

2.71 In addition to detailed baseline information to be 

provided within topic-specific chapters of the ES, the 

Secretary of State would expect the ES to include a 

separate section that summarises the site and 

surroundings. The ES should identify the context of 

the proposed development, any relevant 

designations, and sensitive receptors.    

It is considered that the topic chapters provide 

both detailed information and a summary of the 

site and surroundings, and an additional 

summary is also provided Chapter 3 Description 

of Proposed Development (Document 5.3).  

 

2.72 In accordance with NPS EN-1, the ES should identify 

existing and proposed land uses near the project. The 

Land that could be directly or indirectly affected 

by the Proposed Development is described in 
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ES should identify land that could be directly or 

indirectly affected by the proposed development and 

any associated auxiliary facilities, landscaping areas 

and potential off-site mitigation or compensation 

schemes.   

Chapter 18 Agriculture (Document 5.18) and 

Chapter 17 Socio-Economics (Document 5.17).   

2.73 The Secretary of State notes that the northerly part of 

the Scoping Study Area encompasses the marine 

area at Cemaes Bay. The Secretary of State has 

assumed for the purposes of scoping that, due to the 

nature of the proposed development, the inclusion of 

marine areas in the northern part of the Scoping 

Study Area has resulted from a broadly drawn 

Scoping Study Area and that the proposed 

development would not encroach into the marine 

environment in this location.   

The Proposed Development would not encroach 

into the marine environment within the northerly 

part of the Proposed Development, including the 

marine area at Cemaes Bay.  

Proposed access 

2.74 The ES should clearly identify the locations of all 

temporary and permanent accesses required for all 

phases of the proposed development. To inform the 

assessment process the ES should describe and 

illustrate the likely nature and characteristics (e.g. 

Access tracks are shown on the Construction 

Plans (Document 5.4.1.1).  Following completion 

of the Proposed Development, land used for the 

temporary access tracks would be reinstated 

save for any proposed permanent accesses 
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size, design, and duration) of any structures or 

activities associated with these works.   

identified in Chapter 3 Description of the 

Proposed Development (Document 5.3).   

2.75 The ES should also identify transport routes on the 

wider network for construction and operational traffic 

and also for any vehicles carrying abnormal indivisible 

loads (AIL). Any alterations required to the existing 

road network to accommodate any AIL should be 

identified.    

Construction traffic routes are illustrated in Figure 

13.3 (Document 5.13.1.1) and Abnormal 

Indivisible Load (AIL) construction routes are 

identified on Figure 13.5 (Document 5.13.1.5).  

2.76 The Scoping Report states that accesses used for 

construction may remain in place at the request of the 

landowner, following completion of construction.  The 

ES should identify and assess the impact of accesses 

which would be removed after construction and which 

would be retained.    

Accesses would be removed following 

completion of construction.  Where a landowner 

would like an access to remain, they would need 

to obtain the necessary permission from the 

relevant authority.  

Alternatives  

2.77 The EIA Regulations require that the Applicant 

provide ‘An outline of the main alternatives studied by 

the Applicant and an indication of the main reasons 

for the Applicant’s choice, taking into account the 

environmental effects’ (see Appendix 1 of this Opinion 

This is provided in ES Chapter 2 Alternatives, 

and proposed Development History (Document 

5.2) 
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for further information on alternatives).    

2.78 The Secretary of State welcomes the explanation 

within the Scoping Report of how environmental 

effects were taken into consideration when assessing 

alternative options during the evolution of the 

proposed development and recommends that this 

information is included within the ES. If relied upon to 

detail how alternatives have been considered, the 

optioneering documents referred to should be 

available either as an appendix to the ES or from an 

online resource. The ES should also detail how the 

Scoping Study Area presented within the Scoping 

Report is further refined to form the route alignment 

for which an application is made.    

ES Chapter 2 Alternatives and proposed 

Development History (Document 5.2) details 

how environmental effects were taken into 

consideration when assessing alternative options 

during the evolution of the Proposed 

Development. For full details on how 

environmental effects were taken into 

consideration during the strategic options please 

refer to the Strategic Option Report (Document 

7.2).  A full description of the route corridors are 

summarised in the North Wales Connection 

Project Wylfa to Pentir Overhead Electricity Line 

– Route Corridor Identification Report, October 

2012 (Document 9.1). 

As an outline the following topics were 

considered during the appraisal of each route 

corridor:  

 environmental:  

o landscape and visual;  

o historic environment; and  



Environmental Statement Appendix 5.1  
Schedule Of Responses To The Scoping Opinion 
Document Number 5.5.2.1 Page 44 

North Wales Connection Project  

Table 1: Responses to the Secretary of State’s Scoping Opinion 

Section Reference  Comment  How the comment has been addressed  

o ecology.  

 socio-economic: 

o local economy; and 

o aviation and defence.  

o technical; and 

o cost 

Following a review of differentiators between the 

route corridors, the preferred route corridor was 

taken forward and refined further to significantly 

reduce the potential environmental impacts, 

when compacted to other route corridor options. 

The detailed explanation for the preference of 

the preferred route is set out in the Wylfa to 

Pentir Preferred Route Corridor Selection Report 

(Document 9.2).  

2.79 It would be useful if the ES contained figures 

identifying the locations of the strategic options and 

the route corridor options which are described in 

Sections 2.2 and 2.3 of the Scoping Report.    

Figures of strategic options and route corridor 

options are provided in ES Chapter 2 

Alternatives and Proposed Development History 

(Document 5.2) 

Construction  
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2.80 The Secretary of State welcomes the descriptions of 

construction methodologies provided within the 

Scoping Report and recommends that similar detail is 

provided within the ES for the different elements of 

the proposed development. The Secretary of State 

would expect the following information to be provided:  

 number of vehicle movements (both HGVs and 

staff);   

  locations and sizes of construction 

compounds;   

 types of plant and machinery;    

 number of workers; and   

 lighting requirements.   

Noted. The required information is provided in 

Chapter 3, Proposed Development Description 

(Document 5.3) and Chapter 4 Construction, 

Operation, Maintenance and Decommissioning 

(Document 5.4).  

 

2.81 The Scoping Report identifies a 6 year construction 

programme. The ES should indicate when the main 

construction activities are proposed to take place and 

whether construction would be phased. If it is 

assumed that construction of an individual pylon 

would take a discrete amount of time, after which 

rapid reinstatement of that land would take place, the 

Secretary of State would expect the Applicant to 

demonstrate how this is secured within the DCO. If 

A high level construction programme is provided 

in Chapter 4 Construction, Operation, 

Maintenance and Decommissioning (Document 

5.4).  

Reinstatement of land is addressed in the CEMP 

(Document 7.4) and secured by Requirement 6 

of the Draft DCO (Document 2.1).  Once the 400 

kV OHL is constructed and commissioned, the 
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the Applicant is seeking flexibility during construction 

then the ES should assess a worst case of the entire 

route remaining as a construction site for the 6 year 

construction period.    

access tracks and working areas at the pylon 

sites would be removed and the ground 

reinstated by removing the stone and track ways. 

The assessment assumes these are in place for 

the duration of the construction programme. 

2.82 The Secretary of State notes that some construction 

activities would require continuous 24 hour working. 

The locations and types of such activities should be 

identified within the ES. As above, if the Applicant is 

seeking flexibility during construction then the ES 

should assess a worst case of 24 hour working.   

Requirements for 24 hour working are set out in 

Chapter 4 Construction, Operation, Maintenance 

and Decommissioning of the Proposed 

Development (Document 5.4). 

Working hours are set out in Requirement 8 of 

the draft DCO (Document 2.1).  

2.83 Paragraph 15.6.28 of the Scoping Report refers to 

working methods and techniques to protect topsoil 

which includes limiting soil operations to the months 

of April to September.  The Applicant should ensure 

that this is taken into account in the project 

programme presented within the ES.   

Measures to protect soil are set out in the Outline 

Soil Management Plan (OSMP) (Document 

7.10) which is secured by the Requirement 6 of 

the draft DCO (Document 2.1).    

2.84 The Applicant’s attention is drawn to the comments of 

the Councils (see Appendix 3 of this Opinion) in 

relation to the proposed construction working hours.   

Noted.  
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Operation and maintenance  

2.85 Information on the operation and maintenance of the 

proposed development should be included in the ES 

and should cover but not be limited to such matters 

as:  

 the number of full/part-time  jobs;    

 the operational hours and if appropriate, shift 

patterns;   

 the number and types of vehicle movements 

generated during the operational stage; and 

 maintenance activities.   

Information on both the operation and 

maintenance phases of the Proposed 

Development is provided in Chapter 4 

Construction, Operation, Maintenance and 

Decommissioning of the Proposed Development 

(Document 5.4). 

 

Decommissioning 

2.86 The Secretary of State welcomes that 

decommissioning will be assessed within the ES.    

Information on decommissioning of the Proposed 

Development is provided in Chapter 4 

Construction, Operation, Maintenance and 

Decommissioning of the Proposed Development 

(Document 5.4). 
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EIA Approach and Topic Areas  

Introduction  

3.1 This section contains the Secretary of State’s specific 

comments on the approach to the ES and topic areas 

as set out in the Scoping Report.  General advice on 

the presentation of an ES is provided at Appendix 1 of 

this Opinion and should be read in conjunction with 

this section.    

Noted.  

EU Directive 2014/52/EU 

3.2 The Secretary of State draws the Applicant’s attention 

to EU Directive 2014/52/EU (amending Directive 

2011/92/EU on the assessment of the effects of 

certain public and private projects on the 

environment) which was made in April 2014.    

Noted.  

3.3 Under the terms of the 2014/52/EU Directive, Member 

States are required to bring into force the laws, 

regulations and administrative provisions necessary 

to comply with the Directive by 16 May 2017.    

Noted.  
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3.4 Whilst transitional provisions will apply to such new 

regulations, the Applicant is advised to consider the 

effect of the implementation of the revised Directive in 

terms of the production and content of the ES.   

Although the 2009 Regulations have since been 

superseded by The Infrastructure Planning 

(Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 

2017 (‘the 2017 Regulations’), the transitional 

arrangements for the 2017 Regulations state that 

the 2009 Regulations continue to apply to 

projects for which a request for a Scoping 

Opinion was submitted prior to the date upon 

which the 2017 Regulations came into force, 

which was 16 May 2017.  As the request for a 

Scoping Opinion for the Proposed Development 

was submitted in May 2016, the 2009 

Regulations are therefore applicable and not the 

2017 Regulations. 

3.5 On 23 June 2016, the UK held a referendum and 

voted to leave the European Union. There is no 

immediate change to infrastructure legislation or 

policy. Relevant EU Directives have been translated 

into UK law and those are unchanged until amended 

by Parliament.   

Noted.  

National Policy Statement (NPS)  
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3.6 Sector-specific NPSs are produced by the relevant 

Government Departments and set out national policy 

for NSIPs. They provide the framework within which 

the Examining Authority (ExA) will make their 

recommendations to the Secretary of State and 

include the Government’s objectives for the 

development of NSIPs.    

Noted.  

3.7 The relevant NPSs for the proposed development are 

‘The Overarching NPS for Energy’ (EN-1) and ‘The 

NPS for Electricity Networks Infrastructure’ (EN-5). 

These set out both the generic and technology-

specific impacts that should be considered in the EIA 

for the proposed development. When undertaking the 

EIA, the Applicant must have regard to both the 

generic and technology-specific impacts and identify 

how these impacts have been assessed in the ES.    

NPS compliance points specific to each topic are 

set out in section 2 of each topic chapter 

(Documents 5.7 to 5.18) and are also included 

within the Planning Statement (Document 7.14) 

3.8 The Secretary of State welcomes that the Scoping 

Report has set out how the ES will comply with the 

relevant requirements of NPS EN-1 and EN-5 and 

recommends that this information is also provided 

within the ES. The Secretary of State advises the 

Applicant to ensure that they have addressed all of 

The Planning Statement (Document 7.14) 

addresses how the Proposed Development 

complies with relevant requirement of NPS EN-1 

and EN-5, this includes the ‘generic impacts’ 

identified in Section 5 of EN-1 and the 
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the ‘generic impacts’ identified in Section 5 of EN-1 

and the technology- specific advice in part 2 of EN-5. 

For clarity, where the Applicant determines that there 

is no potential for any of the effects detailed in the 

NPSs, this should be detailed in the ES to 

demonstrate that these effects have not been 

overlooked.   

technology-specific advice in part 2 of EN-5.  

Additionally Section 2 of ES Chapters 7-18, 

(Documents 5.7-5.18) detail how the 

requirements of the NPS EN-1 and NPS EN-5 

relevant to each technical chapter have been 

met.  

 

Environmental Statement Approach  

3.9 Paragraph 1.2.4 and Table 1.2 of the Scoping Report 

refer to a request for a scoping opinion under 

Regulation 13(2) of the ‘2016 EIA Regulations’. The 

Secretary of State assumes that this is an error and 

should refer to Regulation 8 of the Infrastructure 

Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) 

Regulations 2009 (as amended). Similarly, Chapter 5 

‘Landscape and Visual Assessment’ makes reference 

to the Town and Country Planning (Environmental 

Impact Assessment) (Wales) Regulations 2016 which 

are not the correct regulations for proposed 

development seeking a DCO.  The Applicant should 

Noted.  
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ensure that all DCO application documents including 

the ES refer to the correct primary and secondary 

legislation.   

3.10 The Secretary of State recommends that the physical 

scope of the study areas should be identified under all 

the environmental topics and should be sufficiently 

robust in order to undertake the assessment. The 

extent of the study areas should be established on the 

basis of recognised professional guidance, whenever 

such guidance is available. The study areas should 

also be agreed with the relevant consultees and, 

where this is not possible, this should be stated 

clearly in the ES and a reasoned justification given. 

The scope should also cover the breadth of the topic 

area and the temporal scope, and these aspects 

should be described and justified.   

The study areas for the assessments are 

detailed in Section 6 of the ES technical chapters 

(Document 5.7-5.18).   

3.11 The ES should detail the assessment methodologies 

employed and clearly explain how judgements have 

been reached. Any departures from standard 

methodology for specific technical assessments 

should be identified.    

Assessment methodologies are provided in 

Section 5 titled ‘Basis of Assessment’ within the 

ES technical chapters (Document 5.7-5.18). 
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3.12 The Secretary of State welcomes the approach to 

defining the significance of effect based on receptor 

sensitivity/value and magnitude of effect; however, a 

number of discrepancies are noted in how this would 

be applied. For example, Chapter 4 ‘Approach and 

Method’ of the Scoping Report identifies four levels of 

example criteria for determining receptor 

value/sensitivity in Table 4.1 ‘Example Criteria to 

Assess the Sensitivity of Feature’ (i.e. very high; high; 

medium; low/negligible); these do not equate to the 

four levels of sensitivity detailed in Table 4.3 

‘Classification of Effects’ (i.e. high; medium; low; very 

low). The Applicant should take care to ensure that a 

consistent approach and terminology is used for the 

assessment within the ES. The Secretary of State has 

noted a number of similar discrepancies within the 

technical sections of the Scoping Report and has 

made comments under the relevant topic headings 

below.  

Each technical chapter (Document 5.7-5.18) 

provides a description of the categorisation of 

value and sensitivity of receptors, how the 

magnitude of effects is identified, and how the 

overall significance of the effect is judged, based 

on combining the magnitude of the effect with the 

value/sensitivity of the receptor and applying 

professional judgement as required. 

 

3.13 The Secretary of State welcomes that the future 

baseline will be identified within the ES for all 

technical topics.  The Applicant should take care not 

to confuse the future baseline with the cumulative 

Noted.  
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assessment.   

3.14 The Secretary of State notes the categorisation of 

mitigation measures as Control and Management 

Measures, Mitigation by Design, or Mitigation 

Measures (as proposed in paragraphs 4.3.20-4.3.21 

of the Scoping Report). The Applicant should ensure 

that all mitigation relied upon within the ES is secured 

and clearly deliverable either directly within the draft 

DCO through the description of the authorised 

development; by a direct requirement; through a 

management plan to be secured via a requirement; or 

via a separate but legally robust agreement.    

All mitigation measures relied upon within the 

EIA are secured using one of the mechanisms 

cited.  All mitigation measures which have been 

relied on and where that measure is secured is 

set out in the Schedule of Mitigation (Document 

5.28).  

3.15 If mitigation is to be secured as part of a management 

plan, the Applicant should ensure that sufficient detail 

of the mitigation measure(s) to be undertaken is 

provided within the ES, i.e. only referencing the 

required plans/strategies in the ES will not be 

sufficient. It would be useful for the ES to clearly 

cross-reference mitigation to the relevant draft DCO 

requirement or mitigation reference(s) within a draft 

management plan; this will give assurances that all 

mitigation proposed in the ES is capable of being 

Chapter 5.28 Schedule of Mitigation (Document 

5.28) provides a summary of the mitigation 

proposed, and where the measure is secured.  
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adequately secured.   

3.16 In this regard, the Secretary of State welcomes the 

proposal for a CEMP and that an initial draft has been 

provided in Appendix 4.1 of the Scoping Report. The 

Secretary of State expects the CEMP to evolve, in 

consultation with relevant consultees, during the pre-

application stage as the detail of the proposed 

development becomes clearer and the EIA is 

progressed. A detailed draft of the CEMP should be 

provided with the application and the Applicant should 

ensure the CEMP is adequately secured within the 

draft DCO. The Applicant’s attention is drawn to the 

comments of the Councils and NRW in relation to the 

CEMP (see Appendix 3 of this Opinion).   

The updated CEMP (Document 7.4) is provided 

with the DCO application, and is secured 

through Requirement 6 of the draft Development 

Consent Order (Document 2.1).  

 

 

3.17 The Secretary of State welcomes the consideration of 

cumulative effects and the intention to use the 

Planning Inspectorate’s Advice note 17. Table 4.6 of 

the Scoping Report identifies major developments to 

be considered in the inter-project cumulative effects 

assessment (CEA). This identifies Glyn Rhonwy 

Pumped Storage project as Tier 2; however, as a 

DCO application for this project has been made and is 

Glyn Rhonwy Pumped Storage is now 

considered as a Tier 1 project.  This is detailed in 

Chapter 20 (Document 5.20) and where relevant 

section 10 of each of the technical chapters 

(Documents 5.7 to 5.18).  
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likely to be determined before submission of the 

application for the proposed development, the 

Secretary of State considers that this should be Tier 

1.    

3.18 In addition to the projects identified in the Scoping 

Report, the Secretary of State is aware from the Wylfa 

Newydd Project Scoping Report1 of a number of 

additional schemes in the vicinity which have the 

potential to interact with the proposed development. 

The Secretary of State recommends that the 

Applicant agrees the developments to be considered 

in the cumulative effects assessment with relevant 

consultees, including the local authorities and Natural 

Resources Wales (NRW).   

Chapter 20 (Document 5.20) provides a list of 

the other developments that have been 

considered in the assessment on inter-project 

cumulative effects.  A draft of Chapter 20 was 

provided to the Local Authorities as part of the 

PEIR and a draft for technical stakeholder 

review.  Appendices 5.2 (Document 5.5.2.2) and 

5.3 (Document 5.5.2.3) respectively detail how 

their comments on this chapter have been taken 

into account.   

3.19 The proposal to assess intra-project effects is also 

welcomed by the Secretary of State, as is the 

proposed ‘Statement of Combined Effects’ to consider 

Information is provided in Chapter 21: Statement 

of the Combined Effects with the Wider Works 

(Document 5.21). 

                                                 
1 https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/wp-content/ipc/uploads/projects/EN010007/EN010007-000263-

Applicant%27s%20scoping%20report.pdf  

https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/wp-content/ipc/uploads/projects/EN010007/EN010007-000263-Applicant%27s%20scoping%20report.pdf
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/wp-content/ipc/uploads/projects/EN010007/EN010007-000263-Applicant%27s%20scoping%20report.pdf
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the Wider Works which together with the proposed 

development form the project as a whole. Whilst the 

Wider Works will not form part of the DCO, it is 

important that the overall impacts of the project as a 

whole are assessed and the effects are understood 

(i.e. the NSIP and the Wider Works) as this will need 

to be considered by the Secretary of State.   

3.20 The Secretary of State draws the Applicant’s attention 

to the Councils’ joint response on the importance of 

the Welsh Language being considered throughout the 

EIA process (see Appendix 3 of this Scoping 

Opinion).   

A Welsh Language Impact Assessment 

(Document 5.26) has been submitted alongside 

the application.  

3.21 The Secretary of State recommends that in order to 

assist the decision-making process, the Applicant 

may wish to consider the use of tables:    

(a) to demonstrate how the assessment has taken 

account of this Opinion and other responses to 

consultation;  

(b) to set out the mitigation measures proposed - as 

well as assisting the reader, the Secretary of State 

Point a) is addressed through provision of this 

appendix.  

Point b) is addressed through the Schedule of 

Mitigation (Document 5.28).  

Point c) is addressed through Chapter 5.22 

Summary of Residual Effects (Document 5.22).  

Point d) – the Habitat Regulations Assessment 

Report (Document 5.23) is relatively self-
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considers that this would also enable the Applicant to 

cross-refer mitigation to specific provisions proposed 

to be included within the draft DCO;    

(c) to identify and collate the residual impacts 

following mitigation on the basis of the specialist 

topics, inter-relationships and cumulative impacts; 

and   

(d) to cross-reference where details in the Habitats 

Regulations Assessment (HRA) Report (where one is 

provided), such as descriptions of sites and their 

locations, together with any mitigation or 

compensation measures, are to be found in the ES.   

contained, with limited need to reference out to 

information in Chapter 9 Ecology and Nature 

Conservation (Document 5.9) or its appendices. 

Where reference is made to the chapter, this is 

clearly highlighted.   

Consultation 

3.22 The information provided in the Scoping Report sets 

out the proposed approach to the preparation of the 

ES.  Whilst early engagement on the scope of the ES 

is to be welcomed, the Secretary of State notes that 

the level of information provided at this stage is not 

always sufficient to allow for detailed comments from 

either the Secretary of State or the consultees.    

Noted.  
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3.23 The Secretary of State notes and welcomes the 

intention to finalise the scope of investigations in 

conjunction with ongoing stakeholder liaison and 

consultation with the relevant regulatory authorities 

and their advisors. The ES should clearly identify how 

pre-application consultation responses have been 

taken into account.   

This information is provided in Chapter 5 EIA 

Consultation (Document 5.5) as well as Section 

3 of each topic chapter (Documents 5.7 to 

5.18).  Responses to the PEIR and the 

stakeholder review of the draft ES are set out in 

Appendices 5.2 (Document 5.5.2.2) and 5.3 

(Document 5.5.2.3) respectively. 

Environmental Statement Structure  

3.24 Section 4.5 of the Scoping Report sets out the 

proposed structure of the ES as:   

 Introduction;   

 Proposed Project Development and 

Alternatives; 

 Proposed Project Description;  

 EIA Consultation;   

 EIA Process;   

 Technical Chapters;   

o - Landscape;   

o - Visual;   

Amendments to the structure of the ES have 

been made. The structure of the ES is as follows:   

 Environmental Statement – Non Technical 

Summary; 

 Introduction; 

 Alternatives, Proposed Development 

History;  

 Description of the Proposed Development  

 Construction, Operation, Maintenance and 

Decommissioning;  

 EIA Consultation;  

 EIA Methodology and Basis of 
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o - Ecology and Nature Conservation;   

o - Historic Environment;   

o - Geology, Hydrogeology and Ground 

Conditions;   

- Water Quality, Resources and Flood 

Risk;   

o - Traffic and Transport;   

o - Air Quality and Emissions;   

o - Construction Noise and Vibration;   

o - Operational Noise and Vibration;   

o - Socio-Economics;   

o - Agriculture;   

 Cumulative Effects Assessment;  

 Statement of Combined Effects;  

 Conclusions; and   

 Technical Appendices.    

Assessment  

 Technical Chapters; 

o Landscape 

o Visual; 

o Ecology and Nature Conservation 

o Historic Environment 

o Geology, Hydrogeology and 

Ground Conditions  

o Water Quality, Resources and 

Flood Risk; 

o Traffic and Transport 

o Air Quality and Emissions 

o Construction Noise and Vibration  

o Operational Noise  

o Socio-economics 

o Agriculture  

 Intra-Project Effects; 

 Inter-Project Effects; 

 Statement of Combined Effects With The 

Wider Works; and 
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 Summary of Residual Effects.  

3.25 The Secretary of State welcomes that a consistent 

structure will be applied to the technical chapters, as 

noted in paragraph 4.5.1 of the Scoping Report.   

Noted.  

3.26 As noted above, the Secretary of State considers it 

would be useful to include a separate chapter setting 

out a description of the application site and the 

surrounding area.   

A description on the application site and the 

surrounding area is provided within ES Chapter 1 

Introduction (Document 5.1) and ES Chapter 3 

Description of the Proposed Development 

(Document 5.3).  

3.27 The Applicant is reminded of the need to produce a 

non-technical summary (NTS) as part of the ES.    

The Environmental Statement – Non Technical 

Summary is provided as Document 5.0.  

Matters to be Scoped In / Out 

3.28 Matters are not scoped out unless specifically 

addressed and justified by the Applicant and 

confirmed as being scoped out by the Secretary of 

State.     

Noted.  

3.29 The Scoping Report has proposed to scope out a 

number of matters which are discussed below. Whilst 

the Secretary of State has not agreed to scope out all 

Noted – any changes to the proposed scope 

have been discussed with stakeholders and 

details are provided in section 3 of each of the 
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matters, this is on the basis of the information 

available at this time. This does not preclude the 

Applicant from subsequently agreeing with the 

relevant consultees to scope matters out of the ES, 

where further evidence has been provided to justify 

this approach. This approach should be explained 

fully in the ES.    

topic chapters (Documents 5.7 to 5.18). 

3.30 Where a topic is scoped out, either by agreement with 

the Secretary of State in this Scoping Opinion, or by 

the Applicant at a later time, the ES should still justify 

and evidence the approach taken in order to 

demonstrate that topics have not simply been 

overlooked. This should include, where relevant, 

reference to how the delivery of measures proposed 

to prevent/minimise adverse effects is secured 

through DCO requirements and whether relevant 

consultees agree on the adequacy of the measures 

proposed.   

Noted. 

Landscape and Visual Effects  

3.31 The Landscape and Visual Scoping Summary Table 

(Appendix 5.3 of the Scoping Report) proposes to 

Noted.  
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scope out a number of potential impacts.    

3.32 The Secretary of State agrees that the following can 

be scoped out:   

 operational visual effects on World Heritage 

Sites (WHSs) from  

 direct cable burial and HDD as there would be 

no significant visual effects during operation;    

 operational effects of direct cable burial on 

Snowdonia National Park as there would be no 

significant visual effects during operation;   

 operational effects of HDD, pipe-jacking and a 

bridge deck on all receptors as all works would 

be located underground;   

 operational effects on ancient woodland for all 

sub-components of the proposed development 

on the basis that any trees would have been 

removed, if required, in the construction phase;    

 decommissioning effects on ancient woodland 

for HDD, direct burial, SECs, substations and 

the overhead line on the basis that any trees 

would have been removed, if required, in the 

Noted.  



Environmental Statement Appendix 5.1  
Schedule Of Responses To The Scoping Opinion 
Document Number 5.5.2.1 Page 64 

North Wales Connection Project  

Table 1: Responses to the Secretary of State’s Scoping Opinion 

Section Reference  Comment  How the comment has been addressed  

construction phase. However, the Secretary of 

State notes that decommissioning effects on 

ancient woodland have remained scoped in for 

a bridge deck, pipe jack, and tunnelling on the 

basis that there is the potential for tree 

removal. It is unclear why these effects have 

been scoped out for some elements of the 

proposed development and not for others and 

advises that the ES should clearly explain the 

different approaches taken for different project 

elements;    

 visual effects on WHSs during construction, 

operation and commissioning from a tunnel, 

substation, pipe-jacking, HDD, a bridge deck, 

and SECs, due to the distance of these 

features from the project. Chapter 5 of the 

Scoping Report has not identified any specific 

WHSs. However, Table 4 of Appendix 3.1of the 

Scoping Report details local plan policies 

which identify the Castle of Beaumaris, 

Caernarfon Castle and Town Walls as WHSs. 

The locations of these WHSs have not been 

identified within the Scoping Report, however 

the Secretary of State understands that they 
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are located some distance from the proposed 

development and therefore agrees that these 

effects can all be scoped out.     

3.33 The Secretary of State does not agree that the 

following can be scoped out:   

• all visual effects on the Anglesey Coastal Path 

from the construction, operation and 

decommissioning of the Wylfa and Pentir 

substations, justified on the basis of the 

distance of these features from the project. The 

Secretary of State notes from Figure 5.1 

(Sheet 1 of 5) of the Scoping Report that the 

‘Wales Coastal Path’ (which it has assumed is 

the same as the Anglesey Coastal Path) runs 

in proximity to the Wylfa Power Station, which 

is the location for the Wylfa substation works.   

Similarly, the Wales Coastal Path appears to 

be located approximately 1km from the Pentir 

substation area (Sheet 5 of 5). On this basis, 

the Secretary of State considers that there 

could be potential effects on the users of the 

Coastal Path and does not agree that it can be 

Noted.  
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scoped out at this stage.                          

Ecology and Nature Conservation  

3.34 Paragraph 6.6.69 of the Scoping Report scopes out 

surveys ‘for other mammal species such as brown 

hare, polecats and dormouse’. It is understood from 

the Councils’ response (see Appendix 3 of this 

Opinion), that dormouse are not found in Anglesey 

and are very  unlikely to be present in the vicinity of 

the proposed development in Gwynedd and as such 

the Councils consider that these can be scoped out. 

The Secretary of State agrees this can be scoped out 

however recommends that this explanation is 

provided within the ES.    

Noted.  

Historic Environment 

3.35 The Secretary of State agrees that the following can 

be scoped out:     

 direct disturbance to archaeological remains, 

historic buildings and structures, and historic 

landscapes and parks and gardens during the 

With regard to the 2nd bullet point, the mitigation 

is described within the Archaeological Strategy 

(Document 7.8), with a description of how the 

mitigation will relate to individual receptors 

described in Section 9 of ES Chapter 10, Historic 



Environmental Statement Appendix 5.1  
Schedule Of Responses To The Scoping Opinion 
Document Number 5.5.2.1 Page 67 

North Wales Connection Project  

Table 1: Responses to the Secretary of State’s Scoping Opinion 

Section Reference  Comment  How the comment has been addressed  

operational phase of the overhead line, the 

Wylfa and Pentir substation works, and the 

cable SECs, on the basis that routine 

maintenance will not result in significant 

disturbance to the ground;  

 direct disturbance to archaeological remains, 

historic buildings and structures, and historic 

landscapes and parks during the operational 

phase in relation to direct cable burial, HDD, 

tunnelling, pipe jacks, and the bridge deck, on 

the basis that ongoing monitoring will not 

involve disturbance to the ground. In relation to 

direct cable burial, it is also assumed in the 

Scoping Report that any excavation required 

for maintenance or repair will be within the 

Applicant’s cable easement and that any 

necessary archaeological mitigation would 

have been enacted during the construction 

phase; the Secretary of State agrees that this 

can be scoped out, provided the archaeological 

mitigation is explained in the ES and secured 

in the DCO; 

 changes in the setting of archaeological 

Environment (Document 5.10). 

A number of possible elements of the Proposed 

Development, which were considered in the 

Scoping Report are no longer part of the 

Proposed Development and are therefore not 

considered further (please refer to the Menai 

Strait Crossing Report (Document 9.6).  These 

are direct cable burial, HDD, pipe jacks, and the 

use of the bridge deck and, as such, no 

mitigation is required. 
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remains, historic buildings and structures, and 

historic landscapes and parks during the 

operational phase in relation to direct cable 

burial, HDD, pipe jacks, and the bridge deck. 

This is on the basis that above-ground kiosks 

located at cable joints are small structures and 

not expected to result in significant effects to 

the settings of any assets;   

 direct disturbance to archaeological remains, 

historic buildings and structures, and historic 

landscapes and parks and gardens during the 

decommissioning phase of the bridge deck, 

according to the justification provided in 

Appendix 7.2 that removal of the cable would 

not be expected to cause any significant 

additional disturbance.     

Water Quality, Resources and Flood Risk  

3.36 Paragraph 9.7.14 proposes to scope out potential 

impacts from the construction of bridge deck 

crossings, however Appendix 9.2 proposes to scope 

in potential effects on water quality, water resources 

and flood risk. On the basis that no information has 

The Proposed Development now includes a 

tunnel crossing (see Menai Strait Crossing 

Report (Document 9.6)).   
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been provided regarding the construction 

methodology or precise locations of the bridge deck 

crossing, the Secretary of State does not agree this 

can be scoped out at this stage.    

3.37 Paragraph 9.7.15 and Appendix 9.2 of the Scoping 

Report propose to scope out potential impacts on 

water quality, resources and flood risk resulting from 

the operation of bridge deck crossings. The Secretary 

of State agrees that this can be scoped out on the 

basis that the infrastructure would be suspended 

above ground level and there would be no likely 

significant effects.    

The Proposed Development now includes a 

tunnel crossing (see Menai Strait Crossing 

Report (Document 9.6)).   

 

Traffic and Transport  

3.38 It is proposed in Appendix 10.1 of the Scoping Report 

that all potential operational traffic and transport 

related effects of the Wylfa and Pentir substation 

works, the cable SECs, the direct cable burial, HDD, 

the tunnel (including the tunnel head houses), the 

pipe jack, and the bridge deck are scoped out.  

Section 10.7 of the Scoping Report justifies this by 

explaining that traffic movements in the operational 

The potential traffic associated with the operation 

of the Proposed Development is reported in ES 

Chapter 13 Traffic and Transport (Document 

5.13), along with details of the justification for 

removing operational traffic from the scope of 

assessment. 
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phase would be limited to infrequent repair and 

routine maintenance works and that any effects are 

considered to be negligible.  On this basis, and given 

the nature of the proposed development, the 

Secretary of State agrees that these matters can be 

scoped out, but advises that the forecast number of 

traffic movements is indicated in the justification 

provided in the ES for scoping this matter out.       

Operational Air Quality  

3.39 The Scoping Report proposes to scope out 

operational air quality effects as operation is not 

anticipated to generate dust or emissions from 

vehicles or energy generation plant in sufficient 

quantities to have a significant effect.   

Noted.  

3.40 Appendix 11.1 states that operational vehicle 

movements are not likely to be above the 500 light 

duty vehicle and 100 heavy duty vehicle criterion 

described in guidance for when a detailed 

assessment is likely to be required.    

Noted.  
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3.41 On this basis, and given the nature of the proposed 

development, the Secretary of State agrees that 

operational air quality can be scoped out. However, 

should it be determined at a later stage that 

operational vehicle movements are likely to exceed 

the criterion set out in guidance, an assessment of 

operational air quality effects should be provided in 

the ES.    

Noted.  

Operational Noise and Vibration  

3.42 Paragraph 13.6.2 of the Scoping Report explains that 

overhead lines do not produce any significant sources 

of vibration; the Secretary of State agrees that this 

can be scoped out.     

Vibration effects relating to the OHL are not 

considered any further in the ES. 

3.43 Paragraph 13.7.3 of the Scoping Report explains that 

there would be no large items of rotating plant at the 

substations. The Secretary of State notes the 

proposal for the anti-vibration pads for transformers 

and reactors, which it considers will go towards 

mitigating potential vibration impacts; however the 

proximity of receptors is critical in understanding the 

potential for impacts. With the relative uncertainty of 

No new reactive plant is planned for Wylfa 

substation, and there is therefore no assessment 

of effects required. 

A new shunt reactor would be required at Pentir 

substation, please refer to Chapter 3 Description 

of the Proposed Development (Document 5.3).  

This is to be located within the existing 
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the location of the transformer and reactors, the 

Secretary of State does not agree to scope this out at 

this stage. However, it is acknowledged that as the 

proposal is further refined it could be acceptable to 

scope this out.    

substation boundary, within the zone shown on 

Design Plan DCO_DE/PS/01 Sheet 3 of 9 

(Document 4.13) and is over 500 m from the 

nearest residential receptor.  The shunt reactor 

would be placed on an anti-vibration pad. 

Vibration effects are not usually perceptible 

beyond approximately 6 m from the plant; hence 

there would be no vibration effects at receptors 

due to the installation of this shunt reactor. 

Further information on potential noise effects 

from the Pentir substation is provided in Section 

8 Potential Effects in ES Chapter 16, Operational 

Noise (Document 5.16).  

3.44 Paragraph 13.6.3 of the Scoping Report states that 

underground cables and cable sealing ends do not 

make operational noise or cause vibration and that 

noise from access tracks and tunnelling works is 

associated with the construction phase. However, 

paragraph 13.5.27 states that ‘the SEC is considered 

to be part of the overhead line for the purposes of the 

operational noise assessment’. As such, the 

Secretary of State is unclear whether the Applicant is 

The CSECs are at the transitional point between 

the OHL and the underground cable.  

The OHL conductors up to the terminal gantries, 

which are within the CSEC, have been modelled. 

Further information on potential noise and 

vibration effects from the CSEC is provided in 

section 8 Potential Effects in ES Chapter 16, 
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proposing to scope in or out operational noise from 

the SECs. Therefore, the Secretary of State agrees to 

scoping out potential noise and vibration from 

underground cables, access tracks and tunnelling 

works, but not from the SECs.    

Operational Noise (Document 5.16). 

3.45 Paragraphs 13.6.15-13.6.18 of the Scoping Report 

propose to scope out noise from pylon fixtures and 

fittings on the basis that they would meet National 

Grid Technical Specifications. As the project is still 

being developed and refined and there are newer 

technologies available such as the T-pylon, the 

Secretary of State considers that it is premature to 

scope this out of the EIA at this stage.    

The proposed design is a lattice pylon structure 

with a conductor system which utilises Type-

Registered fittings, which are designed to 

minimise the occurrence of corona and wind 

noise.  

Further information is provided in section 8 

Potential Effects, and section 9 Mitigation and 

Residual Effects in ES Chapter 16, Operational 

Noise (Document 5.16). 

3.46 Paragraph 13.6.19 of the Scoping Report identifies 

insulators as a source of noise on the existing 

overhead line, primarily due to salt deposition. 

However, it further states that the most appropriate 

type of insulator will be considered during detail 

design and therefore the Applicant proposes to scope 

out insulator noise from the assessment. However, on 

A qualitative assessment of insulator noise is 

provided in section 9 Mitigation and Residual 

Effects of Chapter 16 Operational Noise 

(Document 5.16).  

A description of the types of insulators used on 

the transmission network and their principal 
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the basis that there are noise issues on the existing 

line (which would remain) and as no evidence has 

been provided within the Scoping Report to 

demonstrate that salt deposition would not be an 

issue on the proposed line, the Secretary of State 

does not agree to scope this out. The Secretary of 

State also considers with newer technologies being 

available, it is not appropriate to scope out noise from 

pylon fittings, including insulators. In this regard, the 

Applicant’s attention is drawn to the comments of the 

Councils (see Appendix 3 of this Opinion) regarding 

the need to present a qualitative assessment of 

insulator noise.   

characteristics is provided in Chapter 3 

Description of the Proposed Development 

(Document 5.3). 

3.47 Paragraphs 13.6.24 and 13.7.4 of the Scoping Report 

propose to scope out operational switchgear noise as 

‘switchgear operations already occur at Wylfa and 

Pentir substations and the Project is not likely to result 

in an increase in switchgear noise. Modern 

switchgear of the Sulphur Hexafluoride (SF6) type 

operates with a dull ‘thud’ which may be just audible 

at the site boundary’. The Secretary of State agrees 

this can be scoped out of the assessment as 

Noted. 
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significant effects are not likely to occur.    

3.48 Operational noise from substation auxiliary plant 

(including standby diesel generators) is proposed to 

be scoped out from the assessment by the Applicant 

in paragraph 13.6.25 and 13.7.4 of the Scoping 

Report. This is because such plant does not run 

continuously and is housed in a building or outdoor 

acoustic enclosure; therefore noise is seldom 

discernible beyond the substation perimeter fence. 

The Scoping Report states that if present, emergency 

generators would be tested for a few minutes on a 

weekly basis during daytime working hours only. The 

Secretary of State notes that there is some potential 

for generators to work for longer periods of time in the 

event of outages which could cause noise impacts. 

Without guarantees that this would not occur and 

further information on the likely noise levels, the 

Secretary of State does not agree that sufficient 

information has been provided at this stage to be able 

to scope this out of the EIA.    

It is not proposed to install standby generators at 

the tunnel head houses or substations.  In an 

emergency situation generators would be 

brought to site. Outages are unlikely to occur, 

and if they did, the generators would not be in 

constant use.  

At the tunnel head house stairwell ventilation 

fans would be installed and these are assessed 

in Section 9 of Chapter 16 Operational Noise 

(Document 5.16).  

At the tunnel head houses small 33/0.415 kV 

distribution transformers would be installed.  

These would be located within cabinets/buildings 

and would not result in audible noise beyond the 

site boundary.  

The tunnel head houses drainage pumps would 

not be audible at ground level and so are not 

assessed in the ES. 
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3.49 Paragraphs 13.6.29 and 13.7.4 of the Scoping Report 

proposes to scope out noise and vibration effects 

from routine maintenance activities which would be 

infrequent, slight, temporary and unlikely to result in 

noise or vibration disturbance. On the basis that non-

routine repairs (i.e. extensive refurbishment) would be 

addressed in the Construction Noise and Vibration 

assessment and unlikely to generate significant 

effects, the Secretary of State agrees maintenance 

activities can be scoped out of the operational noise 

and vibration assessment.    

Noted.  

Electric and Magnetic Fields and Electromagnetic Compatibility  

3.50 Chapter 16 ‘Electric and Magnetic Fields’ (EMFs) of 

the Scoping Report contains the Applicant’s 

justification for scoping out EMFs from the EIA. The 

Scoping Report states, that in accordance with NPS 

EN-5, the proposed development would comply with 

current public exposure guidelines and as such would 

not require further mitigation or result in likely 

significant effects. The Applicant states that the 

commitment to complying with EMF regulations, 

guidelines and practices is set out in National Grid’s 

Noted.  
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‘Public Position Statement’.    

3.51 On the basis that evidence is provided demonstrating 

that the specifications for the overhead line, SECs 

and underground cable (including tunnel head 

housing) comply with regulatory thresholds, and that 

significant effects are unlikely the Secretary of State 

agrees that EMFs can be scoped out of the EIA. The 

Secretary of State welcomes the proposal to include a 

separate EMF document with the DCO application 

which will satisfy the requirements of NPS EN-5 and 

include evaluations of the EMFs that would be 

produced. This document should consider both the 

overhead transmission line and any cables that are 

undergrounded and should take into account the 

International Commission on Non-Ionizing Radiation 

Protection guidelines (1998), as detailed in NPS EN-

5.     

Document 5.25 Electric and Magnetic Fields 

Report (Document 5.25) has considered both 

overhead transmission line and any cables that 

are undergrounded.  The EMF Report has taken 

into account the International Commission on 

Non-Ionizing Radiation Protection guidelines 

(1998), as required by NPS EN-5.     

3.52 Similarly, the Secretary of State agrees that the 

electromagnetic compatibility (EMC) issues (ie 

interference with television or radio) can also be 

scoped out on the basis that the Applicant has 

obtained a Certificate of Conformity under the EMC 

A copy of the Certificate of Conformity under the 

EMC Directive is included in the Electric and 

Magnetic Fields Report (Document 5.25).  
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Directive. However, the Secretary of State has been 

unable to locate Appendix B to the Scoping Report, 

which is stated to include this certificate; this should 

be provided within the ES to provide evidence of 

conformity. It would also be helpful to demonstrate in 

the ES that the specification of the overhead line, 

SECs and underground cable proposed for the project 

meets the requirements of the EMC Directive.  

Socio Economics  

3.53 It is proposed in Appendix 14.2 of the Scoping Report 

that effects on house prices are scoped out for all 

components and all stages of the proposed 

development. This is on the basis that it is not a 

material planning consideration because of the 

difficulty in assigning effects to individual projects 

taking into account the number of projects planned for 

Anglesey, and that changes in the economic status of 

wider economic issues (such as recession, etc) are 

also likely to have a bearing on property prices.  On 

this basis, the Secretary of State agrees that this 

matter can be scoped out of the EIA.   

Noted.  
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Topic Areas  

Landscape and Visual Assessment (see Scoping Report Chapter 5) 

3.54 The Secretary of State notes and welcomes that 

consultation on the proposed approach and 

methodology has been undertaken with the IACC and 

GC and that the location of the viewpoints for the 

visual assessment will be discussed and agreed with 

both Councils.        

The methodology for the landscape and visual 

assessment can be found in Section 4 of 

Chapter 7, Landscape (Document 5.7) and 

Chapter 8, Visual Assessment (Document 5.8).  

Agreed viewpoint locations are presented in 

Appendix 8.2, Viewpoint Assessment 

(Document 5.8.2.2). 

3.55 Table 5.1 ‘Compliance with NPS requirements’ of the 

Scoping Report incorrectly references the Wales 

Technical Advice Note (TAN) 8 as providing advice on 

design, rather than TAN 12.  Reference is made 

elsewhere in Section 5.2 to TAN 12 and also to 

Planning Policy Wales (PPW), although neither are 

included in the References section of this chapter.  

Care should be taken to ensure that references to 

legislation, policy, and sources of advice and 

guidance on which the Applicant relies for the 

purposes of the assessment are correctly identified in 

Legislation and Planning Policy can be found in 

Section 2 of Chapter 7, Landscape (Document 

5.7) and Chapter 8, Visual Assessment 

(Document 5.8). 
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the ES.   

3.56 Table 5.2 ‘Consultation responses’ of the Scoping 

Report states that Gwynedd Council suggested to the 

Applicant that three years has previously been 

accepted by the Planning Inspectorate as constituting 

a temporary effect.  The Secretary of State advises 

that each project should be considered on its own 

merits and that it is for the Applicant to define and 

agree with relevant consultees and explain what they 

consider to constitute a temporary effect, relevant to 

the particular effect and receptors(s) under 

consideration.            

Noted.  

3.57 The landscape and visual constraints for the study 

area are shown on Figure 5.1 of the Scoping Report 

(six sheets covering the five connection route 

sections).  However, as a result of the large scale of 

the figures, only a limited area beyond the Scoping 

Corridor is shown and not all features referenced in 

the text are visible on the figures. The Applicant 

should ensure that relevant ES figures are of a 

sufficient scale to identify features referenced in the 

Landscape constraints are shown on Figure 7.1, 

Landscape Constraints Overview (Document 

5.7.1.1) and Figure 7.2, Landscape Constraints 

(Document 5.7.1.2) presenting the constraints in 

two scales to ensure all features referenced are 

shown graphically. 

Visual receptors are shown on Figure 8.1, Visual 

Receptors (Document 5.8.1.1). 
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ES text and include a key where relevant.     Viewpoint locations can be found in Appendix 

8.2, Viewpoint Assessment (Document 5.8.2.2). 

3.58 With reference to the zone of theoretical visibility, the 

ES should describe the model used, and provide 

information on the area covered, the timing of any 

survey work and the methodology used.    

The methodology for the ZTV is described in 

Section 4.4 of Chapter 8, Visual Assessment 

(Document 5.8). 

3.59 The diagram (page 96 of the Scoping Report) 

illustrating the approach that will be taken to the 

categorisation of effects from major to negligible, 

identifies four sensitivity values of high, medium, low 

and low.  It is assumed that the double use of ‘low’ is 

an error; however the figure is also inconsistent with 

the description of landscape values provided in 

paragraph 5.6.38 as high, medium-high, medium, 

medium-low and low; and the description in 

paragraph 5.6.50 of the magnitude of landscape 

effects as very large, large,   

medium, small and very small.  Similarly, sensitivity 

values for visual receptors are categorised in 

paragraph 5.6.87 as very high, medium- high, 

medium, and low; but as very high, high, medium, and 

low in Table 5.7. The Applicant should ensure that the 

The methodology for the landscape and visual 

assessment can be found in Section 4 of 

Chapter 7, Landscape (Document 5.7) and 

Chapter 8, Visual Assessment (Document 5.8).  

Agreed viewpoint locations are presented in 

Appendix 8.2, Viewpoint Assessment 

(Document 5.8.2.2). 
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methodology and terminology used for the 

assessment is applied and described consistently 

throughout the EIA and in the ES.     

3.60 Although it is stated in paragraph 5.6.19 that the 

effects of the existing overhead line combined with 

the potential effects of the proposed overhead line, 

(which would run broadly parallel to the existing line) 

will be considered in the LVIA, Footnote 21 states that 

they could be presented as cumulative effects.  The 

Secretary of State advises that as the existing 

overhead line forms part of the existing baseline it 

should be considered in that context, not as a 

development to be considered in the cumulative LVIA.    

Noted - The existing 400 kV OHL is part of the 

baseline for the landscape and visual 

assessments. 

3.61 It is also suggested (in Footnote 22) that a 

consistency of image between the existing and 

proposed new pylons could be achieved by 

constructing new pylons of a similar height, 

specification, colour and form as the existing pylons. 

However, no information is provided in the Scoping 

Report either on the existing pylons or the potential 

design of the new pylons.  As detailed above in this 

Opinion, the Secretary of State would expect to see 

The Preferred Route Option Selection Report 

(Document 9.4) sets out a more detailed 

account of the rationale behind the choice of 

pylon and the discussions which have taken 

place with stakeholders in this respect.  

The Design Report (Document 7.17) describes 

the evolution of the Proposed Development and 

demonstrates that reducing effects to the 
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details, including the maximum parameters, of these 

components and other project infrastructure identified 

in the ES. The Secretary of State advises discussing 

design options for the proposed pylons with relevant 

consultees.    

landscape through sensitive routeing and design 

was a major consideration during its 

development. 

A description of the Proposed Development is 

included in Chapter 3 Description of the 

Proposed Development (Document 5.3). 

3.62 In accordance with NPS EN-1, potential effects of 

light pollution during construction on views and visual 

amenity should also be considered in the LVIA.     

Chapter 8 Visual Assessment (Document 5.8) 

considers effects of lighting on visual amenity 

and visual receptors during construction and 

operation. 

3.63 The text within Chapter 5 of the Scoping Report has 

focussed on the potential landscape and visual effects 

of the overhead line, SECs and tunnel and head 

houses. However, the Secretary of State notes and 

welcomes from Appendix 5.3 that the ES will also 

assess other components of the proposed 

development, including: substation works; direct cable 

burial; HDD; pipe jacking; and the bridge deck.   

The Proposed Development includes a tunnel to 

cross the Menai Strait.  The Menai Strait 

Crossing Report (Document 9.6) provides more 

detail on the rational for this choice.   

The ES considers all components of the 

Proposed Development as set out in Chapter 3 

Description of the Proposed Development 

(Document 5.3). 

3.64 Although the overhead line is included in the Scoping 

Report as a component potentially affecting 

The ES considers all components of the 

Proposed Development as set out in Chapter 3 
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landscape character and views, pylons themselves 

are not specifically referenced; for the avoidance of 

doubt, the Secretary of State considers that the 

assessment should include both the line itself and the 

pylons.    

Description of the Proposed Development 

(Document 5.3). 

The assessment includes both the line 

(conductors) and the pylons.  Any reference to 

pylons or to the OHL should be taken to include 

the steel lattice pylons, conductors and all other 

components related to the OHL.   

3.65 There is limited information provided in relation to the 

potential mitigation measures, other than broad 

references in this chapter to onsite and offsite planting 

and in paragraph 2.7.3 of Chapter 2 to native or 

ornamental planting and hard landscaping.  Details of 

planting schemes should be provided within the ES, 

and if planting is to be relied upon for mitigation, the 

ES should set out anticipated growth rates to 

demonstrate that mitigation is achievable within the 

time periods specified in the ES.    

Figures 7.12-7.16 Landscape Mitigation 

Proposals (Document 5.7.1.12-5.7.1.16) present 

more detailed information on specification of 

proposed planting.  

Assumptions relating to growth rates are set out 

in section 4 and mitigation measures are set of in 

section 9 of Chapter 7, Landscape (Document 

5.7) and Chapter 8, Visual Assessment 

(Document 5.8). 

3.66 The Secretary of State welcomes that the assessment 

will cross-reference to other relevant topics, such as 

ecology and nature conservation and the historic 

environment, including in relation to potential effects 

ES Chapter 7, Landscape takes a number of 

other relevant topics into consideration as listed 

in Section 1 of Document 5.7.  
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of proposed mitigation measures.     Intra-Project Effects are set out Chapter 19 

(Document 5.19).   

Proposed mitigation measures from other topics, 

as set out in the Schedule of Mitigation 

(Document 5.28), are included as part of the 

Proposed Development and assessed 

accordingly. 

3.67 The Applicant’s attention is drawn to the comments of 

IACC and GC, particularly in relation to consideration 

of visual effects on residential receptors; the setting of 

the Anglesey AONB; infrastructure either side of the 

Menai Strait (such as the SECS); and potential 

mitigation measures such as landscaping.  The 

Applicant should also note NRW’s comments, 

particularly in relation to potential impacts on the 

Anglesey AONB (see Appendix 3 of this Opinion).      

Chapter 5 EIA Consultation (Document 5.5) 

summarises responses to comments made by 

the LPAs and NRW. 

3.68 The Applicant’s attention is drawn to the comments of 

Snowdonia National Park Authority, particularly in 

relation to potential impacts on the National Park, the 

Anglesey AONB and the Llyn AONB, which is not 

mentioned in the Scoping Report, other than in Table 

Chapter 5 EIA Consultation (Document 5.5) 

summarises response to comments made by the 

LPAs, NRW and Snowdonia National Park 

Authority. 
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1 of Appendix 3.1 which summarises local planning 

policies.                

Section 4 of ES Chapter 7 Landscape 

(Document 5.7) discusses how the assessment 

has considered potential effects on these 

nationally designated landscapes. The results of 

the assessment are reported Section 9 and 

summarised in Section 11 of Document 5.7.  

Section 9 additionally provides the detailed 

landscape assessments in relation to designated 

landscapes.  

Ecology and Nature Conservation (see Scoping Report Chapter 6) 

3.70 Section 6.4 of the Scoping Report identifies the 

Scoping Study Area, which comprises: the main 

Scoping Corridor; an additional 2km for some habitats 

and species (which have not been specified); and a 

10km buffer for bats. The DCO application will be for 

a refined scheme, with a smaller red line boundary. 

The Scoping Report has not defined what the study 

area within the ES would be. These should be clearly 

defined within the ES and sufficiently broad to enable 

the ecology of the wider area to be understood in 

addition to the route alignment itself. The ES should 

justify the chosen study areas, for example with 

The study areas used in relation to different 

habitats and species, and the reasons for the 

extent of each study area are set out in section 6 

study area (of ES Chapter 9, Ecology and Nature 

Conservation (Document 5.9)), which includes 

reference to discussions with NRW, IACC and 

Gwynedd Council. 
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reference to relevant guidance documents, and be 

agreed with NRW and the Council’s where possible.     

3.71 The Applicant’s attention is drawn to the comments of 

the Councils (see Appendix 3 of this Opinion) 

regarding the need to consider priority species and 

habitats listed under Section 42 of the Natural 

Environment and Rural Communities Act 2006.   

The NERC Act 2006 is now replaced in Wales by 

the Environment (Wales) Act 2016, with species 

and habitats listed under S7.  Relevant habitats 

and species of principal importance listed under 

S7 of the Act are identified in section 7 baseline 

conditions and any effects are reported in 

sections 8 potential effects, and 9 mitigation and 

residual effects. 

3.72 The Secretary of State notes from the Councils’ 

comments (see Appendix 3 of this Opinion) that 

Glynllifon SAC is located approximately 10km south 

west of the Scoping Study Area and for which lesser 

horseshoe bats are a feature. Given that the SAC is 

located close to the 10km study area detailed in the 

Scoping Report, the Secretary of State recommends 

that the SAC is considered for inclusion in the 

assessment on a precautionary basis.   

This Proposed Development now covers a much 

smaller spatial area than the Scoping Corridor 

and is more than 13 km away from the Glynllifon 

SAC.  It is therefore considered appropriate not 

to include this designated site in the ES as there 

is no pathway for a likely significant effect on this 

designated site.  Further information is provided 

in the Habitats Regulations Assessment Report 

(Document 5.23). 

3.73 The Scoping Report does not identify the timings or 

study areas for the surveys undertaken to date, or 

Details of the timing of surveys, study areas and 

survey areas are included in section 4 
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those proposed. As such, it is difficult to comment on 

the appropriateness on such surveys. The ES should 

provide this detail.   

methodology and section 6 study area.  Further 

details including specific dates, weather and any 

other material considerations are included in the 

Appendices 9.3 to 9.17 (Documents 5.9.2.3 to 

17). 

3.74 The Scoping Report notes that access has been 

limited for some of the ecological surveys undertaken 

to date. The Applicant should ensure that they have 

sufficient survey information to support the ecological 

assessment and is advised to discuss this with NRW 

and the Councils. In this regard, the Applicant is 

reminded of the potential to use section 53 of the 

Planning Act 2008 to apply to the Secretary of State 

for access to land.   

Details of the final survey coverage and the 

adequacy of data for the purposes of 

assessment are included in section 7 baseline 

conditions and section 9 mitigation and residual 

effects. 

Use of Section 53 was not necessary. 

3.75 The Secretary of State draws the Applicant’s attention 

to the detailed comments within Section 6.5 of the 

Councils’ response, specifically in relation to survey 

methodology. The Applicant is advised to address 

these matters during the pre-application stage and 

ensure they are reflected within the ES.   

The survey methodology is described in section 

4 methodology, and reflects discussions with the 

Councils and NRW. 
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3.76 The Secretary of State notes the comments of the 

Councils that Anglesey supports a strong population 

of polecats and recommends that the Applicant 

discusses the need for surveys for polecats with the 

Councils and NRW. The Applicant should also explain 

why no further surveys would be undertaken for 

brown hare.    

Details of the approach discussed and agreed 

with the Councils and NRW relating to polecat 

and brown hare are included in section 4 

methodology as well as in the Terrestrial 

Mammal Report (Document 5.9.2.12). 

3.77 Paragraph 6.6.83 of the Scoping Report states that 

‘due to the large extent of the Scoping Corridor, and 

number of remaining route options, it is proposed to 

undertake only representative transects in order to 

index breeding bird populations for one season during 

spring 2016’. By the time the application is made, the 

route alignment should be accurately determined and 

not so wide-ranging to represent different route 

options. The Secretary of State would expect 

sufficient survey data to be available for the final route 

alignment and recommends that the approach to 

surveying for breeding birds, including the locations of 

vantage points, is agreed with NRW and the Councils. 

The Applicant’s attention is drawn to the comments of 

NRW and the Councils (see Appendix 3 of this 

The transect alignments have been modified to 

reflect the Order Limits and have been discussed 

with NRW and the Councils.  The survey 

locations and results are provided in Appendix 

9.15 Ornithological Assessment Report 

(Document 5.9.2.15). 
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Opinion) regarding vantage points.    

3.78 With regard to the terrestrial invertebrate surveys, the 

ES should clearly explain what ‘suitable habitats’ 

would comprise.   

This information is included in Appendix 9.14 

Terrestrial Invertebrate Report (Document 

5.9.2.14). 

3.79 Paragraph 6.6.100 of the Scoping Report states that 

direct burial of cables on the seabed has been 

discounted. However, as noted above in this Opinion, 

the Secretary of State is unclear as to the options for 

crossing the Menai Strait and in assuming a worst 

case scenario for intertidal and subtidal ecology, has 

considered the potential for burial by trenching 

methods. The Secretary of State notes the comments 

of the Councils (see Appendix 3 of this Opinion) that 

‘other methods remain which could have significant 

effects on the intertidal and subtidal habitats of the 

SAC’. The Secretary of State considers that a 

proportionate approach should be undertaken to 

assessing potential impacts on the intertidal and 

subtidal environment which is relevant  

to the chosen crossing method and the location of 

works.    

The assessment provided is of the Proposed 

Development, which includes a tunnel crossing 

of the Menai Strait.  There are three tunnel 

construction scenarios considered in section 9 

mitigation and residual effects, which includes 

consideration of marine habitats and species. 
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3.80 The Scoping Report has provided limited details 

regarding potential impacts on the marine 

environment, specifically within the Menai Strait. For 

example, the ES should consider the potential for 

noise and vibration impacts on marine receptors from 

construction.   

The assessment provided is of the Proposed 

Development, which includes a tunnel crossing 

of the Menai Strait.  Construction noise modelling 

from tunnelling operations has been carried out 

(detailed in Construction Underwater Noise 

Report (Document 5.9.2.18).  This forms the 

basis of the underwater noise assessment.  

3.81 The Secretary of State welcomes the descriptions of 

the terms ‘significant’ and ‘not significant’. Where 

professional judgement is used to make these 

decisions, these must be clearly rationalised within 

the ES.    

Noted.  The process used to identify significance 

is set out section 4 methodology. 

3.82 The Secretary of State welcomes the proposed 

assessment of collision risk within the ES. 

Consideration should be given to feeding and hunting 

grounds, migration corridors and breeding grounds. 

The Applicant should also give consideration to the 

mitigation measures suggested in NPS EN-5 and 

explain within the ES how these have been taken into 

account.    

The assessment of collision risk is reported in 

section 9 mitigation and residual effects, which 

confirms that no mitigation is required.  The 

assessment of effects on migration corridors in 

the marine environment is also in section 9 

mitigation and residual effects. 



Environmental Statement Appendix 5.1  
Schedule Of Responses To The Scoping Opinion 
Document Number 5.5.2.1 Page 92 

North Wales Connection Project  

Table 1: Responses to the Secretary of State’s Scoping Opinion 

Section Reference  Comment  How the comment has been addressed  

3.83 The Scoping Report identifies a number of areas of 

ancient woodland within the Scoping Study Area 

however does not identify a value for this receptor 

within Table 6.5. The Applicant should ensure that an 

assessment of the potential impacts on this 

biodiversity resource is presented within the ES in line 

with paragraph 5.3.14 of EN-1.   

Information about the presence and value of 

ancient woodland is provided within section 7 

baseline conditions.  Effects on ancient 

woodland are reported in section 8 potential 

effects, section 9 mitigation and residual effects 

and section 10 cumulative effects. 

3.84 The Scoping Report identifies a large number of 

designated sites in the vicinity of the proposed 

development. The ES should clearly set out the 

potential impacts on these sites. In relation to SSSIs, 

further information is provided in Section 4 of this 

Opinion and the Applicant’s attention is drawn to the 

comments of NRW in Appendix 3 of this Opinion.    

Effects on designated sites are reported in 

section 8 potential effects, section 9 mitigation 

and residual effects and section 10 cumulative 

effects. 

3.85 The Applicant’s attention is drawn to the comments of 

NRW (see Appendix 3 of this Opinion) regarding the 

need to consider biosecurity. With this in mind, the 

Applicant should also have due regard to section 5.6 

of NPS EN-1.   

Biosecurity measures are included within the 

CEMP (Document 7.4) and within the 

Biodiversity Mitigation Strategy (Document 7.7) 

Biological elements of statutory nuisance are 

reported in the Statement of Statutory Nuisance 

(Document 5.24). 
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3.86 The Scoping Report has not provided any details on 

potential mitigation or enhancement within the 

chapter; the ES should provide this detail. The 

Applicant should have due regard to paragraph 5.3.18 

of EN-1 and ensure that the ES demonstrates how 

such mitigation measures have been incorporated 

into the proposed development.    

Mitigation measures are detailed in section 9 

mitigation and residual effects, with further 

details provided in the Biodiversity Mitigation 

Strategy (Document 7.7).  Enhancement 

measures are detailed in the Enhancement 

Strategy (Document 7.13). 

3.87 In considering the potential impacts of noise, vibration 

and air quality impacts on ecological receptors, 

appropriate cross reference should be made to other 

relevant chapters of the ES.    

Cross references to other topic chapters or 

appendices are included in section 8 potential 

effects and section 9 mitigation and residual 

effects of Chapter 9, Ecology and Nature 

Conservation (Document 5.9).  

3.88 The Secretary of State notes the possible need for an 

Appropriate Assessment in view of the proposed 

development site’s location in relation to a number of 

European sites and refers the Applicant to Section 4 

of this Opinion for further information on this.    

The need for Appropriate Assessment is 

considered in the Habitats Regulations 

Assessment Report (Document 5.23). 

3.109 With regard to the Applicant’s proposed approach to 

diatoms and macroinvertebrates, as detailed in 

paragraph 9.6.9 of the Scoping Report, the Secretary 

of State notes that the requirements of the WFD will 

The scope of the aquatic ecology assessment is 

limited to macroinvertebrates and fish and is 

described in section 4 as well as in Appendix 

9.13 Freshwater Report (Document 5.9.2.13) 
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not necessarily perfectly align with that of EIA.  If 

there is the potential for significant effects (direct or 

indirect) on these receptors, then they should be 

assessed accordingly within the ES.  Such an 

assessment may be appropriately placed in the 

ecology chapter of the ES. 

and the Marine Ecology Reports Appendix 9.16 

Intertidal Report (Document 5.9.2.16) and 

Appendix 9.17 Subtidal Report (Document 

5.9.2.17).  Although diatoms are an indicator of 

water quality, and are used as such under the 

Water Framework Directive (WFD), they are, in 

themselves, not considered to be potential 

receptors of likely significant ecological effects, 

and are not therefore considered in this chapter. 

Historic Environment (see Scoping Report Chapter 7) 

3.89 Paragraph 7.5.6 identifies that there is one Registered 

Landscape of Outstanding Historic Interest (LOHI) 

within the Scoping Corridor and paragraph 7.5.26 

states that land within the Dinorwig LOHI is included 

in Section 5 of the corridor.  Figure 7.2 is entitled 

‘Dinorwig LOHI Character Areas’ and appears to 

identify six LOHIs, four of which extend into the 

Scoping Corridor.  The Secretary of State assumes 

that these are sub areas within the Dinorwig LOHI, 

however recommends that this is clarified within the 

ES and accompanying figures.  The Applicant’s 

attention is drawn to the comments of the Councils in 

The Secretary of State’s assumption that these 

are sub areas of the Dinorwig LOHI is correct 

and this is clarified in Figure 10.7 (Document 

5.10.1.7).  

The Order Limits are partly within the Dinorwig 

LOHI.  An assessment of the significance of the 

impact of the Proposed Development on historic 

landscape areas (ASIDOHL) has been 

undertaken and is included in Appendix 10.3 

(Document 5.10.2.3). 
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relation to this point (see Appendix 3 of this Opinion).   

3.90 Although WHSs are identified in Footnote 32 of the 

Scoping Report as heritage assets, no further 

reference is made to WHSs in this chapter or its 

accompanying figures and appendices.  The 

Secretary of State notes that WHSs are referenced in 

the Landscape and Visual Assessment chapter and 

recommends that cross-reference is made  from the 

ES Historic Environment topic chapter to the location 

in the ES of information about WHSs that may be 

affected by the proposed development.     

This was addressed in Section 5.2 of the PEIR, 

which confirmed that there would be no effect on 

any WHS.  This is reaffirmed in Section 8.2of ES 

Chapter 10, Historic Environment (Document 

5.10). 

3.91 It is stated in paragraph 7.6.11 of the Scoping Report 

that currently there is no Welsh guidance on the 

assessment of effects on the setting of heritage 

assets in Wales, though it is anticipated that such 

guidance will be issued during the course of the EIA. 

Therefore, subject to the issue of any guidance in 

Wales, the Applicant proposes to undertake the 

assessment according to the approach set out in 

equivalent English guidance. The Applicant’s attention 

is drawn to Welsh Government’s comments that the 

guidance will be issued in draft form in summer 2016 

The guidance Setting of Historic Assets in Wales 

was adopted in May 2017, having previously 

been issued as a consultation draft.  The 

assessment has therefore been completed with 

reference to this guidance and not the equivalent 

English guidance. 
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(see Appendix 3 of this Opinion). The title of the 

English guidance is not provided in the text or the list 

of references contained in the chapter.  The guidance 

on which the Applicant relies for the purposes of the 

historic environment assessment should be specified 

and an explanation for the approach taken should be 

provided in the ES.     

3.92 No reference is made in this chapter of the Scoping 

Report to the approach that would be taken to dealing 

with any unrecorded heritage assets, such as 

archaeological features, that are discovered during 

construction of the proposed development.  Details of 

how this matter would be addressed should be 

provided in the ES topic chapter.  The Applicant’s 

attention is drawn to the comments of the Councils 

about the potential for discovery of unrecorded 

archaeological features along the overhead line route 

(see Appendix 3 of this Opinion).    

This matter is addressed in Section 9 of 

Document 5.10 and dealt in detail within the 

Archaeological Strategy (Document 7.8). 

3.93 The Secretary of State welcomes the ongoing 

consultation with key stakeholders, and that the final 

selection of assets to be included within the settings 

It is confirmed that the assets included in the 

settings assessment have all been shared with 

Cadw, Isle of Anglesey County Council (IACC) 

and Gwynedd Council and no further comments 
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assessment will be agreed with Cadw, IACC, and GC.     were raised regarding the list of assets. 

Geology, Hydrogeology and Ground Conditions (see Scoping Report Chapter 8)  

3.94 The baseline for the ES should explain and justify the 

extent of the study area. This will be important to 

ensure that the impacts are considered over a 

sufficiently wide area.  

Section 6 study area explains the extent of the 

study area for this topic in ES Chapter 11, 

Geology, Hydrogeology and Ground Conditions 

(Document 5.11).   

3.95 The Applicant’s attention is drawn to the comments of 

the Councils (see Appendix 3 of this Opinion) 

regarding information sources to inform the baseline 

environment.   

These information sources have been consulted 

to inform the baseline presented in section 7 

baseline conditions in ES Chapter 11, Geology, 

Hydrogeology and Ground Conditions 

(Document 5.11).   

3.96 Table 8.10 of the Scoping Report has identified 

Source Protection Zones (SPZs) as an example 

receptor, however the Scoping Report has not 

identified whether or not SPZs are present within the 

Scoping Study Area. The ES should identify any 

SPZs around potable groundwater abstractions.    

In the absence of SPZ boundaries in Wales, 

SPZs have been identified as 50 m around 

potable groundwater abstractions, in line with 

guidance provided by Natural Resources Wales. 

This is further explained in section 7 baseline 

conditions in ES Chapter 11, Geology, 

Hydrogeology and Ground Conditions 

(Document 5.11).   
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3.97 Limited information has been provided in the Scoping 

Report regarding the baseline conditions under the 

Menai Strait. The Secretary of State would expect the 

ES to include a detailed baseline description and a 

robust assessment of the potential impacts of 

crossing the Strait.   

The geology underlying the Menai Strait is 

described in section 7 baseline conditions in in 

ES Chapter 11, Geology, Hydrogeology and 

Ground Conditions (Document 5.11).  Potential 

impacts are identified for the tunnel crossing of 

the Menai Strait, as described in section 8 

potential effects and section 9 mitigation and 

residual effects in ES Chapter 11, Geology, 

Hydrogeology and Ground Conditions 

(Document 5.11).  Further information is 

provided in ES Chapter 9, Ecology and Nature 

Conservation (Document 5.9) which also 

considers impacts on the marine environment.  

3.98 Table 8.10 of the Scoping Report identifies four levels 

of sensitivity of receptors; however Table 8.12 

identifies only three levels of ‘value’ in the matrix used 

to define significance. The Applicant should ensure 

that this discrepancy is resolved within the ES.   

There are four levels of value in the matrix, 

however, this table was split over two pages in 

the Scoping Report.   

The significance matrix is included as Table 11.5 

of ES Chapter 11, Geology, Hydrogeology and 

Ground Conditions (Document 5.11).     

3.99 The Secretary of State notes the potential for using 

piling to construct the pylon foundations. The ES 

Plans DE/PS/08 Sheets 1 – 4 (Document 4.4) 

submitted with the application illustrate the 
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should detail the depth of the piled foundations and 

the construction methodology to be utilised for these 

activities as these could have implications for ground 

conditions and groundwater. If piling would take place 

around areas of contaminated land, the ES should 

assess the likely effects and if necessary provide 

mitigation measures that would be required to protect 

sensitive receptors e.g. groundwater. Where piling 

works are proposed close to existing structures (e.g. 

buildings or bridges) the ES should also assess 

whether these might be affected by changes in the 

stability of the land.   

foundation types for a typical lattice pylon.  

Details of the proposed foundation types for the 

pylons and gantries are included in ES Chapter 

3, Description of the Proposed Development 

(Document 5.3).   

The potential effects of piling are considered 

within section 8 potential effects and section 9 

mitigation and residual effects in ES Chapter 11, 

Geology, Hydrogeology and Ground Conditions 

(Document 5.11).     

3.100 The Scoping Report identifies the potential for shallow 

mining areas to be present within the Scoping Study 

Area; the potential effects on such areas have not 

been considered in section 8.7 but should be 

assessed in the ES and any necessary mitigation 

measures identified.   

An assessment of coal mining areas is included 

in the section 7 baseline conditions in ES 

Chapter 11 Geology, Hydrogeology and Ground 

Conditions (Document 5.11).  Potential effects 

are considered within section 8 potential effects 

and section 9 mitigation and residual effects of 

ES Chapter 11 Geology, Hydrogeology and 

Ground Conditions (Document 5.11).  

3.101 The ES should give due consideration to the potential 

impacts of undergrounding the cables on geology, 

As stated in ES Chapter 4 (Document 5.4) the 

proposed connection would cross the Menai 
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hydrogeology and ground conditions. The ES should 

detail how any excavated soil would be stored on site 

during the cable laying process and any necessary 

mitigation measures. Appropriate cross reference 

should be made to the Agriculture topic chapter of the 

ES.   

Strait by means of a tunnel.  There would be 

short sections of underground cable within 

concrete trenches between the Cable Sealing 

End Compounds (CSECs) and the Tunnel Head 

Houses (THH).   

In addition relocated third party power cables 

could be laid underground and these works are 

considered within section 8 potential effects and 

section 9 mitigation and residual effects in ES 

Chapter 11 Geology, Hydrogeology and Ground 

Conditions (Document 5.11).   

3.102 If tunnelling is the chosen option for crossing the 

Menai Strait, information should be provided on the 

storage and disposal of spoil from these works. The 

Secretary of State advises that a Material 

Management Plan may be an appropriate method to 

control significant effects. The Applicant should 

ensure that the plan includes sufficient detail to 

demonstrate efficacy and it will need to be adequately 

secured.    

As stated in Chapter 4 (Document 5.4) of the ES 

the Menai Strait would be crossed by means of a 

tunnel.  Tunnel arisings would be stored on site 

before being removed to an appropriate location 

in line with the Outline Waste Management Plan 

(OWMP) (Document 7.11) and Outline Materials 

Management Plan (OMMP) (Document 7.12).   
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3.103 The Applicant’s attention is drawn to the comments of 

the Councils (see Appendix 3 of this Opinion) 

regarding the need to consider seismic risk, 

particularly on the tunnel structures.   

The relationship with other topic areas has been 

considered and cross references included within 

ES Chapter 11 Geology, Hydrogeology and 

Ground Conditions (Document 5.11) where 

appropriate. 

3.104 The relationship with other topic areas such as, for 

instance, water quality, water resources and ecology 

should be considered and appropriate cross-

reference made within the ES.   

Section 6 study area explains the extent of the 

study area for this topic in ES Chapter 11, 

Geology, Hydrogeology and Ground Conditions 

(Document 5.11).   

Water Quality, Resources and Flood Risk (see Scoping Report Chapter 9) 

3.105 The Secretary of State welcomes the definition of 

study areas within the Scoping Report and notes the 

two-tiered approach of a ‘Local Hydrological Study 

Area’ (LHSA) and a ‘Wider Hydrological Study Area’ 

(WHSA). However, the WHSA has not been as clearly 

identified as the LHSA and it would be useful for a 

figure to be provided showing the extent of the 

WHSA. The final study areas used in the EIA should 

be agreed with consultees, including NRW and the 

IACC and GC as the lead local flood authorities. The 

The supporting Figure 12.1 (Document 5.12.1.1) 

delineates the extent of the WFSA.   

Section 6 provides a description and rationale for 

the selection of the LHSA and WHSA.  The study 

areas were presented to NRW, IACC and 

Gwynedd Council on 12 February 2016 and 

included within the Preliminary Environmental 

Information Reports (PEIR). 
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ES should justify the study areas chosen.    

3.106 The Secretary of State welcomes the clear 

identification of Water Framework Directive (WFD) 

bodies within the Scoping Report and the proposal for 

the production of a separate WFD compliance 

assessment to form an appendix to the ES. The 

assessment should identify whether the proposed 

development could prevent any mitigation measures 

or actions intended to achieve good ecological 

status/good ecological potential from being 

implemented. Further comments regarding WFD can 

be found in Section 4 of this Opinion.    

Noted.  

3.107 The Scoping Report presents average rainfall 

estimates for the period of 1961-1990; this data is 

therefore over 25 years old and the Secretary of State 

queries whether more up-to-date data is available. 

Should data of this age be used, the ES should justify 

its appropriateness and the Applicant is advised to 

agree its use with relevant consultees.   

The Standard Average Annual Rainfall (SAAR) 

values are provided for the purpose of providing 

context in ES Chapter 12 Water Quality, 

Resources and Flood Risk (Document 5.12).  

They represent widely used and easily 

accessible data, which can be interrogated at a 

detailed level.  However climate data from the 

nearest weather station (Valley) has also been 

provided for the climate period 1981 – 2010 for 
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context.   

For the purposes of assessing flood risk the FCA 

Appendices 12.1 – 4 (Documents 5.12.2.1 – 4) 

has used the most up to date UK guidance and 

data for rainfall. 

3.108 The Secretary of State welcomes the consideration of 

the future baseline which will take into account 

potential changes in climate, land use and any 

measures implemented under the WFD.   

Noted.  

3. 109 With regard to the Applicant’s proposed approach to 

diatoms and  macroinvertebrates, as detailed in 

paragraph 9.6.9 of the Scoping Report, the Secretary 

of State notes that the requirements of the WFD will 

not necessarily perfectly align with that of EIA.  If 

there is the potential for significant effects (direct or 

indirect) on these receptors, then they should be 

assessed accordingly within the ES. Such an 

assessment may be appropriately placed in the 

ecology chapter of the ES.     

Although diatoms are an indicator of water 

quality, and are used as such under the Water 

Framework Directive (WFD), they are, in 

themselves, not considered to be potential 

receptors of likely significant ecological effects, 

and are not therefore considered in this chapter. 

The scope of the aquatic ecology assessment is 

limited to macroinvertebrates and fish and is 

described in section 4 as well as in Appendix 

9.13 Freshwater Report (Document 5.9.2.13) 

and the Marine Ecology Reports Appendix 9.16 

Intertidal Report (Document 5.9.2.16) and 
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Appendix 9.17 Subtidal Report (Document 

5.9.2.17).   

3.110 The Secretary of State welcomes the provision of a 

Flood Consequence Assessment (FCA) that will 

accord with NPS EN-1. The FCA should form an 

appendix to the ES and should clearly demonstrate 

and evidence how the sequential and exception tests 

can be passed.    

The FCA is provided in Appendices 12.1 –4 

(Documents 5.12.2.1 – 4). The FCA 

demonstrates how the sequential and exception 

tests can be passed. 

3.111 The Scoping Report states that the Scoping Study 

Area crosses several areas of Flood Zone C2. In 

accordance with NPS EN-1, the ES should therefore 

demonstrate that the proposed development will not 

result in a net 

The FCA Appendices 12.1 – 4 (Documents 

5.12.2.1 – 4) and the residual effects reported in 

Section 9.5 of ES Chapter 12 Water Quality, 

Resources and Flood Risk (Document 5.12), 

both demonstrate that following the 

implementation of prescribed mitigation 

measures, the Proposed Development would not 

result in a net loss of floodplain storage and 

would not impede water flows. 

3.112 The Secretary of State welcomes that drainage 

impact assessments would be provided where 

significant areas of new and permanent impermeable 

surfaces would be developed. The Scoping Report 

As outlined in Table 12.20 Water Environment 

(WE) Mitigation Measures 51 - 53 include for the 

provision of a Drainage Management Plan post 

grant of a DCO, and this would build upon 
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states that this would most notably be at the SECs 

and location of the works to the existing substations. 

The Applicant should give consideration to providing 

such an assessment for the tunnel head houses 

(should a tunnel be chosen). In accordance with NPS 

EN-1, the drainage system should comply with any 

National Standards published by Ministers under 

Paragraph 5(1) of Schedule 3 to the Flood and Water 

Management Act 2010; this should be demonstrated 

within the assessments.    

drainage information where appropriate.  The 

provision of the Drainage Management Plan 

would be secured through DCO Requirement 7.   

Outline drainage information has been provided 

for the Construction and Operational Compounds 

at Braint and Tŷ Fodol sites in Appendix 12.3 

(Document 5.12.2.3).  Outline drainage 

information is also referenced in Appendix 12.4 

(Document 5.12.2.4) for the Construction 

Compounds at Penmynydd Road and Pentir.  

The key requirements for drainage strategies 

throughout the Order Limits are discussed in 

FCA Volume 4 (Document 5.12.2.4) and in the 

CEMP (Document 7.4). 

3.113 Paragraph 9.6.34 of the Scoping Report states that ‘it 

is not proposed to quantify the drainage impact of 

temporary aggregate-surfaced access roads and 

construction compounds used for the construction of 

the Project’. However, the Secretary of State is 

concerned that the 6 year construction period is not 

‘temporary’ and considers that this approach should 

be discussed and agreed with the relevant 

The CEMP (Document 7.4) includes measures 

to ensure that access track drainage impacts are 

managed. In particular measures WE51 - 53 

outline typical drainage management measures 

that would ensure that runoff does not contribute 

towards track deterioration.  The need for 

quantification of drainage impacts in relation to 

access tracks was discussed with relevant 
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consultees.    consultees and no changes to the proposed 

approach have been necessary. 

A flood modelling assessment is provided in 

Annex A to Appendix 12.3 (Document 5.12.2.3).  

This has demonstrated that the Braint tunnel 

head house/cable sealing end compound 

(THH/CSEC) platform would remain safe during 

the design 0.1% AEP + 75% climate change 

scenario. 

Outline drainage information has been provided 

for each of the construction and operational 

compounds at the Braint and Tŷ Fodol sites in 

Appendix 12.3 (Document 5.12.2.3) and for the 

Penmynydd Road and Pentir construction 

compounds provided in Appendix 12.4 

(Document 5.12.2.4).  This shows that flood risk 

generated on-site would be adequately mitigated 

as required by EN-1 and TAN 15.   

As outlined in Table 12.20 within ES Chapter 12 

Water Quality, Resources and Flood Risk 

(Document 5.12), measure WE51 has been 

identified for the development of a Drainage 
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Management Plan, which would build upon 

drainage information where appropriate.  The 

provision of a Drainage Management Plan would 

be secured through DCO Requirement 7.   

3.114 The Secretary of State notes the screening 

assessment for potential impacts on designated sites 

in Appendix 9.1 of the Scoping Report and advises 

that this information is also provided in the ES to 

demonstrate that sites screened out of the 

assessment have not simply been overlooked.    

These screening assessment details are 

provided in Appendix 12.6: Assessment of 

statutory national and international designated 

sites for hydrology (Document 5.12.2.6). 

3.115 The Secretary of State welcomes the consideration of 

design mitigation early on the design phase of the 

proposed development, including the incorporation of 

sustainable drainage elements; details of which 

should be provided in the ES.  In relation to bridges, 

where certain designs are proposed to minimise 

morphological disturbance and conveyance effects, 

the Applicant should ensure that any such designs 

are appropriately secured within the DCO application 

(e.g. as part of the authorised development within the 

draft DCO, through a DCO requirement, or through a 

management plan that would be subject to a DCO 

The approval of design and management plans 

would be secured through DCO Requirement 7. 

Relevant CEMP measures secured through DCO 

Requirement 6 are presented in Table 12.20.  

Flood Management (FM) Measure FM12 outlines 

that Flood Risk Activities Permits or Ordinary 

Watercourse Consents (OWC) to cover all 

watercourse crossings.  The CEMP (Document 

7.4) would be secured through DCO 

Requirement 6.   
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requirement).    FM24 and FM25 also set out management plans 

that would be required for works including 

bridges and culverting works. 

Outline drainage information has also been 

provided for each of the Construction and 

Operation of the Tunnel and Compounds at 

Braint and Tŷ Fodol in Appendix 12.3 

(Document 5.12.2.3).  Outline drainage 

information is referenced for the Penmynydd 

Road and Pentir Construction Compounds are 

provided in Appendix 12.4 (Document 5.12.2.4).  

The key requirements for drainage throughout 

the Order Limits are discussed in Appendix 12.4 

(Document 5.12.2.4).  The CEMP measures WE 

51 – 53 require the preparation and submission 

of a detailed Drainage Management Plan to 

NRW, which would build on all of this drainage 

information.  The provision of a Drainage 

Management Plan would be secured through 

DCO Requirement 7.   

3.116 Similarly, any control management measures and 

bespoke mitigation should be appropriately controlled 

The key requirements for drainage throughout 

the Order Limits are discussed in FCA Volume 4 
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through the draft DCO. The Scoping Report states 

that agreed measures would be specified in a CEMP 

as the project develops; the Secretary of State notes 

the draft provided in Appendix 4.1 of the Scoping 

Report and would expect a refined draft to be 

provided with the application documents. Similarly, a 

draft of the Water Management Plan referred to in 

paragraph 9.7.25 of the Scoping Report should be 

provided.   

(Document 5.12.2.4) and in the CEMP 

(Document 7.4).  The CEMP, which is secured 

by DCO Requirement 6, requires the preparation 

and submission of a detailed specific Drainage 

Management Plan to NRW, which would build on 

this drainage information (WE51).  The Drainage 

Management Plan would be secured through 

DCO Requirement 7.   

A Water Management Plan for the crossing of 

the Menai Strait is no longer required as the 

crossing is now by tunnel and the tunnel 

compounds are a considerable distance from the 

Menai Strait Coastal WFD Water Body 

(GB681010120000).   

Outline drainage information has been provided 

for each of the construction and operational 

compounds at Braint and Tŷ Fodol in Appendix 

12.3 (Document 5.12.2.3), and for the 

Penmynydd Road and Pentir Construction 

Compounds in Appendix 12.4 (Document 

5.12.2.4). 
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3.117 The Secretary of State notes the presence of 

reservoirs within the Scoping Study Area; the ES 

should appropriately assess the potential impacts on 

these waterbodies. The Applicant is advised to 

consult Dŵr Cymru in relation to these receptors.    

Discussions have been held with NRW and Dŵr 

Cymru Welsh Water (DCWW) in relation to these 

receptors.  Chapter 5 EIA Consultation 

(Document 5.5) provides details of stakeholder 

consultation.  Potential effects on both the Alaw 

and Cefni reservoirs are reported in Section 9 of 

ES Chapter 12 Water Quality, Resources and 

Flood Risk (Document 5.12).   

Traffic and Transport (see Scoping Report Chapter 10) 

3.118 The Secretary of State welcomes the confirmation in 

this chapter that the Applicant will provide with the ES 

a Construction Traffic Management Plan, a Traffic 

Assessment, a Travel Plan, a CEMP, and a PRoW 

Management Plan. As previously noted, where 

mitigation is relied upon within the ES to avoid an 

adverse impact and is proposed to be included within 

a plan to be secured by the draft DCO, the Secretary 

of State would expect a sufficiently detailed but draft 

version of the plan to be provided with the application.    

An Outline Construction Traffic Management 

Plan (OCTMP) (Document 7.5), CEMP 

(Document 7.4) and PRoW Management Plan 

(Document 7.6) have been produced.    

A Transport Assessment (TA), including a 

Framework Travel Plan, is also provided in 

Appendix 13.1 (Document 5.13.2.1). 

3.119 The Secretary of State notes that although the 

Department for Transport’s ‘Guidance for Transport 

Guidance for Transport Assessments’ has 

formed the basis for the scope of the TA.   Since 
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Assessment’ has been superseded by ‘Transport 

Evidence Bases in Plan Making’ the Applicant 

proposes to use the former guidance on the basis that 

many local authorities continue to advise that it should 

be relied upon.  The Councils are content with this 

approach as being a starting point for agreement of 

the scope with highway authorities (see  

Appendix 3 of this Opinion). The Secretary of State 

recommends that the Applicant engages further with 

the Councils on the assessment methodology and 

clearly explains in the ES the reasoning for departing 

from any extant guidance.   

the publication of the Preliminary Environmental 

Information Report (PEIR), the scope and 

methodology for the TA (Document 5.13.2.1) 

has been further developed through ongoing 

dialogue with relevant highway authorities.  

Where there are departures from the extant 

guidance these have been agreed with the 

highways authorities. The extant guidance relies 

upon agreement of the scope with highways 

authorities and this has been undertaken. 

3.120 The inclusion of figures in the Scoping Report 

showing the location of PRoWs is welcomed.  The 

Secretary of State suggests that all PRoWs included 

in the assessment are identified by a name/number 

on the corresponding figures submitted with the ES.  

The Applicant’s attention is drawn to the comments of 

the Councils in relation to identifying features and 

quantitative baseline information (see Appendix 3 of 

this Opinion).   

PRoWs impacted by the Proposed Development 

are assessed in Section 9 mitigation and residual 

effects and are shown on Figure 13.6 

(Document 5.13.1.6).  The Access and Rights of 

Way Plans (Document 4.5) show the temporary 

stopping up and temporary diversion routes for 

the PRoW affected by the Proposed 

Development and assessed in ES Chapter 13 

Traffic and Transport (Document 5.13).   
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3.121 Paragraph 10.4.1 of the Scoping Report has identified 

the study area for scoping as comprising the project 

Scoping Corridor and a further Zone of Influence (ZoI) 

specifically relevant to traffic and transport; as shown 

in Figure 10.3. By the time of application, the red line 

boundary for the proposed development is expected 

to have been refined; the ES should detail the study 

area used in the assessment and explain the basis 

upon which the ZoI has been determined.  The 

Secretary of State recommends that the study area 

(including the ZoI) is discussed and agreed with 

relevant consultees.       

Section 6 study area of ES Chapter 13 Traffic 

and Transport (Document 5.13) defines the 

refined study area upon which assessment work 

is based.  At the scoping stage, a Zone of 

Influence (ZoI) was also incorporated.  This ZoI 

is no longer considered applicable in the context 

of the assessment, as effects will be reduced to 

negligible outside the Study Area as defined in 

Section 6 of ES Chapter 13 Traffic and Transport 

(Document 5.13). 

3.122 It is stated in paragraph 10.6.4 of the Scoping Report 

that many of the environmental effects associated 

with traffic (e.g. noise, vibration, visual, air pollution, 

dust and dirt, ecological, and heritage and 

conservation impacts) will be considered in detail in 

other technical assessments (e.g.  Chapters 5, 6, 7, 

11, and 12 of the ES), so will not be covered in the 

traffic and transport chapter. The Applicant should 

ensure that the location of information relevant to 

traffic and transport impacts contained in other 

technical chapters is clearly identified in the traffic and 

Where these effects are identified, the relevant 

technical chapters within the ES have been 

clearly cross referenced. 
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transport chapter.       

3.123 The values used to describe the sensitivity of a 

receptor and the magnitude of an impact, combined in 

Table 10.13 to determine the significance of an effect, 

do not reflect the values identified in Tables 10.12 and 

10.14, respectively. This should be rectified within the 

description of the assessment methodology in the ES.     

The assessment methodology has been revisited 

and is clarified in Section 4 methodology of ES 

Chapter 13 Traffic and Transport (Document 

5.13).   

3.124 A number of the cells within Table 10.13 of the 

Scoping Report identify two descriptors for the level of 

significance. Where this is the case, the ES should 

clearly explain and justify the final level of significance 

which is concluded.    

Please see response above for Paragraph 3.123, 

which outlines a revisited and clarified 

methodology described more fully in Section 4 

methodology of ES Chapter 13 Traffic and 

Transport (Document 5.13).  The final level of 

significance is reported, with justification given, in 

Section 9 mitigation and residual effects of ES 

Chapter 13 Traffic and Transport (Document 

5.13).     

3.125 According to paragraph 10.6.26 of the Scoping 

Report, it appears that slight, moderate, large, and 

very large effects are considered to represent a 

significant effect.  It is not clear if this is intended and 

the Secretary of State advises that the Applicant 

See points above and Section 5 basis of 

assessment in ES Chapter 13 Traffic and 

Transport (Document 5.13) for details of the 

refined and adopted methodology.   
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ensures that the methodology, criteria and values 

used for this assessment are clearly and consistently 

described in the ES chapter.         

3.126 The Secretary of State notes that there may be a 

requirement for movement of Abnormal Indivisible 

Loads (AILs) on the public highway network in relation 

to pylon and overhead line construction and 

tunnelling.  Worst case forecasts of the likely numbers 

and frequency of AIL movements should be provided 

in the ES along with forecasts of other traffic 

movements generated as a result of the project.   

Proposed AIL construction traffic routes are 

illustrated on Figure 13.5 (Document 5.13.1.5).  

AILs on the basis of size and weight are 

anticipated to be required for elements of the 

Proposed Development, as documented in the 

TA (Document 5.13.2.1) and the OCTMP 

(Document 7.5) and forecasts for the number of 

AIL movements are included in Section 9 

mitigation and residual effects of ES Chapter 13 

Traffic and Transport (Document 5.13). .   

3.127 Should the bridge deck method be utilised, the ES 

should assess the implications of the disruption that 

the construction phase could bring to users of the 

Britannia Bridge and should detail the mitigation 

measures that would be implemented to minimise 

this.    

The use of the bridge deck is no longer being 

considered for the Proposed Development (see 

Menai Strait Crossing Report (Document 9.6)). 

A description of the Proposed Development is 

provided in Chapter 3 (Document 5.3). 

3.128 The Applicant’s attention is drawn to the comments of 

the Councils and Welsh Government in Appendix 3 of 

Noted.  
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this Opinion in relation to traffic and transport.     

Air Quality and Emissions (see Scoping Report Chapter 11)  

3.129 The Secretary of State welcomes the proposed 

consultation with the IACC and GC to discuss the air 

quality assessment.    

Noted.  

3.130 Paragraph 11.5.9 of the Scoping Report states that ‘it 

may be necessary to undertake a baseline survey to 

monitor existing air quality conditions in the study 

area’. The Applicant’s attention is drawn to the 

comments of the Councils (see Appendix 3 of this 

Opinion) which advises that a year of NO2, dust 

deposition or total suspended particulate and 

particulate matter monitoring should be undertaken.   

Monitoring has been undertaken in line with an 

approach discussed with IACC and Gwynedd 

Council. The approach is discussed in Section 7 

of ES Chapter 14 Air Quality and Emissions 

(Document 5.14).  

3.131 Section 11.4 of the Scoping Report identifies the 

study area for dust as being ‘the nearest human 

and/or ecologically sensitive receptors in all directions 

of any potentially dust generating construction 

activity…or public roads that link directly to 

construction site accesses’. However, Appendix 11.1 

refers to dust sensitive receptors as those being 

The assessment follows the approach set out in 

Institute of Air Quality Management Guidance 

(IAQM) (2014) guidance, as set out in Section 4 

and Appendix 14.2 (Document 5.14.2.2).  The 

IAQM guidance provides a more detailed 

approach to that described in the older EPUK 



Environmental Statement Appendix 5.1  
Schedule Of Responses To The Scoping Opinion 
Document Number 5.5.2.1 Page 116 

North Wales Connection Project  

Table 1: Responses to the Secretary of State’s Scoping Opinion 

Section Reference  Comment  How the comment has been addressed  

located within 350m of the construction works or 

200m of a road link that experiences cumulative 

additional traffic   

flow; the Secretary of State assumes these distances 

are based on IAQM guidance (Guidance on the 

assessment of dust from demolition and construction, 

2014), and EPUK guidance. The ES should clearly 

and consistently identify the study area and any 

departures from the guidance that is referred to 

should be clearly explained and justified. The 

Secretary of State also recommends that the study 

areas are agreed with IACC and GC.    

guidance. 

The study area has been discussed with IACC 

and Gwynedd Council and is defined in Section 6 

of ES Chapter 14 Air Quality and Emissions 

(Document 5.14). 

 

3.132 The ES should clearly define what would comprise a 

‘potentially dust generating construction activity’.   

Described in Section 4 and Appendix 14.2 

(Document 5.14.2.2). 

3.133 The Secretary of State notes that the relative 

sensitivity of ecological receptors to air quality 

impacts, as shown in Table 11.11 and Paragraph 

11.6.4 of the Scoping Report, would be medium-low. 

However, the IAQM 2014 guidance identifies 

ecological receptors as being of high sensitivity, for 

example locations with an international designation. 

The Secretary of State therefore advises the 

The sensitivity of ecologically sensitive receptors 

has been reconsidered and is now informed by 

the level of designation, as described in Section 

4 and Appendix 14.2 (Document 5.14.2.2).   
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Applicant to reconsider the relative sensitivities of 

receptors.   

3.134 The IAQM 2014 guidance also states that the 

distance of ecological receptors should be considered 

50m from the site boundary; however Paragraph 

11.6.5 of the Scoping Report refers to 50m from a 

‘construction activity’. Any departures from guidance 

should be clearly explained and justified.      

The assessment described in ES Chapter 14 Air 

Quality (Document 5.14) is consistent with the 

method described in IAQM (2014) guidance, as 

summarised in section 4 and Appendix 14.2 

(Document 5.14.2.2). 

3.135 The ES should fully assess the potential impacts of air 

pollution and dust on protected sites. Appropriate 

cross-reference should be made to the Ecology 

chapter. The Applicant’s attention is drawn to the 

comments of NRW in this regard (see Appendix 3 of 

this Opinion).   

The potential for significant effects of air quality 

impacts on protected sites has been discussed 

with the Project ecologists and is described in 

section 9 of ES Chapter 14 Air Quality 

(Document 5.14).  Any specific effects on 

individual ecological receptors are reported in 

Chapter 9 Ecology and Nature Conservation 

(Document 5.9).   

3.136 With reference to construction dust, the Scoping 

Report refers to describing scales of risk (high, 

medium and low), however does not clearly set out 

how these will be determined (i.e. by combining the 

sensitivity of receptors with the impact magnitude as 

The assessment methodology is set out in 

section 4 of ES Chapter 14 Air Quality 

(Document 5.14).  The methodology is 

consistent with the method described in IAQM 

(2014) guidance, as summarised in Section 4 
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detailed in the IAQM guidance). Furthermore, it is 

unclear how the significance of effect (as described in 

Table 11.12 of the Scoping Report) will be 

determined. The assessment methodology should be 

clearly set out in the ES.    

and Appendix 14.2 (Document 5.14.2.2). 

3.137 The Secretary of State welcomes the consideration of 

construction- related vehicle emissions. Should a 

quantitative assessment be required, the Applicant 

should discuss the modelling with IACC and GC. It is 

unclear what a qualitative assessment would 

comprise, should one be undertaken; the ES should 

set out the methodology used.    

A quantitative assessment of construction-related 

vehicle emissions has been undertaken adjacent 

to roads where the number of additional vehicles 

exceed the criteria described in relevant 

guidance, as set out in Section 4 and Appendix 

14.3 (Document 5.14.2.3). 

3.138 Paragraph 10.7.17 of the Scoping Report has 

identified the potential for non-road transport to be 

used. If this is the case, the air quality assessment 

should consider the potential impacts of emissions 

from other transportation methods.   

The assessment of construction phase road 

traffic emissions considers the effect of 

emissions associated with vehicles using Access 

Tracks within the Order Limits. 

Emissions associated with Non-Road Mobile 

Machinery are considered in line with IAQM and 

EPUK guidance (2017), as discussed in Section 

4.  No other non-road transport methods are 
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anticipated. 

3.139 It is unclear what level of energy generation would 

necessitate a quantitative assessment of energy plant 

emissions; this should be agreed with IACC and GC.   

The method of assessment of emergency 

generator emissions is described in Section 4 

and Appendix 14.3 (Document 5.14.2.3).  This 

has been discussed with IACC and Gwynedd 

Council. 

3.140 Air quality and dust levels should be considered not 

only on site but also off site, including along access 

roads, local footpaths and other PRoWs.   

The assessment described in ES Chapter 14 

(Document 5.14) is consistent with the method 

described in IAQM (2014) guidance, as 

summarised in Section 4 and Appendix 14.2 

(Document 5.14.2.2). 

3.141 Consideration should be given to appropriate 

mitigation measures and to monitoring dust 

complaints.   

The assessment described in  ES Chapter 14 

(Document 5.14), which defines the mitigation 

measures required, is consistent with the method 

described in IAQM (2014) guidance, as 

summarised in Section 4 and Appendix 14.2 

(Document 5.14.2.2). 

Mitigation measures, including monitoring and 

the dust complaints procedure are described in 

Section 9 and within the CEMP (Document 7.4). 
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Construction Noise and Vibration (see Scoping Report Chapter 12) 

3.142 The ES should justify the chosen study areas and 

detail whether these are based on any specific 

guidance. The Applicant is directed to the comments 

of the Councils in Appendix 3 of this Opinion in this 

regard.   

The comments from the Councils have been 

considered and these have been further 

informed by site visits and, as a result, the Study 

Areas have been revised as defined in Section 6 

study area of ES Chapter 15 Construction Noise 

and Vibration (Document 5.15).  

3.143 The Secretary of State welcomes that the Applicant 

intends to agree the methodology for the proposed 

noise surveys, including the survey locations with 

IACC and GC. Any baseline noise surveys for the 

construction phase assessment should be designed 

to complement those required for the operational 

phase assessment. The Councils have provided 

comments on the surveys in Appendix 3 of this 

Opinion.   

These comments have been addressed; the 

construction and operational baseline monitoring 

were integrated. Full details of the monitoring 

surveys are provided in Appendix 15.2 

(Document 5.15.2.2) and the monitoring 

locations are provided on Figure 15.1 

(Document 5.15.1.1) of ES Chapter 15 

Construction Noise and Vibration (Document 

5.15).  The data requirements for the 

construction and operational noise assessments 

differ, so there are some differences in how the 

data have been interpreted which are described 

in each chapter. Refer to Section 7 baseline 

conditions and Chapter 16 Operational Noise 

and Vibration (Document 5.16).  Monitoring 
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locations and the use of monitoring data were 

discussed and agreed with IACC and Gwynedd 

Council. 

3.144 The Scoping Report states that the assessment would 

be undertaken in accordance with BS 5228-

1:2009+A1:2014. The Applicant’s attention is drawn to 

the comments on the Councils (see Appendix 3 of this 

Opinion) regarding the application of this standard.   

The Councils’ comments have been addressed 

and the methodology is explained in ES Chapter 

15 Construction Noise and Vibration (Document 

5.15), which also includes criteria from Minerals 

Technical Advice Note (MTAN) 1: Aggregates 

(March 2004) for longer term construction 

activity.  See Section 4.5 assessment criteria of 

ES Chapter 15 Construction Noise and Vibration 

(Document 5.15). 

3. 145 Table 12.1 of the Scoping Report identifies the 

receptors to be considered and their sensitivity, but is 

limited to human receptors only. The Secretary of 

State should ensure that cross-reference is made to 

the ecology chapter of the ES so that potential 

impacts on ecological receptors are appropriately 

assessed. This should include any potential impacts 

on marine species in relation to the Menai Strait 

crossing and on freshwater species within any 

Noise and vibration effects on ecological 

receptors are presented in Chapter 9 Ecology 

and Nature Conservation (Document 5.9). This 

assessment is supported by underwater noise 

modelling, as presented in Document 5.9.2.18. 
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watercourses to be crossed.    

3.146 Paragraph 12.6.7 of the Scoping Report states that 

predictions of sound levels from existing road traffic 

would be undertaken so it should not be necessary to 

carry out baseline monitoring along access routes. 

The Secretary of State recommends that this 

approach is agreed with IACC and GC and that the 

ES clearly details how any predictions have been 

made.    

This is a standard approach for changes in traffic 

flow on the existing highway.  Further information 

on construction traffic predictions has been 

provided in Section 4.5 assessment criteria of ES 

Chapter 15 Construction Noise and Vibration 

(Document 5.15). 

3.147 The ES should provide the details of any modelling 

used to predict the noise levels from construction 

works and construction traffic.    

Information regarding modelling methodologies is 

provided in Section 4.5 assessment criteria and 

the results of the modelling are provided in 

Section 9 mitigation and residual effects of ES 

Chapter 15 Construction Noise and Vibration 

(Document 5.15).  Underwater noise modelling 

results are presented in Document 5.9.2.18. 

3.148 Paragraph 12.7.7 of the Scoping Report states that 

assessments of noise and vibration from underground 

cable routes would only be undertaken if sensitive 

receptors are located very close and/or any prolonged 

or unusual works are required. The Secretary of State 

The use of direct buried underground cables for 

the 400 kilovolt (kV) connection is no longer 

being progressed and the connection would be 

placed within the tunnel beneath the Menai 

Strait; please refer to Chapter 3 Description of 
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recommends that it is agreed with IACC and GC 

where such an assessment would be required.    

the Proposed Development (Document 5.3).  

3.149 The assessment should consider the potential for 

noise from the tunnel ventilation fans and pumping 

equipment.   

Tunnel ventilation fans and pumping equipment 

have been considered in the assessment. 

Further information on the tunnelling works is 

provided in Section 9.7 tunnelling works of ES 

Chapter 15 Construction Noise and Vibration 

(Document 5.15). 

3.150 Paragraph 2.7.11 of the Scoping Report identifies the 

potential for helicopters to be used during the 

construction phase; the potential noise impacts of this 

activity should be considered within the ES. In 

undertaking the assessment, the Applicant should 

describe the circumstances under which this 

construction method would be employed.    

There is now no intention to use helicopters 

during construction of the Proposed 

Development.  

3.151 The assessment should consider the potential 

impacts of noise and vibration on the special qualities 

of the Anglesey AONB.    

This has been addressed in Section 9 mitigation 

and residual effects of ES Chapter 15 

Construction Noise and Vibration (Document 

5.15) and the effects on the Anglesey AONB are 

not likely to be significant. 
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3.152 The methodology within the Scoping Report does not 

explain how significant effects will be determined; this 

should be clarified within the ES.   

This is explained in section 4.5 assessment 

criteria of ES Chapter 15 Construction Noise and 

Vibration (Document 5.15). 

3.153 Noise impacts on people should be specifically 

addressed and particularly any potential noise 

disturbance at night and other unsocial hours such as 

weekends and public holidays (including when 24 

hour working is required). This also applies to 

operational noise and vibration which is discussed 

separately below.   

Noise impacts on people have been fully 

assessed.  Section 4.5 assessment criteria 

describes how different criteria have been 

applied for evening, weekend and night-time 

works (including 24 hour working) as appropriate 

and the residual effects are presented in section 

9 mitigation and residual effects of ES Chapter 

15 Construction Noise and Vibration (Document 

5.15)   

3. 154 The ES should assess the impacts of noise and 

vibration on protected species and detail any required 

mitigation and/or compensation. Cross reference 

should be made to the Ecology chapter.    

Effects of noise and vibration on protected 

species are assessed in Chapter 9 Ecology and 

Nature Conservation (Document 5.9). 

Operational Noise and Vibration (see Scoping Report Chapter 13) 

3.155 The Applicant’s attention is drawn to the detailed 

comments of the Councils (see Appendix 3 of this 

Opinion) in relation to the baseline survey and 

National Grid has welcomed the engagement of 

IACC and Gwynedd Council.    
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assessment methodology. The Applicant is advised to 

discuss and agree the operational noise study area 

and the requirements for detailed baseline surveys 

with IACC and GC.    

Regular discussion has taken place in the form of 

the Stakeholder Meetings. 

The Baseline Sound Monitoring Report is 

included as Appendix 15.2 (Document 5.15.2.2). 

The technical assessment methodology is 

outlined in Appendix 16.3 (Document 5.16.2.3).  

3.156 The Scoping Report explains that a uniform night-time 

noise background (LA90) of 30dB is proposed as the 

baseline noise levels for all sections of the overhead 

line, the substations, SECs and tunnel head houses 

unless surveys, if required, confirm this value should 

be higher. BS 4142:2014 suggests background sound 

level measurements should be undertaken when new 

sound sources would be introduced; therefore should 

background surveys not be undertaken, this should 

be justified within the ES. The Secretary of State 

recommends that the approach to determining the 

baseline should be agreed with IACC and GC.    

Baseline surveys have been undertaken, the 

results of which are presented in Appendix 15.2 

(Documents 5.15.2.2) and Chapter 16 

Operational Noise (Document 5.16).  Regular 

discussion around the determination of 

representative baseline levels has taken place 

with IACC and Gwynedd Council in the form of 

Stakeholder Meetings. 

3.157 The Scoping Report states that detailed noise 

modelling would be undertaken for ‘receptors where 

The methodology for determining significance is 

set out in section 4 of ES Chapter 16 Operational 
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the magnitude of impact is likely to be classified as 

significant’. The ES should explain how effects on 

such receptors have been determined as likely to be 

significant and the Applicant is advised to agree these 

with IACC and GC.   

Noise (Document 5.16).  This has been 

discussed with IACC/Gwynedd Council.   

A full list of identified receptors is given in 

Appendix 16.5 (Document 5.16.2.5).  These 

include residential, non-standard dwellings and 

non-residential and amenity receptors.  

3.158 With reference to paragraph 13.5.21 of the Scoping 

Report, the Secretary of State considers that if there 

is the potential for impacts on non-residential 

receptors to be significant (i.e. moderate), then they 

should be assessed within the ES.   

A number of non-residential receptors have been 

identified within the study area for operational 

noise.  These have been considered in the 

assessment displayed in ES Chapter 16 

Operational Noise (Document 5.16).   

3.159 The significance matrix in Table 13.4 of the Scoping 

Report identifies four levels of impact magnitude, 

whereas Table 13.3 defines five levels of impact 

magnitude. The Applicant should avoid such 

inconsistencies within the assessment and present a 

robust approach within the ES.   

The significance matrix has been amended and 

is presented in section 4 in ES Chapter 16 

Operational Noise (Document 5.16).   

3.160 The ES should explain how the mitigation measures 

detailed in paragraph 2.9.12 of NPS EN-5 have been 

considered for the proposed development.    

See section 9 in ES Chapter 16 Operational 

Noise (Document 5.16).   

The positioning of the OHL and the selection of 
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the most appropriately sized conductors are 

covered in the Design Report (Document 7.17). 

Avoidance of damage to conductors and 

ensuring conductor surfaces are kept clean is 

covered in the Construction Environmental 

Management Plan (CEMP) (Document 7.4) 

3.161 Consideration should be given to monitoring noise 

complaints, both during construction and when the 

development is operational.  

During the construction phase any complaints 

about noise would be monitored according to the 

procedures set out for Community Engagement 

as described in the CEMP (Document 7.4). 

Once operational, National Grid would follow its 

normal stakeholder engagement practices, which 

includes the monitoring and investigation of 

complaints about noise. 

Socio Economics (see Scoping Report Chapter 14) 

3.162 The Secretary of State welcomes the commitment to 

ongoing consultation with relevant stakeholders to 

inform the assessment and preparation of the ES 

topic chapter.    

The approach to the assessment was developed 

in consultation with relevant statutory and non-

statutory consultees.  National Grid has 

maintained a high level of engagement 

throughout the assessment process. See 
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Chapter 5 EIA Consultation(Document 5.5)  

3.163 It is stated in paragraph 14.6.26 of the Scoping 

Report in relation to assessing the significance of 

socio-economic effects that the magnitude of an 

impact will be valued as high, medium, low and 

negligible, and the sensitivity of a receptor as high, 

medium or low, and that these will be used to 

determine significance.  However reference is made 

in paragraph 14.6.29 to using Table 4.3 in Chapter 4 

to classify the effects, which uses values of high, 

medium, low and very low, for both sensitivity of 

receptor and magnitude of impact. Care should be 

taken in the ES to ensure that the approach to 

determining significance is clearly and consistently set 

out.     

The approach to assessing the significance of 

effects, including the definitions of sensitivity of 

receptors and magnitude of impact, are set out in 

section4 of the socio-economic assessment, 

Chapter 17 Socio-Economics (Document 5.17), 

and are consistent with paragraph 14.6.26 of the 

Scoping Report. 

3.164 It is stated in paragraph 14.8.1 of the Scoping Report 

that the cumulative effects of the proposed 

development will be considered together with other 

known permitted developments that are planned to be 

constructed within the Regional Area of Influence 

study area during the same period of time. The 

Applicant is referred to Planning Inspectorate Advice 

An assessment of cumulative effects of the 

Proposed Development together with other 

relevant developments has been undertaken in 

line with Planning Inspectorate Advice Note 17, 

and the findings are reported in section 10 of ES 

Chapter 17 Socio-Economics (Document 5.17), 

as well as Chapter 20 Inter-Project Cumulative 
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Note 17, and Section 4 of this Opinion, which provide 

advice on developments that should be considered in 

a CEA, which encompasses a wider range of 

developments than permitted developments alone.     

Effects (Document 5.20). Note that the term 

‘Regional Area of Influence’ is no longer used in 

this assessment.  

3.165 The Secretary of State notes that paragraph 14.5.26 

of the Scoping Report identifies mussel operators as 

a socio-economic receptor that could be affected by 

Section 5 of the project route. The Applicant should 

give consideration to the inclusion of effects of the 

project on water quality as a potential intra-project 

effect.     

As a tunnel has been identified as the proposed 

crossing method, effects on mussel farmers are 

no longer considered in the socio-economic 

assessment.  Effects on marine ecology are 

reported in Chapter 9 Ecology and Nature 

Conservation (Document 5.9) and effects on 

water quality are reported in Chapter 12 Water 

Quality, Resources and Flood Risk (Document 

5.12).  

3.166 The Applicant’s attention is drawn to the comments of 

the Councils in Appendix 3 of this Opinion in relation 

to the socio-economic assessment.       

For an explanation of how the comments of the 

Councils have been considered in the socio-

economic assessment, see section of 2 of this 

document.  

Agriculture (see Scoping Report Chapter 15) 

3.167 The Secretary of State notes that the 1977 ADAS 

data represents the most recent ALC data available 

A detailed desk-based study has been 

completed using published and purchased data 
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for the Scoping Study Area and welcomes that a 

targeted scheme of ALC assessment would be 

undertaken to inform the siting of permanent and 

temporary infrastructure. The ES should include a 

figure identifying the ALC grade(s) along the route.   

sources to determine the general soil 

characteristics of the Study Area.  

The distribution of ALC grades within the Study 

Area is shown on the Provisional 1:250,000 ALC 

mapping and Figure 18.1 (Document 5.18.1.1).  

The scale of the mapping does not allow the 

accurate determination of ALC grade at the field 

scale, nor does it differentiate between Subgrade 

3a (BMV) and Subgrade 3b (non-BMV) land.  

Therefore, within the ES, these data have been 

supplemented and confirmed through LandIS 

NATMAP data; which have been used in 

conjunction with published soils data including 

‘Soils and their Use in Wales’ to identify the 

relative proportions of Subgrade 3a and 3b within 

the Study Area.  However, as spatial 

arrangement of the ALC Grading cannot be 

obtained from the NATMAP data, the data can 

only be presented in a tabular form (Table 18.1.1 

and 18.1.2) and is consequently not represented 

in a mapped format.  Some targeted soil 

sampling has also been undertaken in areas of 
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permanent land take. The survey-determined 

ALC grading of these areas is represented in 

Figures 18.2, 18.3 and 18.4 (Documents 

5.18.1.2, 5.18.1.3 and 5.18.1.4).  

A description of the methodology used in the ES 

for the ALC assessment is detailed in Appendix 

18.1 (Document 5.18.2.1). 

3.168 Paragraph 15.6.13 states that it is not necessary to 

carry out a detailed soil survey along the entire route, 

however the Secretary of State considers that the 

surveys should be designed with due consideration of 

any undergrounded sections of cable. Similarly, the 

assessment of impacts on ALC should consider the 

effects of undergrounding, in addition to those from 

positioning of equipment (e.g. SECs, tunnel head 

houses, and pylons). The methodology for defining 

the ALC baseline should be agreed with the relevant 

consultees.    

In addition to the proposed detailed ALC desk 

study (as described above), targeted soil survey 

has been completed in areas of permanent land 

take. 

The soil survey locations have been informed by 

the results of the desktop study (as described 

above) and information obtained by National 

Grid. The surveys inform the ALC Grade (land 

quality), land use, and provide a verification of 

the desk based LandIS data.  

Agreement on the soil survey methodology to 

define the ALC baseline has been confirmed by 

the Land Quality Advisory Service (LQAS) 

(Welsh Government); see Appendix 18.2 
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(Document 5.18.2.2). 

3.169 The ES should quantify the area of best-most 

versatile land that would be lost, both temporarily and 

permanently.    

The detailed desk based survey described above 

provides the relative proportions of ALC Grades 

1, 2, 4 and 5; and Subgrades 3a and 3b within 

the Study Area.  Therefore, allowing the areas of 

both temporary and permanent loss of BMV and 

non-BMV land within the Study Area to be 

quantified, as detailed in Section 9 proposed 

mitigation and residual effects in ES Chapter 18 

Agriculture (Document 5.18).  

3.170 The Secretary of State welcomes the commitment to 

obtain data on Agri-Environment Schemes within the 

application site, along with detailed and location 

specific information on farming operations, existing 

soil conditions, field land drainage and services and 

organic farming practices. Should this information not 

be available to the Applicant for the whole application 

site, the ES should identify any limitations to the 

assessment that may result.   

The available data for Agri-Environment 

Schemes (AES), ALC, Soils and Landholdings 

are considered to be the most current available 

and cover the whole Order Limits.  

The methodology used in the assessment is 

discussed in Section 4 methodology, with data 

sources presented in Appendix 18.1 (Document 

5.18.2.1).  

3.171 The assessment of impacts on agricultural land use 

should consider the potential effects within the 

The only section of underground cabling would 

be that which is routed through the tunnel and in 
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undergrounded sections. For example, the ES should 

identify whether there would be any restrictions on 

agricultural activities (e.g. ploughing) over 

underground cables once the proposed development 

is operational. Any agricultural restrictions around 

pylons and underneath transmission lines should also 

be identified.    

concrete troughs between the THHs and the 

CSECs at Braint and Tŷ Fodol, within the 

operational site boundaries. The cable would 

therefore not be directly installed in agricultural 

land.  The presence and operation of the tunnel 

would not affect agriculture receptors; as the 

location and design specification are such that 

the tunnel would be at depth and would not 

create any ground disturbance, restrict ploughing 

depth, or interfere with agricultural drainage.   

Any agricultural restrictions arising due to the 

OHL and pylons have been identified and 

discussed in ES Chapter 18 Agriculture 

(Document 5.18). 

3.172 Table 15.2 of the Scoping Report identifies sensitivity 

levels from ‘negligible’ to ‘high’; however the matrix in 

Table 15.4 identifies sensitivity levels from ‘very low’ 

to ‘high’. The Applicant should ensure consistent 

terminology is used within the ES.   

The sensitivity levels and magnitude of impact 

levels used for the assessment are Negligible, 

Low, Medium and High.  The methodology is set 

out in Section 4.  

3.173 The ES should detail how the Applicant would ensure 

successful reinstatement of land temporarily affected 

The outline Soil Management Plan (OSMP) 

(Document 7.10), sets out the general methods 
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during the construction phase. The draft CEMP 

confirms that pre-condition surveys (including a 

photographic record, written description and 

topographical survey) would be carried out of all land 

affected by works and welcomes this approach. This 

information should be provided within the ES.   

for handling, excavation, storage and 

reinstatement of soils and peat. 

The CEMP (Document 7.4) also contains the 

following reinstatement commitment: ‘To facilitate 

the reinstatement of land, soil and watercourses, 

pre-condition surveys will be discussed with 

landowners and where agreed, carried out of 

land within working areas.  This will include a 

photographic record, written description and 

topographical survey, which will be used to 

ensure a complete and accurate reinstatement of 

land’.  As the pre-condition surveys would not be 

undertaken until after the DCO is in place, the 

results cannot be provided in the ES as 

requested.  

3.174 Paragraph 14.1.2 of the Scoping Report refers to a 

‘Land Use and Agriculture chapter of the ES’, 

however the Scoping Report only covers potential 

impacts on agriculture. The Secretary of State 

considers that the ES should consider the potential 

impacts of the proposed development on all land 

uses. With this in mind, the Secretary of State advises 

ES Chapter 18 Agriculture (Document 5.18) 

assesses the potential impacts of the Proposed 

Development on the following factors:  

 Loss of agricultural land; 

 Environmental disruption to agricultural 

landholdings; 
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that the Applicant to give consideration to widening 

the scope of this chapter to consider land use in the 

wider context, bearing in mind Section 5.10 of NPS 

EN-1.   

 Damage or disturbance to soil resources; 

 Loss of soil resources; 

 Loss of eligibility for AES; and  

 Disturbance to agricultural land drainage. 

Other aspects of land use are covered in 

separate chapters for example amenity uses 

(open spaces and recreational areas) are 

covered in Chapter 17 Socio-Economics 

(Document 5.17); nature areas in Chapter 9 

Ecology and Nature Conservation (Document 

5.8); and contaminated land in Chapter 11 

Geology Hydrogeology and Ground Conditions 

(Document 5.11).   

Statement of Combined Effects (see Scoping Report Chapter 17) 

3.175 The ES should identify the construction programme of 

the Wider Works in order that the potential for 

combined effects can be understood.    

An indicative construction programme for the 

wider works is presented in Chapter 21 

Statement of Combined Effects with the Wider 

Works (Document 5.21).  

Any Other Topic Area (not identified in the Scoping Report) 



Environmental Statement Appendix 5.1  
Schedule Of Responses To The Scoping Opinion 
Document Number 5.5.2.1 Page 136 

North Wales Connection Project  

Table 1: Responses to the Secretary of State’s Scoping Opinion 

Section Reference  Comment  How the comment has been addressed  

3.176 As noted in the Secretary of State’s comments on the 

project description, it is not entirely clear how the 

Menai Strait would be crossed. Therefore, the 

Secretary of State cannot rule out potential impacts 

on users of the Menai Strait if direct burial (i.e. 

trenching) takes place, for example (but not limited to) 

in relation to navigation, fisheries and recreational 

users. The Applicant is advised to consider the 

potential for such effects to occur, dependent on the 

final construction methodology chosen.   

Direct burial is no longer proposed; the cable 

would be installed in a tunnel. 

3.177 The potential height of structures associated with the 

power lines means that a range of bodies may need 

to be consulted including local aerodromes, the Civil 

Aviation Authority, the Ministry of Defence and any 

other local emergency air support units.    

The Consultation Report (Document 6.1) 

provides the full range of bodies which have 

been consulted.  

3.178 Table 9.1 of the Scoping Report states that the 

resilience of pylon design to aspects of climate 

change including wind, storms and higher 

temperatures is addressed in National Grid’s 

published ‘Climate Adaptation Report’ (2010). This 

report should be cross- referred to as relevant and 

consideration also given to the resilience of other 

Noted.  
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elements of the proposed development susceptible to 

likely impacts from climate change.    

Other Information  

4.1 This section does not form part of the Secretary of 

State’s opinion as to the information to be provided in 

the environmental statement. However, it does 

respond to other issues that the Secretary of State 

has identified which may help to inform the 

preparation of the application for the DCO.    

Noted.  

Pre-application Prospectus  

4.2 The Planning Inspectorate offers a service for 

applicants at the pre-application stage of the 

nationally significant infrastructure planning process. 

Details are set out in the prospectus ‘Pre-application 

service for NSIPs’3.  The prospectus explains what 

the Planning Inspectorate can offer during the pre-

application phase and what is expected in return. The 

Planning Inspectorate can provide advice about the 

merits of a scheme in respect of national policy; can 

review certain draft documents; as well as advice 

Noted.  
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about procedural and other planning matters. Where 

necessary a facilitation role can be provided.   

The service is optional and free of charge.   

4.3 The level of pre-application support provided by the 

Planning Inspectorate will be agreed between an 

applicant and the Inspectorate at the beginning of the 

pre-application stage and will be kept under review.   

Noted.  

Preliminary Environmental Information  

4.4 Consultation forms a crucial aspect of environmental 

impact assessment. As part of their pre-application 

consultation duties, applicants are required to prepare 

a Statement of Community Consultation (SoCC). This 

sets out how the local community will be consulted 

about the proposed development. The SoCC must 

state whether the proposed development is EIA 

development and if it is how the applicant intends to 

publicise and consult on PEI. Further  

information in respect of PEI may be found in Advice 

Note 7: Environmental Impact Assessment: 

Preliminary Environmental Information, Screening and 

Information on the Statement of Community 

Consultation (SoCC) is provided in the 

Consultation Report (Document 6.1).  
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Scoping.   

Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA)  

4.5 The Secretary of State notes that the Scoping Study 

Area crosses the Anglesey and Llyn Fens Ramsar 

site, Anglesey Fens SAC, and the Menai Strait and 

Conwy Bay SAC and that there are a number of other 

European sites in proximity to the proposed 

development.   

A Habitat Regulations Assessment Report is 

provided as Document 5.23. 

4.6 The Applicant’s attention is drawn to The 

Infrastructure Planning (Applications: Prescribed 

Forms and Procedure) Regulations 2009 (as 

amended) (The APFP Regulations) and the need to 

include information identifying European sites to 

which the Habitats Regulations applies or any 

Ramsar site or potential SPA which may be affected 

by a proposal.   

A Habitat Regulations Assessment Report is 

provided as Document 5.23. 

4.7 It is the Applicant’s responsibility to provide sufficient 

information to the Competent Authority (CA) (the 

Secretary of State) to enable them to carry out a HRA 

if required and the Secretary of State therefore 

The Habitat Regulations Assessment Report 

(Document 5.23) is considered to provide 

sufficient information for the competent authority 
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welcomes the proposal to submit an ‘Information to 

support a Habitats Regulations (HRA) screening 

assessment’. The submitted information should be 

sufficient for the competent authority to make an 

appropriate assessment (AA) of the implications for 

the site if required by Regulation 61(1) of the Habitats 

Regulations.   

to make an appropriate assessment.  

4.8 The report to be submitted under Regulation 5(2)(g) 

of the APFP regulations with the application must deal 

with two issues: the first is to enable a formal 

assessment by the CA of whether there is a likely 

significant effect; and  the second, should it be 

required, is to enable the carrying out of an AA by the 

CA.    

The Habitat Regulations Assessment Report 

(Document 5.23) includes a section on 

screening, and, where sites could not be 

screened out, it also provides an assessment of 

implications for site objectives and site integrity, 

sufficient for the purposes of appropriate 

assessment.   

4.9 When considering aspects of the environment likely to 

be affected by the proposed development; including 

flora, fauna, soil, water, air and the inter-relationship 

between these, consideration should be given to the 

designated sites in the vicinity of the proposed 

development.  

Consideration is given to all sites designated for 

nature conservation purposes in Chapter 9 

Ecology and Nature Conservation (Document 

5.9) and consideration specific to Natura 2000 

sites is provided in the Habitat Regulations 

Assessment Report (Document 5.23). 
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4.10 Further information with regard to the HRA process is 

contained within Planning Inspectorate’s Advice Note 

10 available on the National Infrastructure pages of 

the Planning Portal website.    

Noted.  

Plan to Agree Habitats Information  

4.11 A Plan may be prepared to agree upfront what 

information in respect of Habitats Regulations the 

Applicant needs to supply to the Planning 

Inspectorate as part of a DCO application.  This is 

termed an Evidence Plan for proposals in England or 

in both England and Wales, but a similar approach 

can be adopted for proposals only in Wales. For ease 

these are all termed ‘evidence plans’ here.    

Noted.  

4.12 An evidence plan will help to ensure compliance with 

the Habitats Regulations. It will be particularly 

relevant to NSIPs where impacts may be complex, 

large amounts of evidence may be needed or there 

are a number of uncertainties. It will also help 

applicants meet the requirement to provide sufficient 

information (as explained in Advice Note 10) in their 

application, so the Examining Authority can 

Noted.  
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recommend to the Secretary of State whether or not 

to accept the application for examination and whether 

an appropriate assessment is required.   

4.13 Any applicant of a proposed NSIP can request an 

evidence plan.  A request for an evidence plan should 

be made at the start of pre-application (e.g. after 

notifying the Planning Inspectorate on an informal 

basis) by contacting NRW.   

Noted. 

Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs) 

4.14 The Secretary of State notes that a number of SSSIs 

are located close to or within the proposed 

development. Where there may be potential impacts 

on the SSSIs, the Secretary of State has duties under 

sections 28(G) and 28(I) of the Wildlife and 

Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) (the W&C Act). 

These are set out below for information.   

Noted.  

4.15 Under s28(G), the Secretary of State has a general 

duty ‘… to take reasonable steps, consistent with the 

proper exercise of the authority’s functions, to further 

the conservation and enhancement of the flora, fauna 

Noted.  
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or geological or physiographical features by reason of 

which the site is of special scientific interest’.     

4.16 Under s28(I), the Secretary of State must notify the 

relevant nature conservation body (NCB), NRW in this 

case, before authorising the carrying out of operations 

likely to damage the special interest features of a 

SSSI. Under these circumstances 28 days must 

elapse before deciding whether to grant consent, and 

the Secretary of State must take account of any 

advice received from the NCB, including advice on 

attaching conditions to the consent. The NCB will be 

notified during the examination period.    

Noted.  

4.17 If applicants consider it likely that notification may be 

necessary under s28(I), they are advised to resolve 

any issues  with the NCB before the DCO application 

is submitted to the Secretary of State. If, following 

assessment by applicants, it is considered that 

operations affecting the SSSI will not lead to damage 

of the special interest features, applicants should 

make this clear in the ES. The application documents 

submitted in accordance with Regulation 5(2)(l) could 

also provide this information. Applicants should seek 

Noted.  
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to agree with the NCB the DCO requirements which 

will provide protection for the SSSI before the DCO 

application is submitted.   

European Protected Species (EPS) 

4.18 Applicants should be aware that the decision maker 

under the Planning Act 2008 (PA 2008) has, as the 

CA, a duty to engage with the Habitats Directive. 

Where a potential risk to a European Protected 

Species (EPS) is identified, and before making a 

decision to grant development consent, the CA must, 

amongst other things, address the derogation tests in 

Regulation 53 of the Habitats Regulations. Therefore 

the Applicant may wish to provide information which 

will assist the decision maker to meet this duty.    

Information regarding the need for EPS licences 

is included in Chapter 9 Ecology and Nature 

Conservation (Document 5.9) and the 

Biodiversity Mitigation Strategy (Document 7.7).  

4.19 If an applicant has concluded that an EPS licence is 

required the ExA will need to understand whether 

there is any impediment to the licence being granted. 

The decision to apply for a licence or not will rest with 

the Applicant as the person responsible for 

commissioning the proposed activity by taking into 

A draft copy of Chapter 9 Ecology and Nature 

Conservation (Document 5.9) was issued to 

stakeholders, including NRW, with a view to 

agreeing Statements of Common Ground. The 

response from NRW did not suggest there would 

be any impediment to any EPS Licence being 
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account the advice of their consultant ecologist.   granted. 

4.20 Applicants are encouraged to consult with NRW and, 

where required, to agree appropriate requirements to 

secure necessary mitigation. It would assist the 

examination if applicants could provide, with the 

application documents, confirmation from NRW 

whether any issues have been identified which would 

prevent the EPS licence being granted.   

Consultation with NRW has been ongoing in the 

form of thematic group meetings, and also 

through sharing the draft version of Chapter 9 

Ecology and Nature Conservation (Document 

5.9). 

4.21 Generally, NRW are unable to grant an EPS licence 

in respect of any development until all the necessary 

consents required have been secured in order to 

proceed. For NSIPs, NRW will assess a draft licence 

application in order to ensure that all the relevant 

issues have been addressed. Within 30 working days 

of receipt, NRW will either issue ‘a letter of no 

impediment’ stating that it is satisfied, insofar as it can 

make a judgement, that the proposals presented 

comply with the regulations or will issue a letter 

outlining why NRW consider the proposals do not 

meet licensing requirements and what further 

information is required before a ‘letter of no 

impediment’ can be issued.  The Applicant is 

Draft licence applications will be submitted post 

submission of the application. 
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responsible for ensuring draft license applications are 

satisfactory for the purposes of informing formal pre-

application assessment by NRW.     

4.22 Ecological conditions on the site may change over 

time. It will be the Applicant’s responsibility to ensure 

information is satisfactory for the purposes of 

informing the assessment of no detriment to the 

maintenance of favourable conservation status (FCS) 

of the population of EPS affected by the proposals. 

Applicants are advised that current conservation 

status of populations may or may not be favourable. 

Demonstration of no detriment to favorable 

populations may require further survey and/or 

submission of revised short or long term mitigation or 

compensation proposals.    

The CEMP (Document 7.4) and Biodiversity 

Mitigation Strategy (BMS) (Document 7.7) 

identify the need for further surveys to be 

undertaken post grant of a DCO, partly due to 

the need for up to date information to inform final 

EPS licence applications.  

4.23 In Wales, the focus is on evidencing the 

demonstration of no detriment to the maintenance of 

favorable conservation status (FCS) of the population 

or colony of EPS potentially affected by the proposals. 

This approach will help to ensure no delay in issuing 

the licence should the DCO application be successful.    

The potential effects of the Proposed 

Development on the FCS of all EPS species is 

reported in Chapter 9 Ecology and Nature 

Conservation (Document 5.9) 
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4.24 In Wales, assistance may be obtained from NRW’s 

Species Teams. These Teams provide advice on a 

range of issues concerning EPS including advice on 

compensation site design, measures to mitigate 

incidental capture/killing, evidencing compliance and 

post project surveillance. The service is free of charge 

and entirely voluntary. Species Teams can be 

contacted via NRW’s Enquiry Service.   

Noted 

Other Regulatory Regimes  

4.25 The Secretary of State recommends that the 

Applicant should state clearly what regulatory areas 

are addressed in the ES and that the Applicant should 

ensure that all relevant authorisations, licences, 

permits and consents that are necessary to enable 

operations to proceed are described in the ES. Also it 

should be clear that any likely significant effects of the 

proposed development which may be regulated by 

other statutory regimes have been properly taken into 

account in the ES.   

Information regarding required authorisations, 

licences, permits and consents are included in 

each of the topic chapters (Document 5.7 to 

5.18) and also in Document 7.15 Details of 

Other Consents and Licences. 

4.26 It will not necessarily follow that the granting of 

consent under one regime will ensure consent under 

Noted.  
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another regime. For those consents not capable of 

being included in an application for consent under the 

PA 2008, the Secretary of State will require a level of 

assurance or comfort from the relevant regulatory 

authorities that the proposal is acceptable and likely 

to be approved, before they make a recommendation 

or decision on an application. The Applicant is 

encouraged to make early contact with other 

regulators. Information from the Applicant about 

progress in obtaining other permits, licences or 

consents, including any confirmation that there is no 

obvious reason why these will not subsequently be 

granted, will be helpful in supporting an application for 

development consent to the Secretary of State.   

The Environmental Permitting Regulations and the Water Resources Act  

Environmental Permitting Regulations 2010 

4.27 The Environmental Permitting Regulations 2010 (EPR 

10) require operators of certain facilities, which could 

harm the environment or human health, to obtain 

permits from NRW. Environmental permits can 

combine several activities into one permit.  There are 

Noted.  
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standard permits supported by ‘rules’ for 

straightforward situations and bespoke permits for 

complex situations. For further information, please 

see the Government’s advice on determining the 

need for an environmental permit5.   

4.28 NRW’s environmental permits cover:   

 Industry regulation;   

 Waste management (waste treatment, 

recovery or disposal operations);   

 Discharges to surface water;   

 Groundwater activities; and   

 Radioactive substances activities.   

Noted. 

4.29 Characteristics of environmental permits include:   

 They are granted to operators (not to land);   

 They can be revoked or varied by NRW;   

 Operators are subject to tests of competence;   

 Operators may apply to transfer environmental 

permits to another operator (subject to a test of 

competence); and  

Noted. 
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 Conditions may be attached.   

The Water Resources Act 1991 

4.30 Under the Water Resources Act 1991 (as amended), 

anyone who wishes to abstract more than 20m3/day 

of water from a surface source such as a river or 

stream or an underground source, such as an aquifer, 

will normally require an abstraction licence from 

NRW. For example, an abstraction licence may be 

required to abstract water for use in cooling at a 

power station.  An impoundment licence is usually 

needed to impede the flow of water, such us in the 

creation of a reservoir or dam, or construction of a fish 

pass.     

Noted. 

4.31 Abstraction licences and impoundment licences are 

commonly referred to as ‘water resources licences’.  

They are required to ensure that there is no 

detrimental impact on existing abstractors or the 

environment.  For further information, please see 

NRW’s guidance form on applying for a full, transfer 

or impounding licence6:   

Noted. 
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4.32 Characteristics of water resources licences include:    

 They are granted to licence holders (not to 

land);   

 They can be revoked or varied;   

 They can be transferred to another licence 

holder; and   

 In the case of abstraction licences, they are 

time limited.   

Noted. 

Role of the Applicant  

4.33 It is the responsibility of applicants to identify whether 

an environmental permit and / or water resource 

licence is required from NRW before an NSIP can be 

constructed or operated. Failure to obtain the 

appropriate consent(s) is an offence.     

Noted. 

4.34 NRW allocates a limited amount of pre-application 

advice for environmental permits and water resources 

licences free of charge. Further advice can be 

provided, but this will be subject to cost recovery.   

Noted. 
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4.35 NRW encourages applicants to engage with them 

early in relation to the requirements of the application 

process.  Where a project is complex or novel, or 

requires a Habitats Risk Assessment, applicants are 

encouraged to ‘parallel track’ their applications to 

NRW with their DCO applications to the Planning 

Inspectorate.  Further information on NRW’s role in 

the infrastructure planning process is available in 

Annex A of the Planning Inspectorate’s Advice note 

eleven (working with public bodies in the 

infrastructure planning process).   

Noted. 

4.36 When considering the timetable to submit their 

applications, applicants should bear in mind that NRW 

will not be in a position to provide a detailed view on 

the application until it issues its draft decision for 

public consultation (for sites of high public interest) or 

its final decision.  Therefore the Applicant should 

ideally submit its application sufficiently early so that 

NRW is at this point in the determination by the time 

the Development Consent Order reaches 

examination.   

Noted. 
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4.37 It is also in the interests of an applicant to ensure that 

any specific requirements arising from their permit or 

licence are capable of being carried out under the 

works permitted by the DCO. Otherwise there is a risk 

that requirements could conflict with the works which 

have been authorised by the DCO (e.g. a stack of 

greater height than that authorised by the DCO could 

be required) and render the DCO impossible to 

implement.   

Noted. 

Health Impact Assessment  

4.38 The Secretary of State considers that it is a matter for 

the Applicant to decide whether or not to submit a 

stand-alone Health Impact Assessment (HIA). 

However, the Applicant should have regard to the 

responses received from the relevant consultees 

regarding health, and in particular to the comments 

from the Health and Safety Executive and Public 

Health England (see Appendix 3 of this Opinion).    

Consultation with relevant consultees 

(documented in the Consultation Report 

(Document 6.1) and with regard to the ES in 

Chapter 5, EIA Consultation, Document 5.5) 

related to health has informed the production of 

the Well-being Report (WBR) (Document 5.27).  

In addition, technical chapters have assessed 

the impact on human health where appropriate; 

these technical chapters include:  

 Traffic and Transport (Document 5.13); 
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Table 1: Responses to the Secretary of State’s Scoping Opinion 

Section Reference  Comment  How the comment has been addressed  

 Air Quality and Emissions (Document 

5.14); 

 Construction Noise and Vibration 

(Document 5.15); 

 Operational Noise and Vibration 

(Document 5.16); and 

 Socio Economics (Document 5.17).  

The ES demonstrates the Proposed 

Development would not give rise to significant 

adverse effects on wellbeing as a result of the 

construction, operation (including maintenance) 

and decommissioning stages. 

4.39 The methodology for the HIA, if prepared, should be 

agreed with the relevant statutory consultees and take 

into account mitigation measures for acute risks.   

National Grid is not a listed body under the Well-

being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015.  

However, National Grid voluntarily worked with 

the Isle of Anglesey County Council, Gwynedd 

Council, supported by Wales Health Impact 

Assessment Support Unit (WHIASU) to consider 

well-being.  This involved meetings to scope the 

approach to the well-being work and to agree on 

the format of a well-being workshop.  The 

workshop was organised by Isle of Anglesey 
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Table 1: Responses to the Secretary of State’s Scoping Opinion 

Section Reference  Comment  How the comment has been addressed  

County Council and facilitated and written up by 

WHIASU and subsequently IACC and National 

Grid met together with WHIASU in order to 

review the content of WHIASU’s report.   

Drawing on the findings of the WHIASU report 

and the Environmental Statement, National Grid 

produced a Well-being Report (Document 5.27).   

The Well-being Report (WBR) explains the work 

undertaken, including the well-being related 

issues raised during the process.  It provides 

details as to where the relevant information 

relating to those issues is contained within the 

North Wales Connection DCO application 

documentation in order to assist people in finding 

that information.  

The WBR sets out the findings of the relevant 

chapters of the ES and other relevant DCO 

documents against each well-being goal and 

associated well-being determinant, as identified 

in the participatory workshop.  

These findings relate to residual effects which 
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Table 1: Responses to the Secretary of State’s Scoping Opinion 

Section Reference  Comment  How the comment has been addressed  

means that they take into account mitigation 

measures that have been identified to avoid or 

reduce effects. These measures include 

mitigation by design and standard control and 

management measures (CMM) that are relevant 

to well-being. CMMs are detailed in the CEMP 

(Document 7.4). 

Transboundary Impacts  

4.40 The Secretary of State has noted that the Applicant 

has not indicated whether the proposed development 

is likely to have significant impacts on another 

European Economic Area (EEA) State.    

No significant impacts on another EEA State 

would arise as a result of the Proposed 

Development. 

4.41 Regulation 24 of the EIA Regulations, which inter alia 

require the Secretary of State to publicise a DCO 

application if the Secretary of State is of the view that 

the proposal is likely to have significant effects on the 

environment of another EEA state and where relevant 

to consult with the EEA state affected. The Secretary 

of State considers that where Regulation 24 applies, 

this is likely to have implications for the examination 

No significant impacts on another EEA State 

would arise as a result of the Proposed 

Development.  
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Table 1: Responses to the Secretary of State’s Scoping Opinion 

Section Reference  Comment  How the comment has been addressed  

of a DCO application.    

4.42 The Secretary of State recommends that the ES 

should identify whether the proposed development 

has the potential for significant transboundary impacts 

and if so, what these are and which EEA States would 

be affected. 

No significant impacts on another EEA State 

would arise as a result of the Proposed 

Development. This is confirmed in Chapter 1 

Introduction (Document 5.1). 
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 As recommended at paragraph 1.13 of the Scoping Opinion section 2 (this 3.1.1

section) provides a series of tables summarising the scoping responses 

from the consultation bodies and how these comments have been 

addressed.   

 The following sections have been edited to focus only on matters related to 3.1.2

the consultation on the scoping report. Points raised that were not 

specifically related to the Scoping Report have been removed.  This 

section includes the following tables:  

 Table 2 Llanddaniel Community Council 

 Table 3 Health and Safety Executive 

 Table 4: Isle of Anglesey County Council and Gwynedd Council 

 Table 5: Mechell Community Council 

 Table 6: Natural Resources Wales 

 Table 7: Public Health England 

 Table 8: Snowdonia National Park Authority     

 Table 10: Welsh Government Department for Economy and 

Infrastructure    

3 Prescribed Consultees  
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Table 2: Llanddaniel Community Council 

Comment  How the comment has been addressed  

We would like to inform the Secretary of State that we would 

like the following to be considered in an environmental 

statement relating to the project: the impact on: 

The sections below explain how the following have been 

considered either as part of the EIA or other Documents.  

Health Established processes in relation to design and routeing of new 

electricity transmission lines take health matters into account.  

The consideration of such matters is built-in to National Grids 

general approach to developing projects.  This approach is 

explained in National Grids document ‘Our approach to the 

design and routeing of new electricity transmission lines’ 

(2012)2.  In addition to the above, National Grids established 

procedures and protocol in terms of dealing with landowners 

and residents that are affected by its proposals have been 

developed over many years of experience to understand, 

recognise and mitigate any potential adverse impacts in terms 

of stress/anxiety.   

National Grid is not a listed body under the Well-being of Future 

Generations (Wales) Act 2015.  However, National Grid 

                                                 
2http://www.nationalgrid.com/NR/rdonlyres/E9F96A2A-C987-403F-AE7D-BDA07821F2C8/55465/OurApproach.pdf 
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Table 2: Llanddaniel Community Council 

Comment  How the comment has been addressed  

voluntarily worked with the Isle of Anglesey County Council, 

Gwynedd Council, supported by Wales Health Impact 

Assessment Support Unit (WHIASU) to consider well-being.  

This involved meetings to scope the approach to the well-being 

work and to agree on the format of a well-being workshop.  The 

workshop was organised by Isle of Anglesey County Council 

and facilitated and written up by WHIASU and subsequently 

IACC and National Grid met together with WHIASU in order to 

review the content of WHIASU’s report.   

Drawing on the findings of the WHIASU report and the 

Environmental Statement, National Grid produced a Well-being 

Report (Document 5.27).   

The Well-being Report (WBR) explains the work undertaken, 

including the well-being related issues raised during the 

process.  It provides details as to where the relevant 

information relating to those issues is contained within the 

North Wales Connection DCO application documentation in 

order to assist people in finding that information 

Culture The Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015 

provides, through a suite of statutory well-being goals, a clear 

focus on what specified public authorities are seeking to 
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Table 2: Llanddaniel Community Council 

Comment  How the comment has been addressed  

achieve to improve the economic, social and environmental 

well-being of Wales, for current and future generations. One of 

the goals introduced in the Act is for ‘A Wales of vibrant culture 

and thriving Welsh Language’.  The document notes that the 

character of Welsh society is likely to change and consideration 

is needed to make the change positive. The intention is to 

foster a Welsh identity that is distinctive but inclusive of different 

cultures, outward looking, and helps Wales to position itself 

successfully in an ever evolving world with an increasingly 

global perspective. 

This has been covered by the Well-being Report (Document 

5.27) which is discussed further under health above.   

A Welsh Language Impact Assessment (Document 5.26) has 

been provided).  

The Environment The has assessed the potential effects of the Proposed 

Development on the environment under the following topic 

headings: Landscape; Visual; Ecology and Nature 

Conservation; Historic Environment; Geology, Hydrogeology 

and Ground Conditions; Water Quality, Resources and Flood 

Risk; Traffic and Transport; Air Quality and Emissions; 

Construction Noise and Vibration; Operational Noise; Socio-

economics and Agriculture.  
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Table 2: Llanddaniel Community Council 

Comment  How the comment has been addressed  

Tourism A socio-economic assessment (Document 5.17) has been 

undertaken and covers: 

 Amenity effects on individual tourism businesses  

 Effects on tourism accommodation and visitor numbers 

and the tourism sector   

Agriculture and farming Effects on agriculture have been assessed in Chapter 18 

Agriculture (Document 5.18) which assesses potential effects 

on:  

 Agricultural land  

 Soils  

 Agriculture landholdings  

 Agricultural land drainage.   

Business A business survey was undertaken during late 2016 to early 

2017 in order to gather further evidence on the potential effects 

on local businesses this is provided in Appendix 17.4 

(Document 5.17.2.4).  

A socio-economic assessment (Document 5.17) has been 

undertaken and covers: 

 The assessment of effects on commercial receptors which 
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Table 2: Llanddaniel Community Council 

Comment  How the comment has been addressed  

includes businesses that have direct and indirect links to 

tourism, such as accommodation (direct) and pubs and 

restaurants (indirect), as well as businesses that have no 

links to tourism (non-tourism businesses). 

 The assessment of effects on community  facilities (some 

businesses are also considered to be community facilities 

because they provide an essential community service, for 

example a post office or private day nursery.  Such 

businesses have been assessed as community rather than 

commercial receptors) 
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Table 3: Health and Safety Executive  

Comment  How the comment has been addressed  

With reference to National Grid plan titled Figure 1.1 Location 

Plan, North Wales Connection, the proposed 

project/development will pass over the Major Accident Hazard 

Pipeline(s) but do not fall within the consultation distances of 

any current Major Hazard Installations.  

The response has been noted.  

Despite passing over Major Hazard Pipeline(s) the project in its 

current form does not meet HSE Land Use Planning criteria that 

would lead to an Adverse Against response. 

The response has been noted. 

However, if prior to the granting of a development consent order 

for this proposed development, Hazardous Substances Consent 

is granted for Major Hazard Installation or there is notification 

for a Major Accident Hazard Pipeline within or in the vicinity of 

the development, the HSE reserves the right to revise its 

advice. 

The response has been noted.  

The presence of hazardous substances on, over or under at or 

above set threshold quantities (Controlled Quantities) may 

require Hazardous Substances Consent (HSC) under the 

Planning (Hazardous Substances) Act 1990 as amended. The 

substances, alone or when aggregated with others, for which 

HSC is required, and the associated Controlled Quantities, are 

set out in the Planning (Hazardous Substances Regulations 

This response is noted and where required Hazardous 

Substances Consent (HSC) under the Planning (Hazardous 

Substances) Act 1990 would be obtained.   

In addition the following measures are included within the 

Construction Environmental Management Plan (Document 
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Comment  How the comment has been addressed  

2015). 7.4):  

 Chemicals to be stored in accordance with the Control of 

Substances Hazardous to Health (COSHH) Regulations i.e. 

in a secure COSHH Store including an impermeable storage 

area with secondary containment for spill management.  

 Appropriate site investigation and materials testing will be 

undertaken by specialist consultants prior to construction 

commencing to identify any ‘hazardous waste’ as defined in 

The Hazardous Waste (England and Wales) Regulations 

2005 as amended and The List of Waste Regulations 2005 

as amended so that it can be appropriately managed and 

disposed of.   

 Provision will be made for the correct storage and disposal 

of Hazardous Wastes as defined by and in accordance with 

the Hazardous Waste (England and Wales) Regulations 

2005 and amendments. The site will be registered as a 

producer of hazardous waste prior to any transfer of 

hazardous waste from site and a Hazardous Waste 

Consignment Note will accompany every transfer. In 

accordance with the Waste Acceptance Criteria (WAC) 

hazardous waste may need to be treated, and then tested, 

before disposal. 

Hazardous Substances Consent would be required if the site is 

intending to store or use any of the Named Hazardous 

Substances or Categories of Substances and Preparations at or 

above the controlled quantities set out in schedule 1 of these 

Regulations.  
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Table 3: Health and Safety Executive  

Comment  How the comment has been addressed  

Further information on HSC should be sought from the relevant 

Hazardous Substances Authority. 

The response has been noted. 

There are no licenced explosive sites in the vicinity of the above 

scoping request, we have no comment to make in this regard 

The response has been noted.  
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Table 4: Isle of Anglesey County Council and Gwynedd Council  

Consultee and Section 

Reference  

Comment  How the comment has been addressed  

Introduction  

1.1 Scope and Context of 

Evaluation  

The following review of the North Wales 

Connection Environmental Impact 

Assessment (EIA) Scoping Report sets 

out the consultation response from Isle 

of Anglesey County Council (IACC) and 

Gwynedd Council (GC) (together the 

Councils) to the request for a Scoping 

Opinion from the Secretary of State 

pursuant to Regulation 8(1) of the EIA 

Regulations and for the information that 

should be supplied in the Environmental 

Statement (ES) to be submitted in 

support of the Development Consent 

Order (DCO) application. 

This comment has been noted  

This report provides a review of the 

North Wales Connection Scoping 

Report, produced by National Grid, 

including a detailed review of the 

information and data provided within. 

This comment has been noted 
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Table 4: Isle of Anglesey County Council and Gwynedd Council  

Consultee and Section 

Reference  

Comment  How the comment has been addressed  

This review confirms the additional 

material and assessment approach 

which would be expected by the 

Councils within the Environmental 

Statement. 

Due recognition has been given to the 

Infrastructure Planning (Environmental 

Impact Assessment) Regulations 2009 

(the Infrastructure EIA Regulations) and 

Infrastructure Planning (Environmental 

Impact Assessment) (Amendment) 

Regulations 2012 (hereafter referred to 

as the EIA Regulations), Planning 

Inspectorate Advice Note 7, Preliminary 

Environmental Information, Screening 

and Scoping (PINS, 2015,) and the 

Department for Communities and Local 

Government’s (DCLG’s) EIA Planning 

Practice Guidance (DCLG, 2014). 

This comment has been noted 

The Councils welcome the opportunity 

to review and appraise submissions 

A description of the Proposed Development is provide in 

Chapter 3 Description of the Proposed Development 
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Table 4: Isle of Anglesey County Council and Gwynedd Council  

Consultee and Section 

Reference  

Comment  How the comment has been addressed  

made by National Grid relating to the 

proposed project defined as follows; 

Substation upgrade works at Wylfa; 

Approximately 30km of new overhead 

line (OHL) between Wylfa and the 

existing substation at Pentir; 

Underground section across the Menai 

Strait; 

Two new sealing end compounds 

(SECs) and potentially tunnel head 

houses either side of the Menai Strait; 

and 

An extension to the substation at Pentir. 

 

(Document 5.3) and Chapter 4 Construction, Operation, 

Maintenance and Decommissioning of the Proposed 

Development (Document 5.4).   The Proposed 

Development would provide a new 400 kilovolt (kV) 

connection between the existing substations at Wylfa and 

Pentir and includes the following principal components: 

 Extension to the existing substation at Wylfa; 

 Sections of new 400 kV overhead line (OHL) between 

Wylfa substation and Braint Tunnel Head House (THH) 

and Cable Sealing End Compound (CSEC) on 

Anglesey including modifications to parts of the 

existing 400 kV OHL between Wylfa and Pentir; 

 Braint THH and CSEC on Anglesey; 

 Tunnel between Braint and Tŷ Fodol THHs; 

 Tŷ Fodol THH and CSEC in Gwynedd;  

 New section of 400 kV OHL between Tŷ Fodol THH 

and CSEC and Pentir Substation;  

 Extension to the existing substation at Pentir; and 

 Temporary construction compounds, access tracks, 

construction working areas, localised widening of the 
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Consultee and Section 

Reference  

Comment  How the comment has been addressed  

public highway and third party works required to 

construct the infrastructure listed above.  

As host authorities to the Proposed 

Project, the Councils recognise their key 

role in assisting the Secretary of State's 

assessment of the proposals. This role 

will continue throughout National Grid’s 

consultation process as the design of 

the Project evolves. 

The comment is noted and welcomed.  

1.2 Summary of 

Consultation to Date and 

Key Issues  

Since 2012, National Grid have 

undertaken informal consultation 

delivered through technical briefing 

meetings with stakeholders, and rounds 

of public consultation (Stage 1 October 

2012, and Stage Two October 2015), on 

which the Councils have provided formal 

representations. The Councils note that 

minimal reference is made in the 

Scoping Report to the outcome of these 

consultation stages, including 

representations submitted by IACC and 

The consultation process for the Proposed Development 

consisted of three stages: two non-statutory consultations 

followed by statutory consultation these are described in 

the Consultation Report (Document 6.1) and summarised 

in ES Chapter 5 EIA Consultation (Document 5.5).  

Feedback received at each stage has been taken into 

account in the evolution of the Proposed Development.  

How this feedback has been taken into account is set out 

in the Consultation Report (Document 6.1).   

Consultation specific to this EIA is described in Chapter 5 

EIA Consultation (Document 5.5).  This appendix 
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Consultee and Section 

Reference  

Comment  How the comment has been addressed  

GC which are relevant to Scoping the 

Project. National Grid should set out a 

timeline of consultations undertaken and 

how the representations made by the 

Councils will be addressed in the EIA. 

(Document 5.5.2.1) sets out how comments received on 

the Scoping Report have been addressed in the ES, 

Appendix 5.2, Schedule of Responses to the PEIR 

(Document 5.5.2.2) sets out how comments on the PEIR 

or relevant to the EIA at Stage 3 Consultation have been 

addressed in the ES and Appendix 5.3, Schedule of 

Responses to the Stakeholder Review of the draft ES 

(Document 5.5.2.3) sets out how comments on the draft 

ES have been addressed.  

National Grid asked as part of the Stage 

Two consultation for general feedback 

about the work conducted to date, 

including the Strategic Options Report 

(SOR) and selection of a preferred 

corridor. This is highly relevant to the 

definition of the Project as well as the 

methodologies to be employed in the 

Environmental Impact Assessment. 

IACC’s previous feedback to National 

Grid from December 2015 is attached 

alongside the Scoping Response. 

Chapter 2 Alternatives and Proposed Development 

History (Document 5.2) summarises the routeing and 

siting process from the Strategic Options stage. 

A description of the Proposed Development is provide in 

Chapter 3 Description of the Proposed Development 

(Document 5.3) and Chapter 4 Construction, Operation, 

Maintenance and Decommissioning of the Proposed 

Development (Document 5.4).    

Methodologies used to assessment the significance of 

potential effects are set out in section 4 of each of the 

technical Chapters (Documents 5.7 to 5.18).  
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Consultee and Section 

Reference  

Comment  How the comment has been addressed  

1.2.1 Strategic Options  The North Wales Connections SOR was 

first published by National Grid in 2012 

and updated in January 2015. National 

Grid outlined and assessed six Strategic 

Options including sub-sea connection 

options to Deeside, Pembroke and 

Pentir, an overhead line between Wylfa 

and Pentir, and works to strengthen the 

existing network between Pentir and 

Trawsfynydd. The Strategic Options 

assessed in 2015 included the addition 

of the ‘hybrid route’, which comprised an 

overhead line between Wylfa and 

Valley, and a sub-sea connection to 

west Gwynedd. 

This comment has been noted. 

The following reports have been included in the DCO 

Application:  

 Strategic Options Report (Document 7.2).   

 The original Strategic Options Report that was 

published in October 2012 (Document 9.8.1) it was 

subsequently been updated and republished in 

January 2015 (Document 9.8.2) and in 2016 

(Document 9.8.3).   

National Grid assessed each Option, 

concluding that Strategic Option 3, an 

overhead line between Wylfa and Pentir 

with associated mainland upgrades, 

would provide the most appropriate 

balance between technical 

requirements, its economic duties, and 

This comment has been noted 



Environmental Statement Appendix 5.1  
Schedule Of Responses To The Scoping Opinion 
Document Number 5.5.2.1 Page 175 

North Wales Connection Project  

Table 4: Isle of Anglesey County Council and Gwynedd Council  

Consultee and Section 

Reference  

Comment  How the comment has been addressed  

its duty to have regard to amenity and 

mitigate impacts. 

The Councils commissioned an 

independent assessment, and provided 

a representation to National Grid on the 

North Wales Connections Strategic 

Options Report. The Council’s position 

is included in their response to National 

Grid’s Stage Two Consultation in 

December 2015. Following 

consideration at Full Council (IACC) it 

was resolved that Strategic Option 3 (if 

taken forward), would require further 

mitigation via undergrounding and this 

should be fully explored. The Council 

considered that undergrounding the 

entire route from Wylfa to Pentir would 

have a similar cost to the ‘hybrid route’ 

but brings the substantial advantage of 

The Stage 2 Consultation Feedback Report (May 2016) 

provided in Appendix 11 to the Consultation Report 

(Document 6.2) summarises the responses and feedback 

received for the Stage 2 consultation.  This included 

responses to the comments received on the strategic 

options and consideration of undergrounding.   The Stage 

2 Consultation Feedback Report makes the following 

statement:  

Underground cables are an established technology for 

transmitting alternating current electricity. Whilst the use 

of underground cables is more technically challenging 

than an equivalent overhead line this consideration would 

not preclude nor weigh heavily in the balance when 

choosing the most appropriate technology to adopt. Of far 

more significance is the high cost difference between 

overhead lines and underground cables, and the nature of 
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Consultee and Section 

Reference  

Comment  How the comment has been addressed  

no longer term visual intrusion. The 

potential route alignment options for an 

underground solution, in consideration 

of environmental and socioeconomic 

effects are yet to be fully explored by 

National Grid. The Scoping Report 

appears not to have provided further 

information regarding the potential for 

undergrounding (with the exception of 

the Menai Strait), and it is disappointing 

to see the potential for further 

undergrounding excluded from the 

project definition. The Councils do not 

consider that National Grid has to date 

adequately considered the relative 

benefits and costs of the option to 

underground the element of the Project 

on Anglesey, and has so far failed to 

demonstrate that the option being 

promoted is the most suitable taking into 

account the relevant assessment 

criteria. This is a major concern to the 

the environmental and community effects that each might 

cause. 

The construction of overhead lines is less intensive than 

the construction of underground cables. In the case of the 

North Wales Connection Project, underground cables 

would require a 65 metre wide continuous construction 

swathe. Due to the scale of the construction activities 

associated with installing the multiple buried cables that 

would be needed, there would be a risk of significant 

damage being caused to important habitats and 

archaeological features along the route. These are some 

of the important considerations, including effects upon 

local views from properties and the high cost differences, 

which need to be balanced when deciding the most 

appropriate solution. 

National Grid recognises the difficulty of balancing 

environmental, community, cost and technical 

considerations when reaching its judgement on the best 

overall solution for society. We have considered all of 

these factors and believe that the most appropriate option 

for the majority of the route between Wylfa and Pentir is 
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Comment  How the comment has been addressed  

Councils. an overhead line. National Grid believes that this would 

best fulfil our statutory duties and complies with national 

planning policy. The Strategic Options Report (January 

2015) contains further information on this decision. 

National Grid will need to demonstrate that any final 

proposal will comply with relevant government policy. 

National Grid must demonstrate that the 

primary preferred option is technically 

feasible, and is in fact capable of being 

delivered (including technical 

considerations under the Conservation 

of Habitats and Species Regulations 

2010 (Habitats Regulations) in respect 

of the crossing of the Menai Strait. 

Should it be identified that the preferred 

Strategic Option is not feasible, there 

will be a requirement to re-visit the 

Strategic Options Report (SOR), and all 

route options development. It is 

recommended that this is resolved prior 

to DCO submission. This is also highly 

relevant to the scope of the 

A Habitat Regulations Assessment (Document 5.23) has 

been undertaken under The Conservation of Habitat and 

Species Regulations 2017 and provides sufficient 

information to enable the Secretary of State to determine 

whether the Proposed Development would result in an 

Adverse Effect on Site Integrity (AEOSI).   
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Consultee and Section 
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Environmental Impact Assessment 

which will need to have sufficient detail 

to provide for potential departures from 

the preferred option as noted above. 

1.2.2 Route Corridor 

Section  

In regards to the Route Corridor 

Selection Report there are a number of 

issues previously identified by IACC and 

Gwynedd Council in informal 

consultation, which do not appear to be 

addressed in the document. Mitigation 

options have been seemingly 

discounted within the document at an 

early stage, without the provision of 

evidence to support the conclusions 

drawn. The Councils would expect to 

see evidence to assess the relative 

performance of the route options, 

considering appropriate environmental, 

social and economic parameters, in 

addition to demonstrating how the 

preferred route corridor is most likely to 

comply with Planning Policy, and 

The evolution and design of the Proposed Development is 

set out in the Design Report (Document 7.17) and 

summarised in ES Chapter 2, Proposed Development 

History and Alternatives (Document 5.2).  

These are supporting by a number or routeing and sting  

documents as listed in Table 2.1 in Chapter 2 Proposed 

Development History and Alternatives (Document 5.2) 

which above detail how environmental and socio-

economic parameters have been taken into account in the 

routeing decisions.   

A Planning Statement (Document 7.14) has been 

provided which sets out compliance with planning policy 

and a Legislation Compliance Audit (Document 5.28.2.1) 

sets out compliance with legislation.  

The consideration of the Alternatives in relation to the 

Habitat Regulations is taken into account at Stage 3 in the 
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environmental legislation, including the 

Habitat Regulations in consideration of 

alternatives. 

HRA process only if it is demonstrated that the Proposed 

Development would result in an adverse effect on site 

integrity.  Natura 2000 sites have been taken into account 

at each stage of the Proposed Developments evolution to 

ensure that the Proposed Development would not result 

in an adverse effect on site integrity.  This information is 

presented in the Habitat Regulations Assessment Report 

(Document 5.23).  

Reference is made within the Route 

Corridor Selection Report to additional 

supporting activities and analysis such 

as review of compliance with 

socioeconomic strategies and guidance, 

bird strike analysis, landscape and 

visual assessment with the use of ZTVs 

and photomontages, review of 

compliance with planning policies, and 

further technical investigation of the 

Menai Strait, but was not provided for 

consultation at this stage. Without sight 

of this information, it is difficult for the 

Councils to comment on the adequacy 

Draft photomontages were produced to aid the appraisals 

undertaken by the environmental team. However, it was 

considered inappropriate to include these in published 

documents at the rote corridor selection stage as they 

suggest a level of design that was not underpinned by 

detailed engineering design or consultation 

considerations.  

Photomontages of the Proposed Development are 

provided in Document 5.29.  
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of the decision making process leading 

to the route corridor selection. 

1.2.3 Route Section  As identified by the Councils in informal 

consultation, it is unclear how the 

boundaries of the orange route corridor 

have been determined. Section 8.1.6 of 

the Route Options Report clarifies that 

this boundary of the orange route 

corridor is not considered an absolute 

constraint, and that routes outside this 

could be considered. Likewise, the 100 

m corridors identified in the Route 

Options Report are not set boundaries, 

and do not account for the limits of 

deviation that may be specified within 

the DCO. Care should be taken to 

ensure that options outside corridors 

initially identified for consultation are 

fully consulted upon, and that potential 

constraints are adequately considered 

throughout the appraisal process 

(including within the Environmental 

The boundaries of the orange route corridor were 

determined by high level constraints.  Following further 

assessment, the 100 m wide route options were designed 

to avoid more localised constraints. This is explained 

further in the Route Options Report 2015 (Document 

9.3).  

The Proposed Development is within the initially identified 

orange corridor boundary. 
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Impact Assessment). It also follows that 

adequate baseline characterisation 

should address reasonable anticipated 

departures from the orange route 

corridor to ensure that the 

Environmental Statement supporting the 

DCO submission is sufficiently robust. 

Further baseline information should be 

provided in respect of the supporting 

activities referred to in Section 8.5 of the 

Route Options Report. In particular, 

IACC have previously identified 

concerns about the potential impacts of 

route alignment on the Anglesey Fens 

Special Area of Conservation (SAC) and 

Anglesey and Llyn Fens Ramsar site, 

and expect to be consulted on the 

detailed baseline characterisation of this 

important site, including the potential for 

indirect hydrological impacts on 

habitats. 

These sites are considered in Chapter 8 Ecology and 

Nature Conservation, Chapter 11 Water Quality, 

Resources and Flood Risk and Chapter 13 Air Quality and 

Emissions.  
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1.2.4 National Grid Scoping 

Meetings  

The Councils have provided early 

feedback to National Grid on their 

approach to Scoping in a number of 

stakeholder engagement meetings held 

by National Grid in 2016. The extent to 

which the Councils comments have 

been addressed is limited at this stage, 

and is detailed in the relevant technical 

sections below. Not all technical 

disciplines have been subject to informal 

dialogue in 2016 prior to National Grid 

publishing the Scoping Report. The 

topic areas which have not been subject 

to this engagement include Geology, 

Hydrology and Ground Conditions, 

Water Quality, Resources and Flood 

Risk, Air Quality and Emissions, 

Agriculture, and Electric and Magnetic 

Fields. 

Stakeholder meetings have taken place to inform the 

development of the Proposed Development and EIA.  

Topic meetings that have taken place specific to the EIA 

are summarised in Chapter 5 EIA Consultation 

(Document 5.5).  

1.3 Councils’ 

Recommendations for 

Whilst it is acknowledged that 

‘Adequacy of Consultation’ under the 

Planning Act 2008 will be primarily 

The Consultation Report (Document 6.1) sets out 

information on the Statement of Community Consultation 
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Further Engagement  judged by reference to the Statement of 

Community Consultation (SoCC), IACC 

and Gwynedd Council are concerned 

that the current consultation strategy is 

overly complex and lacks coherence. 

The Councils have, in written 

submissions to National Grid, raised a 

number of issues with the consultation 

undertaken to date, and highlight 

particular concerns associated with the 

lack of project definition at the Menai 

Strait crossing on which meaningful 

consultation can be undertaken. 

(SoCC).  

In May 2016, the Councils submitted to 

National Grid their comments on the 

final draft SoCC. Whilst National Grid 

have addressed some of the Councils 

comments and amended the draft SoCC 

accordingly, there are areas of concern 

which have yet to be sufficiently 

acknowledged and addressed. Of 

particular importance is the definition on 



Environmental Statement Appendix 5.1  
Schedule Of Responses To The Scoping Opinion 
Document Number 5.5.2.1 Page 184 

North Wales Connection Project  

Table 4: Isle of Anglesey County Council and Gwynedd Council  

Consultee and Section 

Reference  

Comment  How the comment has been addressed  

which elements of the project are 

considered part of the NSIP, and which 

might be subject to Town and Country 

Planning Act 1990 applications and 

providing evidence for the consultation 

zone boundary. 

It would be beneficial for National Grid 

to take note of these issues and seek 

further engagement with the Councils in 

their resolution. The Councils detailed 

comments on how that should be 

achieved are set out in section 2.1 

below. 

This comment has been noted 

National Grid will need to engage with 

the Councils in pre-application 

discussions in respect of Town and 

Country Planning Act applications 

supporting Associated Development, 

and the ‘Wider Works’ referenced by 

National Grid in association with the 

mainland infrastructure upgrades 

In addition to the connection between Wylfa Substation 

and Pentir Substation, work is required to strengthen 

National Grid’s existing electricity network between Pentir 

and Trawsfynydd to ensure that all the power generation 

in North Wales can be accommodated on the 

transmission system following the connection of Wylfa 

Newydd Power Station. These works are referred to as 
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required outside the DCO application. A 

clear consenting strategy for all 

elements of the project, including 

Associated Development and Wider 

Works should be provided. The EIA will 

need to cover all elements of the wider 

project and the manner in which inter-

related and cumulative effects 

assessment has been undertaken 

should be clear and unambiguous. 

the ‘Wider Works’.    

The Wider Works do not form part of the Proposed 

Development, as they would be required regardless of the 

need for the Proposed Development, and are therefore 

not included in the application for a Development Consent 

Order (DCO) under the Planning Act 2008.  The Wider 

Works would be consented, where appropriate, under the 

Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) or 

Section 37 of the Electricity Act 1989 and will be 

supported by the appropriate level of environmental 

assessment.    

To ensure that any potential for greater environmental 

effects due to the Proposed Development and the Wider 

Works combined is identified, an assessment of combined 

effects has been undertaken, the results of which are 

reported within Chapter 21 Statement of Combined 

Effects with the Wider Works (Document 5.21).  

Sufficient opportunity for consultation on 

detailed project impact assessment and 

mitigation should be provided, and will 

Mitigation in the EIA has been categorised as follows:  

 Mitigation by Design (DM):  These are measures that 

have been built into the design, such as the design of 
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support alignment in the interest of 

driving towards Statements of Common 

Ground (SoCG). The Councils wish to 

be engaged on a clear tiered strategy of 

mitigation options, including embedded, 

primary, and secondary measures. Such 

details should be consulted on and 

secured as necessary through the 

Requirements of the DCO / Planning 

Conditions for applications made under 

TCPA or Section 106 Obligations as 

appropriate. A consistent and coherent 

approach to mitigation across all 

elements of the project is critical and 

can only be achieved if the details and 

timing of all proposed works are fully 

understood by the Councils. 

the OHL, Limits of Deviation (LOD) to avoid certain 

receptors and the location of the THH/CSEC sites.  

 Control and Management Measures (CMM):  These 

are measures which are included within the CEMP and 

other control and management plans such as the use 

of road sweepers and the implementation of measures 

to control silt laden runoff during construction etc.  

 Mitigation Measures (MM): These are measures over 

and above mitigation by design, for example anything 

that has been added to the design purely to mitigate 

an effect such as landscape planting.  

These are described in Chapter 6 EIA Methodology and 

Basis of Assessment (Document 5.6).   

Commentary on information within the Introduction and Proposed Project Description  
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2.1 The Project and 

Consenting Strategy  

PINS will also note that paragraph 

1.3.10 conflicts with paragraph 17.1.2. 

The latter confirms that the "Wider 

Works" will be the subject of separate 

applications under the TCPA. The 

former indicates that certain elements of 

the wider works might be consented 

under permitted development rights. 

Where consent is required elements of the Wider Works 

would either be consented, where appropriate, under the 

Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) or 

Section 37 of the Electricity Act 1989 and will be 

supported by the appropriate level of environmental 

assessment.  Where a consent is not required for 

elements of the Wider Works these will be undertaken 

under permitted development rights.  

It is not clear whether these works are 

considered by National Grid to form part 

of its wider project for EIA purposes. 

National Grid refers in paragraphs 

4.3.31 to these being “works to the 

wider network required facilitate the 

connection of Wylfa”, which indicates 

that they could be part of the project and 

therefore requiring EIA. If such works do 

require EIA, then permitted 

developments rights may not be 

available for such works. 

The Wider Works do not form part of the Proposed 

Development, as they would be required regardless of the 

need for the Proposed Development, and are therefore 

not included in the application for a Development Consent 

Order (DCO) under the Planning Act 2008.  The Wider 

Works would be consented, where appropriate, under the 

Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) or 

Section 37 of the Electricity Act 1989 and will be 

supported by the appropriate level of environmental 

assessment.    

To ensure the above the EIA reports the combined effects 

of the Proposed Development with the wider works in 
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Chapter 21 Statement of Combined Effects with the Wider 

Works (Document 5.21).  

National Grid needs to address this 

point as a matter of urgency and explain 

why these works should not be 

considered as part of the wider project 

so that the stakeholders can confirm 

whether they agree with this approach – 

this will require further detail about these 

works and the potential for interaction 

with the main connection works. 

The Wider Works do not form part of the Proposed 

Development, as they would be required regardless of the 

need for the Proposed Development, and are therefore 

not included in the application for a Development Consent 

Order (DCO) under the Planning Act 2008.  The Wider 

Works would be consented, where appropriate, under the 

Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) or 

Section 37 of the Electricity Act 1989 and will be 

supported by the appropriate level of environmental 

assessment.    

To ensure the above the EIA reports the combined effects 

of the Proposed Development with the wider works in 

Chapter 21 Statement of Combined Effects with the Wider 

Works (Document 5.21). 

2.2 Environmental Impact 

Assessment (EIA) 

Assessment Process  

The Councils note the helpful tables 

included by National Grid outlining 

compliance with The Planning 

Inspectorate Advice Note Seven: 

This comment has been noted 
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Environmental Impact Assessment: 

Preliminary Environmental Information, 

Screening and Scoping and Regulation 

the EIA Regulations. PINS will have 

noted that the reference within table 

1.2.4 to Regulation 13(2) of the 2016 

EIA Regulations is not correct. The 

correct reference is to Regulation 8 of 

the 2009 EIA Regulations (correctly 

introduced at paragraph 1.1.6), which it 

is acknowledged are substantially the 

same. 

National Grid should acknowledge the 

potential for the project to fall under 

transitional arrangements for changes 

made to the EIA Directive. Dependent 

upon the date when the new 

Regulations come into force, National 

Grid will, where applicable, need to 

incorporate the new requirements from 

the Regulations within the EIA work that 

leads to the preparation of the North 

This ES is being submitted with an application for 

Development Consent under the Planning Act 2008 and 

has been prepared in compliance with the Infrastructure 

Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) 

Regulations 2009 (SI 2009/2263) (‘the 2009 

Regulations’).  

Although the 2009 Regulations have since been 

superseded by The Infrastructure Planning 

(Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017 
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Wales Connections Project 

Environmental Statement. National Grid 

should consider and engage the 

Councils on the implications of any 

future potential changes likely to be 

made to the EIA Regulations and how 

this might affect the scheme. 

(‘the 2017 Regulations’), the transitional arrangements for 

the 2017 Regulations state that the 2009 Regulations 

continue to apply to projects for which a request for a 

Scoping Opinion was submitted prior to the date upon 

which the 2017 Regulations came into force, which was 

16 May 2017.  As the request for a Scoping Opinion for 

the Proposed Development was submitted in May 2016, 

the 2009 Regulations are therefore applicable and not the 

2017 Regulations. 

2.3 Project Background  Within the Project Background, National 

Grid start to outline the needs case for 

the project in terms of National Policy. It 

is expected that a complete Needs Case 

for the project will be updated for the 

Project as set out previously, drawing 

upon National Grid’s previous Needs 

Case reports, including the commitment 

to back checking. This should include 

local context for the project associated 

with the requirement to connect local 

generation projects to the network, and 

The Needs Case (Document 7.1) has been included as 

part of the DCO Application.  
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be drawn upon to inform the EIA. 

Whilst the introductory section of the 

Scoping Report provides some 

contextual background, it fails to 

adequately capture and summarise the 

informal consultation undertaken by 

National Grid as set out in Section 1.2 of 

this Report. It would be helpful for 

National Grid to provide a timeline of the 

project to date, including key design 

decision making aligned with 

consultation phases. 

Chapter 2 Proposed Development History and 

Alternatives (Document 5.2) summarises the stages of 

consultation in relation to the Development of the 

Proposed Development.  This information is also included 

in the Design Report (Document 7.17) and the 

Consultation Report (Document 6.1) and ES Chapter 5 

EIA Consultation provide information on the consultation 

process.  

2.4 Characteristics of the 

Project  

The Councils note that a wide scoping 

corridor has been defined, to 

incorporate all anticipated elements of 

the Project. National Grid should also 

consider whether this adequately 

includes for the potential for offsite 

planting and wider environmental 

mitigation and enhancement which may 

be proposed as the EIA is progressed. 

A description of the Proposed Development is provide in 

Chapter 3 Description of the Proposed Development 

(Document 5.3) and Chapter 4 Construction, Operation, 

Maintenance and Decommissioning of the Proposed.  

Development (Document 5.4).  The Order Limits include 

all areas of mitigation that have been relied on in 

undertaking tis EIA and the Schedule of Mitigation 

(Document 5.28) sets out how each of the mitigation 
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The project is currently defined as; 

Construction of a 400 kV overhead line 

including transpositions (approximately 

30km in length) between Wylfa and 

Pentir; 

Underground cables (Menai Strait 

crossing); 

Sealing End Compounds (required for 

transition between overhead line and 

underground cable); 

Tunnel Head Houses (required if tunnel 

option is used for crossing the Menai 

Strait); 

Construction of a tunnel or ducts in 

which to install cables; 

Substation upgrade works at Wylfa and 

an extension to the existing substation 

measures are secured.   

Potential enhancement measures are set out in the 

Enhancement Strategy (Document 7.13).  
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at Pentir; and 

Enabling works, including laydown 

areas, construction compounds and 

highway works. 

It is noted that the project is subject to 

further consultation and development 

and the Councils expect that this will 

include additional mitigation including 

undergrounding and habitat mitigation 

and enhancement, which should be 

subject to adequate consultation. 

The Order Limits include all areas of mitigation that have 

been relied on in undertaking tis EIA and the Schedule of 

Mitigation (Document 5.28) sets out how each of the 

mitigation measures are secured.   

 

Section 2.4.14 of the Scoping Report 

states that further investigation is 

required to ascertain the best 

technology and location to cross the 

Menai Strait and Anglesey Area of 

Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB). 

This element of the project therefore 

lacks definition at this stage and 

therefore restricts the extent to which 

A description of the Proposed Development is provide in 

Chapter 3 Description of the Proposed Development 

(Document 5.3) and Chapter 4 Construction, Operation, 

Maintenance and Decommissioning of the Proposed.  

Development (Document 5.4).  The Proposed 

Development includes a tunnel which would pass the 

connection beneath the Menai Strait.  
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the Councils can meaningfully engage 

on the Scope of the EIA for this element 

of the project. The Councils would 

recommend additional and focussed 

engagement in this respect. 

Section 2 helpfully provides an outline of 

construction, maintenance and 

decommissioning activities. The 

Councils seek to ensure that these are 

fully considered in the EIA, particularly 

where such activities have the potential 

to give rise to impacts on local 

communities. An outline construction 

programme including details of 

construction phasing would be expected 

as part of the ES, to provide 

underpinning assumptions for the EIA, 

and incorporate environmental 

mitigation where required. Further issue 

specific commentary from the Councils 

is provided in regards to the 

Construction Environmental 

A description of how the Proposed Development would be 

Construction, Operation, Maintenance and 

Decommissioning is set out in Chapter 4 (Document 5.4).  

Section 5 of each technical chapter (Documents 5.7 to 

5.18) sets out how each element of the Proposed 

Development has been assessed and sections 8 and set 

out the potential and residual effects respectively of the 

construction, operation, maintenance and 

decommissioning of the Proposed Development.  
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Management Plan (CEMP) in Section 5 

of this Report. The Scoping Report does 

not set out how decommissioning will be 

considered and assessed within each 

topic discipline and the Councils request 

that further consideration is given to 

potential assessment needs. 

Section 2.7 describes the overhead line, 

but provides no meaningful description 

of the sort of development that is being 

proposed. As a for-instance, no 

description of the type of pylon to be 

used is provided (T-pylon or lattice?). 

One could reasonably expect a scoping 

report to provide at least an outline of 

the nature and extent of the proposed 

development. There is an absence of 

description for the overhead line, 

substation works, and cable sealing 

compounds. 

A description of the Proposed Development is provide in 

Chapter 3 Description of the Proposed Development 

(Document 5.3) and Chapter 4 Construction, Operation, 

Maintenance and Decommissioning of the Proposed.  

Development (Document 5.4).   

In Section 2.8.10 little detail is provided Chapter 4 Construction, Operation, Maintenance and 
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regarding land reinstatement following 

completion of construction. Ensuring 

that the land is reinstated as quickly and 

effectively as possible is a concern of 

the Councils and they will expect to see 

further detail regarding this in the ES, 

secured through the Code of 

Construction Practice or other relevant 

plan secured through the DCO. The 

Councils note in 2.8.12 the reference to 

possible trenchless construction 

techniques and it will expect the ES to 

identify where such techniques may be 

used across the cable route and for a 

commitment to these to be secured in 

the DCO. 

Decommissioning of the Proposed.  Development 

(Document 5.4) provides details of how the Proposed 

Development would be reinstated.  Measures to control 

reinstatement are set out in the CEMP (Document 7.4) 

and Indicative Reinstatement Plans are provided as 

Figure 1 to the CEMP (Document 7.4.1.1).  

In relation to the width of the cable 

corridor at 2.8.4, what is the justification 

for the 65m cable corridor? The 

Councils expect to see a detailed 

engineering justification to ensure that 

environmental impacts are being 

A description of the Proposed Development is provide in 

Chapter 3 Description of the Proposed Development 

(Document 5.3) and Chapter 4 Construction, Operation, 

Maintenance and Decommissioning of the Proposed.  

Development (Document 5.4).  Please note since the 

Scoping Report was published the proposed crossing 
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properly mitigated. method of the Menai Strait has been identified as a tunnel 

therefore the Proposed Development does not include 

any sections of the connection that will be directly buried.  

The Councils also seek to highlight at 

this stage that it is not clear what 

consideration will be given to effects 

arising from the management of spoil. If 

a cable tunnel of 4-5m is required as per 

the potential Menai Strait crossing set 

out by National Grid there will be a 

significant amount of spoil arising, which 

will require ‘numerous lorry movements’ 

(Section 2.8.14 of the Scoping Report). 

A spoil management plan, including 

traffic movement, environmental and 

community considerations should be 

provided for consultation. Stakeholder 

engagement will be required to establish 

the most appropriate way of dealing with 

the arisings. 

The ES has assessed the traffic and transport movements 

required to construct the Proposed Development these 

are set out in ES Chapter 13 (Document 5.13) and the 

Transport Assessment (TA) (Document 5.13.2.1).  An 

Outline Site Waste Management Plan (Document 7.11) 

and an Outline Materials Management Plan (Document 

7.12) have been submitted with the DCO both of with are 

secured by Requirement 6 of the draft DCO (Document 

2.1).  
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Review of Legal and Policy Framework  

3.1 Overview  Chapter 3 of the Scoping Report sets 

the relevant legal and policy framework 

for the proposed project. 

This comment has been noted 

Section 3.1 of the Chapter provides a 

summary of National Grid’s duties which 

are placed upon them by the Electricity 

Act 1989 and policies which have been 

developed to ensure a consistent 

approach to National Grid projects. 

This comment has been noted 

The duties placed upon National Grid 

provide important context to the project. 

This section explains that when a power 

generator applies for a connection to the 

national transmission system, the 

generator has a statutory obligation to 

offer a new, or modify an existing 

connection. National Grid are also duty 

bound to develop and maintain an 

efficient, co-ordinated and economical 

This comment has been noted 
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system and consider the amenity 

impacts of its work. 

The Chapter references National Grid’s 

contractual obligation to Horizon 

Nuclear Power to connect the Wylfa 

Newydd Power Station by 2024/2025. 

However, the Councils are aware of a 

number of other connection agreements 

referred to in National Grid’s previous 

Needs Case documents in connection 

with the North Wales Connection Project 

and seek clarity of whether this remains 

the case. It is expected that the ES will 

be accompanied by an updated Needs 

Case assessment which provides clarity 

on the status and influence of other 

projects on the proposed DCO 

application. 

The need for the Proposed Development is set out in the 

Needs Case (Document 7.1).  

The remainder of the Chapter presents 

the relevant policy framework for the 

This comment has been noted 
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project which includes: 

The Planning Act (2008); 

National Policy Statements (NPS) (EN-1 

and EN-5); 

National (Welsh) Planning Legislation 

and Policy; and 

Local Policy (including a list of policies 

at Appendix 3.1). 

The framework set is considered to be 

accurate at the time of production of the 

Scoping Report and appropriate for 

setting the context for the project. 

This comment has been noted 

3.2 National Policy 

Framework  

3.3 Local Policy Framework  

The Chapter makes clear the framework 

for examination and determination of 

applications for Development Consent 

Orders (DCO) as detailed within the 

Planning Act 2008. The NPS’s are 

presented as the overarching policy 

This comment has been noted 
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documents against which the proposals 

will be considered, however, regard is 

also given to Welsh policy in order to 

provide context for the Environmental 

Statement. 

National Grid omit to include reference 

to paragraph 3.7.10 of EN-1, which is 

highly relevant to the Project (emphasis 

added): 

3.7.10 - In the light of the above, there is 

an urgent need for new electricity 

transmission and distribution 

infrastructure (and in particular for new 

lines of 132 kV and above) to be 

provided. The IPC should consider that 

the need for any given proposed new 

connection or reinforcement has been 

demonstrated if it represents an efficient 

and economical means of connecting a 

new generating station to the 

transmission or distribution network, or 

A Planning Statement (Document 7.14) has been 

provided with the DCO Application which includes 

reference to this paragraph.  
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reinforcing the network to ensure that it 

is sufficiently resilient and has sufficient 

capacity (in the light of any performance 

standards set by Ofgem) to supply 

current or anticipated future levels of 

demand. However, in most cases, there 

will be more than one technological 

approach by which it is possible to make 

such a connection or reinforce the 

network (for example, by overhead line 

or underground cable) and the costs 

and benefits of these alternatives should 

be properly considered as set out in EN-

5 (in particular section 2.8) before any 

overhead line proposal is consented. 

This paragraph should be referenced to 

earlier comments in section 1.2 above. 

Although the Scoping Report makes 

reference to the Section 4.1 of NPS EN-

1, the remainder of Section 4 contains 

wider assessment principles which are 

of relevance to the project and the 

An Environmental Statement has been provided in 

Volume 5. 

A Habitat Regulations Assessment Repot has been 
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Councils would expect National Grid to 

set out how the DCO application 

proposes to accord with the applicable 

‘assessment principles’ as follows: 

Environmental Statement; 

Habitats and Species Regulations; 

Alternatives; 

Criteria for ‘good design’ for energy 

infrastructure; 

Climate change adaptation; 

Pollution control and other 

environmental regulatory regimes; 

Safety; 

Common law, nuisance and statutory 

nuisance; 

provided (Document 5.23) 

The Alternatives considered are set out in Chapter 2 

Proposed Development History and Alternatives 

(Documents 5.2) 

The Design Report (Document 7.17) describes the 

design of the Proposed Development and the Design 

Guide (Document 7.19) sets out indicative designs for 

the Braint and Tŷ Fodol Tunnel Head Houses.   

Where relevant each technical chapter (Documents 5.7 

to 5.18) includes consideration of climate change.  

Measures to prevent and control pollution are set out in 

the CEMP (Document 7.4) which is secured by 

Requirement 6 of the draft DCO (Document 2.1).  

A Safety Health and Environment Plan (SHE) will be 

produced this is secured through Requirement 7 of the 

draft DCO (Document 2.1).  

A Statement of Statutory Nuisance (Document 5.24) has 



Environmental Statement Appendix 5.1  
Schedule Of Responses To The Scoping Opinion 
Document Number 5.5.2.1 Page 204 

North Wales Connection Project  

Table 4: Isle of Anglesey County Council and Gwynedd Council  

Consultee and Section 

Reference  

Comment  How the comment has been addressed  

Health; and 

Security considerations. 

been provided.  

The Councils note that the Scoping 

Report makes no reference to Section 5 

of EN-1 which identifies ‘generic 

impacts’ which must be considered in an 

ES accompanying a DCO. Again, it 

would be useful for National Grid to 

clearly identify how the DCO application 

proposes to consider these generic 

impacts and signpost to relevant parts of 

the ES and/or supporting 

documentation. 

A Planning Statement (Document 7.14) has been 

provided which includes reference to section 5 of EN-1.  

Along similar lines, Part two of NPS EN-

5 provides additional technology specific 

advice on impacts of electricity networks 

which is not referenced within the 

Scoping Report. It would be useful if the 

applicant could identify how the DCO 

application proposes to consider this 

A Planning Statement (Document 7.14) has been 

provided which includes reference to section 5 of EN-5. 
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advice. 

The Scoping Report makes reference to 

the local policy framework in order to 

provide context for the ES and includes 

as Appendix 3.1 a useful table of 

relevant policies with a signpost to 

where these would be covered within 

the ES. Nonetheless, it is considered 

that more policies than indicated are of 

relevance to socio-economic matters. 

Section 2 of each technical chapter (Documents 5.7 to 

5.18) set out the National Planning Policy relevant to that 

topic and each chapter is accompanied by an appendix 

which details the relevant Local Planning Policy relevant 

to that chapter.  A Planning Statement (Document 7.14) 

has also been provided.  

Given the timing of the proposed DCO 

application it can reasonably be 

expected that the Joint LDP will be in 

place by the time the Secretary of State 

makes his or her decision on the DCO 

application. It might therefore be 

expected that regard ought to be had to 

the emerging Plan for more than simply 

informing the existing baseline. At the 

time of writing the Scoping Report the 

submitted Plan for Examination is the 

The Joint LDP has now been adopted and is considered 

as appropriate in each of the technical chapter 

(Documents 5.7 to 5.18) and the Planning Statement 

(Document 7.14).   
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Deposit Plan as amended by Focus and 

Minor Changes. This is not reflected in 

Appendix 3.1. This Appendix would also 

benefit from inclusion of relevant 

policies included in the various extant 

plans that promote development which 

seeks to maintain or strengthen the well- 

being of the Welsh language. In this 

respect Appendix 3.1 isn’t consistent 

with section 14 of the Report. 

The Councils welcome the recognition 

given to the importance of the Welsh 

language and its well-being to 

communities, which includes an 

intention to undertake a Welsh 

Language Impact Assessment. Section 

3 of the Report, which provides an 

overview of national policy, would 

benefit from reference to the Planning 

(Wales) Act which raises the profile of 

the language as a material planning 

A Welsh Language Impact Assessment (Document 5.26) 

has been provided  
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consideration. 

Paragraph 3.4.10 “…UDP 2005 

considered by the Council to be a 

material consideration…” is misleading 

as the statement implies that others may 

not regard as a material planning 

consideration. The Council received an 

Official Order from the Welsh Assembly 

Government confirming that the deposit 

plan of 2001, as amended by the 

Inspector’s Report along with associated 

recommendations can be given weight 

as a material consideration in dealing 

with current planning applications. 

This comment has been noted. 

Paragraph 3.4.12 should also refer to 

the Focussed Changes approved by the 

Councils in January 2016. The Deposit 

Plan as amended by the Focussed 

Changes represents the latest version of 

the Plan, which is being examined by 

the Planning Inspector appointed to 

This comment has been noted. 
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determine the Plan’s soundness. 

Appendix 3.1 on Local Planning Policy 

has little or no reference to the Socio- 

Economics Chapter: 

Table 2, Strategic Policy 4 - Policy D1, 

Policy D4, Policy D15, Policy D22, 

Policy D23, Policy D31 - relevant to 

Chapter 14 

Table 3. The report in several places 

recognises the role of the tourism 

sector. The well-being of key natural 

and historic environment resources are 

crucial to maintain the area's status as a 

visitor destination. Therefore, a number 

of Local Plan polices are also relevant to 

Chapter 14, e.g. General Policy 1, 

Policy 30, Policy 31 

Table 4 - The report in several places 

recognises the role of the tourism 

sector. The well-being of key natural 

Section 2.4 of the Socio Economic Chapter (Document 

5.17) sets out the relevant Local Planning Policies that 

are of relevance.  
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and historic environment resources are 

crucial to maintain the area's status as a 

visitor destination. Therefore, a number 

of UDP polices are also relevant to 

Chapter 14, e.g. GP1, PO8, EN2 

Table 5 - As maintaining and enhancing 

key natural and historic environment 

resources are crucial to maintaining the 

area's status as a visitor destination a 

number of additional policies are 

relevant to Chapter 14, e.g. PS15, 

AMG1, PS17, AT1 

Section 4.1 of Appendix 3.1 makes 

reference to the Menai Strait Local Plan. 

The Local Plan has replaced the Menai 

Strait Local Plan as did the Gwynedd 

UDP. Therefore, there is no need for 

this reference. 

This comment has been noted.  

Section 6.2 of Appendix 3.1 refers to the 

adoption of the Deposit Plan in 2017. It 

The Joint LDP has now been adopted and is considered 

as appropriate in each of the technical chapter 
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should be noted that the Councils have 

agreed amendments to the Deposit Plan 

in January 2016, i.e. Focussed 

Changes. Therefore, the Deposit Plan 

as amended by the Focussed Changes 

represents the 'final' Plan, which is now 

subject to Public Examination. Table 5 

makes no reference to Policy PS1 

Welsh Language as amended by Focus 

Change NF15. 

(Documents 5.7 to 5.18) and the Planning Statement 

(Document 7.14).   

Review of Approach to EIA 

4.1 Overview of EIA 

Scoping  

Chapter 4 provides a useful overview of 

the EIA framework and purpose of 

Scoping. The Councils acknowledge 

that Scoping is an iterative process, as 

set out in Section 4.2.2. In this respect is 

important that National Grid seek to 

maintain dialogue with stakeholders to 

establish common ground on the 

approach to assessment including; 

ES Chapter 5 EIA Consultation (Document 5.5) sets out 

the approach to consultation and engagement on the EIA.    
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Methodologies for baseline studies; 

Assessment methodology for evaluating 

the significance of effects; 

Methods for incorporating mitigation, 

including primary (embedded) 

mitigation, secondary mitigation, 

compensation and enhancement; and 

Means by which stakeholders will be 

engaged and consultation comments 

addressed. 

It should be noted that matters should 

not be scoped out unless specifically 

confirmed as being scoped out by the 

Secretary of State in the Scoping. 

This comment has been noted 

4.2 Overview of the EIA 

Process  

The use of generic assessment tables in 

Section 4.3 of the Scoping Report for 

the definition of value/sensitivity, 

magnitude and significance should be 

Chapter 6 EIA Methodology and Basis of Assessment 

(Document 5.6) provides a generic approach which has 

guided the development of topic specific criteria in this 

ES.  Each technical chapter (Documents 5.7 to 5.18) 
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applied with caution. For value / 

sensitivity in Tables 4.1 and 4.3 the 

descriptions are not consistent. The 

Councils consider that those in Table 

4.3 should be used. It is expected, as 

noted by National Grid, that topic 

specific methods will be derived based 

the relevant guidance, standards and 

best practice specific to the assessment 

discipline. 

sets out the topic specific methods in section 4.  

Section 4.3.19 helpfully differentiates 

mitigation in terms of; 

Control and Management Measures; 

Mitigation by Design; 

Mitigation Measures; 

Compensation Measures. 

This comment has been noted 

This could be expanded on further to 

clarify the potential role of offsite 

An Archaeological Strategy (Document 7.8) has been 

provided.  This has been taken into account in the 
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mitigation, and enhancement 

opportunities which may be important 

aspects of the evolving project design. It 

should be noted that archaeological 

mitigation does not fall neatly into these 

descriptions. Whilst preservation in situ 

of below ground archaeological remains 

can sometimes be ensured by 

avoidance (Design), preservation by 

record of below ground archaeological 

remains affected by ground disturbing 

work is a more complex procedure 

involving excavation, post- excavation, 

reporting, publication and dissemination 

of results, usually through public 

engagement, education or other means. 

Also, setting impacts on archaeological 

sites or monuments are not easily 

mitigated - planting or screening is 

rarely appropriate. In such cases 

National Grid will need to consider 

access, interpretation, management and 

conservation of monuments in order to 

determination of residual effects in the Historic 

Environment Chapter (Document 5.10) and is secured by 

Requirement 6 of the draft DCO (Document 2.1).  

An Enhancement Strategy (Document 7.13) has been 

provided which includes details of offsite planting.   
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help reduce harmful impacts on the 

setting of sites or monuments. 

In the Section 4.3.12 “Effectiveness of 

mitigation – is the mitigation proven to 

be effective”? - this is not part of the 

magnitude of effect and should be 

applied after determining the 

significance without mitigation. 

The ES present residual effects after the application of 

mitigation.  

If the measures to be contained within 

the draft CEMP provided with the 

scoping report (Section 4.3.4) are to be 

relied on as measures integral to the 

project when assessing the scope of its 

likely significant effects, it can be 

assumed that compliance with the 

CEMP will form a requirement of any 

development consent. This is not 

expressly stated, but the Councils 

assume that to be the case. This also 

refers to “environmentally sensitive 

design and siting being assumed”. The 

The CEMP (Document 7.4) and all other control and 

management plans and strategies provided with the DCO 

Application are secured by Requirement 6 of the draft 

DCO (Document 2.1).   
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Councils do not consider that this is 

something that can be assumed and 

expects the ES to demonstrate in detail 

how this has been done through the 

design process. 

The approach to cumulative assessment 

appears appropriate, and the Councils 

would expect to be consulted on the 

long list and short list of other 

developments for consideration under 

'inter-project’ effects. 

Chapter 19 Intra-project Cumulative Effects (Document 

5.19) and Chapter 20 Inter-project Cumulative Effects 

(Document 5.20) set of the assessment of cumulative 

effects. 

Table 4.6 of ‘Other Developments’ 

should be kept under review until an 

agreed cut-off date within the EIA 

Programme. The list omits for example 

the Morlais Tidal Demonstration Zone 

Project which was subject to Scoping in 

2015. The Council should be afforded 

the opportunity to review the list of 

cumulative developments against a 

Zone of Influence for each topic 

Chapter 20 Inter-project Cumulative Effects (Document 

5.20) set of the assessment of cumulative effects with 

other developments.  A draft of this chapter was included 

in the PEIR and provided as part of the stakeholder 

review of the draft ES and comments received have bene 

taken into account where appropriate.  
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discipline, which is not currently 

provided in the Scoping Report. This 

would be sought within the ES. 

The Councils would particularly note the 

complexity of cumulative assessment 

with respect to the Wylfa Newydd 

Project, and other Energy Island 

schemes. The Council will seek a high 

degree of clarity from National Grid as to 

the assessment parameters drawn from 

other projects. The relationship between 

what is defined as the ‘Project’, Wider 

Works and Associated Development 

and how they are considered throughout 

the intra-project assessment should be 

clearly set out. In particular, the 

Councils would wish to ensure that the 

potential effects on sensitive community 

receptors, particularly during the 

construction and decommissioning 

stages, are carefully considered. 

The ES presents three assessments with regards to 

cumulative effects.   

Intra-project effects are the combined effects arising as a 

result of the Proposed Development for example upon a 

single receptor or resource.  An example would be where 

a local resident is affected by dust, noise and a loss of 

visual amenity during the construction of a scheme, with 

the result being a greater effect than each individual effect 

alone.  This is provided in Chapter 19 Intra-project 

Cumulative Effects (Document 5.19) 

Inter-project effects are the combined effects of the 

Proposed Development with other relevant developments 

which may, on an individual basis be not significant but, 

together (i.e. cumulatively), have a significant effect.  This 

is provided in Chapter 20 Inter-project Cumulative Effects 

(Document 5.20) 

Combined effects are the combined effects arising upon a 
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single receptor as a result of the Proposed Development 

and the wider works.  This is provided in Chapter 21 

Combined Effects with the Wider Works (Document 

5.21).  

With regards to Wylfa Newydd Power Station Project this 

has been considered in Chapter 20 Inter-project 

Cumulative Effects (Document 5.20). 

It is important that the zone of 

assessment of ‘Wider Works’ within the 

intra-project assessment is carefully 

considered, and the Councils would 

welcome further dialogue to understand 

the proposed approach. 

Combined effects are presented in Chapter 21 Combined 

Effects with the Wider Works (Document 5.21).  

Under Table 4.6 - Major Developments 

to be considered in the Inter-Project 

CEA, and the list of projects to be 

cumulatively assessed should be 

agreed with the Councils. 

Chapter 20 Inter-project Cumulative Effects (Document 

5.20) set of the assessment of cumulative effects with 

other developments.  A draft of this chapter was included 

in the PEIR and provided as part of the stakeholder 

review of the draft ES and comments received have bene 

taken into account where appropriate. 
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For the purpose of the proposed 

workshop in Section 4.3.29 the Councils 

would like to be included in the 

consideration and identification of 

"shared receptors" for the purposes of 

determining likely intra-project effects 

during the development of the ES. 

The assessment of Intra-project cumulative effects is 

presented in Chapter 19 Intra-project Cumulative Effects 

(Document 5.19).  A draft of this chapter was included in 

the PEIR and provided as part of the stakeholder review 

of the draft ES.  

Section 4.3.30 states National Grid will 

exclude residual impacts of negligible 

significance from the intra-project CEA, 

however, particular attention should be 

given to whether these effects could be 

accentuated within specific vulnerable 

groups. What could otherwise be 

considered negligible may be 

accentuated if individuals are 

particularly sensitive to such effects. 

The methodology for assessment intra-project cumulative 

effects is provided in Chapter 19 Intra-project Cumulative 

Effects (Document 5.19). 

Where separate residual effects on a shared receptor are 

concluded to be negligible it is not considered possible for 

that effect to accumulate to result in a significant intra-

project effect.  This is because negligible effects are, by 

definition, barely perceptible, and it is considered 

extremely unlikely that they could accumulate to the 

extent that a significant cumulative effect would result. 

The Councils would wish to ensure that 

in approaching the project from the 

perspective of a ‘Rochdale’ envelope 

Chapter 6 EIA Methodology and Basis of Assessment 

(Document 5.6) and section 5 of each of the technical 

chapters (Documents 5.7 to 5.18) sets out how the 
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(consistent with PINs Advice Note 9) 

due consideration is also made of the 

worst case environmental case in each 

assessment process reconciling the 

range of project options with the topic 

under consideration. Using the worst 

case environmental case as the basis 

for assessment ensures that the 

mitigation measures are developed 

commensurate with the worst case 

environmental effects. It is important the 

Rochdale envelope and its implications 

on the EIA are clearly defined, and 

informed by on-going dialogue with the 

Councils. The Councils urge caution 

where potential effects are scoped out, 

before the limits of deviation are fully 

defined, or defined with a large degree 

of flexibility at this stage. 

flexibility afforded by the draft DCO (Document 2.1) has 

been taken into account.  

It is also noted that the discussion on 

the Rochdale envelope is very brief in 

the scoping report. The Councils will be 

The Rochdale Envelope in relation to the Proposed 

Development is set out in section 5.2 of Chapter 6 
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the bodies dealing with the discharge of 

details under requirements in the DCO 

and it is important that National Grid 

takes account of the experience of the 

operation of other DCOs in this respect. 

In particular, the Councils are keen to 

achieve a proportionate balance which 

allows a 'buildable' consent, with an 

appropriate mechanism for the approval 

of details. This needs to be compliant 

with EIA requirements and allow 

affected communities and other 

stakeholders to understand properly 

during consultation and at the point of 

submission/examination the range of 

outcomes which the DCO, if granted, is 

intended to allow. The Council are keen 

to work with the applicant on this 

complex and important set of issues 

which has implications across the ES 

and other application documents and 

therefore encourages continued 

Methodology and Basis of Assessment (Document 5.6).  
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engagement on this issue. 

National Grid is requested to engage 

with the Councils during the preparation 

of the ES and agree the details of the 

baseline environment that the EIA is to 

be based on. 

A number of stakeholder meetings have been held during 

the production of the EIA these are summarised in 

Chapter 5 EIA Consultation (Document 5.5).  A draft of 

the ES was also issued for stakeholder review in January 

and February 2018 and Appendix 5.3 (Document 5.5.2.3) 

details how comments received have been taken into 

account in the ES.  

4.3 The Environmental 

Statement  

The Councils notes that the list of 

assessment topic disciplines is in line 

with contemporary Nationally Significant 

Infrastructure Projects (NSIPs). 

Noted 

The inclusion of the Agriculture 

assessment chapter is welcome, given 

the context of the rural project setting. 

This chapter could however be 

expanded to consider ‘land use’ in its 

wider context, or alternatively an 

additional ‘land use’ chapter provided 

within the ES. The Councils would 

The agriculture chapter assesses the potential impacts of 

the Proposed Development on the following factors:  

• land quality (ALC);  

• agricultural land use;  

• agricultural land holdings;  
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encourage National Grid to reflect on 

this approach. 

• soil resource;  

• AES participation; and  

• agricultural land drainage. 

Other aspects of land use are covered in separate 

chapters for example amenity uses (open spaces and 

recreational areas) and commercial receptors are covered 

in Socio-economics chapter (Document 5.17), nature 

conservation sites are considered in Ecology and Nature 

Conservation Chapter 9 (Document 5.9).   

The impact of emissions on climate 

change has not been included in the 

Scoping Report. As set out in Section 

2.2 of this Report, the EU Directive on 

EIA, through which Climate will become 

an EIA report chapter, will be 

transposed into UK law in 2017 and so 

the emerging guidance on the contents 

of the climate chapter is relevant. EIAs 

will be expected to consider; 

This is set out in the Planning Statement (Document 

7.14).  
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The impact of this particular Project on 

global climate change: the carbon 

footprint of the construction and 

operational phases, including embedded 

carbon. The carbon footprint will 

benchmark the Project against other 

projects and thereby drive mitigation; 

and 

Adaptation of the Project required due to 

climate change. This will include flood 

risk assessment and ecological impacts 

as well as the consideration given to the 

change in climate during the design 

phase. 

National Grid state that both Welsh 

Language Impact Assessment and 

Health Impact Assessment will be 

undertaken and used to inform the 

Socio-Economic Assessment of the EIA. 

The Councils envisage that National 

Grid provide a Health Impact 

A Well-being Report (Document 5.27) and a Welsh 

Language Impact Assessment (Document 5.26) has 

been provided with the DCO Application.  
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Assessment irrespective of whether or 

not this is regarded as a statutory 

requirement. This is seen as essential to 

allay legitimate concerns from the 

general public, and to be very much in 

the spirit of the new Well-being of Future 

Generations (Wales) Act 2015. The 

Councils request that they are consulted 

on detailed methodology for the 

proposed assessments as soon as 

possible, in order to ensure adequate 

opportunity for engagement with a view 

to establishing common ground. 

The Scoping Report does not set out a 

detailed methodology for Welsh 

Language Impact Assessment nor 

Health Impact Assessment. Welsh 

Language and culture needs to be 

viewed by National Grid as a ‘golden 

thread’ running through all of their 

proposals, including the potential 

impacts and any mitigation. This 

The detailed methodology for both the Well-being Report 

(Document 5.27) and the Welsh Language Impact 

Assessment (Document 5.26) have been discussed with 

the council.  These documents are cross referenced as 

appropriate in the ES Chapter 17 Socio Economics 

(Document 5.17).  



Environmental Statement Appendix 5.1  
Schedule Of Responses To The Scoping Opinion 
Document Number 5.5.2.1 Page 225 

North Wales Connection Project  

Table 4: Isle of Anglesey County Council and Gwynedd Council  

Consultee and Section 

Reference  

Comment  How the comment has been addressed  

approach and the importance of the 

Welsh Language has recently been 

endorsed by the Secretary of State 

within the scoping opinion issued in 

relation to the Wylfa Newydd project in 

April 2016 (see paragraph 3.152 in 

particular). The Welsh Language Impact 

Assessment should be cross-referenced 

with the Environmental and Health 

Impact Assessments. 

The Scoping Report does not refer to 

Habitats Regulations Assessment 

(HRA) scoping and it is noted that 

National Grid propose to consult upon 

an HRA Screening Assessment 

Document with Natural Resources 

Wales (NRW). The Councils wish to be 

kept informed of HRA matters, and have 

in previous engagement highlighted the 

need for thorough consultation in 

regards to a HRA Evidence Plan. The 

Councils are concerned that surveys 

A Habitat Regulations Assessment Report (Document 

5.23) has been provided with the DCO application.  A 

draft of this document was provided (at the time a No 

Significant Environmental Effects Report) during the 

stakeholder review of the draft ES in February 2018.  



Environmental Statement Appendix 5.1  
Schedule Of Responses To The Scoping Opinion 
Document Number 5.5.2.1 Page 226 

North Wales Connection Project  

Table 4: Isle of Anglesey County Council and Gwynedd Council  

Consultee and Section 

Reference  

Comment  How the comment has been addressed  

have already commenced in the 

absence of an agreed Evidence Plan, 

and that the potential for further surveys 

will be constrained by the Project 

programme for DCO submission. 

4.4 Draft Construction 

Environmental Management 

Plan  

The Councils welcome the provision of a 

draft Construction Environmental 

Management Plan (CEMP) as Appendix 

4.1 to the Scoping Report. The CEMP 

identifies best practice environmental 

measures which National Grid commit to 

as an integral part of the project. It is 

expected that the CEMP will be updated 

and refined during the design of the 

project, to incorporate design evolution 

and EIA, including additional mitigation 

identified during the EIA. National Grid 

note that the CEMP reflects proven 

methods on National Grid projects. It is 

important that these are kept under 

review in line with lessons learned from 

The CEMP (Document 7.4) has been updated and is 

secured by Requirement 6 of the draft DCO (Document 

2.1).  
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other major infrastructure projects. 

 The CEMP will be updated, as noted in 

Section 1.3 in line with emerging best 

practice and environmental legislation. 

The Councils would expect such 

updates to be agreed with the Council 

throughout pre-application and post 

application stages prior to construction, 

the mechanism for which would be 

secured through DCO Planning 

Requirement. 

The CEMP (Document 7.4) has been updated and is 

secured by Requirement 6 of the draft DCO (Document 

2.1).  A draft of the CEMP was provided during the 

stakeholder review of the draft ES In January 2018 and 

comments received have been addressed where 

appropriate.  
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 It is not clear at present that the scope 

of the CEMP will be developed to 

include for the consideration of impacts 

identified with the EIA. The CEMP for 

Hinkley Point C Connection Project 

contained the following appendices to 

manage scheme effects; 

A Public Right of Way Management 

Plan; 

A Construction Traffic Management 

Plan; 

An Outline Waste Management Plan; 

A Biodiversity Mitigation Strategy; 

An Outline Written Scheme of 

Investigation (for Archaeology); 

A Noise and Vibration Management 

Plan. 

The following control and management Plans have been 

provided with the DCO Application.  

CEMP (Document 7.4)  

Outline Constriction Traffic Management Plan (Document 

7.5)  

Public Right of Way Management Plan (Document 7.6) 

Biodiversity Mitigation Strategy (Document 7.7)  

Archaeological Strategy (Document 7.8) 

Noise and Vibration Management Plan (Document 7.9) 

Outline Soil Management Plan (Document 7.10) 

Outline Waste Management Plan (Document 7.11) 

Outline Materials Management Plan (Document 7.12) 

The above plans are all secured through Requirement 6 

of the draft DCO (Document 2.1).  
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The Councils therefore expect these 

detailed control documents to be 

developed in consultation with the 

Councils prior to submission of the 

DCO, as supporting documents or 

appendices to the CEMP/ES. 

4.5 Construction Working 

Hours  

It is expected that construction working 

hours will be refined in view of the 

outcomes of the EIA, particularly in the 

vicinity of sensitive community receptors 

to disturbance from construction 

associated with traffic, noise and 

localised environmental impacts. This is 

The working hours are set out in Requirement 8 of the 

draft DCO (Document 2.1).  



Environmental Statement Appendix 5.1  
Schedule Of Responses To The Scoping Opinion 
Document Number 5.5.2.1 Page 230 

North Wales Connection Project  

Table 4: Isle of Anglesey County Council and Gwynedd Council  

Consultee and Section 

Reference  

Comment  How the comment has been addressed  

a key matter for the Councils and further 

engagement would be sought with 

National Grid on this. 

National Grid proposed core 

construction working hours between the 

hours of 0700 and 1900 on weekdays 

and 0700 to 1700 at weekends. It is not 

clear why this differs from the 

commitments made at Hinkley Point C 

Connection Project in respect to 

weekend working hours which were 

limited to 0800 to 1700 for no more than 

two consecutive working weekends in 

one local authority area. The Councils 

wish to understand in particular the 

likely effects of weekend working in 

relation to local socio-economic and 

tourism impact, and what control 

measures might be employed to 

minimise effects. The Councils would 

also expect limitations on noisy activities 

(such as piling) during working hours to 

The proposed working hours have been identified based 

upon the need to achieve the agreed connection date and 

construction sequencing including planned outages. The 

working hours are set out in Requirement 8 of the draft 

DCO (Document 2.1).  The ES has assessed the hours 

that are included in Requirement 8.   
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be further defined. 

The CEMP proposes that there may be 

circumstances in which activities take 

place outside core working hours. It is 

expected that these circumstances will 

be clearly defined and include 

exclusions for noisy activities, such as 

cable cutting. The CEMP also notes that 

deliveries may take place outside core 

working hours. It is expected that a plan 

for mitigation of traffic impacts will be 

detailed in a Transport Management 

Plan, to be developed in consultation 

with the Councils. Such a plan is likely 

to include scheduling of deliveries and 

specified hours under which deliveries 

will be permitted to take place. 

These are set out in Requirement 8 of the draft DCO 

(Document 2.1).   

4.6 Mitigation for Noise and 

Air Quality  

Table 2.1 outlines general mitigation 

commitments that will be secured during 

the construction stage. This includes 

detailed measures for noise and air 

Control and Management Measures for contraction noise 

and vibration and air quality are set out in the CEMP 

(Document 7.4) and for noise and vibration the Noise and 

Vibration Management Plan (Document 7.9) both a 
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quality mitigation. These are intended to 

represent generic best practice and 

should be supplemented with project-

specific measures in accordance with 

the findings of the EIA. 

secured by Requirement 6 of the draft DCO (Document 

2.1) 

4.7 Pollution Control  The commitments to pollution control, 

inspections and incident procedures 

including a Pollution Incident Control 

Plan are welcomed by the Councils. It is 

expected that these measures be 

developed in consultation with Natural 

Resources Wales and secured by way 

of DCO Requirement. 

Pollution control measures have been included in the 

CEMP (Document 7.4) which is secured by Requirement 

6 and a Pollution Incident Control Plan will be developed 

which is secure by Requirement 7 of the draft DCO 

(Document 2.1).  

Landscape and Visual Assessment  

5.1 Legislation and Policy 

Documents  

The Scoping Report contains a 

comprehensive list of legislation, 

policies and guidance in line with related 

discussions at meetings between the 

Councils and National Grid. At the 

scoping meeting on 21st January 2016 it 

Reference to the Anglesey Tree Hedgerows and 

Woodland Strategy is provided in Chapter 8 Visual 

Assessment (Document 5.8).  This strategy is also 

referred to in the Enhancement Strategy (Document 

7.13) where the objectives from the strategy that are 

relevant to the proposed enhancements are listed under 
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was recommended that the Scoping 

Report should refer to the following 

additional documents: 

AONB Management Plan; 

Supplementary Planning Guidance 

(SPG) Gwynedd Landscape Strategy; 

SPG Anglesey Landscape Strategy; 

SPG Cumulative Assessment; 

Anglesey Trees Hedgerows and 

Woodland Strategy. 

The Scoping Report refers to all but the 

last two in this list and their inclusion 

would be recommended. The Councils 

also request that National Grid clarify 

whether it has or will make reference to 

the Anglesey Trees Hedgerows and 

Woodland Strategy. As a point of 

correction the Anglesey Trees 

each section. 

The methodology for assessing Inter-project cumulative 

effects is provided in Chapter 20 (Document 5.20).  
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Hedgerows and Woodland Strategy in 

not an SPG. 

5.2.2 Table 5.1 (5.9.5) makes reference 

to where LANDMAP will be used to 

inform the assessment of landscape 

sensitivity as part of the LVIA in Section 

5.7, however, this does not appear to be 

explained under Section 5.7. LANDMAP 

is used primarily to inform landscape 

character. 

The numbering was incorrect and should read 5.7 

LANDMAP has been used to inform the judgements on 

landscape character/sensitivity as explained in paragraph 

5.5.37. 

Chapter 7, Landscape Assessment (Document 5.7) sets 

out how LANDMAP is used primarily to inform landscape 

character. 

5.2.2 Table 5.1 (5.9.12) - The setting of 

the AONB and Snowdonia National Park 

should be separated from the sensitivity 

assessment. 

Noted and agreed 

5.2.2 Table 5.1 (5.9.14) makes 

reference to the approach to assessing 

potential effects on LANDMAP aspect 

areas and SLAs explained in Section 

5.7 however, this does not appear to be 

The approach and methodology is set out in section 4 of 

Chapter 7 Landscape Assessment (Document 5.7).  
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explained under Section 5.7. 

5.2.2 Table 5.1 (5.9.23) The approach to 

mitigation does not appear to be 

explained under Section 5.8 

The numbering was incorrect and should have read 5.7. 

The mitigation measures are described in section 9 of 

Chapter 7 Landscape Assessment (Document 5.7) and 

section 9 of Chapter 8 Visual Assessment (Document 

5.8).  

5.2.2 Table 5.1 (2.8.2) The approach to 

mitigation does not appear to be 

explained under Section 5.8 which 

covers cumulative effects. 

The numbering was incorrect and should have read 5.7. 

The mitigation measures are described in section 9 of 

Chapter 7 Landscape Assessment (Document 5.7) and 

section 9 of Chapter 8 Visual Assessment (Document 

5.8). 

5.2 Consultation  As highlighted in Section 1.2 of this 

report, informal consultation has been 

underway between the Councils and 

National Grid since 2012. Several 

workshops and document submissions 

took place during the early stages 

around briefing notes and corridor 

options. These are not referenced within 

the Scoping Report. It is anticipated that 

Consultation and engagement relevant to the EIA is 

summarised in ES Chapter 5 EIA Consultation 

(Document 5.5) 
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the outcome of early stage consultation 

will be captured within the ES. 

5.3.1 Table 5.2 - NRW have requested 

that where such features are located in 

a designated landscape, the sensitivity 

of people using them should be treated 

as high rather than moderate. 

Refer to the responses to NRW in Table 6 in section 2.  

5.3.1 Table 5.2 - The approach to 

assessing visual sensitivity does not 

appear to be explained under Section 

5.7 

The numbering was incorrect and should have read 5.6.  

The approach to assessing visual sensitivity is provided in 

Chapter 8 Visual Assessment (Document 5.8).  

5.3.1 table 5.2 - A residential amenity 

assessment will need to cover all 

potential impacts, visual being one. It is 

not clear in the Scoping Report if this 

topic is covered under another chapter, 

and if not, then it should be fully 

explained in Chapter 5. Judgements will 

need to be made whether impacts on 

A Residential Visual Amenity Assessment (RVAA) has 

been undertaken and provided in Appendix 8.3 

(Document 5.8.2.3).  Chapter 19 Intra-project effects 

(Document 5.19) has used the findings of this RVAA in 

determining the intra-project effect on residential 

receptors.  
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residential amenity would result in harm. 

5.3 Study Area  The study area identified in the Scoping 

Report is adequate for the scoping 

study. As the project design develops 

and the route corridor becomes more 

defined, especially around the Menai 

crossing, the Study area will also need 

updating. It is imperative that this is 

responsive to design development and 

the results of data assembly through the 

EIA process. 

The study areas used in the Landscape and Visual 

Assessments are presented in section 6 of each Chapter 

(Documents 5.7 and 5.8) respectively.  

The principle set out in the scoping 

report, of Landscape and visual studies 

focusing on 5km from all receptors and 

up to 10km for selected sensitive 

receptors is adequate. The range of 

receptors within this latter 10km study 

area is yet to be agreed. 

The study areas used in the Landscape and Visual 

Assessments are presented in section 6 of each Chapter 

(Documents 5.7 and 5.8) respectively. 

5.4 Baseline Environment  The scoping report identifies landscape 

designations on plans at Figure 5.1. 

Figure 7.10 (Document 5.7.1.10) illustrates the National 

Landscape Character Areas, Regional Landscape 
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There are no plans showing the 

Landscape Character Areas (LCAs), nor 

any showing proposed viewpoint 

locations and PRoWs. 

Character Areas and LANDMAP Visual and Sensory 

Aspect Areas.   

Figure 7.11 (Document 5.7.1.11) illustrates the National 

Marine Character Areas, Local Seascape Character 

Areas and LANDMAP Visual and Sensory Aspect Areas 

Appendix 8.2 (Document 5.8.2.2) sets out the Viewpoint 

Assessment and Appendix 8.4 sets out the PROW 

Assessment (Document 5.8.2.4)   

The report text covering the landscape 

character and visual baseline is helpful, 

but brief and does not assess the value 

of any receptors. 

A detailed account, including judgements on value, 

susceptibility and significance for each identified 

LANDMAP VSAA is provided in Appendix 7.2 (Document 

5.7.2.2).   

In Section 1 (Wylfa to Rhosgoch) there 

is no reference of the AONB setting and 

the Mynydd Mechell Special Landscape 

Area (SLA) within the scoping corridor 

and the direct impact through the route 

alignment. 

These designations are assessed as appropriate in 

Chapter 7 Landscape Assessment (Document 5.7).   
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An important feature of Section 1(Wylfa 

to Rhosgoch) is the relatively sparse 

tree cover and it is important to note 

hedgerows and cloddiau being 

important landscape features. 

These are detailed in section 7 (baseline) of Chapter 7 

Landscape Assessment (Document 5.7) and effects on 

landscape elements are presented on Figure 7.17 

(Document 5.17.1.17).  

In paragraph 5.5.26 it states that long 

distance panoramic views are afforded 

from Parys Mountain, a popular 

landmark and historical landscape, 

however, it omits to mention the AONB 

setting. 

These comments have been taken into account in 

Chapter 7 Landscape Assessment (Document 5.7) and 

Chapter 8 Visual Assessment (Document 5.8) as 

appropriate.  

In Section 5.5.30 there should be 

reference to the Parciau SLA or the 

AONB setting. 

These comments have been taken into account in 

Chapter 7 Landscape Assessment (Document 5.7) and 

Chapter 8 Visual Assessment (Document 5.8) as 

appropriate. 

In Sections 5.5.43 and 5.5.50 there 

should be reference to Malltraeth Marsh 

and the surrounding SLA. 

These comments have been taken into account in 

Chapter 7 Landscape Assessment (Document 5.7) and 

Chapter 8 Visual Assessment (Document 5.8) as 

appropriate. 
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In paragraph 5.5.59 there should be 

reference to Southern Anglesey 

Estateland SLA, important woodlands, 

topography and the setting of 

Snowdonia National Park. 

These comments have been taken into account in 

Chapter 7 Landscape Assessment (Document 5.7) and 

Chapter 8 Visual Assessment (Document 5.8) as 

appropriate. 

5.5.1 Proposed Assessment 

Method – Landscape 

Assessment  

The methodology presented in the 

scoping report for assessing effects on 

landscape receptors appears adequate. 

This comment is noted 

5.5.2 Proposed Assessment 

Method – Landscape 

Assessment 

The methodology presented in the 

Scoping Report for assessing effects on 

visual receptors is broadly adequate, 

with the exception of the following 

points. 

This comment is noted 

In Section 5.6.10 – IEMA’s report, State 

of Environment Impact Assessment 

Practice in the UK (Ref 5.9) the final 

bullet point should be fully quoted i.e – 

“Feedback from scoping and 

consultation often including views from 

These comments have been taken into account in 

Chapter 7 Landscape Assessment (Document 5.7) and 

Chapter 8 Visual Assessment (Document 5.8) as 

appropriate. 
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the local community”. 

For the approach to assessing effects of 

two overhead lines in paragraph 5.6.20, 

the wirescapes effect should be 

included amongst the ‘factors which will 

be considered’. 

Wireframes have been provided in Appendix 8.2 

(Document 5.8.2.2)  

In Section 5.6.53 and Section 5.6104 

(reversibility – landscape effects and 

visual effect), 60 years + should be 

considered permanent in LVIA terms. 

These comments have been taken into account in 

Chapter 7 Landscape Assessment (Document 5.7) and 

Chapter 8 Visual Assessment (Document 5.8) as 

appropriate. 

In footnote 25 (referenced to paragraph 

5.6.59) it should be noted that it is the 

location which affords the view to the 

recipient, location cannot change but 

viewer opinion can be variable. PRoW 

and dedicated cycle routes affords the 

opportunity of view. 

These comments have been taken into account in 

Chapter 7 Landscape Assessment (Document 5.7) and 

Chapter 8 Visual Assessment (Document 5.8) as 

appropriate. 

In Section 5.6.60 with reference to the 

three categories of viewpoint in GLVIA3 

These comments have been taken into account in 

Chapter 7 Landscape Assessment (Document 5.7) and 
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it should be noted that extent should be 

considered and duration can be 

variable. 

Chapter 8 Visual Assessment (Document 5.8) as 

appropriate. 

In Section 5.6.66 (Zone of Theoretical 

Visibility (ZTV) Mapping) – it should be 

noted in the last paragraph that bare 

ground is the preferred option and the 

norm. 

Wireframes are representative of the maximum theoretical 

visibility of the Proposed Development on bare ground 

(i.e. assuming no vegetation, buildings or other vertical 

structures are present). 

Contrary to the statement in paragraph 

5.6.61, the visual amenity of private 

receptors including residents in 

dwellings is often included in LVIA and 

should be in this case. That is not to say 

that representative views from nearby or 

similar publicly accessible land cannot 

be used as a basis for assessment. 

An RVAA has been undertaken and provided in Appendix 

8.3 (Document 5.8.2.3) the results from this assessment 

have been brought through into Chapter 8 Visual 

Assessment (Document 5.8) as appropriate  

In Section 5.6.93 it states “In 

considering the size/scale of change, 

the presence of any filtering of a view by 

vegetation, landform or buildings is 

In visual assessment terms, the worst case scenario 

prevails for winter views where there is minimal screening 

by vegetation and deciduous trees. 
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taken into consideration as the filtering 

of even part of a development can 

reduce the scale of change on the view. 

Consideration is given to the extent of 

filtering by vegetation in ‘full leaf’ and 

during winter”. It should be noted that in 

LVIA terms the worst case scenario 

prevails for winter views. 

It is understood that the visual amenity 

of all residents within 500m will be 

assessed as part of the Residential 

Amenity Assessment (RAA). 

This is provided in Appendix 8.3 (Document 5.8.2.3) 

At paragraphs 6.17, 6.33 and 6.36, 

GLVIA3 is clear on the inclusion and 

typically highly susceptible nature of 

residents at home. As with any other 

receptor type, the scope of assessments 

on residential visual amenity should be 

agreed with the Councils. 

This has been shared and discussed with the IACC and 

Gwynedd Council as set out in Chapter 5, EIA 

Consultation (Document 5.5) and Appendix 5.3 

(Document 5.5.2.3) 

As typically highly sensitive receptors, it An RVAA has been undertaken and provided in Appendix 
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is considered important that the visual 

amenity of all residents likely to receive 

any significant visual effects are 

assessed. For those within 500m the 

magnitude of change will be assessed in 

the RAA. Depending on the structure of 

the ES and the need to avoid double 

counting of effects, it may be 

appropriate to include a summary or at 

least a cross reference to the RAA in the 

LVIA where sensitivity is combined with 

the magnitude and significance of visual 

effects assessed. 

8.3 (Document 5.8.2.3) the results from this assessment 

have been brought through into Chapter 8 Visual 

Assessment (Document 5.8) as appropriate 

For residential receptors beyond 500m, 

thus not included in the residential 

amenity assessment, it is considered 

that there may still be the potential for 

them to receive significant visual effects. 

It is for the assessor to scope these 

receptors in or out of the assessment. If 

residential receptors beyond 500m are 

to be assessed, they could be grouped 

The visual amenity of residential receptors beyond 500 m 

are assessed and presented in the LVIA.  This has been 

undertaken by aggregating properties within a community.  

Refer to Chapter 8 Visual Assessment (Document 5.8).  
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where appropriate and assessed using 

representative views. 

The assessment of sensitivity of 

residential visual receptors does not 

appear to be covered in the visual 

assessment methodology. For instance 

it has been excluded from the visual 

sensitivity criteria at Table 5.7. Nor does 

it appear to be included in the RAA. The 

Councils seek clarity from National Grid 

as to how and where the sensitivity and 

overall significance of effects on people 

in their homes will be provided. 

This is set out in section 4 of Chapter 8 Visual 

Assessment (Document 5.8).  

The Councils will offer comments on the 

scope of the visual assessment once 

they have been presented with the 

selection of and rationale for visual 

receptors to be assessed including 

those potentially affected recreational 

users of the AONB. 

A draft of the Visual Assessment and RVAA was provided 

during the stakeholder review of the draft ES and 

Appendix 5.3 (Document 5.5.2.3) sets out how 

comments have been addressed.  
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5.5.3 Residential Visual 

Amenity  

The methodology for assessment of 

potential effects on residential visual 

amenity is broadly adequate and in line 

with guidance in GLVIA3. 

Noted. This methodology is set out in section 4 of Chapter 

8 Visual Assessment (Document 5.8). 

Points of clarification are: 

 

It is not clear why the methodology text 

in Appendix 5.2 refers to magnitude of 

change, but Table 1 refers to the scale 

of change. As previously stated, scale is 

only one factor used in determining 

magnitude; 

It is not clear why the residential visual 

amenity assessment only considers 

magnitude of change and not sensitivity 

and overall significance like all other 

environmental topics. 

Judgements on overbearing should be 

considered if warranted with reference 

These comments have been taken into account in 

Chapter 8 Visual Assessment (Document 5.8) as 

appropriate in addition a draft was provided during the 

stakeholder review of the draft ES and Appendix 5.3 

(Document 5.5.2.3) sets out how comments have been 

addressed. 
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to paragraph 5.6.62 and Appendix 5.2.2 

“the assessment will not make 

judgements on… material harm to living 

condition”. Harm in this context in 

planning terms is considered as 

overbearing. 

5.6 Potential Effects  The Scoping Report helpfully and 

broadly sets out the temporal scope of 

the assessment from construction 

through to decommissioning. It also 

broadly defines the assessor’s approach 

in terms of considering duration and 

reversibility. 

This comment is noted.  

There is no commentary regarding the 

likely significant landscape or visual 

effects as a result of the project. 

The numbering incorrect was incorrect and should have 

read 5.7.   The residual landscape and visual effects of 

the Proposed Development are set out in section 9 of 

each Chapter (Documents 5.7 to 5.18) respectively.  

In Section 5.7.3 and with reference to 

the last bullet point relating to the effects 

on the landscape character and views 

The residual landscape and visual effects of the Proposed 

Development are set out in section 9 of each Chapter 
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during the operation of the 400kV 

underground cable crossing the Menai 

Strait. It is too early in the process for 

assumptions on the effects on 

landscape character and views being 

‘broadly neutral’ as this is dependent on 

the location of the sealing end 

compounds and any other associated 

infrastructure and an appropriate 

assessment being carried out. 

(Documents 5.7 to 5.18) respectively. 

Section 5.7.5 states that “reversibility is 

a judgement about whether a particular 

landscape and visual effect is reversible 

in the long term”, however, the key 

issues are the intent and duration of the 

development. 

Although the Proposed Development could be removed 

and the land reinstated, for the purposes of the 

assessment this is considered permanent. 

This section briefly mentions mitigation 

in so far as the approach to primary 

mitigation (GLVIA3 paragraph 4.21 to 

4.22). On and off site planting is 

mentioned at paragraphs 5.7.14 and 

The mitigation measures relied on in determining the 

residual effects in the landscape and visual chapters are 

set out in section 9 of each Chapter (Documents 5.7 to 

5.18) respectively.  The Schedule of Mitigation (Document 

5.28) sets out where each mitigation measure has been 
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5.7.15, but there is no description of the 

scope of the landscape measures which 

could be used to mitigate landscape and 

visual effects. Offsite mitigation planting 

unless secured by Section 106 cannot 

be guaranteed and should not be 

included as primary mitigation. 

secured.  

The enhancement strategy (Document 7.13) provides 

details of offsite planting these measures have not been 

taken into account in determining the residual effects.  

In Appendix 5.3, the landscape and 

visual scoping summary table is helpful 

in justifying briefly why some landscape 

receptors and views from them have 

been scoped out of the assessment. In 

the main these appear appropriate 

where for example intervening distance 

means there is no potential for 

landscape or visual effects to arise. 

This comment is noted.  

There is a concern regarding the 

scoping out of effects on Ancient 

Woodland as a result of the operation of 

the Project. At paragraph 5.7.6 

construction effects are identified as 

This differs from the scoping opinion. Section 3.32 states 

that the SoS agrees that the operational effects on 

ancient woodland for all sub-components of the Proposed 

Development on the basis that any trees would have 
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short-term effects. Whilst it is 

appreciated that any direct effects on 

Ancient Woodland, and for that matter 

any other vegetation, would be as a 

result of the construction process, it is 

considered necessary to assess the loss 

of vegetation beyond the short-term 

construction period. 

been removed if required in the construction phase.  

The medium and long term effects of vegetation removal 

have been considered in assessing the effects of the 

Proposed Development on individual landscape and 

visual receptors. 

As part of the Project designated and 

undesignated vegetation will need to be 

removed. This fits into two categories; 

Some of it needs to be removed only to 

make way for construction can be 

replaced at completion; and 

Some of it will need to be permanently 

removed to make way for the 

development. 

This has been taken into account in Chapter 7 Landscape 

Assessment (Document 5.7) and Chapter 8 Visual 

Assessment (Document 5.8) 
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The first type will lead to medium term 

effects before replacement mitigation 

planting has established over a period of 

say fifteen years. 

Loss of the latter type is likely to lead to 

permanent effects on the landscape and 

on views. 

It is important that these effects as a 

result of the medium and long-term loss 

of vegetation are properly assessed in 

the ES. 

This has been taken into account in Chapter 7 Landscape 

Assessment (Document 5.7) and Chapter 8 Visual 

Assessment (Document 5.8) 

The Councils will be able to offer 

comments on the scope of the visual 

assessment once this is available. 

Draft chapters were provided as part of the stakeholder 

review of the draft ES and Appendix 5.3 (Document 

5.5.2.3) sets out how these comments have been 

addressed in the ES.  

5.7 Cumulative Effects  The proposed approach to and scope of 

the Cumulative Effects Assessment 

(CEA) appears adequate. 

This is presented in section 10 of each chapter and also 

in Chapter 20 Inter-project Cumulative Effects (Document 

5.20).  
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As suggested at paragraph 5.8.10 and 

5.8.11, the magnitude of change and the 

criteria for significance for assessing 

cumulative effects differ subtly from 

those used in the primary effects 

assessments and will need to be agreed 

with the Councils. 

This is presented in section 4 of each chapter and draft 

chapters were provided as part of the stakeholder review 

of the draft ES and Appendix 5.3 (Document 5.5.2.3) sets 

out how these comments have been addressed in the ES. 

The Councils would welcome 

consultation on National Grid’s 

proposed assessment methodology for 

this when it is available. This will include 

a list of cumulative projects for 

consideration within the context to 

potential impact zones informed by 

Zone of Theoretical Visibility. 

Draft chapters were provided as part of the stakeholder 

review of the draft ES and Appendix 5.3 (Document 

5.5.2.3) sets out how these comments have been 

addressed in the ES. 

5.8 Combined Effects  The proposed approach to and scope of 

combined effects on shared landscape 

and visual receptors is broadly 

adequate. 

This comment is noted.  

Where there are potential short to Draft chapters were provided as part of the stakeholder 
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medium term effects on visual amenity 

of shared receptors, it is considered that 

there might also be the potential for 

effects on the elements, perceptual 

characteristics and overall character of 

the landscape as a result of the 

construction activities and vegetation 

loss. The Councils would anticipate 

National Grid addressing such effects 

within the Environmental Statement. 

review of the draft ES and Appendix 5.3 (Document 

5.5.2.3) sets out how these comments have been 

addressed in the ES. 

5.9 Summary  Further commentary regarding the 

scope and adequacy of baseline 

assessment is not possible without the 

maps and value assessments for all 

landscape and visual receptors. This 

material will need to be provided to the 

Councils. 

Draft chapters were provided as part of the stakeholder 

review of the draft ES and Appendix 5.3 (Document 

5.5.2.3) sets out how these comments have been 

addressed in the ES. 

There is still some concern regarding 

the assessment of visual effects on 

people in their homes. Whether the 

assessment be presented in the 

Draft chapters were provided as part of the stakeholder 

review of the draft ES and Appendix 5.3 (Document 

5.5.2.3) sets out how these comments have been 
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Residential Amenity Assessment or the 

LVIA, care must be taken to ensure the 

conclusions are easy for the reader to 

interpret and quantify. This raises two 

points: 

The Councils will require confirmation 

on how National Grid propose to set our 

how the sensitivity of resident’s visual 

amenity and significance of effects on 

them will be presented, and 

The Councils require National Grid to 

confirm how they will be addressing 

potential effects on people in their 

homes further than 500m from the 

Project. 

addressed in the ES. 

An RVAA has been undertaken and provided in Appendix 

8.3 (Document 5.8.2.3) the results from this assessment 

have been brought through into Chapter 8 Visual 

Assessment (Document 5.8) as appropriate 

The visual amenity of residential receptors beyond 500 m 

are assessed and presented in the LVIA.  This has been 

undertaken by aggregating properties within a community.  

Refer to Chapter 8 Visual Assessment (Document 5.8). 

It is disappointing that there is no 

information regarding the strategic 

approach and scope for landscape 

mitigation (see Planning Inspectorate’s 

Advice Note 7 Environmental Impact 

The mitigation measures relied on in determining the 

residual effects in the landscape and visual chapters are 

set out in section 9 of each Chapter (Documents 5.7 to 

5.18) respectively.  The Schedule of Mitigation (Document 

5.28) sets out where each mitigation measure has been 



Environmental Statement Appendix 5.1  
Schedule Of Responses To The Scoping Opinion 
Document Number 5.5.2.1 Page 255 

North Wales Connection Project  

Table 4: Isle of Anglesey County Council and Gwynedd Council  

Consultee and Section 

Reference  

Comment  How the comment has been addressed  

Assessment: Screening, Scoping and 

Preliminary Environmental Information, 

July 2013 Version 4.) 

secured.  

The enhancement strategy (Document 7.13) provides 

details of offsite planting these measures have not been 

taken into account in determining the residual effects. 

Clarification is required as to how the 

effects as a result of the medium term 

and permanent loss of vegetation will be 

presented 

This has been provided within Chapter 7 Landscape 

Assessment (Document 5.7) 

Further consultation is required on the 

methodology proposed for the 

assessment of cumulative effects. 

A draft of Chapter 20 (Document 5.20) was provided as 

part of the stakeholder review of the draft ES in February 

2018 and Appendix 5.3 (Document 5.5.2.3) sets out how 

comments have been addressed.  

A landscape and visual focused 

stakeholder scoping update meeting 

was held on 19th July 2016 at the IACC 

Planning Offices in Llangefni on the Isle 

of Anglesey.  During the meeting, further 

detail was given on the field work and 

methodologies.  Further actions which 

Chapter 5 EIA Consultation (Document 5.5) summarises 

the engagement that has taken place in development the 

Landscape and Visual assessments  



Environmental Statement Appendix 5.1  
Schedule Of Responses To The Scoping Opinion 
Document Number 5.5.2.1 Page 256 

North Wales Connection Project  

Table 4: Isle of Anglesey County Council and Gwynedd Council  

Consultee and Section 

Reference  

Comment  How the comment has been addressed  

were discussed and taken down to be 

progressed included:  

Request for an updated copy of the 

Scoping Report with the numbering 

anomalies corrected. 

This comment is noted 

Request for a copy of the Visual 

Baseline Study (also referred to as the 

Wider Visual Appraisal). 

Draft chapters including the baseline were provided as 

part of the stakeholder review of the draft ES and 

Appendix 5.3 (Document 5.5.2.3) sets out how these 

comments have been addressed in the ES. 

Request for a copy of the Viewpoint 

Document. 

A draft of this was provided as part of the stakeholder 

review of the draft ES in January 2018 and Appendix 5.3 

(Document 5.5.2.3) sets out how these comments have 

been addressed in the ES. 

Appendix 8.2 (Document 5.8.2.2) presents the Viewpoint 

Assessment.  

Request for a copy of the Pylon Options 

Report. 

The Design Report (Document 7.17) summarises the 

pylon options considered.    
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Request for information to be provided 

in the ES as to why pylons have been 

located in sensitive areas. 

The Design Report (Document 7.17) summarises the 

design of the Proposed Development.     

Request that the worst case scenario be 

assessed (i.e. 60m high pylons), with a 

commentary on whether effects would 

be reduced if the pylons were lower.  

Section 5 of the Landscape and Visual Chapters 

(Document 5.7 and 5.8 respectively) detail how the 

flexibility afforded by the DCO has been taken into 

account in the assessment.   

In terms of lateral deviations of pylon 

positions it was agreed that the actual 

pylon position will be assessed with a 

commentary added if the effect is likely 

to change should the pylon location 

move to the edge of the PPB. 

Section 5 of the Landscape and Visual Chapters 

(Document 5.7 and 5.8 respectively) detail how the 

flexibility afforded by the DCO has been taken into 

account in the assessment.   

It was agreed that a selection of 

summer viewpoints would be prepared 

and assessed- mainly in those character 

areas where there is a  high prevalence 

of trees.  

Appendix 8.2 (Document 5.8.2.2) presents the Viewpoint 

Assessment. 
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Request for ZTVs A draft of these were provided as part of the stakeholder 

review of the draft ES in January 2018 and Appendix 5.3 

(Document 5.5.2.3) sets out how these comments have 

been addressed in the ES. 

ZTVs are provided on Figures 8.2 to 8.6 (Documents 

5.8.1.2 to 5.8.1.6)  

Request for a definition of setting to be 

provided in the landscape chapter. 

This is set out in section 4 of Chapter 7 Landscape 

Assessment (Document 5.7).   

Request for a design strategy document 

to be produced similar to that prepared 

for Hinckley Point.  

The mitigation measures relied on in determining the 

residual effects in the landscape and visual chapters are 

set out in section 9 of each Chapter (Documents 5.7 to 

5.18) respectively.  The Schedule of Mitigation (Document 

5.28) sets out where each mitigation measure has been 

secured.  

The enhancement strategy (Document 7.13) provides 

details of offsite planting these measures have not been 

taken into account in determining the residual effects. 

Landscape Mitigation proposals are set out on Figures 
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7.12 to 7.16 (Documents 5.7.1.12 to 5.7.1.16). 

Request that an explanation of why the 

L and V assessment categories are not 

consistent with the other environmental 

disciplines.  

The methodologies used for the landscape and visual 

assessments are detailed in section 4 of each chapter 

respectively (Documents 5.7 and 5.8).   

Agreed that reference for the visual 

assessment, reference to geographic 

extent would only appear in the 

summary of receptor groups as 

otherwise it duplicates information in the 

size/ scale field.  

This comment is noted.  

Request for a lighting assessment. The assessment of lighting as a potential effect is 

presented din sections 8 and 9 of each chapter 

respectively (Documents 5.7 and 5.8).   

Ecology and Nature Conservation 

6.1 Legislation and Policy 

Context  

Biodiversity Action Plans are mentioned 

in paragraph 6.2.9, these have however 

been replaced by the UK Post-2010 

Biodiversity Action Plans (BAPs) were created as part of a 

national and  international programme of actions outlining 

the activity needed to protect a region's most important 
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Biodiversity Framework which focuses 

on the four individual countries of the 

United Kingdom and Northern Ireland. 

and at-risk wildlife.  The UK BAP priority species list and 

the subsequent NERC Act 2006 Section 42 priority 

species and habitats lists, have now been superseded by 

those produced under S7 of the  Environment (Wales) Act 

2016.  

Local Biodiversity Action Plans (LBAPs) identify local 

priorities for biodiversity conservation and work to deliver 

agreed actions and targets for specific habitats and 

species of local importance. Biodiversity Action Plans are 

still important at a local scale, and as such reference to 

Local BAPs is still included.  

The LBAPs relevant to the study area for the Proposed 

Development (as set out in section 6 study area) are the 

Anglesey LBAP published by Isle of Anglesey County 

Council (IACC) and the Natur Gwynedd LBAP for 

Gwynedd developed by a partnership of organisations 

and individuals.   

Priority species and habitats for Wales 

are now listed under Section 42 of the 

Natural Environment and Rural 

Communities Act 2006 (NERC Act). 

Local Biodiversity Action Plans (LBAPs) 

continue to provide a list of species and 

habitats of conservation significance for 

their relevant area. 

As a point of correction, 6.2.10 needs to 

include Anglesey's LBAP. 

Anglesey LBAP is referred to in Chapter 9 Ecology and 

Nature Conservation (Document 5.9).  
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The Section 42 list is used to guide 

decision makers such as public bodies, 

including local and regional authorities, 

in implementing their duty under section 

40 of the Act, to have regard to the 

conservation of biodiversity in Wales, 

when carrying out their normal 

functions. Section 42 species are only 

partly considered later in the Scoping 

Report. 

This comment is noted. Section 42 species are detailed 

as appropriate in Chapter 9 Ecology and Nature 

Conservation (Document 5.9).  

The NERC Act and Section 42 list are 

mentioned much later in the document 

in Section 6.6 Ecological Impact 

Assessment Methodology, paragraph 

6.6.107; which seems out of place here. 

These are described in section 2.5 of Chapter 9 Ecology 

and Nature Conservation (Document 5.9). 

This approach to the Section 42 list 

appears to reflect a misunderstanding 

concerning the primary of such lists over 

LBAPs and PINS is asked to provide 

National Grid with appropriate guidance 

The approach used has focused on habitats and species 

of principal importance listed under S42 of the NERC Act, 

as well as any additional ones covered by Local BAPs.   A 

draft of the ES chapter was provide as part of the 

stakeholder review of the draft ES in February 2018 and 

Appendix 5.3 (Document 5.5.2.3) sets out how these 
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on this matter. comments have been addressed in the ES. 

6.2 Consultation  An ecology focused stakeholder scoping 

update meeting was held on 11th May 

2016 at the IACC Planning Offices in 

Llangefni on the Isle of Anglesey. During 

the meeting, further detail was given on 

the upcoming surveys and 

methodologies, including an indication 

of what options were being considered 

for Section 5 of the Project (Menai Strait 

Crossing). Further actions which were 

discussed and taken down to be 

progressed included:  

The consideration of additional 

Schedule 42 (S42) species; 

The inclusion of Net Gains for the 

project e.g. County Wildlife Site 

bolstering; multi-discipline approach to 

achieve collective environmental 

A draft of the ES chapter including the baseline reports 

(Documents 5.9.2.3 to 5.9.2.17) were provided as part of 

the stakeholder review of the draft ES in February 2018 

and Appendix 5.3 (Document 5.5.2.3) sets out how these 

comments have been addressed in the ES. 

Section 9.5 of the Chapter 9 Ecology and Nature 

Conservation (Document 5.9) provides details of habitat 

losses and gains.  
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improvements; and 

Section 5 stakeholder consultation is 

crucial for co-operative agreement of 

outcomes for both sides of the Menai 

Strait. 

It was stated that additional details 

would be provided within the Scoping 

Report, although the extent to which 

these comments have been addressed 

is limited. 

The scoping study area is defined in 

Section 6.4, however it is not particularly 

specific in saying ‘For some habitats 

and species and additional buffer of 2km 

has been added to the scoping study 

area to ensure that adjacent sensitive 

sites or species that could potentially be 

affected by the Proposed Project are 

identified’, 

There are no details of which habitats or 

The study areas are described in section 6 of Chapter 9 

Ecology and Nature Conservation (Document 5.9) and 

within each of the baseline reports (Documents 5.9.2.3 

to 5.9.2.17). 
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species this buffer has been applied to 

allow us to provide comment. Bats are 

defined with a 10km buffer to assess 

effects, which is considered appropriate. 

6.4 Baseline Environment  Section 6.5 provides an overview of the 

habitats within the Scoping Study Area, 

however no figure is provided showing 

the habitats mapped to date from the 

Phase 1 Habitat Survey and as 

described in the text. Furthermore, as 

access was limited within the Scoping 

Study Area, it is not clear how the 

Phase 1 Habitat survey was conducted 

and to what extent. The Council 

recommend further pre application 

engagement to assist in establishing a 

common understanding of the baseline 

surveys undertaken. This data should 

be presented clearly within the ES. The 

habitats within each of the five sections 

are however described well. 

Appendix 9.3 (Document 5.9.2.3) provides the Phase 1 

Habitat Report. This includes figures which illustrate the 

phase 1 habitat types with the study area.  
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Paragraph 6.5.5 refers to the search of 

bat related SACs within 10km. Glynllifon 

SAC is located approximately 10km 

south west of the scoping study area 

and therefore should be considered for 

inclusion. Glynllifon SAC south of 

Caernarfon is both a maternity and 

hibernation site for a large population of 

lesser horseshoe bat Rhinolophus 

hipposideros, comprising about 6% of 

the UK population. 

This lies over 10 km from the Proposed Development.  

Table 6.3 (a-e) provides the 

designations located within the Potential 

Zone of Influence of the Proposed 

Project. However, the details provided 

appear inconsistent. Table 6.3a for 

Section 1 of the Proposed Project lists 

(but provides no details) of some of the 

County Wildlife Sites (CWS) but not all, 

and CWS are not listed at all in the other 

tables for the other Sections. 

Furthermore, ancient woodlands are 

The designations assessed are included in Chapter 9 

Ecology and Nature Conservation (Document 5.9) and 

Appendix 9.2 Designed Sites Information (Document 

5.9.2.2).  
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listed in the tables but not Local Nature 

Reserves (LNR). 

Table 6.3d lists Corsydd Mor / Anglesey 

Fens SAC as being outside of the 

Scoping Area, however from Figure 6.1 

it looks to be within the Study Area. 

This site is split into a number of components and these 

have been assessed where relevant within Chapter 9 

Ecology and Nature Conservation (Document 5.9).  

Paragraph 6.5.32 to 6.5.45 details the 

habitats within the Sealing End 

Compound (SEC) Search Areas, again 

there is no figure showing where these 

are, or reference to a figure where they 

are shown, as such difficult to comment. 

Appendix 9.3 (Document 5.9.2.3) provides the Phase 1 

Habitat Report. This includes figures which illustrate the 

phase 1 habitat types with the study area. 

It is not clear if Section 6.5 (para 6.5.46) 

is it referring to the existing baseline 

presented in the Scoping Report which 

is incomplete, or the baseline that will be 

presented in the ES. 

The baseline is presented in section 6 of Chapter 9 

Ecology and Nature Conservation (Document 5.9).  

6.5 Proposed Assessment Section 6.6 describes the survey 

methodologies to be applied for habitats 

Noted. 
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Method  and species for the EIA which have 

been informed by the high level desk 

study, Phase 1 Habitat surveys and 

intertidal/subtidal surveys 

The methodologies are described 

reasonably well, however there are no 

figures showing where certain detailed 

ecology surveys will be, or in most 

cases are currently being undertaken. 

This makes it difficult for the Councils to 

provide meaningful commentary 

whether the location and survey effort is 

appropriate to the Project and moreover 

the habitats within the Scoping Study 

Area. 

The methodology is set out in section 4 of ES Chapter 9 

Ecology and Nature Conservation (Document 5.9) and 

survey methodologies in each of the technical appendices 

(Documents 5.9.2.2 to 5.9.2.17).   

Paragraphs 6.6.18 and 6.6.19 regarding 

great crested newt HSI and eDNA 

surveys are unclear to which ponds will 

be surveyed in 2016 and/or 2017. It is 

unclear whether all ponds will either be 

subject to HSI or eDNA and those which 

Details of the GCN surveys are detailed in Appendix 9.6 

(Document 5.9.2.6).  
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score highly or have a 

positive/inconclusive result, respectively 

will be surveyed for presence/likely 

absence. The Councils seek clarity on 

this matter. 

Paragraph 6.6.40 states that suitable 

water bodies for water voles will be 

surveyed up to 50m either side of the 

mid-line of the Project. Depending on 

the width of the construction area and 

thus the potential disturbance area, 

National Grid should ensure that 50m 

either side of a mid-line sufficient to 

incorporate all of the areas potentially 

directly affected and indirectly affected 

through disturbance. 

Water vole surveys are being conducted consistent with 

the current guidance, including the 2016 water vole 

mitigation guidance.  Where appropriate the length of 

bank being surveyed included 250 m upstream and 

downstream.  The survey methodology for water vole is 

set out in Appendix 9.8 (Document 5.9.2.8).  

In Section 6.6.48 in terms of survey 

timing there needs to be clarification, as 

to when the surveys actually start, and 

whether adders affect the start time. 

These are set out in the baseline reports (Documents 

5.9.2.3 to 5.9.2.17).  
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Paragraph 6.6.58 describes the Bat 

Activity Transects. The methodology 

states that static bat detectors will be left 

for at least five nights at a time, on up to 

three occasions. There is no 

commitment to how frequently transect 

and static bat detector recording will 

take place and the Councils request that 

further survey programme details are 

provided. BCT (2016) guidance 

recommends survey effort based on 

habitat suitability for bats, ranging 

between one transect survey visit and 

one location per transect, data to be 

collected on five consecutive nights per 

season (spring – April/May, summer – 

June/July/August, autumn – 

September/October) in low suitability 

habitat and up to two survey visits per 

month (April to October) and three 

locations per transect, data to be 

collected on five consecutive nights per 

month (April to October) in high 

Bat activity survey effort has been informed by the Bat 

Conservation Trust survey guidelines published in early 

2016 based on habitat suitability considered alongside the 

proportional scale of the predicated impacts on foraging 

and commuting bats.  By way of example, static detectors 

were used to collect data on five consecutive nights 

located in at least nine locations. Seven activity transect 

surveys have been conducted on three occasions (spring 

– April/May, summer – June/July/August, autumn – 

September/October).  

The results of these surveys are presented in Appendix 

9.10 (Document 5.9.2.10) and Appendix 9.11 

(Document 5.9.2.11) and these have been taken into 

account as appropriate in Chapter 9 Ecology and Nature 

Conservation (Document 5.9).  
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suitability habitats. 

Further details are required to inform the 

survey effort required at various 

locations within the Scoping Study Area. 

A figure showing the transects and static 

bat detector locations should be 

provided for comment. 

Paragraph 6.6.69 scopes out other 

mammal surveys including S42 species 

brown hare, polecats and dormouse, 

with no specific explanation. Dormouse 

are not found in Anglesey, and it was 

also agreed, during the previous 

ecology focused stakeholder scoping 

meeting on 20th January 2016, that 

dormouse are very unlikely to be 

present in the vicinity of the project in 

Gwynedd, as such, the Councils 

consider that a case can be made for 

these to be scoped out. However, 

Anglesey supports a strong population 

Details of the approach discussed and agreed with the 

Councils and NRW relating to polecat and brown hare are 

included in section 4 methodology of Chapter 9 Ecology 

and Nature Conservation (Document 5.9) as well as in 

the Terrestrial Mammal Report (Document 5.9.2.12). 
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of polecats in North Wales and as such 

this species should be considered, even 

if at a habitat suitability level. This 

potential lack of consideration of 

additional S42 species counteracts the 

agreement at the previous ecology 

focused stakeholder scoping meetings 

that S42 species would be taken into 

account. The Councils would seek 

clarity on what is being taken forward to 

assessment for these species. 

Paragraph 6.6.70 to 6.6.82 describes 

the Vantage Point Surveys for birds, 

which appears to follow the guidance 

provided by Scottish Natural Heritage 

(SNH) for surveying wind farms (SNH, 

2014). Paragraph 6.6.78 and 6.6.79 

state there are currently 26 VPs based 

on a VP at approximately every 2km, 

however there is no reference to the 

selection being based on areas of 

potential higher collision risk, i.e. near 

The transect alignments have been modified to reflect the 

Order Limits and have been discussed with NRW and the 

Councils.  The survey locations and results are provided 

in Appendix 9.15 Ornithological Assessment Report 

(Document 5.9.2.15) 
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large water bodies and wetter habitats, 

heathland or known flight paths. 

Furthermore, it is stated that the 

availability of access to the VP is 

intermittent or inconsistent, so 

presumably the data set will be 

incomplete. 

A figure showing where the VPs are 

located and their respective viewshed 

should be provided for comment. 

These are provided in Appendix 9.15 Ornithological 

Assessment Report (Document 5.9.2.15) a draft of which 

was provided as part of the stakeholder review of the draft 

ES in February 2018 and Appendix 5.3 (Document 

5.5.2.3) sets out how these comments have been 

addressed in the ES. 

Paragraph 6.6.83 describes the 

breeding bird survey and refers to a 

‘survey area’ where by the survey 

transect will aim to approach as much of 

the survey area to within 50-100m. It is 

unclear what the survey area is. A figure 

showing the survey areas and transects 

These are provided in Appendix 9.15 Ornithological 

Assessment Report (Document 5.9.2.15) a draft of which 

was provided as part of the stakeholder review of the draft 

ES in February 2018 and Appendix 5.3 (Document 

5.5.2.3) sets out how these comments have been 

addressed in the ES. 
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should be provided for comment. 

Paragraph 6.6.83 also states that the 

survey will be carried out using the 

Common Bird Census (CBC) 

methodology. However, paragraph 

6.6.88 states that three to five survey 

visits will be undertaken. The CBC 

methodology states ten survey visits. 

The methodology is provided in section 4 of Chapter 9 

Ecology and Nature Conservation (Document 5.9) and 

are provided in Appendix 9.15 Ornithological Assessment 

Report (Document 5.9.2.15) a draft of which was 

provided as part of the stakeholder review of the draft ES 

in February 2018 and Appendix 5.3 (Document 5.5.2.3) 

sets out how these comments have been addressed in 

the ES. 

Paragraph 6.6.90 describes the 

terrestrial invertebrates survey, where it 

states that it is likely that potential areas 

for survey will be limited to up to five 

(the SECs, head house locations etc.) 

as the majority of the works are not 

anticipated to affect invertebrates 

adversely. As well as concentrating on 

areas where habitat loss will be 

extensive, areas of higher botanical 

interests and those which have the 

potential to support rarer and important 

The surveys are described in Appendix 9.14 Terrestrial 

Invertebrate Report (Document 5.9.2.14) and the results 

if which have been taken into account as appropriate in 

Chapter 9 Ecology and Nature Conservation (Document 

5.9). Drafts were provided as part of the stakeholder 

review of the draft ES in February 2018 and Appendix 5.3 

(Document 5.5.2.3) sets out how these comments have 

been addressed in the ES. 
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invertebrate populations should be 

considered where any habitat loss is 

proposed, especially if these areas are 

within designated sites. A figure 

showing the survey areas should be 

provided for comment. 

Paragraph 6.6.94 describes the 

methodology for the dragonfly transects. 

It is unclear whether standard 

methodology has been applied and what 

guidance has been followed. A figure 

showing the proposed survey transects 

should also be provided for comment. 

The surveys and transects are described and illustrated in 

Appendix 9.14 Terrestrial Invertebrate Report (Document 

5.9.2.14) and the results if which have been taken into 

account as appropriate in Chapter 9 Ecology and Nature 

Conservation (Document 5.9). Drafts were provided as 

part of the stakeholder review of the draft ES in February 

2018 and Appendix 5.3 (Document 5.5.2.3) sets out how 

these comments have been addressed in the ES. 

Paragraph 6.6.96 describes the 

methodology for the yellow water traps 

which reference to up to two visits will 

be considered at each location. 

However, there is no indication of how 

many locations or where they are likely 

to be. A figure showing the locations 

The surveys and transects are described and illustrated in 

Appendix 9.14 Terrestrial Invertebrate Report (Document 

5.9.2.14) and the results if which have been taken into 

account as appropriate in Chapter 9 Ecology and Nature 

Conservation (Document 5.9). Drafts were provided as 

part of the stakeholder review of the draft ES in February 

2018 and Appendix 5.3 (Document 5.5.2.3) sets out how 
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should be provided for comment. these comments have been addressed in the ES. 

Paragraph 6.6.97 describes the aquatic 

invertebrate surveys where it states that 

where a watercourse or water body is 

likely to be significantly impacted and 

existing baseline data are not available 

within 200m, if required, a one-off 

sample will be taken at the proposed 

crossing point and suitable sampling 

sites upstream and downstream using 

Environment Agency methodologies. 

This needs to be considered in the 

context of protected sites such as SACs 

and SSSIs and National Grid to provide 

justification for the proposed survey 

effort in this respect. 

The surveys and transects are described and illustrated in 

Appendix 9.13 Freshwater Report (Document 5.9.2.13) 

and the results if which have been taken into account as 

appropriate in Chapter 9 Ecology and Nature 

Conservation (Document 5.9). Drafts were provided as 

part of the stakeholder review of the draft ES in February 

2018 and Appendix 5.3 (Document 5.5.2.3) sets out how 

these comments have been addressed in the ES. 

Paragraph 6.6.100 and 6.6.101 state 

that as direct burial of cables on the sea 

bed has been discounted as a crossing 

method, it is considered that no further 

survey work on intertidal habitats or 

Appendices 9.16 and 9.17 (Documents 5.9.2.16 and 

5.9.2.17) provide the Intertidal and Subtidal Reports the 

results of which have been taken into consideration as 

appropriate in Chapter 9 Ecology and Nature 
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subtidal fauna will be required. 

However, there is no detail on the extent 

of the intertidal biotope survey and 

subtidal fauna and biotope survey 

conducted to date to determine whether 

these were sufficient and whether more 

data is required. Further details on the 

methods, survey effort and area, and 

survey results are required to determine 

whether these surveys were indeed 

sufficient and have provided a data set 

appropriate for the DCO application and 

the statement to inform a HRA (for the 

Menai Strait and Conwy Bay SAC). 

Furthermore, although direct burial of 

cables may have been discounted, other 

methods remain which could have 

significant effects on the intertidal and 

subtidal habitats of the SAC. 

Conservation (Document 5.9).  

Section 5 of the Project (Menai Strait 

Crossing) was also discussed at the 

most recent ecology stakeholder 

This comment is noted.  
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scoping meeting on 11th May 2016. 

This part of the project is seen as one of 

the principal receptors for the project, 

due to the European site designations 

and the fact it impacts on both IACC and 

GCC jurisdictions. Detailed consultation 

will be required to achieve a 

collaborative agreement for Section 5 

with all stakeholders. This includes the 

Inshore Fisheries Conservation 

Authority (IFCA) with whom successful 

contact had not been made at the date 

of the meeting. 

Further consideration of other trans-

boundary receptors will also need to be 

made and agreed during the 

assessment stages in respect of bird 

activity across Countries. The Councils 

seek to be consulted on a proposed 

methodology for trans-boundary 

assessment. 

This comment is noted. 



Environmental Statement Appendix 5.1  
Schedule Of Responses To The Scoping Opinion 
Document Number 5.5.2.1 Page 278 

North Wales Connection Project  

Table 4: Isle of Anglesey County Council and Gwynedd Council  

Consultee and Section 

Reference  

Comment  How the comment has been addressed  

Paragraph 6.6.102 to 6.6.124 describes 

the Ecological Impact Assessment 

Methodology, which broadly follows 

CIEEM (2016) guidance. Table 6.8 

provides criteria used to define the 

magnitude of an impact which has 

attempts to compare CIEEM 

assessment of significance to the 

significance terminology used in other 

ES chapter, which presumably will be 

following EIA guidance. It is important to 

note that in accordance with the CIEEM 

guidelines, the actual determination of 

whether an impact is ecologically 

significant is made irrespective of the 

value of the receptor in question. In this 

respect, the CIEEM methodology differs 

from some other approaches to EIA and 

as such is difficult to compare and liken 

as has been done in Table 6.8. This has 

resulted in a significant effect at a local 

scale under CIEEM being 

translated/converted into a non 

The methodology used to assess the potential effects of 

the Proposed Development is set out in section 4 of 

Chapter 9 Ecology and Nature Conservation (Document 

5.9) 
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significant effect. Arguably the 

ecological assessment should try and 

stick to one of the assessment 

methodologies or provide justification of 

this conversion. 

In Sections 6.6.107-108 on the Natural 

Environment and Rural Communities 

(NERC) Act, 2006 there needs to be 

specific lists of NERC S42 species and 

habitats of conservation concern 

present in the survey areas, so that 

these can be taken into consideration in 

terms of NERC. It should also be noted 

that the new Wales Environment Act 

2016 replaces NERC in Wales but for 

the time being uses the same species 

and habitats as S42. 

The NERC Act 2006 is now replaced in Wales by the 

Environment (Wales) Act 2016, with species and habitats 

listed under S7.  Relevant habitats and species of 

principal importance listed under S7 of the Act are 

identified in section 7 baseline conditions and any effects 

are reported in sections 8 potential effects, and 9 

mitigation and residual effects of Chapter 9 Ecology and 

Nature Conservation (Document 5.9).  

6.6 Potential Effects  Paragraph 6.7.1 lists the potential 

effects at construction, operation and 

decommissioning of the proposed 

development. These effects are then 

Noted.  

Refer to Chapter 3 Description of the Proposed 

Development (Document 5.3) for a description of the 
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assigned to the construction operation 

and decommissioning of each sub 

component of the works, including; 

overhead line, substation works, cable 

sealing end compounds, cable direct 

burial, horizontal directional drill, cable 

tunnel, pipe jack and bridge deck. The 

potential effects seems reasonably 

assigned within this table and all effects 

are scoped in the EIA, unless stated as 

not applicable. 

Proposed Development.   

There is no information, however, 

regarding the approach and scope for 

ecological mitigation or enhancement 

within the chapter. 

Mitigation is set out in section 9 mitigation and residual 

effects of Chapter 9 Ecology and Nature Conservation 

(Document 5.9).  The Schedule of Mitigation (Document 

5.28) identifies where each of the mitigation measures are 

secured.  

6.7 Cumulative Effects  The approach to intra- and inter-project 

effects described in section 6.8 is 

appropriate and further described in 

Chapter 4, however further detail will be 

expected to be provided as part of the 

Intra-project effects are presented in Chapter 19 

(Document 5.19) and Inter-project cumulative effects are 

presented in Chapter 20 (Document 5.20).  
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consultation process as the assessment 

process progresses. 

6.8 Combined Effects  The proposed approach to and scope of 

combined effects on shared ecology and 

nature conservation receptors is broadly 

adequate. 

Intra-project effects are presented in Chapter 19 

(Document 5.19) and Inter-project cumulative effects are 

presented in Chapter 20 (Document 5.20). Combined 

effects with the wider works are set out in Chapter 21 

(Document 5.21).  

Table 17.1 in Chapter 17 describes the 

potential combined effects with regard to 

re-conducting, Bryncir Substation, 

132Kv OHL, Glaslyn Estuary, Wern Y 

Garth SEC and Trawsfynydd 

Substation. The potential for combined 

effects for these seems appropriate, but 

should be updated and reconsidered 

when further ecological data is sought 

from detailed surveys and considered 

within the EIA. 

Combined effects with the wider works are set out in 

Chapter 21 (Document 5.21). 

With reference to Section 6.9.1 a 

Habitats Regulation Assessment (HRA) 

A Habitat Regulations Assessment Report (Document 

5.23) has been prepared and submitted with the DCO 
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will need to consider combined effects 

with works at the Wylfa Newydd site for 

Horizon, whether the works are carried 

out at the same time or not. 

Application.  This includes an assessment of in-

combination effects where shared receptors have been 

identified.  

6.9 Summary  Meaningful commentary on the scope 

and adequacy of baseline assessment 

is not possible without the maps and 

further details on survey methodologies 

for all ecological receptors. 

Baseline assessment and survey methodologies including 

figures are presented in the ecological baseline reports 

(Documents 5.9.2.3 to 5.9.2.17).  Drafts were provided 

as part of the stakeholder review of the draft ES in 

February 2018 and Appendix 5.3 (Document 5.5.2.3) 

sets out how these comments have been addressed in 

the ES. 

The study and survey areas, as well as 

survey effort and timing is not defined 

for many survey methodologies. Further 

information and justification of survey 

methodologies are required with maps 

and figures showing defined survey 

locations. 

Baseline assessment and survey methodologies including 

figures are presented in the ecological baseline reports 

(Documents 5.9.2.3 to 5.9.2.17).  Drafts were provided 

as part of the stakeholder review of the draft ES in 

February 2018 and Appendix 5.3 (Document 5.5.2.3) 

sets out how these comments have been addressed in 

the ES. 

Concerns with the assessment 

methodology also remain, although the 

The methodology used to assess the potential effects of 

the Proposed Development is set out in section 4 of 



Environmental Statement Appendix 5.1  
Schedule Of Responses To The Scoping Opinion 
Document Number 5.5.2.1 Page 283 

North Wales Connection Project  

Table 4: Isle of Anglesey County Council and Gwynedd Council  

Consultee and Section 

Reference  

Comment  How the comment has been addressed  

majority of the assessment broadly 

follows CIEEM (2016) guidance; where 

the CIEEM significance of effects has 

been translated into a general EIA 

significance of effects, which has 

resulted in local significant effects 

becoming non-significant. 

Chapter 9 Ecology and Nature Conservation (Document 

5.9).  A draft was provided as part of the stakeholder 

review of the draft ES in February 2018 and Appendix 5.3 

(Document 5.5.2.3) sets out how these comments have 

been addressed in the ES. 

There is no information regarding the 

approach and scope for ecological 

mitigation or enhancement within the 

scoping chapter. 

Mitigation is set out in section 9 mitigation and residual 

effects of Chapter 9 Ecology and Nature Conservation 

(Document 5.9).  The Schedule of Mitigation (Document 

5.28) identifies where each of the mitigation measures are 

secured. 

Further consultation is required on the 

methodology proposed for the 

assessment of cumulative effects. 

Drafts of Chapter 19 Intra-project effects (Document 

5.19) and Chapter 20 Inter-project cumulative effects 

(Document 5.20) were provided as part of the 

stakeholder review of the draft ES in February 2018 and 

Appendix 5.3 (Document 5.5.2.3) sets out how these 

comments have been addressed in the ES. 

The Councils would welcome further 

dialogue to establish common ground 

Chapter 5 EIA Consultation (Document 5.5) provides a 
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on these key matters. summary of the engagement in developing the EIA.  

Historic Environment  

 Cross referenced with Chapter 2 of the 

Scoping Report (Paragraph 2.4.8 - 

Proposed Project Description) it states 

that “There were no potential effects on 

the historic environment that were 

considered to be differentiators between 

the route corridors”. This statement 

needs to be qualified as it implies that 

there were limited Historic Environment 

issues, whilst in reality, it is more that 

there are significant historic environment 

effects common to all routes, including 

significant setting impacts and below 

ground archaeological impacts. It is also 

worth noting that the amount of 

assessment undertaken to inform the 

route options was minimal and was 

mainly based on existing records and 

the knowledge of stakeholders. This 

The approach to routeing and siting including 

consideration of alternatives is set out in Chapter 2 

Proposed Development History and Alternatives 

(Document 5.2) and further detail is provided in the 

Design Report (Document 7.17).  
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leaves areas where little existing survey 

data exists and areas of archaeological 

potential at risk at the point of decision 

making. 

Cross referenced with Chapter 4 (4.13) 

of the Scoping Report, the iterative 

approach to assessment is welcomed 

as this follows the iterative approach to 

archaeological enquiry, however, it 

should be noted that archaeological 

evaluation (including both geophysical 

survey and intrusive trial trenching) is 

part of the assessment process and 

needs to be embedded into the process 

at the earliest possible stage in order to 

ensure that it informs decision making 

as well as mitigation. 

Both geophysical survey and trail trenching has been 

undertaken, the results of which are presented in 

Appendix 10.2 (Document 5.10.2.2) and Appendix 10.7 

(Document 5.10.2.7).  

7.1 Legislation and Policy 

Context  

Section 7.2 describes the legislation and 

policy applicable to the Historic 

Environment. The Councils consider 

that the scope of this section is 

Both geophysical survey and trail trenching has been 

undertaken, the results of which are presented in 

Appendix 10.2 (Document 5.10.2.2) and Appendix 10.7 

(Document 5.10.2.7). The results of these have been 
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appropriate and that legislation and 

policy at a national, regional and local 

level has been identified, however, 

within NPS (EN1) 5.8.9 & 5.8.1-14 the 

scope of evaluation needs to be agreed 

as soon as possible to help update the 

baseline data and inform decision 

making. There have been very limited 

archaeological surveys along the route 

corridor to date and the potential for as 

yet unidentified significant 

archaeological remains is high. In 

addition, many of the known, 

undesignated sites along the route have 

had relatively little investigation and as 

such their significance is poorly 

understood at present. These areas 

require further evaluation in order to 

better understand their significance and 

any potential loss or harm to both the 

physical assets or their settings. 

taken into account in Chapter 10 Historic Environment 

(Document 5.10).  

In paragraph 7.2.10 Policies 40 and 41 Relevant Local Planning Policy is presented in Appendix 
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are noted as Conservation of Buildings 

whereas in reality Policy 40 refers to 

Conservation Areas which are not 

specific to buildings. There is an 

omission of the Ynys Môn Stopped UDP 

and relevant Policies EN10, EN11, 

EN12 and EN12 

10.6 (Document 5.10.2.6).  

7.2 Consultation  As set out in Section 1.2 of the Report, 

National Grid have engaged 

stakeholders at pre-scoping consultation 

meetings in early 2016.  The 

commentary adequately reflects the key 

responses provided by IACC and 

Gwynedd Council at the initial meeting 

on 20/01/2016. Issues raised at the 

subsequent Historic Environment 

Scoping Meeting held on 13/05/2016 

have not been described or addressed. 

Ongoing consultation has taken place which is 

summarised in Chapter 5 EIA Consultation (Document 

5.5).  A draft of Chapter 10 Historic Environment 

(Document 5.10) was provided as part of the stakeholder 

review of the draft ES in February 2018 and Appendix 5.3 

(Document 5.5.2.3) sets out how these comments have 

been addressed in the ES. 

The ES could also helpfully explain how 

comments provided by the Councils in 

the Stage 1 and Stage 2 informal 

The Consultation Report (Document 6.1) details how 

comments received during stage 1 and stage 2 



Environmental Statement Appendix 5.1  
Schedule Of Responses To The Scoping Opinion 
Document Number 5.5.2.1 Page 288 

North Wales Connection Project  

Table 4: Isle of Anglesey County Council and Gwynedd Council  

Consultee and Section 

Reference  

Comment  How the comment has been addressed  

consultation exercises have been 

considered and addressed. 

consultation have been taken into consideration.  

7.3 Study Area  Section 7.4 describes the study area for 

the assessment, which comprises the 

Scoping Corridor for the Desk Based 

Assessment, and a study area of 2km 

from the Project for assets that may 

experience effects as a result of 

changes to their settings. It is stated that 

assets located at a distance further than 

this will be included due to their nature 

and relationship to other assets or as a 

result of consultation feedback. This 

approach is considered acceptable. 

The study area is set out in section 6 of the Chapter 10 

Historic Environment (Document 5.10).  

7.4 Baseline Environment  Section 7.5 describes the initial baseline 

conditions for the scoping corridor, 

describing at a basic level the number of 

designated and non-designated assets 

present within each section, as well as 

historic landscapes. Some assets are 

mentioned by name, with a basic 

Section 7 of Chapter 10 Historic Environment (Document 

5.10) describes historic environment baseline 

environment.  
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description of their location, and the 

character of historic landscape areas is 

described at a basic level. A list of 

designated assets is provided in 

Appendix 7.1. The Councils consider 

that while high level, the information 

provided is sufficient for the Scoping 

Stage, however, Figure 7.1-7.3 omits to 

include two Grade II listed buildings 

from the above list, namely Melin 

Llanddyfnan and Plas Llanddyfnan. It 

would be useful for the Designated 

Assets list to include Listed Buildings 

curtilage objects or structures as well as 

identification numbers for both Listed 

Buildings and Parks and Gardens for 

Anglesey and Gwynedd. 

In paragraph 7.5.2. it states – “All 

designated heritage assets within the 

Scoping Corridor were identified using 

data obtained from the NMRW’’. The 

statement requires clarity and reference 

The Desk Study has involved baseline data collection 

(Appendix 10.1, Document 5.10.2.1), with a review of the 

following data sources:  

 Historic Environment Record (HER) data;  
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to the Cultural Heritage Scoping 

Meeting attended on the 20.01.16 where 

it was emphasised that in respect to LBs 

statutory protected curtilage objects or 

structures are not predetermined or 

identified. It is suggested to National 

Grid that Listed Estates Country Houses 

may have curtilage lodges that are not 

identified on the NMRW or GIS but that 

they need to ensure that these are not 

overlooked. National Grid agreed at the 

above January meeting to identify 

curtilage objects or structures within the 

Scoping Corridor. However, 7.6.6 

Survey states “The Site Walkover will 

also be used to note the presence and 

condition of any previously unrecorded 

features of historic environment 

interest.” 

 Databases of designated assets;  

 Available excavation reports and other reports on 

archaeological investigations within the study area;   

 All extant aerial photographic (AP) evidence held at 

the Royal Commission on Ancient and Historical 

Monuments in Wales (RCAHMW), Aberystwyth;  

 Archive records held at Anglesey Archives, Llangefni, 

and as appropriate, RCAHMW and University College 

Bangor; and  

 LiDAR data downloaded from the Lle.wales.gov.uk 

website and processed to hill shade images.  

Additional LiDAR data held by National Grid was also 

used. 

In Section 1, Wylfa to Rhosgoch under 

7.5.8 (Historic Landscape) it states 

“…but the historic landscape is 

Whilst the comments referred to in the scoping report 

refer to the visible landscape as set out in the LANDMAP 

description, the presence of earlier remains is 
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dominated by the post-medieval 

period…” This depends on the 

knowledge and understanding of the 

individual appraising the landscape. The 

area is rich in relict prehistoric 

archaeological monuments many of 

which are highly visible and retain 

excellent intervisibility as well as other 

relationships with below ground 

remains, crop mark sites and as yet 

undiscovered archaeological deposits. 

Reference should be made to the The 

Ancient Landscape of Môn 

Archaeological Survey undertaken by 

GAT report no (946). 

acknowledged have been considered in the assessment 

presented in Chapter 10 Historic Environment (Document 

5.10) 

In Section 1, Wylfa to Rhosgoch under 

(Other Recorded Assets) it should be 

noted there has been limited 

archaeological survey along the route 

corridor, particularly geophysical survey 

and intrusive techniques. As such, there 

is also good potential for new 

Both geophysical survey and trail trenching has been 

undertaken, the results of which are presented in 

Appendix 10.2 (Document 5.10.2.2) and Appendix 10.7 

(Document 5.10.2.7). The results of these have been 

taken into account in Chapter 10 Historic Environment 

(Document 5.10). 
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discoveries - particularly in Section 1. 

Sites may currently be unknown but 

through the process of evaluation might 

be determined to be nationally important 

and therefore give rise to as yet 

unrecognised significant effects. This is 

also relevant to Section 2 Rhosgoch to 

Llandyfrydog where there is good 

archaeological potential and a 

requirement for further work. 

For the scheduled standing stones 

referenced in paragraph 7.5.19 it should 

be noted that some of these scheduled 

assets are significantly affected by the 

existing line and innovative mitigation 

measures need to be devised to help 

reduce the cumulative impact of further 

infrastructure. 

The presence of the existing OHL has been taken into 

consideration in determining the residual effects of the 

Proposed Development.  This is detailed in section of 

Chapter 10 Historic Environment (Document 5.10).  

In Section 4 B5110, north of Talwrn and 

west of Star under paragraph 7.5.23 

(Other Recorded Assets) it should be 

Both geophysical survey and trail trenching has been 

undertaken, the results of which are presented in 

Appendix 10.2 (Document 5.10.2.2) and Appendix 10.7 
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noted that this is an example of a known 

site which could well be nationally 

important and requires further 

evaluation to better understand its 

significance. Other sites in this area 

show that there is good potential for 

further discoveries in the surrounding 

landscape and consequently a 

requirement for more investigation by 

evaluation. 

(Document 5.10.2.7). The results of these have been 

taken into account in Chapter 10 Historic Environment 

(Document 5.10). 

In Section 5, west of Star to Pentir under 

section 7.5.28 (Designated Assets) it is 

recognised that this area (both sides of 

the Menai Strait) is one of the most 

sensitive in terms of settings of 

designated monuments. Monument 

management, access, interpretation, 

conservation etc should be considered 

to help reduce the impacts wherever 

undergrounding is not possible / not 

appropriate. 

The assessment has identified the effect of the Proposed 

Development and identified any required mitigation 

measures.  These are detailed in section 9 of Chapter 10 

Historic Environment (Document 5.10)  
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7.5 Proposed Assessment 

Method  

The Councils consider that the approach 

described is appropriate, subject to 

regular consultation to enable any new 

findings to be discussed and the 

methodology amended if required. The 

following points are raised: 

Noted ongoing consultation has taken place and is 

summarised in Chapter 5 EIA Consultation (Document 

5.5).  

In terms of the need for any further 

survey work as stated in section 7.6.7, 

archaeological evaluation by way of 

both magnetometer survey across the 

Limits of Deviation and targeted, 

intrusive trial trenching along the route 

will be required to inform the PEIR. This 

was highlighted at a meeting with 

National Grid on the 20th January 2016 

and again at a meeting on the 13th May, 

2016. It is also recommended that 

IACC’s Senior Planning and 

Conservation Officer is included with 

GAPS in agreeing the scope and 

approach to field surveys. 

Both geophysical survey and trail trenching has been 

undertaken, the results of which are presented in 

Appendix 10.2 (Document 5.10.2.2) and Appendix 10.7 

(Document 5.10.2.7). The results of these have been 

taken into account in Chapter 10 Historic Environment 

(Document 5.10). 
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In Section 7.6.9 (Settings Assessment), 

in order to apply appropriate weight to 

assets, intrusive evaluation will be 

required to determine the significance of 

an asset and the relevance of any 

setting assessment. 

Sections 3.57 to 3.5.11 of Chapter 10 Historic 

Environment (Document 5.10) sets out the scope of the 

settings assessment. 

In Section 7.6.12, bare earth Zone of 

Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) must be used 

to inform setting assessment. 

Bare earth Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) has been 

used to inform setting assessment. 

It should be noted in 7.6.15 the final 

selection of assets to be included within 

the settings assessment will be agreed 

with Cadw, IACC, Gwynedd Council and 

their archaeological advisors, GAPS. 

The assets included in the settings assessment are 

described in section 7.5 of Chapter 10 Historic 

Environment (Document 5.10)  

In paragraph 7.6.16 in terms of the 

setting of the asset and the way it is 

appreciated, in this context 

consideration must be given to any 

proposed / potential measures to 

mitigate / reduce setting impacts i.e. the 

Mitigation measures relied on are detailed in section 9 of 

Chapter 10 Historic Environment (Document 5.10) and 

the Schedule of Mitigation (Document 5.28) sets out 

where each of the mitigation measures are secured.  
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way an asset might be appreciated in 

the future post mitigation such as 

access, interpretation, etc 

In paragraph 7.6.23 (magnitude of 

change) a positive change is unlikely 

although monument management, 

conservation, access, interpretation 

might be considered in this context. 

This comment has been noted.  

Cross referenced with Chapter 4 of the 

Scoping Report (4.4 The ‘Rochdale 

Envelope’ Approach), this highlights the 

importance of undertaking 

archaeological evaluation by way of 

geophysical survey and intrusive trial 

trenching across the Limits of Deviation. 

Unless we have characterised the 

resource across the area which might 

be affected there will be limited scope 

for the project to evolve and the risk of 

significant archaeological discoveries 

becoming a constraint to the proposed 

Both geophysical survey and trail trenching has been 

undertaken, the results of which are presented in 

Appendix 10.2 (Document 5.10.2.2) and Appendix 10.7 

(Document 5.10.2.7). The results of these have been 

taken into account in Chapter 10 Historic Environment 

(Document 5.10). 
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development is increased. 

Figures 7.1 -7.3 with reference to 

Scheduled Ancient Monuments (SAMs). 

Scheduled monument data is 

represented by polygons only rather 

than also having point data. This means 

that monuments with small areas such 

as standing stones (which there are 

many) are difficult to readily identify 

compared to all other assets. 

The figures have been updated to include both the 

location and boundary of Scheduled Monuments.  

Locations have been used fort those which would 

otherwise be difficult to see.  These are illustrated on 

Figure 10.1 (Document 5.10.1.1).  

7.6 Potential Effects  Appendix 7.2 provides a section and 

sub-component level description of 

potential effects, and highlights where 

particular potential effects have been 

scoped out, together with a rationale. 

The Councils consider that the aspects 

scoped-in and out are appropriate 

based on the current understanding of 

the scheme, but would require further 

consideration in the event that these 

aspects of the scheme were to change 

This comment is noted.  
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during design development. 

Cross referenced with Chapter 2 of the 

Scoping Report (Section 2.8.4 - 400kv 

Underground Cables) it should be noted 

that any direct burial of this type will 

have a major impact on potential below 

ground archaeological remains or 

deposits but will also have an adverse 

effect on landscape, particularly where 

underground works are within 

Registered Historic Parks and Gardens. 

In these areas, concerns have already 

been raised about untested techniques 

for reinstatement and National Grid 

have made it clear that they currently 

have little / no experience of 

reinstatement techniques within 

designed landscapes. Any technique 

must be tested and proven to work prior 

to being used within the registered 

areas. It may therefore not be 

appropriate to store any material along 

The Proposed Development is described in Chapter 3 

Description of the Proposed Development and the 

connection would be placed in a tunnel under the Menai 

Strait as such potential effects of direct buried cables 

have not been assessed.  



Environmental Statement Appendix 5.1  
Schedule Of Responses To The Scoping Opinion 
Document Number 5.5.2.1 Page 299 

North Wales Connection Project  

Table 4: Isle of Anglesey County Council and Gwynedd Council  

Consultee and Section 

Reference  

Comment  How the comment has been addressed  

the working corridor prior to 

reinstatement since other techniques 

might be found to be more appropriate / 

sympathetic. 

7.7 Cumulative Effects  The approach to intra and inter project 

effects described in Section 7.8 is 

considered appropriate, however further 

detail will be expected to be provided as 

part of the consultation process as the 

assessment process progresses. 

Intra-project effects are presented in Chapter 19 

(Document 5.19) and Inter-project cumulative effects are 

presented in Chapter 20 (Document 5.20). Combined 

effects with the wider works are set out in Chapter 21 

(Document 5.21). 

Cross referenced with Chapter 4 of the 

Scoping Report (4.3.22 Cumulative 

Effects Assessment) further 

assessments are required on the effects 

of the existing overhead infrastructure 

considered cumulatively alongside the 

proposed overhead line. There are 

many existing significant effects (which 

would be unacceptable within the 

modern planning policy context), 

particularly on the settings of 

It is noted that the current setting of a number of the 

assets includes the existing overhead line.   

The presence of the existing line has been recognised 

and the assessment has identified the effect of the 

Proposed Development, and put forward any necessary 

mitigation.   
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monuments along the route of the 

existing infrastructure which will only be 

worsened by further infrastructure. 

7.8 Combined Effects  The proposed approach to and scope of 

combined effects appears appropriate in 

respect of the Historic Environment. 

Careful consideration should be given to 

the relationship between the Landscape 

and Visual assessment and the Historic 

Environment assessment, particularly 

when ‘scoping out’ any potential 

sensitive receptors. 

Intra-project effects are presented in Chapter 19 

(Document 5.19) and Inter-project cumulative effects are 

presented in Chapter 20 (Document 5.20). Combined 

effects with the wider works are set out in Chapter 21 

(Document 5.21). 

7.9 Summary  In general the approach to the scoping 

and assessment of effects on the 

Historic Environment is considered 

appropriate for the purposes of scoping. 

The Councils would however welcome 

further engagement to discuss the 

emerging EIA and to back-check the 

implications of any changes in project 

definition to ensure that effects are 

The Enhancement Strategy (Document 7.13) sets out 

indicative enhancement opportunities including off-site 

mitigation planting. 
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adequately assessed. Further dialogue 

would be expected in relation to the 

emerging EIA outcomes and associated 

mitigation, enhancement and 

compensation opportunities to be 

secured by way of Requirements and 

Obligations. This should be considered 

in the context of engagement on 

landscape and visual mitigation 

including off-site mitigation planting 

where appropriate. 

Geology, Hydrogeology and Ground Conditions  

8.1 Legislation and Policy 

Context  

Section 8.2 of the Scoping Report lists a 

number of pieces of European and 

National legislation which are relevant to 

the project. These being: 

The Water Framework Directive 

(2000/60/EC); 

The Groundwater Directive 

Section 2 of Chapter 11 Geology, Hydrogeology and 

Ground Conditions (Document 5.11) sets out the relevant 

legislation a Legislation Compliance Audit has been 

provided at Document 5.28.2.1. 
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(2006/118/EC); 

The Dangerous Substances Directive 

(2006/11/EC)1; 

The Priority Substances Directive 

(2008/105/ED); 

The Environmental Protection Act, 1990; 

The Environment Act, 1995; 

The Water Act 2003; 

The Water Resources Act 1991 (as 

amended); 

The Land Drainage Act 1991 (as 

amended); 

Contaminated Land (Wales) 

Regulations, 2006; 

Groundwater (England & Wales) 
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Regulations, 2009; 

Environmental Damage (Prevention and 

Remediation) (Wales) Regulations, 

2009 SI 995 (W. 81); 

The Environmental Permitting (England 

& Wales) Regulations 2010; 

The Water Environment (water 

Framework Directive) Regulations 2006 

This represents a comprehensive list of 

appropriate legislation. 

In addition, the Scoping Report lists 

elements of the National Policy 

Statement (NPS) for Energy (EN-1) and 

National Policy Statement for Electricity 

Networks Infrastructure (EN-5) which 

are relevant. 

Section 2 of Chapter 11 Geology, Hydrogeology and 

Ground Conditions (Document 5.11) sets out the relevant 

National Planning Policy and a Planning Statement has 

been provided at Document 7.14. 

NPS EN-1 Section 5.3.3 requires the ES 

to set out any effects the Project may 

Table 11.1 of Chapter 11 Geology, Hydrogeology and 

Ground Conditions (Document 5.11) sets out compliance 
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have on designated sites of geological 

conservation importance, while Section 

5.3.4 requires that the project 

demonstrates how opportunities are 

taken to conserve and enhance 

geological conservation interests. 

Section 5.3.7 requires that mitigation 

measures are applied to conserve 

geological conservation interests and, 

where significant harm cannot be 

avoided, mitigation and / or 

compensation measures should be 

sought. Section 5.10.8 requires effects 

and impacts on soil quality to be 

identified and for the previously 

developed land the risk posed by land 

contamination must be considered. The 

Scoping Report acknowledges that 

areas of geological interest will be 

identified in the baseline study and will 

be reported in the Environmental 

Statement along with the likely adverse 

effects of the development, if any, and 

with NPS EN-1 and EN-5.  
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suggested enhancements / mitigation. 

With respect to potential ground 

contamination issues, a preliminary 

baseline assessment has been 

undertaken in accordance with the 

requirements of NPS EN-1 and this will 

be enhanced and reported in the ES, 

along with potential effects and 

mitigation. Based on the commentary in 

the Scoping Report it is clear that the 

intent is to appropriately consider the 

requirements of NPS EN-1 with respect 

to geology, hydrogeology and ground 

conditions. 

With respect to NPS EN-5 Section 2.2.6 

it is a duty of the license holder to have 

regard to preserving geological features 

of special interest. As indicated above, it 

is clear that the Scoping Report’s intent 

is to identify and address the baseline 

for the Environmental Statement and 

identify relevant mitigation. It is 

Table 11.1 of Chapter 11 Geology, Hydrogeology and 

Ground Conditions (Document 5.11) sets out compliance 

with NPS EN-1 and EN-5. 
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understood that the preferred route 

corridor will consist of an overhead line 

which is partly intended to reduce the 

impact on geological interests. However, 

it is acknowledged that temporary 

infrastructure during the construction 

phase will potentially have a local 

impact, as well as for locations of 

Sealing Compounds, Tunnel Head 

Houses and so forth. 

The Councils consider that the Geology, 

Hydrogeology and Ground Conditions 

section of the Scoping Report 

addresses the appropriate legislation 

and policy at a national, regional and 

local level 

This comment is noted. 

8.2 Consultation  Paragraph 8.3.1 of the Scoping Report 

confirms that National Grid has 

undertaken a Stage 2 Consultation and 

states that responses have been 

Chapter 5 EIA Consultation (Document 5.5) summarises 

the consultation relevant to the EIA all other consultation 

is described in the Consultation Report (Document 6.1) 
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received from: 

Natural Resources Wales; 

The Coal Authority. 

It is not clear how National Grid has 

taken into account other consultation 

responses which may have been 

received. 

Chapter 5 EIA Consultation (Document 5.5) summarises 

the consultation relevant to the EIA all other consultation 

is described in the Consultation Report (Document 6.1) 

The Scoping Report indicates that 

comments from Natural Resources 

Wales have been taken into account 

with respect to groundwater and 

contaminated land. For groundwater, 

the route will pass through a Principal 

Aquifer which will require protection. 

National Grid confirm that the effects of 

the development on groundwater will be 

assessed further as part of the EIA and 

that it will take into consideration the 

GP3 Guidance for Groundwater 

Section 9 of Chapter 11 Geology, Hydrogeology and 

Ground Conditions (Document 5.11) presents the 

assessment of the Proposed Development on 

groundwater.  
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Protection: Principles and practice. 

Natural Resources Wales have 

highlighted that the route is likely to 

pass through areas of land which have 

been subject to potentially contaminated 

uses, and that appropriate risk 

assessment and remediation (where 

appropriate) will be required. National 

Grid acknowledge that the baseline has 

identified the potential for very localised 

existing contamination in the Scoping 

Corridor and that they will assess the 

potential impacts which will reported in 

the Environmental Statement. 

Section 9 of Chapter 11 Geology, Hydrogeology and 

Ground Conditions (Document 5.11) presents the 

assessment of the Proposed Development from potential 

contamination.  Areas of potential contamination are 

described in section 8 baseline conditions and the CEMP 

(Document 7.4) identifies measures to manage and 

control potential contamination.  The CEMP is secured by 

Requirement 6 of the draft DCO (Document 2.1).  

Commentary from the Coal Authority 

confirms that a small section of the 

proposed route corridor south-east of 

Llangefni will fall within a defined 

coalfield which has recorded mine 

entries, the closest of which is 0.75m 

away. They also indicate that 

This information is presented on Figure 11.10 (Document 

5.11.1.10) and has been assessed as appropriate in 

section 9 of Chapter 11 Geology, Hydrogeology and 

Ground Conditions (Document 5.11) 
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unrecorded shallow workings may be 

present. National Grid confirm that the 

Environmental Statement will address 

historic mining issues with a review of 

mine abandonment plans to assess the 

potential impact. 

It is assumed that further consultation / 

stakeholder engagement meetings for 

the development will be required with 

respect to geology, hydrogeology and 

ground conditions as, while much of the 

overhead line works will be localised, 

other major infrastructure works will be 

required, particularly relating to the 

construction of Sealing Compounds, 

Tunnel Head Houses, the tunnel under 

the Menai Strait, and any temporary 

works such as enabling works and 

laydown areas. If a tunnel option is 

provided beneath the Menai Strait a 

significant quantity of waste soil and 

rock will be generated and which will 

Chapter 5 EIA Consultation (Document 5.5) summarises 

the consultation relevant to the EIA 
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require transport and subsequent 

deposition. Stakeholder engagement will 

be required to establish the most 

appropriate way of dealing with the 

arisings. Materials Management should 

be considered as part of the 

Environmental Statement. 

8.3 Study Area  The different nature of the potential 

geological, hydrogeological resources 

and potential sources of contamination 

means that the lateral and vertical 

extent of the Scoping Study Area will 

vary depending on each type of 

sensitive receptor and potential source 

of contamination. However, the study 

area identified in the Scoping Report 

appears generally adequate, but may 

require some amendment as the 

baseline study is progressed. As the 

project undergoes further design / 

development the route corridor is likely 

to be further defined, especially in the 

The study area is described in section 6 of Chapter 11 

Geology, Hydrogeology and Ground Conditions 

(Document 5.11) 
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location of the Sealing Compounds and 

the Menai Strait crossing. 

8.4 Baseline Environment  Paragraph 8.5.1 outlines the sources of 

information which have been used to 

determine the geological and 

hydrogeological characteristics of the 

Scoping Corridor and to identify the 

potential effects of the Project. 

Generally the sources used will provide 

a broad coverage of the corridor but 

further necessary detail could be gained 

from additional information sources such 

as; 

British Geological Survey 1:10,000 scale 

maps and memoirs along with additional 

information from up to date mapping 

undertaken by the BGS; 

Available borehole logs from the BGS 

for investigations which may have been 

undertaken in the vicinity of the route 

The baseline data sources used to gather information are 

listed in section 4.3 of Chapter 11 Geology, Hydrogeology 

and Ground Conditions (Document 5.11) 
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corridor. This will provide additional 

details of soil material types, strata 

thicknesses, groundwater level etc. It is 

understood that some of this information 

has been identified and is currently 

being obtained as part of the ongoing 

baseline assessment; 

Mine working / abandonment plans and 

other details from the Coal Authority 

archives; 

Comprehensive environmental data 

which may be available within or 

additional to the Groundsure 

Enviroinsight Report, e.g. from Natural 

Resources Wales, Landmark 

Envirocheck; and 

A site walkover. 

Figures 8.1 to 8.16 provide a useful 

summary of the drift and solid geology, 

hydrogeology, coal mining areas, and 

Section 7 describes the baseline and section 9 presents 

the assessment of residual effects and mitigation of 

Chapter 11 Geology, Hydrogeology and Ground 
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historic land use around the area of the 

Menai Strait. However, the ES will need 

to contain more detail and assessment 

both within the figures and text. Section 

9 of the Scoping Report, covering water 

quality and surface water features will 

need to be incorporated into the 

assessment with respect to impact of 

potential contamination on those 

receptors. 

Conditions (Document 5.11). 

The Scoping Report highlights the 

possible need to include further baseline 

data searches as an iterative exercise to 

fully inform the Environmental 

Statement as and when further 

assessment is deemed necessary. 

Certainly, development specific ground 

investigation will be required for scheme 

and detailed design of geotechnical / 

ground works as well as to provide 

information to assess the impact of 

potential contamination on various 

The baseline data sources used to gather information are 

listed in section 4.3 of Chapter 11 Geology, Hydrogeology 

and Ground Conditions (Document 5.11) 
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receptors. 

The Scoping Report rightly states that 

there is unlikely to be a change to the 

majority of the baseline conditions 

between the time of the assessment and 

the commencement of construction. 

However, the report also identifies the 

additional receptor, i.e. the construction 

workforce, which may be impacted by 

any potentially contaminated soil and 

groundwater which may be 

encountered. 

This comment is noted.  

The Scoping Report does not mention 

seismic risks in relation to the project. It 

is understood that the seismic risk to the 

majority of the transmission line route is 

low. However, seismic activity on 

mainland North Wales may have an 

impact on tunnel structures such as that 

proposed under the Menai Strait and 

this should be considered by National 

Seismic risk will be considered as part of the detailed 

design of the tunnel.   
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Grid. Further consultation with the 

Councils is anticipated in this regard. 

8.5 Proposed Assessment 

Method  

The Scoping Report highlights the need 

to undertake further baseline studies as 

indicated in Section 8.6.1 of that report. 

Using this data, a combination of 

qualitative and quantitative risk 

assessment is proposed to assess the 

potential effects of existing ground 

conditions on the project. 

The baseline data sources used to gather information are 

listed in section 4.3 of Chapter 11 Geology, Hydrogeology 

and Ground Conditions (Document 5.11) 

For ground contamination issues the 

Scoping Report confirms that the source 

– pathway – receptor methodology will 

be used, presumably based on GPR3, 

CLR11 and the Guiding Principles for 

Land Contamination. 

The methodology used is described in section 4 of 

Chapter 11 Geology, Hydrogeology and Ground 

Conditions (Document 5.11) 

It would seem appropriate that, in the 

absence of specific guidance in relation 

to cable schemes for assessing soils, 

geology and hydrogeology, the potential 

The assessment method has followed guidance in the 

Design Manual for Roads and Bridges (DMRB) Vol 11, 

Section 3, Part 11, Geology and Soils and DMRB 

HD45/09, Part 10, Road Drainage and the Water 
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effects on the geological environment 

would be best served by the guidance in 

the Design manual for Roads and 

Bridges (DMRB) Vol.11, Section 3, part 

11. It would also seem appropriate to 

assess the significance of the potential 

effects on groundwater by reference to 

DMRB HD45/09 Part 10, Road Drainage 

and the Water Environment. 

Environment. As there is no specific guidance in relation 

to transmission infrastructure for assessing soils, geology 

and hydrogeology,  impacts, DMRB has been used as it is 

considered to be the most appropriate methodology for 

the Proposed Development because it is designed for 

assessing effects of linear schemes, albeit road schemes.  

It is also a well-established and tested methodology, 

familiar to the statutory consultees.  

In relation to ground contamination the Environment 

Agency's ‘Guiding Principles for Land Contamination’ 

(GPLC1, GPLC2 and GPLC3) have been followed.    

A preliminary qualitative risk assessment has been 

undertaken based on the source-pathway-receptor 

methodology promoted by Defra and NRW in the report 

‘Model Procedures for the Management of Land 

Contamination (CLR 11). 

The geological / hydrogeological 

receptor sensitivity and value criteria 

(Section 8.6.5) and magnitude of effect 

(Section 8.6.6) provide a comprehensive 

The methodology used is described in section 4 of 

Chapter 11 Geology, Hydrogeology and Ground 

Conditions (Document 5.11) 
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classification framework. The framework 

leads into the determination of the 

significance of effects of each receptor 

allowing the screening in or out of 

receptors. 

The assessment methodology appears 

reasonable provided a comprehensive 

set of input data is available. 

This comment is noted 

8.6 Potential Effects  Section 8.7 of the Scoping Report 

provides a summary of the potential 

effects of the development under the 

headings of ‘Construction’, ‘Operation’ 

and ‘Decommissioning’, based on the 

current preliminary assessment, with the 

most sensitive receptors being 

designated geological sites, underlying 

aquifers, and uncontaminated soils and 

geology. 

Section 9 of Chapter 11 Geology, Hydrogeology and 

Ground Conditions (Document 5.11) presents the 

assessment of residual effects and identifies mitigation. 

Appendix 8.1 of the Scoping Report 

consists of the Scoping Summary Table. 

Section 3 of Chapter 11 Geology, Hydrogeology and 

Ground Conditions (Document 5.11) presents the scope 
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The summary of receptors and potential 

effects is helpful but is also high level at 

present. All potential effects are 

currently scoped in with none scoped 

out. This table should be developed 

further when additional baseline data is 

presented and when the scheme is 

further developed. 

of the assessment. 

8.7 Cumulative Effects  National Grid are of the opinion that the 

receptors of effects related to the 

Geology, Hydrogeology and Ground 

Conditions chapter of the Scoping 

Report are unlikely to be affected by 

other sources of effects related to other 

topics. However, the interrelation of the 

other topic areas such as water quality, 

resources, ecology will need to be 

considered. It is essential that there is a 

close communication within and 

between technical disciplines to ensure 

a consistent approach. 

This interrelationship is detailed in Chapter 19 Intra-

project effects (Document 5.19).  
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It is agreed that inter project effects are 

not likely to be considered generally 

significant, although the scale of any 

tunnelling operations beneath the Menai 

Strait may still be a significant 

consideration within the EIA. 

Section 10 of Chapter 11 Geology, Hydrogeology and 

Ground Conditions (Document 5.11) and Chapter 20 

Inter-project cumulative effects (Document 5.20) 

presents the assessment of cumulative effects with other 

developments.  

8.8 Combined Effects  The proposed approach to and the 

scope of combined effects with respect 

to Geology, Hydrogeology and Ground 

Conditions is broadly adequate in that 

the assumption is that combined effects 

are highly unlikely. This is due to the 

generally localised nature of the 

development activities. However, 

consideration to potential dewatering 

operations should be made where 

tunnelling is required under the Menai 

Strait. 

Combined effects with the wider works are set out in 

Chapter 21 (Document 5.21). 

8.9 Summary  In summary, the Scoping Study with 

respect to Geology, Hydrogeology, and 

Ground Conditions, appears to 

This comment is noted and Chapter 5 EIA Consultation 

(Document 5.5) details consultation that is relevant to the 
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adequately address the appropriate 

legislation and policy at a national, 

regional and local level. Further 

consultation will be required, particularly 

with respect to the as-yet undefined 

areas of the project such as the Sealing 

End Compounds and any tunnelling and 

associated works and impacts. The 

study area with respect to the subject 

area may be subject to change and 

refinement as the project undergoes 

further design and development. 

EIA. 

While initial baseline studies have been 

undertaken to inform the basic geology 

within the route corridor, potential 

mining issues, aquifer designation, an 

indication of potentially contaminated 

land and sites of geological interest, it is 

acknowledged that further baseline 

studies must be undertaken to inform 

assessment, mitigation and design 

The baseline data sources used to gather information are 

listed in section 4.3 of Chapter 11 Geology, Hydrogeology 

and Ground Conditions (Document 5.11) and the 

baseline conditions are described in section 8 of Chapter 

11 Geology, Hydrogeology and Ground Conditions 

(Document 5.11). 
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decisions. 

Water Quality, Resources and Flood Risk  

9.1 Legislation and Policy 

Context  

It is noted that the key issues 

surrounding the water quality, resources 

and flood risk element of the proposed 

Project is addressed through the 

assessments of flood risk and Water 

Framework Directive (WFD) 

compliance. It will be important to 

ensure that these legislative elements 

remain aligned with the wider EIA. 

Appendix 12.5 (Document 5.12.2.5) presents the Water 

Framework Directive Assessment.  

The Scoping Report includes a 

comprehensive list of national and local 

legislation and policy to be considered 

during the Project EIA. The inclusion of 

the Welsh Government’s Technical 

Advisory Note (TAN) 15 is important and 

further significance must be placed upon 

advice within this document. This relates 

to the prevention of the worsening of 

Section 2 of Chapter 12 Water Quality, Resources and 

Flood Risk (Document 5.12) presents the relevant 

legislation and planning policy.  

All of the requirements relating to flood risk are addressed 

in the FCA provided in Appendices 12.1 - 4 (Documents 

5.12.2.1 – 4).  This has taken into account technical 

advice note TAN 15, which provides technical guidance 

on development and flood risk that supplements the 
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flood risk or contributing elements such 

as run-off through development, where 

possible redevelopment should attempt 

to reduce flood risk. 

policy set out in PPW 9. 

Where applicable, as the Project 

develops, it will be necessary to revisit 

local legislation and policy as 

documents become updated. 

Relevant Local Planning Policy is Appendix 12.7 

(Document 5.12.2.7) and a Legislation Compliance Audit 

(Document 5.28.2.1) has been provided with the DCO 

Application.  

9.2 Consultation  The list of prescribed consultees is 

noted and the inclusion of these four 

organisations (NRW, DCWW, IACC and 

GC) within the EIA process from the 

early stages will be key. Additionally, 

identification of non-prescribed bodies is 

important for the inclusion of local 

communities. Liaison with both 

prescribed and non-prescribed bodies 

during stakeholder group meetings to 

develop route options has already 

commenced. The ES could helpfully 

explain how comments provided by the 

Consultation relevant to the EIA is summarised in Chapter 

5 EIA Consultation (Document 5.5).  The Consultation 

Report (Document 6.1) describes how consultation 

received from Stage 1 and 2 have been addressed in the 

development of the Proposed Development.  
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Councils in the Stage 1 and Stage 2 

informal consultation exercises have 

been considered and addressed. 

It is expected that stakeholder 

engagement meetings will continue 

during the EIA process to allow 

stakeholders and consultees to provide 

their views and gain information on the 

Project. 

Consultation relevant to the EIA is summarised in Chapter 

5 EIA Consultation (Document 5.5).   

9.3 Study Area  The definition of a two tiered study area: 

Local Hydrological Study Area (LHSA) 

and Wider Hydrological Study Area 

(WHSA) is noted. It will be important not 

to concentrate efforts entirely upon the 

LHSA, recognising that hydrological 

elements can have a high degree of 

connectivity to surrounding elements. 

The study area is described in section 6 of Chapter 12 

Water Quality, Resources and Flood Risk (Document 

5.12) 

The process of defining the LHSA 

adequately encompasses the WFD 

waterbodies within the Scoping Corridor 

This comment is noted.  
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and provides an appropriate buffer 

within the surrounding area for 

consideration of the impacts within a 

WFD context. 

The definition of the WHSA and the 

connectivity with the LHSA is noted. The 

incorporation of sites that are potentially 

hydrologically connected to the Scoping 

Corridor is an important consideration. 

Particular attention must be paid to 

areas that have a high 

habitat/conservation value within the 

landscape such as Sites of Special 

Scientific Interest (SSSI). 

The study area is described in section 6 of Chapter 12 

Water Quality, Resources and Flood Risk (Document 

5.12) 

9.4 Baseline Environment  It is noted that key datasets relevant to 

the Project have been obtained or 

requested. In the event of these 

datasets being unavailable it may be 

necessary to carry out more detailed 

site walkovers to collect information on 

missing data. This will also serve to 

Section 4.3 of Chapter 12 Water Quality, Resources and 

Flood Risk (Document 5.12) describes the baseline data 

gathering and forecasting methods that have been used 

in establishing the baseline as presented in section 8.  



Environmental Statement Appendix 5.1  
Schedule Of Responses To The Scoping Opinion 
Document Number 5.5.2.1 Page 325 

North Wales Connection Project  

Table 4: Isle of Anglesey County Council and Gwynedd Council  

Consultee and Section 

Reference  

Comment  How the comment has been addressed  

support the desk-based assessment 

that has been or is due to be 

undertaken. 

The extensive list of data sources 

demonstrates a wide ranging 

assessment. With regard to water 

quality, it will be necessary to not only 

consider the current and future WFD 

Ecological and Chemical Status, but 

also the type of water body. If the water 

body is classified as an Artificial or 

Heavily Modified Water Body then there 

will be associated mitigation measures 

within the relevant River Basin 

Management Plan (RBMP). It will be 

important to consider these mitigation 

measures as part of the baseline 

assessment. 

Section 4.3 of Chapter 12 Water Quality, Resources and 

Flood Risk (Document 5.12) describes the baseline data 

gathering and forecasting methods that have been used 

in establishing the baseline as presented in section 8. 

Identification of waterbody type and associated mitigation 

measures have been provided in the baseline and 

considered further where appropriate within the WFD 

Assessment (Document 5.12.2.5) 

The key datasets for the general 

baseline information have been 

provided. Use of local gauging stations 

Consideration will be given to use of data from local 

gauging stations for peak flow and rainfall estimates 

where available and appropriate.  Section 4.3 of Chapter 
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is recommended for peak flow and 

rainfall estimates, although the use of 

the FEH CD-ROM V3 for SAAR values 

is noted. Liaison with NRW and local 

authorities to provide further information 

on licensed discharges will be beneficial 

for providing a comprehensive 

assessment of water resources within 

the LHSA. 

12 Water Quality, Resources and Flood Risk (Document 

5.12) describes the baseline data gathering and 

forecasting methods that have been used in establishing 

the baseline as presented in section 8. 

The impact of climate change on flood 

risk requires further consideration. 

Section 9.5.16, refers to the Welsh 

Government document, ‘Adapting to 

Climate: Guidance for Flood and 

Coastal Erosion Risk Management 

Authorities’ (2011). It should be noted 

that guidance on which this document is 

based was updated by the Environment 

Agency in April 20161. Long-term 

impacts beyond the timeframe that 

estimates are available will need to be 

given consideration. Assessment of 

The latest climate change guidance has been taken into 

account in preparing the FCAs (Documents 5.12.2.1 to 

5.12.2.4)  
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elements of the Proposed Project 

development will need to consider 

Upper End climate change allowances 

for fluvial flows and peak rainfall 

intensities. Use of the H++ scenario may 

also need to be considered where the 

consequences of design exceedance 

would be catastrophic. 

In respect to water quality, the inclusion 

of the ‘non-reportable’ near-coast 

catchments for the Scoping Corridor 

(plus the 250m buffer) is noted. It is 

suggested that, in the absence of site-

specific data, it cannot necessarily be 

assumed that they have the same or 

similar water qualities as adjacent WFD 

water bodies. 

Parts of the Order Limits pass through land not 

associated with a specific WFD water body due to these 

land parcels not being contained within a substantial river 

catchment, i.e. they drain directly to the sea via small 

coastal watercourses. These ‘non-reportable’ near-coast 

catchments do not themselves have any baseline WFD 

data but are considered as receptors as part of the EIA 

and the WFD Assessment in Appendix 12.5 (Document 

5.12.2.5), though the extent considered is slightly 

different. Due to the extensive spatial scale of these water 

bodies, only the areas that coincide with the Order Limits 

(plus a 250 m buffer) have been considered in the 

assessment, rather than the whole water body.  As such 

the assessment does not consider any areas of these 



Environmental Statement Appendix 5.1  
Schedule Of Responses To The Scoping Opinion 
Document Number 5.5.2.1 Page 328 

North Wales Connection Project  

Table 4: Isle of Anglesey County Council and Gwynedd Council  

Consultee and Section 

Reference  

Comment  How the comment has been addressed  

non-reportable water bodies which do not have a pathway 

from the Proposed Development as there is no potential 

for any effects. Three non-reportable water bodies (not 

classified during the second WFD cycle in 2015) coincide 

with the Order Limits in Sections A and F and therefore 

have been considered as aquatic receptors within the 

assessment.  The WFD water bodies are shown on 

Figure 12.1 (Document 5.12.1.1).    

Provision of the baseline information for 

each section of the route provides a 

coherent approach to the EIA/ES. Each 

section adequately provides details of 

the information available on key 

features. It is noted that many of the 

watercourses are not gauged meaning 

specific hydrological records are 

unavailable. 

This comment is noted 

The identification of WFD information 

within the tables provided is beneficial, 

however the Section 5, Menai Strait to 

Pentir (Gwynedd), requires the 

The type of waterbody has been included in Chapter 12 

Water Quality, Resources and Flood Risk (Document 

5.12) 
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identification the type of water body 

within Table 9.13 to determine if the 

river water bodies are designated 

Artificial or Heavily Modified Water 

Bodies. The flood risk elements for each 

section are covered with indication of 

the areas within Flood Zone 2 or Flood 

Zone 3. 

9.5 Proposed Assessment 

Method  

The requirement to collect additional 

data is noted. With regard to any 

undergrounding proposed it will be 

necessary to seek additional information 

and conduct detailed site walkovers to 

determine the impacts of the Project. 

Section 4.3 of Chapter 12 Water Quality, Resources and 

Flood Risk (Document 5.12) describes the baseline data 

gathering and forecasting methods that have been used 

in establishing the baseline as presented in section 8. 

In relation to the identification of 

receptor types, it needs to be 

demonstrated that there is consideration 

of all WFD quality elements within the 

ES. Detailed consideration of 

hydromorphological elements of 

watercourses is currently omitted from 

Hydromorphology, along with water quality, form the basis 

for the ‘water quality’ receptors, as was explained in 

paragraph 9.79 of the Scoping Report. Hydromorphology 

has therefore, be included throughout the assessment 

presented in Chapter 12 Water Quality, Resources and 

Flood Risk (Document 5.12) 
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the assessment. Where the proposed 

permanent and temporary construction 

works may permanently alter 

hydromorphological elements it will be 

necessary to determine a baseline 

within the scoping corridor in order to 

fully identify the potential impacts. 

Hydromorphological characterisation 

using fluvial audit techniques should 

therefore be considered in these 

circumstances. 

The WFD Assessment (Document 5.12.2.5) considers 

the hydromorphological elements of watercourses even 

when standard mitigation measures are in place.   

It should be noted that clarification from 

the Court of Justice of the European 

Union (CJEU) on the interpretation of 

the WFD’s key environmental objectives 

has implications for WFD assessment. 

The ECJ sees a deterioration of the 

status as soon as the status 

classification of at least one of the 

quality elements falls by one class, even 

if that fall does not result in a drop of the 

overall classification of the water body. 

This has been considered in the WFD Assessment 

(Document 5.12.2.5) and Chapter 12 Water Quality, 

Resources and Flood Risk (Document 5.12). 
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However, if the quality element 

concerned was already in the lowest 

class, any deterioration of that element 

would constitute a deterioration of the 

status. 

It is noted that flood consequences 

assessments will be produced, using 

existing data where available, and 

complemented by technical 

assessments where necessary, in close 

consultation with NRW. The 

identification of the water resources and 

flood risk receptors are noted. The list of 

Statutory National and International 

Designated Sites for Hydrology provided 

in Appendix 9.1 demonstrates a 

consideration of the importance of these 

sites in terms of hydrological 

connectivity. It would be helpful to note 

within the table in Appendix 9.1 if these 

receptors are considered in this chapter 

or in Chapter 8 Geology, Hydrogeology 

Flood Consequence Assessments have been provided 

(Documents 5.12.2.1 to 5.12.2.4) 
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and Ground Conditions. The 

identification as a potential receptor is 

noted, enabling the effective screening 

in or out of these sites. The receptor 

sensitivity criteria and magnitude of 

change provide a comprehensive 

classification framework. However it is 

noted that the criteria for determining 

the classification of magnitude as ‘high’, 

‘medium’ and ‘low’ is currently very 

subjective and would benefit from a 

more quantifiable criteria, for example 

defining the increased depth of flooding 

associated with each magnitude of 

impact. 
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The significance threshold for the effects 

addressed within table 9.20 differ 

confusingly from the generic 

significance of effects of the table at 4.3 

of the Scoping. At 9.20 different labels 

are used to describe the sensitivity of 

receptor which leads to a medium 

magnitude impact on a medium 

sensitivity receptor not being a 

significant effect, whereas in table 4.3 

the opposite is the case. 

No explanation is given to substantiate 

this confusing and misleading difference 

in methodology in this chapter. 

Section 4 of Chapter 12 Water Quality, Resources and 

Flood Risk (Document 5.12) describes the methodology 

used.  

9.6 Potential Effects  The scoping in and scoping out of 

receptors and their subsequently further 

inclusion in the EIA process in 

accordance with the proposed 

methodology is noted. The identification 

of likely water quality, resources and 

flood risk effects for the worst case 

This comment is noted.  
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scenario demonstrates a thorough 

assessment of any associated impacts 

which will need to be reviewed at as the 

EIA process progresses and there is 

less uncertainty regarding the Proposed 

Project designs. It is important to note 

that consideration of the potential effects 

in future screening during the EIA 

process will require input from multiple 

technical disciplines to ensure a 

thorough approach. The decision to 

scope in many of the construction 

activities at this stage is noted with the 

premise that at a later stage these will 

be reviewed. The reviewing process has 

the potential to scope out a number of 

these construction activities in light of 

further clarity. 

The potential effects with regard to 

operation of the Project will require 

further detail. It is noted that assuming 

Good Practice Mitigation Measures are 

Section 9 of Chapter 12 Water Quality, Resources and 

Flood Risk (Document 5.12) presents the residual effects 

and mitigation with regards to water quality, resources 

and flood risk.  Flood Consequence Assessments have 



Environmental Statement Appendix 5.1  
Schedule Of Responses To The Scoping Opinion 
Document Number 5.5.2.1 Page 335 

North Wales Connection Project  

Table 4: Isle of Anglesey County Council and Gwynedd Council  

Consultee and Section 

Reference  

Comment  How the comment has been addressed  

followed and Design Principles are 

incorporated significant effects will be 

avoided. The location and mitigation of 

design features such as pylons and 

substations from a flood risk perspective 

will be an important consideration. The 

proposal of an underground cable 

across the Menai Strait will require cable 

sealing end compounds to be built, 

estimated to be one acre in size. 

Particular attention should be placed 

upon the siting of these compounds with 

regard to flood risk and if necessary 

appropriate mitigation measures should 

be incorporated into the design. 

been provided (Documents 5.12.2.1 to 5.12.2.4) 

The decommissioning stage is noted to 

have similar effects to the construction 

phase and therefore the scoping in and 

out of activities will also be similar. Once 

decommissioning activities are known 

further assessment of this element can 

take place, until then it is agreeable that 

Decommissioning has been assessed in section 9 of 

Chapter 12 Water Quality, Resources and Flood Risk 

(Document 5.12) 
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the activities will remain scoped in 

The summary table (Appendix 9.2) 

detailing the scoping in/out of specific 

design features in relation to the stage 

of the Project provides justification for 

the scoping out of certain elements. As 

previously noted, it is anticipated that 

there will be more elements that are 

scoped out as the project progresses. 

This comment is noted.  

The appropriate incorporation of design 

mitigation is noted. Permanent 

infrastructure associated with the 

Project is recommended to be located in 

low flood risk areas, if this is not 

possible it is recommended that 

appropriate mitigation will be 

incorporated. The priority of the use of 

bridges instead of culverts is noted, 

however in the cases where this is not 

possible it will be appropriate to design 

culverts using best construction 

Mitigation measures have been incorporated where 

required.  These are described in section 9 of Chapter 12 

Water Quality, Resources and Flood Risk (Document 

5.12) which presents the residual effects and mitigation 

with regards to water quality, resources and flood risk.  

The Schedule of Mitigation (Document 5.28) details 

where each of the mitigation measures are secured.  
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practices. This will involve aspects such 

as a naturalised bed, the incorporation 

of light wells where appropriate and 

keeping the culvert length as small as 

possible. Additionally, as part of the 

construction phase, the reinstatement of 

banks/river beds should be observed to 

adhere to best practice. 

9.7 Cumulative Effects  The topics considered most likely to be 

inter-related to water quality, resources 

and flood risk have been noted as 

groundwater and ecological receptors 

(with specific reference to the Menai 

Strait Crossing). 

This interrelationship is detailed in Chapter 19 Intra-

project effects (Document 5.19). 

It is essential there is close 

communication within and between 

technical disciplines to prevent 

inefficiencies and compile a consistent 

approach. It is suggested that Chapter 8 

Geology, Hydrogeology and Ground 

Conditions should consider all 

There has been communication between those 

responsible for Geology, Hydrogeology and Ground 

Conditions, and the Water Quality, Resources and Flood 

Risk Chapters to ensure that there are no omissions or 

unnecessary repetition. 
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groundwater-related receptors (both 

water quality and resources) including 

groundwater dependent terrestrial 

ecosystems, for example wetland SSSIs 

that are groundwater-supported. This 

highlights the need for Chapters 8 and 9 

to dovetail into each other to avoid 

unnecessary repetition or omissions. 

The impacts of developments occurring 

within the same timescale as the Project 

have been duly noted and their 

cumulative impact has additionally been 

considered. 

The cumulative assessment with other proposed 

developments is presented in section 10 of Chapter 12 

Water Quality, Resources and Flood Risk (Document 

5.12) and Chapter 20 Inter-project cumulative effects 

(Document 5.20).  

9.8 Combined Effects  The potential for combined effects 

resulting from wider works is noted to 

have been scoped in on a precautionary 

basis. It is still acceptable to consider 

that construction effects could combine 

to have an impact upon single shared 

receptors but is subject to further review 

and potential alteration of this scoping in 

Combined effects with the Wider Works are described in 

Chapter 21(Document 5.21) 
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as the projects develop. 

9.9 Summary  The key features associated with the 

Water Quality, Resources and Flood 

Risk elements of the Project are 

featured within the Scoping Report. It is 

suggested that there is a focus upon the 

collaboration between other technical 

disciplines, in particular groundwater 

and ecology, to ensure a through and 

coherent approach is adopted. It is 

noted that key datasets have or will be 

gathered and it will be important to 

ensure that missing data will be 

collected at an appropriate level of detail 

through site walkovers and 

investigations. The methodology 

appropriately considers the receptors, 

their sensitivity and magnitude, and the 

significance of effects in a logical 

framework. However, it is suggested 

that if a receptor has a medium 

sensitivity and would be subject to a 

The significance of effects table have been adjusted to 

reflect this and effects that have been scoped in have 

been reviewed. 
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medium magnitude of change, that this 

is assessed as being a moderate 

significance of effect, scoped into future 

assessments. Currently, the 

assessment framework would result in 

such effects not being assessed as 

significant in EIA terms. It is 

nevertheless clear that a precautionary 

scoping in of design elements has been 

taken based on the limited design 

information available. The expectation is 

that some of these elements will be 

scoped out as the project evolves and 

design/construction clarifications are 

made. Particular attention should be 

given to the choice of route design 

over/under the Menai Strait which could 

involve the placement of end sealing 

compounds as these may require 

mitigation measures tailored to this 

design feature with regard to flood risk. 
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Traffic and Transport 

10.1 Legislation and Policy 

Context  

The Scoping Report covers all of the 

main relevant areas of transport policy, 

most notably National Policy Statement 

EN-1. Table 10.1 sets out where the 

various requirements of NPS EN-1 will 

be covered in the ES. From this, it is 

noted that the following documents will 

cover the requirements: 

Transport Assessment (TA); 

Construction Traffic Management Plan 

(CTMP); 

Construction Environmental 

Management Plan (CEMP); 

Travel Plan (TP); and 

PROW Management Plan. 

This suite of documents is considered to 

The following documents have been provided with the 

DCO Application.  

Traffic Assessment (Document 5.13.2.1)  

CEMP (Document 7.4)  

Outline Construction Traffic Management Plan 

(Document 7.5) 

PROW Management Plan (Document 7.6) 

The requirement to produce a travel plan is secured 

through Requirement 7 of the draft DCO (Document 2.1) 



Environmental Statement Appendix 5.1  
Schedule Of Responses To The Scoping Opinion 
Document Number 5.5.2.1 Page 342 

North Wales Connection Project  

Table 4: Isle of Anglesey County Council and Gwynedd Council  

Consultee and Section 

Reference  

Comment  How the comment has been addressed  

be comprehensive and adequate to 

address the requirements of NPS EN-1. 

What is not clear, however, is how these 

documents relate to the ES (i.e. it is not 

clear whether they will form appendices 

to the transport chapter). Confirmation 

on the approach in this regard would be 

helpful. 

Other national policy documents are 

listed as requiring consideration but no 

details are provided on specific relevant 

policies or how these documents will 

inform the ES. 

The National Planning Policies relevant to the 

assessment of traffic and transport effects are set out in 

section 2 of Chapter 13 Traffic and Transport (Document 

5.13) 

It is noted that, despite the Department 

for Transport (DfT) ‘Guidance for 

Transport’ being withdrawn in October 

2014, that this document forms the 

basis for the scope of the TA. This 

approach is considered appropriate as 

the document continues to form the 

starting point for agreement of scope 

Guidance for Transport Assessments’ has formed the 

basis for the scope of the TA.  Since the publication of the 

Scoping Report and the Preliminary Environmental 

Information Report (PEIR), the scope and methodology 

for the TA has been further developed through ongoing 

dialogue with relevant highway authorities.  Where there 

are departures from the extant guidance these have been 

agreed with the highways authorities.  The extant 
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with highway authorities. guidance relies upon agreement of the scope with 

highways authorities and this has been undertaken. 

10.2 Consultation  The Scoping Report sets out the 

consultation undertaken to date. It sets 

out that consultation on traffic and 

transport matters will be with the 

respective Local Highway Authorities 

(LHAs) and the Welsh Government 

(WG). These bodies are considered to 

be appropriate. 

Chapter 5 EIA Consultation (Document 5.5) summaries 

the consultation and engagement that has taken place in 

respect of the EIA.   

The overall approach to consultation is 

to be supported, with early engagement 

in particular to discuss and agree the TA 

methodology. The Scoping Report 

adequately reflects pre-scoping 

stakeholder meetings held in 2016. The 

LHAs would recommend holding further 

public consultations, focusing 

specifically on Traffic & Transport issues 

(such as any proposed road closures, 

etc.), held at suitable venues per route 

Chapter 5 EIA Consultation (Document 5.5) summaries 

the consultation and engagement that has taken place in 

respect of the EIA.  A draft of Chapter 13 Traffic and 

Transport (Document 5.13) and the TA (Document 

5.13.2.1) was shared as part of the stakeholder review of 

the draft ES and Appendix 5.3 (Document 5.5.2.3) details 

how comments have been addressed.  
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section. The ES could also helpfully 

explain how comments provided by the 

Councils in the Stage 1 and Stage 2 

informal consultation exercises have 

been considered and addressed. 

10.3 Study Area The study area is comprehensive. It 

includes the Proposed Project Scoping 

Corridor in addition to a further Zone of 

Influence (ZoI) which is associated with 

the Traffic and Transport chapter. It is 

recommended that the ZoI remains 

under review as necessary as further 

details of proposed routes are 

developed. 

The study area is presented in section 6 of Chapter 13 

Traffic and Transport (Document 5.13) 

10.4 Baseline Environment  A comprehensive qualitative description 

of the baseline conditions is presented 

for all modes. 

This comment has been noted.  

It would be helpful for Figure 10.1 to be 

referred to in the descriptive sections to 

allow the reader to relate the 

Cross references to figures have been included 

throughout Chapter 13 Traffic and Transport (Document 
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descriptions to a plan. It would also be 

helpful if Figure 10.1, which is split over 

6 pages had sub references (i.e. Figure 

10.1a- 10.1e). This would aid reference 

to the plan. 

5.13) where required.  

The above comments also apply to 

Figure 10.2. 

Cross references to figures have been included 

throughout Chapter 13 Traffic and Transport (Document 

5.13) where required. 

It would be helpful of the PROW listed in 

Table 10.2, 10.4, 10.6, 10.8 and 10.10 

were annotated on a Figure (10.2). 

Figure 13.6 (Document 5.13.2.6) illustrates the PROWs.  

The above comment also applies to the 

bus routes in Table 10.3, 10.5, 10.7 and 

10.9. 

This comment has been noted.  

Whilst the section provides an 

appropriate level of detail on the 

qualitative baseline, information would 

also be expected in this section to 

describe the methodology of what 

Section 4.3 of Chapter 13 Traffic and Transport 

(Document 5.13) describes the baseline data gathering 

and forecasting methods used.  
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additional information or surveys will be 

undertaken in order to provide the 

quantitative baseline information such 

as traffic flows, accidents and so forth. 

10.5 Proposed Assessment 

Method 

As above, the methodology for 

quantifying and assessing the baseline 

should be defined. Further information 

on this methodology is presented in this 

section. However, additional information 

is required which should be agreed with 

the LHAs through the scoping process 

for the TA. 

Section 4 of Chapter 13 Traffic and Transport (Document 

5.13) describes the methodology used.  A draft of Chapter 

13 Traffic and Transport (Document 5.13) and the TA 

(Document 5.13.2.1) was shared as part of the 

stakeholder review of the draft ES and Appendix 5.3 

(Document 5.5.2.3) details how comments have been 

addressed. 

The methodology infers that baseline 

data will be collected along the 

proposed traffic routes once these have 

been defined. However, the baseline 

conditions along a route may affect its 

suitability for being chosen as a route in 

the first place. Consideration should 

therefore be given to a more 

comprehensive baseline data collection 

Section 4.3 of Chapter 13 Traffic and Transport 

(Document 5.13) describes the baseline data gathering 

and forecasting methods used. 
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process to help inform the initial route 

choice. 

There is no information on how traffic 

generation for the Proposed Project will 

be calculated and further detail and 

dialogue is required with the LHAs and 

National 

Grid. 

This is set out in the TA (Document 5.13.2.1) and has 

been calculated using the information provided by the 

contractors, based on their professional judgement and 

experience elsewhere. The traffic will then be assigned to 

certain bellmouths and construction routes. Chapter 13 

Traffic and Transport (Document 5.13) describes how 

this has been assigned.  A draft of Chapter 13 Traffic and 

Transport (Document 5.13) and the TA (Document 

5.13.2.1) was shared as part of the stakeholder review of 

the draft ES and Appendix 5.3 (Document 5.5.2.3) details 

how comments have been addressed. 

The range of potential environmental 

effects is accepted as is the intention for 

those aspects for which there is a 

dedicated chapter of the ES to be 

considered outside of the traffic and 

transport chapter (e.g. noise and air 

pollution). It should be ensured that 

these chapters are consistent in 

The noise and air quality assessments have used the 

traffic data used in Chapter 13 Traffic and Transport 

(Document 5.13). 
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approach to the traffic and transport 

chapter. The remaining six potential 

effects are considered to be appropriate. 

The proposed strategy for screening the 

effects based upon percentage change 

in traffic (or HGVs) is generally 

accepted, though it should be noted that 

these percentages are only intended by 

IEMA as a guide and specifically relate 

to severance (though there application 

across other effects is commonplace). 

Section 9 of Chapter 13 Traffic and Transport (Document 

5.13) details the assessment of residual effects and 

mitigation measures.  

ATC data is to be collected in June. The 

LHAs considers November to be a 

neutral month in particular for Anglesey. 

Consideration should be given to 

undertaking further analysis to 

understand the seasonality of traffic 

flows on the network. This may be 

through repeat surveys or by review of 

existing annual traffic profiles. The LHAs 

deems it necessary to understand the 

Traffic count data have been captured for all highway 

links which are identified as construction traffic routes, as 

shown on Figure 13.2 (Document 5.13.1.2).  Automatic 

Traffic Count (ATC) data, using pneumatic tubes installed 

over the carriageway, have been used to derive 24 hour, 

7 day per week flows, as well as traffic speed information.  

The ATC data were classified in order to derive the 

proportions of Light Goods Vehicles (LGVs) and HGVs. 
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baseline conditions during the summer 

period at certain locations, but to also 

expand to cover school holiday periods, 

etc. 

The assessment criteria as set out in 

Table 10.11 to assess the magnitude of 

impacts requires further discussions 

with the LHAs in terms of the 

assessment banding and how a number 

of effects will be assessed. With regards 

to highway safety, it is not only the 

existing accident record that is relevant. 

A road may have a low accident record 

but that may be due to low existing 

traffic (or HGV) flows. The risk of 

accidents may change significantly due 

to a change in the total flow or 

composition of flows. It is therefore 

recommended that a road safety audit 

be undertaken for any part of the route 

for which changes to the highway are 

proposed and that this should also 

The methodology used to is described in section 4 of 

Chapter 13 Traffic and Transport (Document 5.13).  A 

draft of Chapter 13 Traffic and Transport (Document 

5.13) and the TA (Document 5.13.2.1) was shared as 

part of the stakeholder review of the draft ES and 

Appendix 5.3 (Document 5.5.2.3) details how comments 

have been addressed. 
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include a more general audit/risk 

assessment of safety issues along the 

route (whether there are any proposed 

highway works or not). 

Table 10.13 sets out the criteria for 

assessing significance based on the 

magnitude of impact and the sensitivity 

of the receptor. This approach is 

appropriate. It appears however that 

there is an error in the table. A moderate 

magnitude of impact on a low sensitivity 

receptor is identified as a slight effect. 

Although this has been shaded 

(indicating a significant effect) as other 

slight effects are not shaded (i.e. are not 

considered significant). 

The methodology used to is described in section 4 of 

Chapter 13 Traffic and Transport (Document 5.13).  A 

draft of Chapter 13 Traffic and Transport (Document 

5.13) and the TA (Document 5.13.2.1) was shared as 

part of the stakeholder review of the draft ES and 

Appendix 5.3 (Document 5.5.2.3) details how comments 

have been addressed. 

In 10.6.5, the LHAs would like to agree 

the assessment scope of the effects 

listed. 

The methodology used to is described in section 4 of 

Chapter 13 Traffic and Transport (Document 5.13).  A 

draft of Chapter 13 Traffic and Transport (Document 

5.13) and the TA (Document 5.13.2.1) was shared as 

part of the stakeholder review of the draft ES and 
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Appendix 5.3 (Document 5.5.2.3) details how comments 

have been addressed. 

In Section 10.6.19 the LHAs considers 

the sentence of “The assessment will 

also identify any “pinch points” on the 

network which may affect construction 

activities and access routes” should be 

rephrased to - The assessment will also 

identify pinch-points on the network 

which may affect the highway and its 

users. 

This comment has been noted.  

Under Mitigation in Section 10.6.28 the 

LHAs considers that all adverse effects 

will need to be reduced or removed and 

not just significant adverse effects. 

Section 9 of Chapter 13 Traffic and Transport (Document 

5.13) details the assessment of residual effects and 

mitigation measures. 

It is unclear how the criteria in Table 

10.14 will be used as this appears to be 

a duplication (albeit by a different 

methodology) to earlier Tables (10.13). 

The methodology used to is described in section 4 of 

Chapter 13 Traffic and Transport (Document 5.13).   



Environmental Statement Appendix 5.1  
Schedule Of Responses To The Scoping Opinion 
Document Number 5.5.2.1 Page 352 

North Wales Connection Project  

Table 4: Isle of Anglesey County Council and Gwynedd Council  

Consultee and Section 

Reference  

Comment  How the comment has been addressed  

10.6 Potential Effects  The number and level of description of 

potential effects during construction is 

considered to be comprehensive and 

covers all of the major effects that would 

be anticipated. 

This comment is noted.  

Under the heading of general issues in 

10.7.4, the LHAs would agree with this 

statement, subject to the particular 

access points being constructed to the 

required standard, at a suitable location 

on the highway network. 

This comment is noted.  

It should be noted in 10.7.8 that any 

construction and delivery vehicles 

selected for use within the Proposed 

Project should be of a size and weight 

that the highway network can safely 

accommodate. 

Construction traffic routes have considered the vehicle 

specifications required. 

Cross referenced with Chapter 2.7 of 

the Scoping Report, Proposed Project 

Description (400 KV Overhead Line – 

The PROW Management Plan (Document 7.6) which is 

secured by Requirement 6 of the draft DCO (Document 

2.1) details how PROWs will be managed during the 
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Construction) the LHAs will require 

assurances that temporary scaffolding 

will be erected over all PRoW as defined 

in the Definitive Map and request a 

Schedule for all temporary scaffolding. 

In Section 2.7.12 of the above chapter 

clarity is required on “Once the 

overhead line is constructed, the 

temporary access tracks and working 

areas at the pylon site will be removed 

and the grounds reinstated by removing 

stones and trackways”. Would this mean 

that the working areas would still be 

present in Section 1 whilst works have 

progressed to Section 4? Paragraph 

2.7.13 of the above chapter states 

“Accesses may remain in place 

following completion of construction at 

the request of the landowner”. It should 

be noted that accesses will need to be 

reinstated to the previous condition/state 

following completion of construction. 

Should the landowner request the 

construction of the Proposed Development.  
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access remain open, then an application 

will have to be made via the TCPA 

process and/or consent from the LHAs. 

With regards to tunnelling, the LHAs 

seeks early involvement in the creation 

of the Construction Traffic Management 

Plan (CTMP). Where the applicant 

states that tunnelling works could effect 

the local highway infrastructure, the 

LHAs deems it inevitable that these 

works will effect the local highway 

infrastructure. 

A draft of the Outline Construction Traffic Management 

Plan (Document 7.5) has been shared with the LPA and 

comments addressed as appropriate.  

It is proposed that operation effects are 

scoped out of both the ES and the TA 

as any effects are considered to be 

negligible. Whilst it is accepted that this 

will probably be the case, further 

information is required to support this 

such as the anticipated frequency of 

vehicle access required and details of 

This comment is noted.   
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vehicle sizes that may be required. 

It is stated that decommissioning effects 

would be similar to, and most likely 

lower than those during construction, 

which would therefore represent a 

worstcase. This is considered to be 

acceptable by the Councils. 

This comment is noted.  

10.7 Cumulative Effects  A number of inter-project effects are 

identified with traffic and transport 

including air quality, noise and vibration, 

landscape and socio-economics. This 

list is considered to be appropriate, 

however, other major developments 

should be considered i.e. Rhyd-y-Groes 

Solar Panel Farm, Coleg Menai 

Llangefni expansion and the Llangefni 

link road project. The inclusion of such 

schemes and possibly others should be 

discussed with the Councils. 

Cumulative effects with other developments are 

presented in section 10 of Chapter 13 Traffic and 

Transport (Document 5.13) and Chapter 20 Inter-project 

cumulative effects.  Drafts of these documents were 

shared as part of the stakeholder review of the draft ES 

and Appendix 5.3 (Document 5.5.2.3) details how 

comments have been addressed. 
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Inter-project effects have only been 

considered for the construction phase. 

This is considered to be appropriate as 

the operation phase would generate 

minimal traffic flows and the 

decommissioning phase would be so far 

into the future that cumulative effects 

could not reasonably be foreseen nor 

assessed. 

This comment is noted 

All bar one of the major developments 

identified in Chapter 4 will be included 

within the assessment. The 

development to be excluded is the 

Skerries on the basis that this will 

generate minimal traffic on the highway 

network, with the majority of traffic to be 

marine-based. This approach is 

considered robust. 

Cumulative effects with other developments are 

presented in section 10 of Chapter 13 Traffic and 

Transport (Document 5.13) and Chapter 20 Inter-project 

cumulative effects.  Drafts of these documents were 

shared as part of the stakeholder review of the draft ES 

and Appendix 5.3 (Document 5.5.2.3) details how 

comments have been addressed. 

10.8 Combined Effects  All wider works have been scoped in to 

the assessment on Traffic and 

Transport. The assessment is therefore 

Combined effects with the Wider Works are considered in 

Chapter 21 (Document 5.21).  
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considered to be robust. 

10.9 Summary  Overall the proposed scope and 

approach to assessment is considered 

to be appropriate and sufficiently 

extensive to allow the full range of traffic 

and transport environmental effects to 

be identified and assessed. There are a 

number of minor areas of clarification 

and/or correction recommended as 

follows: 

Confirmation on how the supporting 

documents such as the TA will be 

included/relate to the ES; 

Keep the ZoI under review as the 

project progresses until access routes 

are confirmed; 

Provide more reference to Figures 10.1 

and 10.2 and provide separate titles for 

each sub figure (10.1a etc.); 

These comments have been addressed as appropriate in 

Chapter 13 Traffic and Transport (Document 5.13) and 

the TA (Document 5.13.2.1). 
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Present PROW and bus route 

information on figures; 

Consider a more comprehensive 

baseline data collection to help inform 

construction route choice; 

Ensure that seasonality of baseline 

traffic flows are understood by 

comparison against other (primary or 

secondary) data sources; 

Undertake a road safety audit for any 

part of the route for which changes to 

the highway are proposed (to include a 

more general audit/risk assessment of 

safety issues along the route whether 

there are any proposed highway works 

or not); 

Clarify the relationship between Table 

10.13 and 10.14; and 

Provide further information to justify the 
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scoping out of operational effects. 

 

Air Quality and Emissions  

11.1 Legislation and Policy 

Context 

Section 12 sets out planning policy and 

legislation, including national and local 

planning policy. Paragraph 11.2.3 and 

reference 11.11 refer to Air Quality 

(Wales) Regulations 2010, whereas the 

later Air Quality Standards (Wales) 

Regulations 2010 should be referenced. 

However, the objective values in Table 

11.1 are correct. 

Section 2 of Chapter 14 Air Quality (Document 5.14) 

details the relevant legislation and planning policy.  

Table 11.2 sets out compliance with the 

National Policy Statement for Energy 

(EN-1) and for Electricity Networks 

Infrastructure (EN-5) and where 

compliance will be covered in the ES. 

Section 2 of Chapter 14 Air Quality (Document 5.14) 

details the relevant legislation and planning policy 

including National Policy Statement for Energy (EN-1) and 

for Electricity Networks Infrastructure (EN-5) and where 

compliance has been covered in the ES. 

In Section 11.2.6, Under National This comment is noted.  
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Planning Policy (Planning Policy Wales, 

Edition 8 (2016)) Ref 11.14, The 

Councils are not aware that the 

overhead line will be subject to any 

specific pollution control regime and this 

comment does not appear relevant. 

Indeed, paragraph 3.1.8 of Planning 

Policy Wales also states that "The 

Courts have held that perceived fears of 

the public are a material planning 

consideration that should be taken into 

account in determining whether a 

proposed development would affect the 

amenity of an area and could amount to 

a good reason for a refusal of planning 

permission". Consequently, fear and 

anxiety regarding possible effects from 

the overhead line should be considered 

as being relevant. This is also relevant 

to other subject areas such as Electric 

and Magnetic Fields (EMF). 

11.2 Consultation  Section 11.3 describes the intended Chapter 5 EIA Consultation (Document 5.5) sets out the 
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future consultation with the 

Environmental Services Department of 

both IACC and GC to discuss the 

method of the air quality assessment. 

This consultation could have been 

already been initiated, and it is noted 

that unlike other environmental 

disciplines, no pre-scoping stakeholder 

meetings have been held to date. 

consultation that has been undertaken relevant to the 

EIA. 

Stage 1 and Stage two informal 

consultation rounds did not contain 

technical consultation material relating 

to air quality and emissions. 

Noted.  The Consultation Report (Document 6.1) details 

how feedback from Stages 1 and 2 have been taken into 

account in the development of the Proposed 

Development.  

11.3 Study Area  The scoping study area is defined semi-

quantitatively in section 11.4. The study 

area used later in the scoping 

assessment is considered appropriate. 

This comment is noted.  Section 6 of Chapter 14 Air 

Quality (Document 5.14) describes the study area.  

11.4 Baseline Environment  

 

Section 11.5 provides monitoring data 

and Defra’s modelled background 

concentrations for the area. The 

The Air Quality monitoring locations are illustrated on 

Figure 14.2 (Document 5.14.1.2) and section 7 of 

Chapter 14 Air Quality (Document 5.14) details the 
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classification of the monitoring sites: 

rural, urban background, roadside, 

kerbside, should have been given 

routinely in the tables of monitoring 

data. However, all the reported 

concentrations are well within the air 

quality objectives, except the values for 

nitrogen dioxide (NO2) reported in Table 

11.9 at Llanfair P. G. bypass and Fford 

Penrhos, Bangor. These are stated as 

being roadside locations adjacent to the 

A55, either side of the Menai Strait. As 

roadside locations the concentrations 

are not representative of concentrations 

where the public would be exposed over 

the relevant time period (one year). The 

IACC local air quality progress reports 

and updating and screening 

assessments mention that there are no 

parking restrictions in the layby near the 

A55 where the Diffusion Tube is located 

and it is possible that members of the 

public could be exposed for over 1hr 

monitoring undertaken.  
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and as such, the hourly objective value 

for NO2 applies. Compliance with an 

annual average value of 60ug/m3 is 

normally considered to be an indication 

that the hourly objective will not be 

exceeded. Consideration needs to be 

given to whether increased traffic from 

proposed major developments will 

cause NO2 levels at this location to be 

increased. 

Paragraph 11.5.9 discusses the 

potential need to undertake baseline 

monitoring of dust and NO2. A full year 

of NO2 monitoring should be 

undertaken before construction starts as 

the relevant averaging time for the NO2 

air quality objective is one year. 

Similarly, a year of dust deposition 

monitoring or total suspended 

particulate (TSP) and particulate matter 

(PM10, PM2.5) at several of the most 

sensitive locations prior to construction 

Monitoring has been undertaken in line with an approach 

discussed with IACC and Gwynedd Council. The 

approach is discussed in section 7 of ES Chapter 14 Air 

Quality and Emissions (Document 5.14). 
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would establish the baseline levels 

during each season of the year. It would 

be normal to initiate baseline monitoring 

at the scoping stage. 

Table 11.7 makes no reference to PM10 

and PM2.5 data available for Llangefni 

which is reported in IACC’s Air Quality 

Reports. 

This has been included ES Chapter 14 Air Quality 

(Document 5.14). 

11.5 Proposed Assessment 

Method  

Section 11.6 describes the proposed 

assessment methodology which is 

appropriate. The following points should 

be noted: 

If non-road transport were to be used, 

such as rail or ships, the impact of those 

transport emissions should be assessed 

as part of the Project 

Paragraph 11.6.1 outlines qualitative 

and quantitative assessments and 

National Grid should provide details of 

These comments have been addressed as appropriate in 

ES Chapter 14 Air Quality (Document 5.14). 



Environmental Statement Appendix 5.1  
Schedule Of Responses To The Scoping Opinion 
Document Number 5.5.2.1 Page 365 

North Wales Connection Project  

Table 4: Isle of Anglesey County Council and Gwynedd Council  

Consultee and Section 

Reference  

Comment  How the comment has been addressed  

the assessments and the seek 

agreement of the assessments with the 

Councils. 

National Grid should be aware in 

paragraph 11.6.12 that there is literary 

evidence to suggest that UK Air Quality 

Objectives for both NO2 and PM2.5 no-

longer represent concentrations at 

which there are no adverse risk to 

health (WHO 2013, REVIHAAP). 

With reference to PM2.5 in paragraph 

11.6.4 it is believed that there is no safe 

limit for PM2.5 and therefore, any 

increase has the potential to have an 

effect on health. 

Paragraph 11.6.8 refers to 2-way 

vehicle movements and AADT. To be 

clear, the limits of 100 and 500 are 

changes in AADT. If a lorry arrives at 

the site and then leaves the site on the 
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same day that is a contribution of 2, to 

the limit of 100 HGV AADT. 

The criteria proposed in Table 11.14 for 

assessing the impact of the Project 

compared to the air quality objective for 

hourly NO2, are acceptable. It could be 

clarified that the first two columns of the 

tables are equivalent, one expressed as 

a percentage and the other as a 

concentration, and that the 

concentration is the “process 

contribution” i.e. just the contribution 

from the Project, rather than the 

“predicted environmental concentration” 

i.e. the combined impact of the Project 

and background concentrations. 

This comment has been addressed as appropriate in ES 

Chapter 14 Air Quality (Document 5.14).  A draft of 

Chapter 14 was provided for technical stakeholder review 

and Appendix 5.3 (Document 5.5.2.3) sets out how the 

comments have been addressed in the ES.  

11.6 Potential Effects  For air quality objective values outlined 

in paragraph 11.7.5 it should be noted 

that these standards are now over 20 

years old and National Grid should 

consider documents emerging from the 

The Air Quality Objective Values are discussed in section 

2.2.4 and 2.2.5 of Chapter 14 Air Quality (Document 

5.14).   
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WHO (e.g. REVIHAAP, 2013 - which 

was commissioned by the EU) which 

seem to suggest otherwise for both NO2 

and PM2.5. 

Appendix 11.1 summarises the potential 

effects and whether they are scoped in 

or out. Construction traffic effects have 

been scoped out on the basis they are 

unlikely to exceed the Institute of Air 

Quality Management (IAQM) and 

Environmental Protection UK (EPUK) 

thresholds for assessment. The 

assessment should provide the actual 

numbers so that the validity of this 

assumption can be checked by the 

Councils. 

Construction traffic effects have been assessed in 

Chapter 14 Air Quality (Document 5.14).   

11.7 Cumulative Effects  Paragraph 11.8.5 describes potential for 

impact from other committed 

development. There will only be 

cumulative impacts on dust from nearby 

development as specified, but the 

Cumulative effects with other proposed developments are 

set out in section 10 of Chapter 14 (Document 5.14) and 

Chapter 20 Inter-project cumulative effects (Document 

2.50) 
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potential for increased traffic may be 

from other development more than 

350m from any of the Project 

construction sites. The impact of other 

committed development would be to 

raise the future baseline concentration 

due to road traffic and other transport 

sources and this should be taken into 

account. 

11.8 Combined Effects  Section 17, Table 17.1, states that the 

construction works of the Wider Works 

are unlikely to share receptors with the 

Project, but there may be additional 

traffic impacts. The Councils consider 

the potential for additional traffic 

associated with Wider Works likely and 

therefore should be considered in the 

context of the inter project assessment 

on air quality and emissions. If, at the 

assessment stage it is found that the 

construction works of the Project and 

the Wider Works do in fact share 

Chapter 21 (Document 5.21) sets out the combined 

effects with the wider works.  
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receptors, the impact of each on the 

receptors should be assessed. 

11.9 Summary  The general approach to the 

assessment of impacts in respect of air 

quality and emissions appears 

appropriate, albeit with further 

quantitative evidence required to 

confirm the scoping in or out of sensitive 

receptors. Further consideration should 

be given to the assessment of air quality 

and traffic impacts potentially associated 

with the Wider Works as part of the 

cumulative inter-project assessment and 

assessment of combined effects. The 

Councils would welcome the provision 

of a technical engagement forum in 

respect of air quality and emissions as 

part of the pre-application consultation 

programme, as no such consultation 

has been undertaken to date. 

Chapter 5 EIA Consultation sets out the approach to 

consultation and engagement on the EIA and a draft of 

Chapter 14 Air Quality (Document 5.14) was shared with 

stakeholders and Appendix 5.3 (Document 5.5.2.3) sets 

out how the comments received have been addressed.  
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Construction Noise and Vibration  

12.1 Legislation and Policy 

Context  

The Councils consider the references 

for noise and vibration from construction 

provided in this section of the Scoping 

Report appropriate at this time. 

This comment has been noted.   

12.2 Consultation  Section 12.3 describes the intended 

future consultation with the 

Environmental Services Department of 

both IACC and Gwynedd Council to 

discuss the method of the noise 

assessment. No responses have been 

received to date on the account that no 

topic specific engagement has been 

undertaken. No pre-scoping stakeholder 

meetings have been held to date. 

Chapter 5 EIA Consultation sets out the approach to 

consultation and engagement on the EIA and a draft of 

Chapter 15 Construction Noise and Vibration (Document 

5.15) was shared with stakeholders and Appendix 5.3 

(Document 5.5.2.3) sets out how the comments received 

have been addressed. 

Stage 1 and Stage 2 informal 

consultation rounds did not contain 

technical consultation material relating 

to construction noise and vibration. 

The Consultation Report (Document 6.1) sets out how 

consultation responses received at Stage 1 and 2 have 

been taken into account in the evolution of the Proposed 

Development.  



Environmental Statement Appendix 5.1  
Schedule Of Responses To The Scoping Opinion 
Document Number 5.5.2.1 Page 371 

North Wales Connection Project  

Table 4: Isle of Anglesey County Council and Gwynedd Council  

Consultee and Section 

Reference  

Comment  How the comment has been addressed  

12.3 Study Area  The geographic study area is described 

in sections 12.4.1 to 12.4.3. For direct 

effects, the geographic scope is 100m 

from worksites/areas, with consideration 

being given to extending this to 500m 

where significant night-time works may 

occur, for example where tunnelling will 

be used (Menai Strait crossing). The 

proposed study area is less than that 

used for other recent construction 

schemes. 

No evidence is given to support the 

scope areas. Justification should be 

provided as to why the proposed study 

area is considered reasonable. 

The study areas for construction noise and vibration are 

set out in section 6 of Chapter 15 Construction Noise and 

Vibration (Document 5.15).   

Section 12.4.3 sets out the geographical 

scope for off-site access roads. The 

scope of 100m is narrower than would 

be considered normal practice. The 

scope set out in DMRB implies that a 

corridor of 600m would be used for road 
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traffic noise. 

It is recommended that the spatial scope 

is extended to 600m with respect to 

roads, especially those servicing the 

tunnelling operations, unless a 

reasonable justification can be provided 

for reducing the spatial scope. Further 

consultation could then be held when 

further information is available e.g. the 

tunnelling site and spoil disposal plan 

has been developed. 

12.4 Baseline Environment  The proposed baseline scope in terms 

of length and likely requirements for 

surveying represents industry practice. 

However, the Councils suggest that at 

least two long term surveys should be 

carried out at locations which would be 

representative of the rural construction 

sites with the aim of obtaining 

information on the typical diurnal 

variation in noise levels. The surveys 

Measurements were carried out at 19 long term 

unattended monitoring locations at representative 

locations within the study area.  The surveys were set up 

during the day and observations made of any existing 

sources and other conditions. 

Concurrent attended surveys were carried out at an 

additional 49 locations, eight of which were located along 

the proposed construction traffic routes.  All short-term 

attended surveys consisted of at least three, 15 minute 
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should be timed to enable evaluation of 

whether levels vary significantly 

between weekday and weekend. The 

additional long term measurements 

would enable the short term 

measurements to be interpreted in a 

wider temporal context. 

discontinuous periods over one day between 07:00-19:00 

hrs for daytime, and other than those located along the 

construction traffic routes, they included one 15 minute 

period during the evening between 19:00 and 23:00 hrs, 

and one 15 minute period during the night between 23:00 

and 07:00 hrs. 

Full details of the monitoring surveys are provided in 

Appendix 15.2 (Document 5.15.2.2) and the monitoring 

locations are provided on Figure 15.1 (Document 

5.15.1.1) 

The long term measurements should be 

taken concurrently with the short term 

surveys in the same area. 

Full details of the monitoring surveys are provided in 

Appendix 15.2 (Document 5.15.2.2) and the monitoring 

locations are provided on Figure 15.1 (Document 

5.15.1.1) 

12.5 Proposed Assessment 

Method  

The method set out does not explain 

how significant effects will be 

determined. It generally uses the term 

impacts, but does not explain how these 

are related to the identification of 

The methodology used to determine the significance of 

effects is set out in section 4 of Chapter 15 Construction 

Noise and Vibration (Document 5.15). 
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significant effects. 

Table 12.1 sets out the receptors to be 

considered and their sensitivity. The 

Councils do not concur with the ranking 

of schools as low sensitivity. Also, the 

Councils would have anticipated that 

residential and hospitals would be in the 

same category. Places of worship 

appear to have been omitted. 

Hospitals and educational facilities are both considered to 

have a sensitivity of high as set out in Table 15.3 of 15 

Construction Noise and Vibration (Document 5.15). 

Table 12.2 sets out to define “lower cut-

off values” for construction noise 

impacts for residential developments, 

but includes ranges for moderate and 

minor categories. The Councils do not 

think that this table, along with sections 

12.6.10 and 12.6.11 are a correct 

interpretation of BS5228, Annex E3.3, 

example 2 on which they are based, and 

would welcome further technical 

dialogue prior to DCO application to 

The methodology used to determine the significance of 

effects is set out in section 4 of Chapter 15 Construction 

Noise and Vibration (Document 5.15) a draft of which 

was shared with stakeholders and Appendix 5.3 

(Document 5.5.2.3) sets out how the comments received 

have been addressed. 
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establish an agreed approach. 

Table 12.4 sets out “guidance on effects 

of vibration levels”. The Councils do not 

think that this table (which derives from 

BS5228: Part 2) is an appropriate 

interpretation. A “high” magnitude of 

impacts would actually start somewhere 

between the 1.0mm/s and 10mm/s 

quoted in the table. 

The methodology used to determine the significance of 

effects is set out in section 4 of Chapter 15 Construction 

Noise and Vibration (Document 5.15) a draft of which 

was shared with stakeholders and Appendix 5.3 

(Document 5.5.2.3) sets out how the comments received 

have been addressed. 

12.6 Cumulative Effects  The proposed assessment scope 

appears reasonable, and will be subject 

to confirmation as more information 

becomes available. 

This comment has been noted.  

12.7 Combined Effects  The proposed assessment scope 

appears reasonable, and will be subject 

to confirmation as more information 

becomes 

This comment has been noted. 

12.8  The scoping assessment is thorough, 

and identifies the principal policy and 

The study areas for construction noise and vibration are 

set out in section 6 of Chapter 15 Construction Noise and 
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legislative references. The geographical 

scopes are a matter of concern and 

require further justification. The Councils 

note with concern that it is not clear form 

the proposed assessment method how 

significant effects will be identified and 

consider that the proposed 

methodologies may underestimate 

effects. 

Vibration (Document 5.15) and the the methodology used 

to determine the significance of effects is set out in 

section 4 of Chapter 15 Construction Noise and Vibration 

(Document 5.15) a draft of which was shared with 

stakeholders and Appendix 5.3 (Document 5.5.2.3) sets 

out how the comments received have been addressed. 

Operational Noise and Vibration  

13.1 Legislation and Policy 

Context 

Section 13.2.2 sets out legislation for 

operational noise, which is considered 

largely appropriate. However, the 

Councils do not consider that The Noise 

Act 1996 or Control of Pollution Act are 

relevant to the operation of project. 

The legislation and planning policy relevant to operational 

noise are set out in section 2 of Chapter 16 Operational 

Noise (Document 5.16) 

In section 13.2.5 the applicant should be 

aware of an amendment to TAN11 

which has been published at the 

Baseline surveys have been undertaken, the results of 

which are presented in Appendix 15.2 (Document 

5.15.2.2) and discussed further in section 4.3 and section 

7, of Chapter 16 Operational Noise (Document 5.16).  
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following web site:- 

http://gov.wales/topics/planning/policy/p

olicyclarificationletters/2015/cl-01- 

15/?lang=en This amendment points out 

that "Authorities should take into 

account the fact that the background 

sound levels in some areas are very 

low, and the introduction of noise-

generating activities into such areas 

may be especially disruptive". 

Furthermore, section B17 states that 

"Tonal or impulsive characteristics of the 

noise are likely to increase the scope for 

adverse effects and this is taken into 

account by the "rating level" defined in 

BS 4142." Consequently, appropriate 

penalties should be applied to the 

100Hz hum associated with overhead 

lines and transformers when 

determining the "rating level". 

Regular discussion around the determination of 

representative baseline levels has taken place with IACC 

and Gwynedd Council these meetings are summarised in 

Chapter 5 EIA Consultation (Document 5.5).  

5.11.6 in Table 13.1 should be read in Section 4 of Chapter 16 Operational Noise (Document 

http://gov.wales/topics/planning/policy/policyclarificationletters/2015/cl-01-
http://gov.wales/topics/planning/policy/policyclarificationletters/2015/cl-01-
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conjunction with NPS EN-5 Section 

2.9.2 which recognises that “all high 

voltage transmission lines have the 

potential to generate noise under certain 

conditions.” Furthermore, 2.9.7 states 

that “audible noise effects can also arise 

from substation equipment such as 

transformers...”. Section 3.6.12 of the 

Scoping Report confirms that this noise 

is likely to include a low frequency 

component (100Hz). Section 1.3 of 

BS4142:2014 states that the standard is 

not applicable to the assessment of low 

frequency noise and recommends the 

use of NANR45 - Procedure for the 

assessment of low frequency noise 

complaints, DEFRA, 2011. 

5.16) sets out the methodology used to asses operation 

noise from the Proposed Development.  NANR45 

explicitly states it is not intended as means of prediction 

nor for use in a planning situation.  Its use in the context 

of OHL noise would not be meaningful as tonality is not 

predictable.  There may be some circumstances where it 

could be applied to substation noise in the context of a 

complaint.  The methodologies used have been 

discussed with IACC and Gwynedd Council and these 

meetings are summarised in Chapter 5 EIA Consultation 

(Document 5.5).  A draft of Chapter 16 Operational Noise 

(Document 5.16) was shared with stakeholders and 

Appendix 5.3 (Document 5.5.2.3) sets out how the 

comments received have been addressed. 

13.2 Consultation  Section 13.3 describes the intended 

future consultation with the 

Environmental Services Department of 

both IACC and GC to discuss the 

method of the noise assessment. The 

The methodologies used have been discussed with IACC 

and Gwynedd Council and these meetings are 

summarised in Chapter 5 EIA Consultation (Document 

5.5).  A draft of Chapter 16 Operational Noise (Document 

5.16) was shared with stakeholders and Appendix 5.3 
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proposal for a future workshop is 

welcomed. 

(Document 5.5.2.3) sets out how the comments received 

have been addressed. 

Stage 1 and Stage 2 informal 

consultation rounds did not contain 

technical consultation material relating 

to noise and vibration. 

The Consultation Report (Document 6.1) sets out how 

consultation responses received at Stage 1 and 2 have 

been taken into account in the evolution of the Proposed 

Development. 

13.3 Study Area  The initial study area is reasonable, and 

the way in which the scope would be 

focussed as increasing detail becomes 

available appears appropriate. 

This comment has been noted.  

Cross referenced with Chapter 2 

(Sections 2.8.21 & 2.8.22) of the 

Scoping Report, Proposed Project 

Description (Maintenance) and with 

Section 13.3.7, it should be noted that 

fans, pumps and transformers have the 

potential to generate tonal and/or low 

frequency noise which have the 

capability of travelling further distances 

than more broadband or higher 

These have been assessed where relevant; section 9 of 

Chapter 16 Operational Noise and Vibration (Document 

5.16) presents the residual effects and mitigation.  
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frequency noises. The noise 

assessment should consider these 

issues. 

13.4 Baseline Environment  In paragraph 13.4.5 it states that “Where 

the Project follows the route of the 

existing 4ZA overhead line, noise from 

this line will form part of the existing 

baseline”. 

The Councils disagree with this 

suggestion as it will result in 

"background creep". In the Councils 

opinion, the background noise should 

not include what is effectively the same 

specific sound source as that which is 

being added and the assumption 

associated with this statement is that the 

current overhead line noise is 

satisfactory. It is suggested that National 

Grid undertake a BS4142:2014 

assessment for the current line to 

determine the available headroom. The 

To address concerns raised section 9, Mitigation and 

Residual Effects of Chapter 16 Operational Noise 

(Document 5.16) includes consideration of the combined 

effect on receptors potentially affected by both the 

proposed new OHL and unchanged sections of the 

existing OHL.  This is relevant to receptors on Anglesey 

between Wylfa and near Gaerwen where the proposed 

OHL parallels the existing OHL. 

Sections 4.4.9 to 4.4.12 set out of Chapter 16 Operational 

Noise (Document 5.16) and Appendix 16.4 Taking into 

Account the Existing 400 kV OHL (Document 5.16.2.4) 

set out how the existing OHL has been considered in the 

assessment of the Proposed Development  
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concept of creeping background is well 

established and was the driving force for 

the introduction of Noise Abatement 

Zones under Section 63 - 67 of the 

control of Pollution Act 1974. They 

provided a means to control creeping 

background sound levels and to tackle 

unacceptable noise environments 

resulting from multiple sources of noise. 

BS4142:2014 is relatively vague on this 

issue and greater clarity is obtained 

from the IACC SPG on Wind Turbine 

Noise (another document referred to in 

TAN11) which states at paragraph 2.2.2 

"Particular care should be taken with 

planning surveys where there are other 

wind turbines in the area. The 

contribution to background noise levels 

of existing wind turbines has to be 

discounted in determining the 

background noise levels: the relevant 

background noise levels for the purpose 

of setting noise limits for a new 



Environmental Statement Appendix 5.1  
Schedule Of Responses To The Scoping Opinion 
Document Number 5.5.2.1 Page 382 

North Wales Connection Project  

Table 4: Isle of Anglesey County Council and Gwynedd Council  

Consultee and Section 

Reference  

Comment  How the comment has been addressed  

installation are the levels with no 

existing wind turbines operating. Several 

approaches are described in section 

5.2; one or a combination of these may 

be appropriate." Consequently, we 

would argue that the same method 

should apply to overhead lines. 

Section 13.4.10 of the Scoping Report 

identifies that baseline noise levels may 

reduce where transformers will be 

decommissioned. The implications of 

this are not explored at this Scoping 

Stage, however the Councils note that 

any noise limits used as design criteria 

for future transformers should take into 

account the likely reduced baseline 

noise levels. The Councils will want to 

agree the location of any noise 

monitoring locations and the equipment 

used, the duration of surveys and 

results obtained. 

Baseline surveys have been undertaken, the results of 

which are presented in Appendix 15.2 (Document 

5.15.2.2) and discussed further in section 4.3 and section 

7, of Chapter 16 Operational Noise (Document 5.16).  

Regular discussion around the determination of 

representative baseline levels has taken place with IACC 

and Gwynedd Council these meetings are summarised in 

Chapter 5 EIA Consultation (Document 5.5). 
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13.5 Proposed Assessment 

Method  

The initial part of Section 13.5 sets out 

the relevant guidance, including 

TR(T)94, 1993. As this is not familiar 

guidance to the Councils it is requested 

that this is provided by National Grid, 

and a brief introduction to the document 

could form part of the discussion at 

forthcoming technical consultation 

meetings. 

Section 13.5.3 to section 13.5.8 make 

reference to BS4142:2014. The use is 

not a proper interpretation of 

BS4142:2014, where context is critical. 

In these sections it appears that the 

authors seek to establish an absolute 

noise criterion for night-time. Whilst the 

Councils do not have a fundamental 

objection to this concept, BS4142: 2014 

is not the appropriate vehicle for setting 

such criteria. Further dialogue is 

required in this regard. 

The methodologies used have been discussed with IACC 

and Gwynedd Council and these meetings are 

summarised in Chapter 5 EIA Consultation (Document 

5.5).  A draft of Chapter 16 Operational Noise (Document 

5.16) was shared with stakeholders and Appendix 5.3 

(Document 5.5.2.3) sets out how the comments received 

have been addressed.  A copy of TR(T)94 has been 

provided in Appendix 16.6 (Document 5.16.2.6). 
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To establish appropriate absolute 

criteria requires examination of the 

evidence of what constitutes a level 

below which there would be no adverse 

effects. Such a criterion may differ 

between daytime and night-time. 

Therefore, appropriate evidence needs 

to be provided to support the criteria set 

out in sections 13.5.30 to 13.5.33, with 

clear indication of how the resulting 

criteria aligns NPS EN-1. 

A combination of absolute criteria (to 

establish the lowest level at which 

adverse effects would occur) and 

difference criteria (as per BS4142:2014) 

are likely to be appropriate, to reflect the 

different ambient situations between the 

rural and urban locations within the 

proposed project scope. Amending this 

approach may have an impact on the 

baseline data gathering required to 
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enable an appropriate assessment. 

In Section 13.5.5 IACC finds no basis 

for assuming a 30dBLA90 baseline 

across the Island as the new revised 

BS4142:2014 has removed the 

suggestion of a lower background limit 

and merely states at 8.1 that "Care is 

necessary in circumstances where 

background sound levels are low to 

ensure that self-generated and electrical 

noise within the measurement system 

does not unduly influence reported 

values, which might be the case if the 

measured background sound level are 

less than 10dB above the noise floor of 

the measuring system”. Indeed, 

example 6 on page 32 includes a 

background noise level of 27dB in 

worked example 6 on page 32 and we 

can confirm that IACC has measured 

significantly lower background levels 

than this on the island. In TAN11 it 

Baseline surveys have been undertaken, the results of 

which are presented in Appendix 15.2 (Document 

5.15.2.2) and discussed further in section 4.3 and section 

7, of Chapter 16 Operational Noise (Document 5.16).  

Regular discussion around the determination of 

representative baseline levels has taken place with IACC 

and Gwynedd Council these meetings are summarised in 

Chapter 5 EIA Consultation (Document 5.5). 
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states "Authorities should take into 

account the fact that the background 

sound levels in some areas are very 

low, and the introduction of noise-

generating activities into such areas 

may be especially disruptive" 

Section 13.5.10 states that more 

detailed baseline surveys may be 

carried out around existing substations 

where there are sensitive receptors. The 

Councils suggest that the need for such 

surveying should be determined via 

consultation. 

Baseline surveys have been undertaken, the results of 

which are presented in Appendix 15.2 (Document 

5.15.2.2) and discussed further in section 4.3 and section 

7, of Chapter 16 Operational Noise (Document 5.16).  

Regular discussion around the determination of 

representative baseline levels has taken place with IACC 

and Gwynedd Council these meetings are summarised in 

Chapter 5 EIA Consultation (Document 5.5). 

Section 13.5.11 indicates that short 

duration noise measurements would be 

made, and that for night-time these 

would include measurements typically 

between 00.00 and 03.00 hours. The 

suggestion of a 5 - 15 minute 

measurement is considered wholly 

Measurements were carried out at 18 long-term 

unattended monitoring locations at positions along the 

proposed alignment that were identified as being critical to 

the assessment process.  The surveys were established 

during the day and observations made of sound sources 

and other conditions in accordance with the requirements 

of BS 4142:2014.  In addition to each long-term survey 
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inadequate for the assessment of 

background noise and would introduce a 

great degree of uncertainty into the 

assessment process. Furthermore, this 

does not appear to follow the guidance 

in BS4142:2014. The Councils note that 

the quietest time of night is normally 

between 03.00 to 04.00 hours, and 

therefore this period should be included 

in night-time surveys. At substation and 

tunnel head house locations the 

Councils would expect to see longer 

term monitoring, to enable the diurnal 

variation in noise to be established, and 

the difference between weekday and 

weekend levels. Such monitoring should 

be carried out at the same time as short 

term monitoring, to allow the short term 

results to be interpreted in the context of 

the local noise environment. 

location, concurrent attended surveys were carried out 

during the day (07:00-19:00), evening (19:00-23:00) and 

night-time (23:00-07:00) periods at additional ‘satellite’ 

locations. 

Short-term attended surveys consisted of the following; 

three 15 minute discontinuous periods over one day 

between 07:00-19:00 for daytime, one 15 minute period 

during the evening between 19:00-23:00, and one 15 

minute period during the night between 23:00-07:00. 

The results of the baseline surveys are presented in 

Appendix 15.2 (Document 5.15.2.2) and discussed 

further in section 4.3 and section 7, of Chapter 16 

Operational Noise (Document 5.16).  Regular discussion 

around the determination of representative baseline levels 

has taken place with IACC and Gwynedd Council these 

meetings are summarised in Chapter 5 EIA Consultation 

(Document 5.5). 

Section 13.5.13 indicates that noise 

surveys would be carried out beside the 

Baseline surveys have been undertaken, the results of 

which are presented in Appendix 15.2 (Document 
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public highway. The Councils note that 

survey locations should be 

representative of the receptor (or group 

of receptors) which they represent. It will 

not always be appropriate to measure 

beside public highways as this can 

result in unrepresentative, elevated, 

baseline noise levels. 

5.15.2.2) and discussed further in section 4.3 and section 

7, of Chapter 16 Operational Noise (Document 5.16).  

Regular discussion around the determination of 

representative baseline levels has taken place with IACC 

and Gwynedd Council these meetings are summarised in 

Chapter 5 EIA Consultation (Document 5.5). 

In paragraph 13.5.14, in relation to the 

approach and selection of appropriate 

locations National Grid will need to 

fundamentally review their noise 

assessment procedure and discuss the 

whole methodology with the Councils. 

Baseline surveys have been undertaken, the results of 

which are presented in Appendix 15.2 (Document 

5.15.2.2) and discussed further in section 4.3 and section 

7, of Chapter 16 Operational Noise (Document 5.16).  

Regular discussion around the determination of 

representative baseline levels has taken place with IACC 

and Gwynedd Council these meetings are summarised in 

Chapter 5 EIA Consultation (Document 5.5). 

Section 13.5.17 indicates “the predicted 

effects are calculated for night-time 

baseline conditions at the external 

façades of sensitive receptors; hence 

internal noise levels will be even lower 

The methodology used to assess operational noise is set 

out in section 4 and the residual effects and mitigation is 

presented in section 9 of Chapter 16 Operational Noise 

(Document 5.16). 
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due to attenuation across the façade”. 

However, this is dependent on whether 

the noise contains a low frequency 

element, in which case Low Frequency 

Noise is notoriously difficult to attenuate 

and may also be subject to room 

modes. 

Section 13.5.18 indicates that computer 

noise modelling will be carried out 

where “the magnitude of impact is likely 

to be classified as significant”. However, 

there is no explanation of how the 

magnitude of impact is arrived at to 

trigger the modelling. 

The methodology used to assess operational noise is set 

out in section 4 of Chapter 16 Operational Noise 

(Document 5.16). 

Section 13.5.19 and Table 13.2 set out 

the receptors to be considered and their 

sensitivity. The Councils question the 

ranking of schools as low sensitivity and 

would have anticipated that residential 

and hospitals would be in the same 

category. Places of worship should also 

Table 16.13 in section 4 of Chapter 16 Operational Noise 

(Document 5.16) identifies the sensitivity of receptors.  

The methodologies used have been discussed with IACC 

and Gwynedd Council and these meetings are 

summarised in Chapter 5 EIA Consultation (Document 

5.5).  A draft of Chapter 16 Operational Noise (Document 

5.16) was shared with stakeholders and Appendix 5.3 
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be considered for inclusion. (Document 5.5.2.3) sets out how the comments received 

have been addressed. 

Section 13.5.30 to section 13.5.33 cover 

assessment criteria on which the 

Councils have provided the following 

high level commentary. Section 13.5.31 

states that the criteria are consistent 

with BS4142: 2014, however, the 

Councils consider that what is presented 

is a probably a more precautionary 

approach, but as the consideration of 

context is not presented so it is not 

possible to confirm this. 

The methodologies used have been discussed with IACC 

and Gwynedd Council and these meetings are 

summarised in Chapter 5 EIA Consultation (Document 

5.5).  A draft of Chapter 16 Operational Noise (Document 

5.16) was shared with stakeholders and Appendix 5.3 

(Document 5.5.2.3) sets out how the comments received 

have been addressed. 

Section 13.5.31 refers to TR(T)94 and 

its consistency with BS4142: 2014, and 

the Councils request further information 

on this guidance as set out above. It 

would appear that TR(T)94 is based on 

BS4142:1990. There have been two 

revisions since then and the newer 

version of BS4142:2014 has a far 

The methodologies used have been discussed with IACC 

and Gwynedd Council and these meetings are 

summarised in Chapter 5 EIA Consultation (Document 

5.5).  A draft of Chapter 16 Operational Noise (Document 

5.16) was shared with stakeholders and Appendix 5.3 

(Document 5.5.2.3) sets out how the comments received 

have been addressed.  A copy of TR(T)94 has been 
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stricter assessment of tonal noise, which 

is likely to be applicable to overhead 

lines. 

provided in Appendix 16.6 (Document 5.16.2.6). 

For the Table 13.3 (Magnitude of Effect 

– Operational Noise) the 5dB level 

should be the rated level taking into 

account the tonal assessment of 

BS4142:2014. The Councils disagree 

with the use of a 30dBLA90 

background. 

The methodologies used have been discussed with IACC 

and Gwynedd Council and these meetings are 

summarised in Chapter 5 EIA Consultation (Document 

5.5).  A draft of Chapter 16 Operational Noise (Document 

5.16) was shared with stakeholders and Appendix 5.3 

(Document 5.5.2.3) sets out how the comments received 

have been addressed.   

In paragraph 13.5.36 it should be noted 

that BS4142:2014 is not a safeguard 

against nuisance and any Low 

Frequency Noise assessment should be 

based on NANR45. 

Section 4 of Chapter 16 Operational Noise (Document 

5.16) sets out the methodology used to asses operation 

noise from the Proposed Development.  NANR45 

explicitly states it is not intended as means of prediction 

nor for use in a planning situation.  Its use in the context 

of OHL noise would not be meaningful as tonality is not 

predictable.  There may be some circumstances where it 

could be applied to substation noise in the context of a 

complaint.  The methodologies used have been 

discussed with IACC and Gwynedd Council and these 

meetings are summarised in Chapter 5 EIA Consultation 
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(Document 5.5).  A draft of Chapter 16 Operational Noise 

(Document 5.16) was shared with stakeholders and 

Appendix 5.3 (Document 5.5.2.3) sets out how the 

comments received have been addressed. 

The Mitigation by Design section sets 

out practical information on mitigation. 

The Councils would expect that a 

specification would be used for 

ventilation plant as suggested in section 

13.5.37. 

Section 9 of Chapter 16 Operational Noise (Document 

5.16) sets out the mitigation and residual effects of 

operational noise from the Proposed Development and 

the Schedule of Mitigation (Document 5.28) details where 

each mitigation measure is secured.  

13.6 Potential Effects  The section on potential effects seeks to 

set the scope for the assessment by 

considering whether there will be 

potential effects. The Councils are 

concerned that this section could scope 

out potential effects without providing 

sufficient evidence. 

Points of particular concern in the 

Potential Effects section are:  

The scope of the assessment is set out in section 3 of 

Chapter 16 Operational Noise (Document 5.16).  The 

scope and the methodologies used have been discussed 

with IACC and Gwynedd Council and these meetings are 

summarised in Chapter 5 EIA Consultation (Document 

5.5).  A draft of Chapter 16 Operational Noise (Document 

5.16) was shared with stakeholders and Appendix 5.3 

(Document 5.5.2.3) sets out how the comments received 

have been addressed. 
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Section 13.6.2 – vibration – this will be 

dependent on the proximity of 

substations to sensitive receptors, which 

is not yet determined, so scoping it out 

without evidence could be considered 

premature; 

Section 13.6.10 – ‘crackle’, ‘buzz’ or 

‘hum’ – It should be noted that 

BS4142:2014 has a stricter 

interpretation of tonality than earlier 

editions and any Low Frequency Noise 

assessment should be based on 

NANR45; 

Section 13.6.12 and 13.6.22 should be 

read in conjunction with previous 

comments about tonal assessments; 

Section 13.6.14 – states assessment 

will be worst case because it will assess 

“against the quietest night-time 
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background levels”. The approach to 

assessment currently proposed would 

not assess against the quietest night-

time conditions because, where the 

background noise levels are below 

30dB(A), the intention as stated is to set 

the background equal to 30dB(A) in the 

assessment; 

Section 13.6.19 –It is stated that noise is 

“minimised through the selection of the 

most appropriate type of insulator”, 

which will be considered at detailed 

design stage. The Councils consider 

that insulator noise should be left in the 

scope, with a qualitative assessment 

made, backed up by evidence to 

demonstrate what classifications of 

insulators are low noise, to provide 

some assurance that final selection 

would be appropriate; 

Section 13.6.23 – Overview of 
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Substation Operation Noise – National 

Grid should be aware that transmission 

noise can cause complaints and this has 

been the case previously with regards to 

the transformers at Wylfa; 

Section 13.6.25 – The Councils consider 

that auxiliary plant should not be scoped 

out at this stage. The levels should be 

included in the ES, along with details of 

testing regimes, so that a judgement 

can be made about whether effects may 

be significant once locations are 

confirmed. 

The Councils comments above 

regarding concerns with the proposed 

scope apply also to the text in Appendix 

13.1. 

13.7 Cumulative Effects  The scoping report states that 

cumulative effects will be assessed on a 

case-bycase basis, and identified that 

The assessment of inter-project cumulative effects with 

other developments is set out in section 10 of Chapter 16 

Operational Noise (Document 5.16) and Chapter 20 
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there may be a small number of 

locations where local, inter project 

effects occur, which is appropriate given 

the nature of the Project. 

Inter-project cumulative effects (Document 5.20).  

For intra-project effects reference 

should be made to Section 3.1.4. of 

Planning Policy Wales (2016) which 

states that "The effects of a 

development on, for example, health, 

public safety and crime can also be 

material considerations, as, in principle, 

can public concerns in relation to such 

effects". IACC has been advocating the 

use of Health Impact Assessment based 

upon the Guidance issued by the Wales 

Health Impact Assessment Support 

Unit. 

Intra-project effects are presented in Chapter 19 

(Document 5.19) and a Well-being Report has been 

provided at Document 5.27.   

13.8 Combined Effects  Combined effects will be assessed and 

the scope in Chapter 17 appears 

reasonable, and the Councils would 

seek to be consulted on further detail as 

Combined effects with the Wider Works are set out in 

Chapter 21 (Document 5.21). 
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this becomes available. 

13.9 Summary  The Councils have some fundamental 

concerns with regard to the method by 

which the Scoping Report seeks to 

establish criteria for the assessment of 

operational noise. The reasoning should 

be further justified and clearly 

referenced back to NPS EN-1. The 

geographic scope described is 

appropriate, and a good description of 

the noise sources and their possible 

mitigation has been provided. The 

Councils suggest that further 

consideration is given to the proposed 

“scoping out” of consideration of some 

of the sources of noise, to ensure that a 

suitable evidence base is provided to 

justify the approach set out. 

The scope and the methodologies used have been 

discussed with IACC and Gwynedd Council and these 

meetings are summarised in Chapter 5 EIA Consultation 

(Document 5.5).  A draft of Chapter 16 Operational Noise 

(Document 5.16) was shared with stakeholders and 

Appendix 5.3 (Document 5.5.2.3) sets out how the 

comments received have been addressed. 

Socio-economic  

 In Section 14.1.2 it refers to the This comment is noted and Chapter 5 EIA Consultation 
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methodology used to assess impact on 

the Welsh language and communities. It 

should be noted that it has been agreed 

that a workshop will take place to 

consider the issues, evidence base and 

methodology, building on work being 

undertaken in relation to Wylfa Newydd.  

summarises the consultation and engagement that has 

taken place with regards to the Welsh language Impact 

Assessment (Document 5.26). 

It is noted that in Section 14.2.6 it refers 

to TAN 20, which provides a useful 

indication of matters to be considered 

and demonstrates the language's well-

being is dependent on a number of 

factors.  

The Welsh language Impact Assessment (Document 

5.26) has taken account of TAN 20. 

There is a need for National Grid to 

engage and agree with stakeholders 

(including the Councils) the scope and 

methodology of the proposed tourism 

and business surveys ensuring any 

survey is robust and shows visitors what 

the potential impacts are likely to be. 

The scope and the methodologies used have been 

discussed with IACC and Gwynedd Council and these 

meetings are summarised in Chapter 5 EIA Consultation 

(Document 5.5).  A draft of Chapter 17 Socio-economics 

(Document 5.17), Appendix 17.3 Visitor Survey Results 

(Document 5.17.2.3) and Appendix 17.4 Business 

Survey Results (Document 5.17.2.4) were shared with 

stakeholders and Appendix 5.3 (Document 5.5.2.3) sets 
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out how the comments received have been addressed. 

Section 14.1.3 states that ‘two separate 

assessments will be completed on 

wellbeing and Welsh language’. From 

the outset, the Councils have stated the 

importance of the Welsh Language and 

Culture when considering both the 

positive and negative impacts arising 

from National Grid’s North Wales 

Connection Project. Welsh Language 

and Culture is a golden thread running 

through all aspects and themes relating 

to any major development. These 

include (amongst others) lifelong 

learning & skills, job opportunities, 

tourism, health, welfare and social 

inclusion, community and social 

infrastructure. Welsh Language and 

Culture must not be compartmentalised 

and should be central to all National 

Grid’s plans, strategies and decision 

making (recognising there is a 

A Welsh language Impact Assessment (Document 5.26) 

and a Well-being Report (Document 5.27) have been 

undertaken and provided with the DCO Application.  
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requirement for a separate Welsh 

Language Impact Assessment). It is vital 

that the WLIA contain explicit 

statements expressing a commitment to 

providing the island with a long term 

legacy to mitigate against the impacts 

on the Welsh Language. The Councils 

are committed to continued 

collaboration, to further support the 

development of an impact assessment, 

to inform strategic decision making, to 

ensure opportunities are capitalised 

upon and negative impacts are 

adequately mitigated. 

Article 3 of Directive 2011/92/EC – 

Environmental Impact Assessment [Ref 

14.2.114.3] states that EIAs should 

“identify, describe and assess in an 

appropriate manner, in the light of each 

individual case and in accordance with 

Articles 4 to 12, the direct and indirect 

effects of a project on: Human beings". 

National Grid is not a listed body under the Well-being of 

Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015.  However, National 

Grid voluntarily worked with the Isle of Anglesey County 

Council, Gwynedd Council, supported by Wales Health 

Impact Assessment Support Unit (WHIASU) to consider 

well-being.  This involved meetings to scope the approach 

to the well-being work and to agree on the format of a 

well-being workshop.  The workshop was organised by 
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The Councils believe that a Health 

Impact Assessment should be 

conducted for this project. 

Isle of Anglesey County Council and facilitated and written 

up by WHIASU and subsequently IACC and National Grid 

met together with WHIASU in order to review the content 

of WHIASU’s report.   

Drawing on the findings of the WHIASU report and the 

Environmental Statement, National Grid produced a Well-

being Report (Document 5.27).   

The Well-being Report (WBR) explains the work 

undertaken, including the well-being related issues raised 

during the process.  It provides details as to where the 

relevant information relating to those issues is contained 

within the North Wales Connection DCO application 

documentation in order to assist people in finding that 

information 

14.1 Legislation and Policy Section 14 provides a comprehensive 

review of the legislation and policy of 

relevance to the assessment of socio-

economic effects. This includes a high 

level review and summary of national 

and local planning policy as well as 

This comment is noted  
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wider legislation such as the Well-Being 

and Future Generations (Wales) Act 

2015. 

The Section helpfully includes Table 

14.2 which sets how the proposed 

assessment would comply with the 

requirements as set within National 

Policy Statements EN-1 and EN-5. 

This comment is noted and this table is included in 

section 2 of Chapter 17 Socio-economics (Document 

5.17) 

The Scoping Report fails to outline how 

the applicant will consider and comply 

with the requirements of the Well-Being 

of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015 

(in contrast to what’s presented for the 

National Policy Statements for 

example). 

The Act is a major policy driver in Wales 

and National Grid must make every 

effort to create employment 

opportunities to overcome poverty. This 

section only refers to the Well Being of 

National Grid is not a listed body under the Well-being of 

Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015.  However, National 

Grid voluntarily worked with the Isle of Anglesey County 

Council, Gwynedd Council, supported by Wales Health 

Impact Assessment Support Unit (WHIASU) to consider 

well-being.  This involved meetings to scope the approach 

to the well-being work and to agree on the format of a 

well-being workshop.  The workshop was organised by 

Isle of Anglesey County Council and facilitated and written 

up by WHIASU and subsequently IACC and National Grid 

met together with WHIASU in order to review the content 

of WHIASU’s report.   
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Future Generations - the Scoping does 

not detail how the ES will address these 

issues as part of the proposed 

development. With reference to NPS 

EN-1 Section 4.2.2 the Councils believe 

there is a requirement for a Health 

Impact Assessment particularly given 

the Welsh Government's Commitments 

to wellbeing within the legislative 

context. 

Drawing on the findings of the WHIASU report and the 

Environmental Statement, National Grid produced a Well-

being Report (Document 5.27).   

The Well-being Report (WBR) explains the work 

undertaken, including the well-being related issues raised 

during the process.  It provides details as to where the 

relevant information relating to those issues is contained 

within the North Wales Connection DCO application 

documentation in order to assist people in finding that 

information 

In Table 14.2 - TAN Review, Tan 16 

(2009) Sport, Recreation and Open 

Space [Ref 14.10] it should be noted 

that the impact of the development on 

these types of developments should be 

considered in terms of the wider 

determinants of health and having 

regard to vulnerable groups such as 

young adults and children. Particular 

attention should also be given to 

The Proposed Development does not result in the loss or 

change of use of any community facility, however, 

Chapter 17 Socio-economics (Document 5.17) assesses 

direct effects on land and property and indirect effects on 

community facilities. 

The Amenity assessment presented in Chapter 17 Socio-

economics (Document 5.17) and Appendix 17.1 

(Document 5.17.2.1) considers effects resulting in a 

change in how people perceive their communities, or how 

they use community facilities such as schools and places 
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caravan and camping sites. of worship.   

Section 14.2.14 highlights the 

importance of tourism to the area. It is 

important the Councils have an 

opportunity to input to the tourism 

surveys to ensure their validity and 

reliability which reflects the tourism 

sector in the area. There is a need for 

National Grid to engage with the 

Councils on suitable times of the year 

for conducting the surveys and a clear 

need to capture data from the various 

type of tourist that visit the area. 

The scope and the methodologies used have been 

discussed with IACC and Gwynedd Council and these 

meetings are summarised in Chapter 5 EIA Consultation 

(Document 5.5).  A draft of Chapter 17 Socio-economics 

(Document 5.17) and Appendix 17.3 Visitor Survey 

Results (Document 5.17.2.3) were shared with 

stakeholders and Appendix 5.3 (Document 5.5.2.3) sets 

out how the comments received have been addressed. 

The Scoping Report in several places 

recognises the role of the tourism 

sector. Under the Gwynedd Structure 

Plan in Sections 14.2.23 and 14.2.24 

there requires a reference to policies 

that relate to significant natural and 

historic resources eg AONB, whose 

well-being is crucial to maintain the 

Section 2.4 Local Planning Policy of Chapter 17 Socio-

economics (Document 5.17) sets out how local planning 

policies have been taken into account.    
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area’s status as a visitor destination. 

Although not the principal policy 

framework for the determination of 

applications for DCO, the review of local 

policy reflects the adopted Development 

Plan for the local areas. Including 

reference to Policy A2 in the Gwynedd 

Unitary Development Plan would ensure 

consistency in recording which policies 

apply. On the basis that maintaining and 

enhancing local natural and historic 

environment resources is critical to 

maintaining the area’s attractiveness 

and therefore the local economy, 

consideration of polices that would apply 

to these resources would also be 

beneficial. However, no consideration is 

given to the emerging Joint Local 

Development Plan being prepared by 

Gwynedd and Ynys Mon. This is now at 

Examination stage with the Inspectors 

Report expected in March 2017 and 

The Joint LDP has now been adopted and is considered 

as appropriate in section 2.4 Local Planning Policy of 

Chapter 17 Socio-economics (Document 5.17) which 

sets out how local planning policies have been taken into 

account.    
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should therefore be afforded some 

weight and included as a relevant local 

policy consideration. In doing so, 

reference should be made to the 

Deposit Plan as amended by Focus 

Changes, which represent the Plan as 

submitted for Examination. 

14.2 Consultation  The document sets out consultation 

undertaken to date in relation to the 

socioeconomic assessment. However, it 

is not clear what further consultation 

may be planned (aside from surveys) to 

inform the baseline and/or assessment 

of socioeconomic effects. 

Chapter 5 EIA Consultation (Document 5.5) summarises 

the consultation and engagement that has taken please in 

the preparation of Chapter 17 Socio-economics 

(Document 5.17).  

The ES could also helpfully explain how 

comments provided the Councils in the 

Stage 1 and Stage 2 informal 

consultation exercises have been 

considered and addressed. 

The Consultation Report (Document 6.1) sets out how 

consultation responses received at Stage 1 and 2 have 

been taken into account in the evolution of the Proposed 

Development. 

14.3 Study Area The socio-economic study areas are This comment is noted and section 6 of Chapter 17 Socio-
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presented at Table 14.3 and appear 

appropriate for the receptors / impacts 

identified. 

economics (Document 5.17) describes the study areas 

used.  

This section does not make clear how 

receptors (e.g. tourism within the 

regional area of influence) are to be 

identified and this is considered 

important in order to focus the 

assessment on those receptors likely to 

experience an effect. For example, not 

all tourism receptors within Anglesey 

and Gwynedd will be affected by the 

Project and therefore an explanation of 

receptor sifting may be required. 

Section 4 of Chapter 17 Socio-economics (Document 

5.17) sets out the methodology used to assess effects on 

tourism and tourist attractions.  The amenity assessment 

considers tourist attractions and recreational resources 

and assets such as Country Parks, and cultural heritage 

or ecological sites that have a recreational or tourism 

draw as well as commercial receptors which include 

businesses that have direct and indirect links to tourism, 

such as accommodation (direct) and pubs and 

restaurants (indirect).  The assessment also considers 

wider effects on tourism accommodation, visitor numbers 

and expenditure and supply chain.  A draft of Chapter 17 

Socio-economics (Document 5.17) was shared with 

stakeholders and Appendix 5.3 (Document 5.5.2.3) sets 

out how the comments received have been addressed. 

14.4 Baseline Environment Section 14.5 identifies some broad 

categories of socio-economic receptors, 

sets out some baseline data for the 

Section 4.3 of Chapter 17 Socio-economics (Document 

5.17) sets out the baseline data gathering and forecasting 
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population of the study area, and 

describes the proposed approach that 

will be followed to establish a more 

detailed baseline profile. The following 

comments can be made on the content 

and suggested approach: 

It could be acknowledged that data from 

the 2011 Census is now five years old, 

and that more recent socio-economic 

data sources (such as the ONS Annual 

Population Survey and Annual Survey of 

Hours and Earnings) could be used 

where appropriate; 

methods.  

 

No mention is made of the use of 

Business Register Employment Survey 

(BRES) data. The Councils would 

consider this to be a useful dataset in 

identifying key sectors within a defined 

area and undertaking an initial sifting 

exercise to help identify those 

businesses that have an appropriate 

Section 4.3 of Chapter 17 Socio-economics (Document 

5.17) sets out the baseline data gathering and forecasting 

methods.  
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socioeconomic value for further 

consideration; 

The interpretation and presentation of 

multiple deprivation data is currently 

somewhat unclear. The Councils 

suggest that some explanatory text is 

included to describe how multiple 

deprivation is measured and what these 

figures represent (i.e. comparative 

percentiles rather than percentage of 

the population); 

Section 7 of Chapter 17 Socio-economics (Document 

5.17) sets out explanatory text to describe how multiple 

deprivation is measured and what the figures represent. 

In the receptor list in Section 14.5.3 no 

mention is made of land use as a key 

receptor and the section implies that the 

socio-economic receptors have been 

identified, however, Section 14.6.8 

suggests that receptors still need to be 

identified. 

Section 7 of Chapter 17 Socio-economics (Document 

5.17) describes the baseline and section 9.6 presents the 

assessment of effects on land use.  

In discussing future baseline, no 

mention is made of future land uses 

This comment has been noted.  
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(e.g. allocated sites) that may be 

affected. 

In Sections 14.5.4 – 14.5.26 the 

summaries of each route sections (e.g. 

Section 5 West of Star to Pentir) do not 

make reference to key receptors such 

as schools. 

Section 7 of Chapter 17 Socio-economics (Document 

5.17) describes the baseline environment and these are 

illustrated on Figures 17.1 to 17.7 (Documents 5.17.1.1 

to 5.17.1.7) 

Section 14.5.6 refers to industries with 

the highest share of employment on 

Anglesey according to 2001 Census. 

There should be awareness of a high 

number of SMEs, self-employed or 

employing a small number of people. 

This comment has been noted. 

In paragraph 14.5.22, Malltraeth Marsh 

needs to be considered as a major 

receptor. 

Section 7 of Chapter 17 Socio-economics (Document 

5.17) describes the baseline environment and receptors 

with the study area and these are illustrated on Figures 

17.1 to 17.7 (Documents 5.17.1.1 to 5.17.1.7).  A draft of 

Chapter 17 Socio-economics (Document 5.17) was 

shared with stakeholders and Appendix 5.3 (Document 

5.5.2.3) sets out how the comments received have been 



Environmental Statement Appendix 5.1  
Schedule Of Responses To The Scoping Opinion 
Document Number 5.5.2.1 Page 411 

North Wales Connection Project  

Table 4: Isle of Anglesey County Council and Gwynedd Council  

Consultee and Section 

Reference  

Comment  How the comment has been addressed  

addressed. 

In paragraph 14.5.26 there is a need to 

ensure the MOD are included with the 

TS Indefatigable Joint Training Centre 

as well as the Conwy Centre as an 

outdoor training centre. 

Section 7 of Chapter 17 Socio-economics (Document 

5.17) describes the baseline environment and receptors 

with the study area and these are illustrated on Figures 

17.1 to 17.7 (Documents 5.17.1.1 to 5.17.1.7).  A draft of 

Chapter 17 Socio-economics (Document 5.17) was 

shared with stakeholders and Appendix 5.3 (Document 

5.5.2.3) sets out how the comments received have been 

addressed. 

In paragraph 14.5.30 Ref 14.14 it is 

important that National Grid recognises 

that Anglesey suffers disproportionately 

from high levels of unemployment, low 

wages etc. therefore it is important at an 

early stage to establish what the 

opportunities are within the Project for 

skills development and employment 

opportunities. As a point of clarity where 

the third paragraph refers to ‘The 

Plan…’ it is assumed this refers to the 

Enhancement opportunities are described in the 

Enhancement Strategy (Document 7.13)  
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development plan. 

With further reference to the section on 

Future Baseline (Section 14.5.31) and 

the recognition of the importance of 

tourism to the Anglesey economy and 

the significant role it plays. There is a 

need to adequately assess the 

perception impact of the development 

on the tourism industry and to measure 

the cumulative impact of all the major 

energy developments to ensure where 

possible no negative impact takes place 

on the economy as it's acknowledged in 

14.5.30 that Anglesey's economic 

performance is below average across 

Wales. Further negative impacts on the 

tourism sector on Anglesey therefore 

could have further detrimental effects. 

There is a need to consider secondary 

and tertiary tourism products including 

restaurants/eating out as part of the 

wider tourism mix and not just 

The assessment considers wider effects on tourism 

accommodation, visitor numbers and expenditure and 

supply chain.  Inter-project cumulative effects with other 

Developments are presented in section 10 of Chapter 17 

Socio-economics (Document 5.17) and Chapter 20 Inter-

project cumulative effects (Document 5.20).  A draft of 

these documents was shared with stakeholders and 

Appendix 5.3 (Document 5.5.2.3) sets out how the 

comments received have been addressed. 
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attractions and accommodation. 

On future baseline and a focus on the 

Wylfa Newydd Project it is important in 

Section 14.5.33 to liaise with other key 

stakeholders. 

Inter-project cumulative effects with other Developments 

including the Wylfa Newydd Power Station project are 

presented in section 10 of Chapter 17 Socio-economics 

(Document 5.17) and Chapter 20 Inter-project cumulative 

effects (Document 5.20).   

Appendix 14.1 sets out further baseline 

data for the study area. This appears 

robust and appropriate to the scope of 

the proposed assessment. However, the 

comments regarding multiple 

deprivation data made above also apply 

here. 

Section 7 of Chapter 17 Socio-economics (Document 

5.17) sets out explanatory text to describe how multiple 

deprivation is measured and what the figures represent. 

14.5 Section 14.6 sets out the proposed 

assessment method. In general, this 

appears robust and appropriate. The 

following comments are made in relation 

to specific elements of the proposed 

assessment method, and are structured 

around the headings used within the 

This comment is noted and the method used for the 

assessment of effects is presented in section 4 of Chapter 

17 Socio-economics (Document 5.17). 
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Scoping Report. 

For areas of designated employment 

land in Section 14.6.7 there needs to be 

consideration for other land use 

designations/ allocations, i.e. housing, 

mineral (noting that they are referred to 

in 14.7). 

Section 7 of Chapter 17 Socio-economics (Document 

5.17) describes the baseline environment and receptors 

with the study area and these are illustrated on Figures 

17.1 to 17.7 (Documents 5.17.1.1 to 5.17.1.7).  A draft of 

Chapter 17 Socio-economics (Document 5.17) was 

shared with stakeholders and Appendix 5.3 (Document 

5.5.2.3) sets out how the comments received have been 

addressed. 

Identification of Receptors,. The 

approach states that “the baseline will 

help identify the socio-economic 

receptors present within the study areas 

identified for the assessment”. However, 

this does not detail how receptors 

identified within the broad study areas 

will be filtered or sifted in order that the 

assessment is focussed on those 

receptors likely to experience a direct or 

indirect socio-economic effect (see 

comments above in relation to Section 

Section 7 of Chapter 17 Socio-economics (Document 

5.17) describes the baseline environment and receptors 

with the study area and these are illustrated on Figures 

17.1 to 17.7 (Documents 5.17.1.1 to 5.17.1.7) and  

section 4.3 describes the baseline data and gathering and 

forecasting methods.  A draft of Chapter 17 Socio-

economics (Document 5.17) was shared with 

stakeholders and Appendix 5.3 (Document 5.5.2.3) sets 

out how the comments received have been addressed. 
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14.5 of the Scoping Report). Further 

information would be particularly useful 

regarding the range of community 

facilities that will be considered, and 

how these receptors will be identified. 

15.5.1 Survey Work 

(Tourism and Business)  

The Scoping Report proposes to 

undertake business surveys to “gather 

opinions and perceptions of local 

businesses towards the project”, 

suggesting that contact will be made 

with approximately 220 businesses 

across various sectors. There is 

uncertainty how the target of 50 

businesses to complete the survey is a 

sufficiently robust and statistically valid 

sample. The proposed approach 

suggests a reliance on the businesses 

to provide a view on how the 

infrastructure may affect their 

operations. The Councils would 

welcome discussions with National Grid 

on the proposed methodology, the set 

The scope and the methodologies used have been 

discussed with IACC and Gwynedd Council and these 

meetings are summarised in Chapter 5 EIA Consultation 

(Document 5.5).  A draft of Chapter 17 Socio-economics 

(Document 5.17) and Appendix 17.4 Business Survey 

Results (Document 5.17.2.4) were shared with 

stakeholders and Appendix 5.3 (Document 5.5.2.3) sets 

out how the comments received have been addressed. 
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questions and the overall objective of 

the survey. 

The Councils would question the value 

in this approach in providing a 

quantifiable basis for assessment and 

consider that any survey work should 

focus instead on businesses most likely 

to experience an effect. These 

businesses could be identified from 

relevant data sources prior to any 

survey work being undertaken. Should 

surveys subsequently commence, we 

consider these should seek to establish 

the key characteristics of the businesses 

in question, enabling National Grid to 

then undertake an informed assessment 

of the likely effects on those businesses 

potentially affected. 

The scope and the methodologies used have been 

discussed with IACC and Gwynedd Council and these 

meetings are summarised in Chapter 5 EIA Consultation 

(Document 5.5).  A draft of Chapter 17 Socio-economics 

(Document 5.17) and Appendix 17.4 Business Survey 

Results (Document 5.17.2.4) were shared with 

stakeholders and Appendix 5.3 (Document 5.5.2.3) sets 

out how the comments received have been addressed. 

The method as proposed will only 

provide a perceived response from the 

wider business community. No 

The results for the business survey were benchmarked 

against evidence in publicly available literature.  The 

following two ex-post papers were reviewed, 
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information is provided in relation to how 

these perceived effects will be dealt with 

through the assessment. The Councils 

therefore suggest that a more focussed 

approach to the business surveys, 

concentrating on those businesses that 

are potentially affected, may be more 

helpful. 

Scotland/Northern Ireland Interconnector Ex-Post Tourism 

Impact Assessment and the Second Yorkshire Line Ex-

Post Tourism Assessment.  How these have been taken 

into account is described in more detail in sections 7.4.49 

to 7.4.56 in Chapter 17 Socio-economics (Document 

5.17). 

In paragraph 14.6.10 the approach to 

distinguishing between types of tourists 

should also include visitors who stay 

with family and friends. 

Sections 7.4.47 to 7.4.48 in Chapter 17 Socio-economics 

(Document 5.17) describes the findings of the business 

survey.  

The Scoping Report specifies that 

surveys will be undertaken at attractions 

with specific locations to be agreed with 

tourism organisations. The approach 

also outlines that “Questions within the 

tourism survey will focus on 

understanding how people’s behaviour 

and spending may adjust through the 

introduction of the Project, during 

Sections 7.4.27 to 7.4.31 in Chapter 17 Socio-economics 

(Document 5.17) describe the findings of the visitor 

survey. 
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construction, operation and 

decommissioning”. 

Section 14.6.11 considers National 

Grid’s approach to conducting face to 

face interviews. There needs to be 

clarity from National Grid on when face-

to-face interviews with visitors will be 

undertaken and discussion in relation to 

methodology would be welcomed. The 

exact locations need to be agreed with 

the Councils and an opportunity to 

scrutinise the methodology along with 

the sample size. A Perception Survey 

would also be recommended to view 

people's perception of the proposed 

development and its impacts. 

The scope and the methodologies used have been 

discussed with IACC and Gwynedd Council and these 

meetings are summarised in Chapter 5 EIA Consultation 

(Document 5.5).  A draft of Chapter 17 Socio-economics 

(Document 5.17) and Appendix 17.4 Business Survey 

Results (Document 5.17.2.4) were shared with 

stakeholders and Appendix 5.3 (Document 5.5.2.3) sets 

out how the comments received have been addressed. 

Sections 7.4.27 to 7.4.31 in Chapter 17 Socio-economics 

(Document 5.17) describe the findings of the visitor 

survey. 

It is important that any visitor study 

outlined in Section 14.6.12 should 

consider what impact the proposed 

project will have on visitor perceptions to 

To better understand the results of the visitor survey, 

benchmarking of results against other large-scale 

infrastructure surveys has been completed.  This included 

a review of Hinkley Point C Connection Project 

Environmental Statement and a Generic Study into the 
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the area as a destination. Effect of National Grid Major Infrastructure Projects on 

Socio-economic Factors Annex 2: Work Element 2.  It 

was found that overall the results of the visitor survey for 

the Proposed Development were comparable to those 

reported in other studies. 

The Assessment Work in paragraph 

14.6.19 needs to ensure National Grid 

engages and agrees with the 

stakeholders (including the Councils) 

the scope and methodology of the 

proposed employment impact 

assessment. The assessment will also 

need to address the supply chain 

impacts. 

The scope and the methodologies used have been 

discussed with IACC and Gwynedd Council and these 

meetings are summarised in Chapter 5 EIA Consultation 

(Document 5.5).  A draft of Chapter 17 Socio-economics 

(Document 5.17) was shared with stakeholders and 

Appendix 5.3 (Document 5.5.2.3) sets out how the 

comments received have been addressed. 

As with the proposed business surveys, 

the Councils consider such surveys 

should focus on attractions or tourism 

resources that have the potential to be 

affected by the Project (e.g. those that 

have a prominent view towards the 

proposed scheme or are located within 

The scope and the methodologies used have been 

discussed with IACC and Gwynedd Council and these 

meetings are summarised in Chapter 5 EIA Consultation 

(Document 5.5).  A draft of Chapter 17 Socio-economics 

(Document 5.17), Appendix 17.3 Visitor Survey Results 

(Document 5.17.2.3) and Appendix 17.4 Business 

Survey Results (Document 5.17.2.4) were shared with 
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close proximity to the infrastructure). stakeholders and Appendix 5.3 (Document 5.5.2.3) sets 

out how the comments received have been addressed. 

The value of such surveys in providing 

an evidence base that quantifiable 

conclusions can be drawn from is also 

questionable as the surveys will gather 

perceived views which will differ from 

individual to individual. The approach 

proposed suggests that the addition of 

National Grid infrastructure within the 

landscape will change visitors’ 

behaviours and spending, but the 

Councils would suggest that this is only 

likely to be the case if visitors are 

utilising tourism facilities within close 

proximity to the line and/or have a 

particular dislike for this type of 

infrastructure. It is unclear how such 

surveys will be programmed to take 

account of appropriate seasonality with 

the pre-application programme for DCO 

The scope and the methodologies used have been 

discussed with IACC and Gwynedd Council and these 

meetings are summarised in Chapter 5 EIA Consultation 

(Document 5.5).  A draft of Chapter 17 Socio-economics 

(Document 5.17), Appendix 17.3 Visitor Survey Results 

(Document 5.17.2.3) and Appendix 17.4 Business 

Survey Results (Document 5.17.2.4) were shared with 

stakeholders and Appendix 5.3 (Document 5.5.2.3) sets 

out how the comments received have been addressed. 

To better understand the results of the visitor survey, 

benchmarking of results against other large-scale 

infrastructure surveys has been completed.  This included 

a review of Hinkley Point C Connection Project 

Environmental Statement and a Generic Study into the 

Effect of National Grid Major Infrastructure Projects on 

Socio-economic Factors Annex 2: Work Element 2.  It 

was found that overall the results of the visitor survey for 

the Proposed Development were comparable to those 
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submission. reported in other studies. 

The results for the business survey were benchmarked 

against evidence in publicly available literature.  The 

following two ex-post papers were reviewed, 

Scotland/Northern Ireland Interconnector Ex-Post Tourism 

Impact Assessment and the Second Yorkshire Line Ex-

Post Tourism Assessment.  How these have been taken 

into account is described in more detail in sections 7.4.49 

to 7.4.56 in Chapter 17 Socio-economics (Document 

5.17). 

14.5.2 Other Surveys  The potential effect on the public rights 

of way (PRoW) network is mentioned 

within Section 14.7: Potential Effects, 

yet no reference is made within the 

Scoping Report to count surveys along 

key PRoW. We would consider such 

survey data important in establishing the 

importance of the PRoW effected. For 

example, a local footpath may be 

utilised by a large number of visitors 

and/or local people and therefore should 

The amenity assessment presented in Chapter 17 Socio-

economics (Document 5.17) and Appendix 17.1 

(Document 5.17.2.1) assess the amenity effects arising 

from a combination of visual, traffic, air quality and noise 

effects during construction, and from a combination of 

visual and noise effects during operation. 
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be given increased importance within 

the assessment. The Councils would 

seek to be consulted further on the 

scoping and timing of such surveys. 

14.6 Potential Effects  Section 14.7 sets out potential effects 

that will be considered in the 

assessment. 

This comment has been noted.  

The approach outlined does not make it 

clear that the assessment will consider 

the potential for both direct and indirect 

effects for all receptor types. 

This has now been made clear within the assessment.  

When discussing potential effects during 

each of the project phases, the third 

bullet point under ‘construction’ and the 

second bullet point under ‘operation’ 

may require further explanation. The 

bullets read as follows: “Indirect effect 

on employment arising from change in 

attractiveness of Anglesey as a tourism 

The assessment considers wider effects on tourism 

accommodation, visitor numbers and expenditure and 

supply chain.  Inter-project cumulative effects with other 

Developments are presented in section 10 of Chapter 17 

Socio-economics (Document 5.17) and Chapter 20 Inter-

project cumulative effects (Document 5.20).  A draft of 

these documents was shared with stakeholders and 

Appendix 5.3 (Document 5.5.2.3) sets out how the 
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destination”. 

This potential effect is distinct from the 

previous bullet, which refers specifically 

to change in demand for temporary 

accommodation, and appears to 

suggest that the Project has the 

potential to affect the attractiveness of 

Anglesey as a tourist destination more 

broadly, potentially resulting in a 

decrease in employment within the 

tourism industry. 

comments received have been addressed. 

The Councils would question how this 

potential effect is to be assessed and 

quantified through the assessment and 

would point to guidance in EN-1 Section 

5.12.7 which states “The IPC may 

conclude that limited weight is to be 

given to assertions of socio-economic 

impacts that are not supported by 

evidence (particularly in view of the 

need for energy infrastructure as set out 

Changes in demand for accommodation have been 

assessed by accommodation type and using the 

assumptions relating to the construction workforce 

required for the Proposed Development as set out in 

Appendix 17.2 Workforce Analysis Assumptions Log 

(Document 5.17.2.2). 
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in this NPS)”. The Councils assume that 

any changes in demand for 

accommodation would be measured 

and assessed at the level of individually 

affected receptors. 

In addition, it is considered that the 

potential effect on land use (e.g. local 

plan allocations) during operation of the 

Project should be considered and is 

currently not listed within Section 14.7. 

Section 7 of Chapter 17 Socio-economics (Document 

5.17) describes the baseline and section 9.6 presents the 

assessment of effects on land use. 

Cross referenced with Chapter 2 of the 

Scoping Report (Sections 2.7.1 and 

2.7.2, 400 KV Overhead Line – 

Construction) National Grid make no 

reference to the potential economic 

benefits linked to local companies, 

suppliers and the supply chain. 

The assessment of wider effects (expenditure and supply 

chain) are presented in section 9.11 of Chapter 17 Socio-

economics (Document 5.17)  

The scoping summary table included in 

Appendix 14.2 appears comprehensive 

and (with the exception of the point 

Please refer to the relevant responses above.  
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noted above regarding the potential 

effects arising from any change in the 

attractiveness of Anglesey as a tourist 

destination) appropriate for the 

purposes of the assessment. 

The potential socio-economic issues to 

be addressed as part of the EIA during 

construction as listed in 14.7 should also 

include the following: A change (real or 

perceived) in the attractiveness of 

Anglesey as a tourism destination is a 

critical socio-economic issue during 

construction and operation. The 

reference to wellbeing of the Welsh 

language in connection with potential 

positive or negative changes to e.g. 

employment generation, impact on the 

tourism sector. 

Please refer to the relevant responses above. 

For mitigation measures the applicant 

should be engaging with stakeholders 

(including the Councils) as early as 

A draft of Chapter 17 Socio-economics (Document 5.17) 

was shared with stakeholders and Appendix 5.3 

(Document 5.5.2.3) sets out how the comments received 
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possible to identify suitable (appropriate 

and realistic) mitigation measures which 

address the unique socio-economic 

needs of Anglesey. 

have been addressed. 

14.7 Cumulative Effects  The approach to assessing the 

cumulative effects of the Project 

appears robust and comprehensive, 

distinguishing clearly between intra 

project effects and inter project effects. 

There is mention of an amenity 

assessment. Again, further information 

could be provided to clarify the definition 

of amenity, the scope of this 

assessment, and the methodology to be 

employed. Paragraph 14.6.24 also 

makes reference to an ‘amenity 

assessment’. However, limited 

information is provided in relation to the 

scope of this assessment and the 

assessment methodology to be applied. 

The Councils would seek to be 

consulted further on the scoping of such 

Intra-project effects are set out in Chapter 19 Intra-project 

cumulative effects (Document 5.19).  Inter-project effects 

are assessed in section 10 of Chapter 17 Socio-

economics (Document 5.17) and Chapter 20 Inter-project 

cumulative effects (Document 5.20). 

The amenity assessment is presented in Chapter 17 

Socio-economics (Document 5.17) and Appendix 17.1 

(Document 5.17.2.1).  



Environmental Statement Appendix 5.1  
Schedule Of Responses To The Scoping Opinion 
Document Number 5.5.2.1 Page 427 

North Wales Connection Project  

Table 4: Isle of Anglesey County Council and Gwynedd Council  

Consultee and Section 

Reference  

Comment  How the comment has been addressed  

surveys. 

14.8 Combined Effects  The rationale for the assessment of 

combined effects is clearly established 

and distinguished from the assessment 

of cumulative effects. The potential 

combined effects for socio-economics 

set out in the summary table (Table 

17.1) include potential indirect effects on 

businesses which could be affected by 

any downturn in the number of local 

visitors. In line with comments above, 

the Councils assume that any such 

effects would be measured and 

assessed at the level of individually 

affected receptors. 

Combined effects are presented in Chapter 21 

(Document 5.21).  

14.9 Summary  In general, the proposed approach to 

the socio-economic assessment as set 

out in Chapter 14 of the Scoping Report 

is considered to be appropriate. There 

are some areas where the Councils 

would suggest that the approach could 

Please refer to the relevant responses above in addition a 

draft of Chapter 17 Socio-economics (Document 5.17) 

was shared with stakeholders and Appendix 5.3 

(Document 5.5.2.3) sets out how the comments received 

have been addressed. 
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be strengthened further. In particular, 

further consideration could be given to 

the approach to the identification of 

receptors, the scope and purpose of 

business and tourist surveys, and the 

approach to measuring and assessing 

the potentials effect on tourism and 

tourist industry employment. 

Agriculture  

 Reference is made to the Land Use and 

Agriculture chapter of the ES, however 

the scoping report only covers 

Agriculture at this time. If land uses such 

as open space are not being covered by 

other chapters, it is recommended that 

the scope of this chapter is widened to 

include other land uses as well as 

agriculture. 

The Chapter 18 Agriculture (Document 5.18) assess the 

potential effects on agricultural land uses and Chapter 17 

Socio-economics (Document 5.17) considers effects on 

non-agricultural land-use including green space, PRoWs, 

and other tourism and recreational resources. 

15.1 Legislation and Policy The applicant appears to have reviewed 

all the relevant legislation and policy, 

The Chapter 18 Agriculture (Document 5.18) assess the 

potential effects on agricultural land uses and Chapter 17 
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Context  however without knowing the exact 

scope of this chapter there are some 

outstanding queries particularly in 

relation to NPS EN-1: 

NPS EN-1 section 5.10 also refers to 

the protection of other land uses 

including open space, green 

infrastructure and Green Belt. It is not 

clear if these will be considered within 

the Agriculture chapter or a different 

chapter; 

NPS EN-1 para 5.10.6 refers to the 

need to take account of proposed new 

developments or land uses. It is not 

clear if these will be considered within 

the Agriculture chapter or a different 

chapter; 

NPS EN-1 para 5.10.12 provides useful 

context in stating that underground and 

overhead lines can sometimes be 

Socio-economics (Document 5.17) considers effects on 

non-agricultural land-use including green space, PRoWs, 

and other tourism and recreational resources. 
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considered as appropriate development 

within the Green Belt where there are no 

adverse effects. 

If additional land uses are to be 

considered within this chapter, the 

review of relevant policy will also need 

to be widened. 

The Chapter 18 Agriculture (Document 5.18) assess the 

potential effects on agricultural land uses and Chapter 17 

Socio-economics (Document 5.17) considers effects on 

non-agricultural land-use including green space, PRoWs, 

and other tourism and recreational resources. Planning 

policy relevant to agriculture is set out in section 2 of 

Chapter 18 Agriculture (Document 5.18) and in Appendix 

18.3 Local Planning Policy (Document 5.18.2.3).  

15.2 Consultation  Consultation thus far has been limited to 

data requests from the Welsh 

Government, which is responsible for 

the Agriculture Environment Scheme 

(AES) within Wales. 

This comment has been noted.  Chapter 5 EIA 

Consultation (Document 5.5) and Appendix 18.2 

(Document 5.18.2.2) summarises the consultation and 

engagement that has taken please in the preparation of 

Chapter 18 Agriculture (Document 5.18).  

Para 15.3.3 states that as the project 

progresses, further consultation will be 

required. It is recommended that this 

includes consultation with all potentially 

Chapter 5 EIA Consultation (Document 5.5) and 

Appendix 18.2 (Document 5.18.2.2) summarises the 

consultation and engagement that has taken please in the 
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effected landowners to understand the 

ways in which land is used and potential 

mitigation measures. It is unclear as to 

what consultation with the Councils will 

be undertaken prior to DCO application 

and further clarity on a forward 

programme for engagement would be 

welcome. 

preparation of Chapter 18 Agriculture (Document 5.18).  

The study area for landholdings has considered the larger 

farming units (all land owned and/or tenanted by a 

business or farming enterprise; both within and without 

the Order Limits) for all land parcels identified within the 

Order Limits.  Information pertaining to landholdings was 

identified following consultations with the landowners as 

set out in Appendix 18.1 (Document 5.18.2.1).  

15.3 Study Area  The study area comprises a 100m wide 

area around the route centreline, plus a 

100m buffer to either side. Given that 

NPS EN-5 states that a 400kV 

underground line can disturb land up to 

40m, the stated study area is 

considered appropriate. 

This comment has been noted and the study area is 

described in section 6 of Chapter 18 Agriculture 

(Document 5.18). 

15.4 Baseline Environment  Determination of the baseline 

environment has thus far been based 

upon secondary data sources (ADAS 

Provisional Agricultural Land 

Classification Sheet 1977, and Soil 

A detailed desk based survey has been undertaken 

across all land within the study area to provide the relative 

proportions of ALC Grades 1, 2, Subgrade 3a, 3b, Grades 

4 and 5.  In addition, soil surveys have been completed in 

areas of permanent land take, allowing an assessment of 
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Survey of England and Wales 1984) and 

a site familiarisation visit. It is 

recommended that as the project 

progresses, further site visits and 

consultations are undertaken with 

individual landowners (see 16.2 above). 

the scale of both the temporary and permanent loss of 

BMV and non-BMV land within the study area. 

Information pertaining to landholdings was identified 

following consultations with the landowners as set out in 

Appendix 18.1 (Document 5.18.2.1). 

Certain gaps remain in the baseline 

data, including the exact location of AES 

land parcels and the confirmed location 

of BMV agricultural land. 

Both AES and BMV have been assessed the results of 

which are presented in section 9 of Chapter 18 Agriculture 

(Document 5.18).  A draft of Chapter 18 Agriculture 

(Document 5.18) was shared with stakeholders and 

Appendix 5.3 (Document 5.5.2.3) sets out how the 

comments received have been addressed. 

It is noted that no baseline data is 

available for the proposed underground 

crossing of the Menai Strait as details 

are yet to be confirmed. 

Baseline data is set out in section 7 of Chapter 18 

Agriculture (Document 5.18). 

The assessment of the future baseline is 

still an important element of this chapter 

as approved planning consents could 

lead to the loss of agricultural land 

Future baseline predications are set out in section 7.2 of 

Chapter 18 Agriculture (Document 5.18). 
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through change of use. 

15.5 Proposed Assessment 

Method  

The proposed methodology is split into 

six assessment categories: 

Agricultural land quality – the criteria for 

determining magnitude of change are 

based on best practice as set out in the 

former Town and Country Planning 

(General Development Procedure) 

Order 1995 and the soil surveying 

methodology will consist of a site 

walkover and soil survey to determine 

ALC grading; 

Agricultural land use – this category 

focuses on the impacts of temporary 

and permanent development on 

agricultural land, and it is acknowledged 

that arable land would be more sensitive 

to these operations than pastoral land. 

Particular attention should be paid to 

maintaining appropriate access to 

The methodology for assessing the effects is presented in 

section 4 of Chapter 18 Agriculture (Document 5.18) 

which described the criteria for assessing the loss of 

agricultural land, soil resources, landholdings, AES and 

land drainage.  
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farmland, where the effects may extend 

beyond the boundary of the farmland: 

Landholding – this category focuses on 

the loss of agricultural land holdings, 

and it is recommended that the 

sensitivity of the resource takes into 

account factors such as the ability of the 

holding to absorb change and the 

availability of alternative holdings. The 

criteria for low magnitude in table 15.3 

should be between 1% and 4% (not 1% 

and 5%) to avoid duplication between 

categories; 

Soil resources – this category focuses 

on the effects on soil resources through 

disturbance and landtake. It is assumed 

that soil sensitivity would be determined 

through the proposed surveys. The 

criteria for low magnitude in table 15.3 

should be 49% to 5% (not 50% to 5%) 
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to avoid duplication between categories; 

Drainage – this category focuses on the 

effects on agricultural land drainage. It is 

recommended that the assessment 

method and implementation of 

mitigation measures are aligned with the 

FRA to ensure a consistent approach to 

the assessment of water and drainage 

effects; 

Agri-Environment Schemes (AES) – this 

category focuses on the potential 

change of eligibility of land for AES. It is 

noted that the assessment will be 

closely aligned with the Socioeconomic 

and Ecological assessments. 

It is noted that there is no defined 

criteria or policy guidance for several of 

the proposed methodologies, and it is 

recommended that regard is therefore 

had to other NSIP EIA examples to 

The methodology for assessing the effects is presented in 

section 4 of Chapter 18 Agriculture (Document 5.18).   
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understand best practice in this 

category. 

It is recommended that the assessment 

method also covers potential amenity 

effects, for example if a farm is affected 

by a combination of significant 

environmental effects this could have an 

adverse effect on livestock and the 

viability of the agricultural land. 

The amenity assessment is presented in Chapter 17 

Socio-economics (Document 5.17) and Appendix 17.1 

(Document 5.17.2.1). 

15.6 Potential Effects  The identification of potential effects is 

high level at this stage and is not 

attributed to particular locations or 

resources. 

This comment is noted.  Potential effects and mitigation 

and residual effects are presented in sections 8 and 9 of 

Chapter 18 Agriculture (Document 5.18) respectively.  

The scoping of effects as set out in 

Appendix 15.3 is considered appropriate 

at this stage. Further evidence based 

scoping is expected as the assessment 

is advanced. 

This comment is noted and the scope of the assessment 

has been presented in section 3 of Chapter 18 Agriculture 

(Document 5.18). 

15.7 Cumulative Effects  The assessment of cumulative effects Intra-project effects are set out in Chapter 19 Intra-project 
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includes the assessment of intra and 

inter project effects. The intra project 

effects should include consideration of 

the potential amenity effects as 

discussed in section 15.5 above. 

cumulative effects (Document 5.19).  Inter-project effects 

are assessed in section 10 of Chapter 18 Agriculture 

(Document 5.18) and Chapter 20 Inter-project cumulative 

effects (Document 5.20). 

The amenity assessment is presented in Chapter 17 

Socio-economics (Document 5.17) and Appendix 17.1 

(Document 5.17.2.1). 

It is recommended that the inter project 

effects includes consideration of both 

planning consents and planning 

allocations to ensure all key 

developments are considered. 

Inter-project effects are assessed in section 10 of Chapter 

18 Agriculture (Document 5.18) and Chapter 20 Inter-

project cumulative effects (Document 5.20). 

15.8 Combined Effects  At this stage no significant combined 

effects are considered likely as the ALC 

grade of agricultural land within the 

Wider Works areas is predominantly 

Grade 4 (poor quality) or Grade 5 (very 

poor quality). 

Combined effects are presented in Chapter 21 

(Document 5.21). 
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15.9 Summary  The proposed approach to assessment 

of effects on Agriculture appears to be in 

accordance with the relevant legislation, 

guidance and best practice. The 

Councils seek clarity on whether this 

chapter will also cover wider land uses 

and if so an accompanying methodology 

would be required for these non-

agricultural resources. 

A draft of Chapter 18 Agriculture (Document 5.18) was 

shared with stakeholders and Appendix 5.3 (Document 

5.5.2.3) sets out how the comments received have been 

addressed. 

Electric and Magnetic Fields  

 National Grid has set out the legislative 

and policy context for the assessment of 

electric and magnetic fields in Chapter 

16 of the scoping report and proposed 

that on the basis of compliance with 

legislation, the assessment of 

Electromagnetic Fields (EMF) and 

Electromagnetic Compatibility (EMC) be 

excluded from the EIA on the basis that 

not significant likely effects are 

This comment is noted.  Paragraph 3.51 of the Scoping 

Opinion states: 

On the basis that evidence is provided demonstrating that 

the specifications for the overhead line, SECs and 

underground cable (including tunnel head housing) 

comply with the regulatory thresholds, that significant 

effects are unlikely and the Secretary of State agrees that 

EMFs can be scoped out of the EIA.  The Secretary of 

Stage welcomes the proposal to include a separate EMF 

document with the DCO application which will satisfy the 
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anticipated. requirement of NPS EN-5 and include evaluations of the 

EMFs that would be produced.  

This report is provided as Document 5.25. 

This chapter of the Scoping Report 

therefore does not include a scope and 

methodology for the assessment of 

electric and magnetic fields. 

This comment is noted  

It is accepted the impacts arising from 

EMC can be scoped out, providing that 

evidence is provided demonstrating that 

the specifications for the overhead line, 

sealing end compounds, and 

underground cable (including tunnel 

head housing) comply with regulatory 

thresholds. 

This report is provided as Document 5.25. 

National Grid proposes that a stand-

alone assessment of EMFs is provided 

alongside the EIA. The Councils are 

unclear on the justification for excluding 

Please refer to the responses to the Secretary of States 

Scoping Opinion paragraphs 3.50 to 3.52 in Table 1 

above.  
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the assessment from the EIA, given that 

EMF has previously been incorporated 

into the EIA for similar NSIPs (including 

Hinkley Point C Connections Project) 

and expect to be consulted on the scope 

of this assessment in further detail. It is 

also considered essential that the 

assessment of EMFs be incorporated 

into a Health Impact Assessment. The 

Councils envisage that National Grid 

provide a Health Impact Assessment 

irrespective of whether or not this is 

regarded as a statutory requirement. 

This is seen as essential to allay 

legitimate concerns from the general 

public, and to be very much in the spirit 

of the new Well-being of Future 

Generations (Wales) Act 2015. 

Statement of Combined Effects  

 National Grid propose to assess the 

impacts of the Wider Works through a 

Chapter 21 (Document 5.21) presents the statement of 
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Statement of Combined Effects which is 

to be appended as a chapter to the ES 

for the Project. 

combined effects with the Wider Works.  

To date, insufficient detail has been 

provided to the Councils of the nature, 

scope and timing of these works in order 

to allow this proposed approach to be 

assessed, commented on, or agreed. 

Due to that failure on the part of 

National Grid to agree this mechanism 

with the Councils the Councils must 

reserve their position on his approach at 

this time until sufficient information can 

be provided. 

Chapter 21 (Document 5.21) presents the statement of 

combined effects with the Wider Works.  A draft of this 

chapter was provided with the PEIR and as part of the 

stakeholder review of the draft ES and Appendix 5.2 

(Document 5.5.2.2) and Appendix 5.3 (Document 

5.5.2.3) respectively set out how the comments received 

have been addressed. 

In the absence of sufficient information, 

and the absence of an agreed position 

on the route to consent for the elements 

of the Project that are currently indicated 

as being included within the DCO 

application, the Councils are only able to 

comment at this stage that if any 

Chapter 21 (Document 5.21) presents the statement of 

combined effects with the Wider Works.  A draft of this 

chapter was provided with the PEIR and as part of the 

stakeholder review of the draft ES and Appendix 5.2 

(Document 5.5.2.2) and Appendix 5.3 (Document 

5.5.2.3) respectively set out how the comments received 
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elements of the North Wales Connection 

Project (in its widest sense) that are 

currently considered to be consented as 

part of the DCO application 

subsequently fall to be consented as 

separate TCPA applications, there will 

be a mismatch between the way in 

which such elements will be considered 

under the EIA regime compared with 

these elements of the Wider Works. 

Both would be outside the DCO, but in 

the case of the former their effects will 

be considered in detail within the ES for 

the DCO, whereas the latter will only be 

considered as part of the assessment of 

combined effects proposed at this 

chapter 17. 

have been addressed. 

The implications of such an approach 

would have to be considered on a case 

by case basis, and the Councils must 

therefore reserve their position until 

such a time as the scope of the 

Chapter 21 (Document 5.21) presents the statement of 

combined effects with the Wider Works.  A draft of this 

chapter was provided with the PEIR and as part of the 

stakeholder review of the draft ES and Appendix 5.2 

(Document 5.5.2.2) and Appendix 5.3 (Document 
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applicant’s DCO submission is settled 

and agreed with the Councils as part of 

the proposed MoU on the subject as 

referred to previously within this section. 

5.5.2.3) respectively set out how the comments received 

have been addressed. 
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Issues which should be considered in the Environmental Impact 

Assessment: 

 The erection of an additional series of 400kV pylons will 

certainly transform the Mechell Community Council area into 

an industrial landscape with detrimental effects on the 

environment.  The impact of the change to the landscape on 

the local tourist industry should also be realistically assessed. 

The potential effects on landscape character are 

assessment in Chapter 7 Landscape (Document 5.7) 

and potential effects on tourism are assessed in Chapter 

17 Socio-economics (Document 5.17).  

 EMFs – More local residents will live within EMFs and some 

will be much more intensely affected as they will be close to 

two lines. The assessment should include evidence that living 

within EMFs is completely safe and, if this is not possible, the 

Precautionary Principle should be adopted. 

National Grid takes the issue of health very seriously. 

UK Government acts on the scientific advice from Public 

Health England, which has responsibility for advising on 

non-ionising radiation protection, including power-

frequency fields.   

UK Government based on this advice have a clear 

policy on EMFs, which is incorporated into NPS EN-5, 

on the exposure limits and other policies they expect to 

see applied.  Practical details of how the policy is to be 

implemented are contained in Codes of Practice agreed 

between industry and Government.  

An EMF Report (Document 5.25) has been produced 

and included as part of the DCO Application.  The report 
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sets out compliance with the requirements of NPS EN-5.   

As this is a compliance issue (i.e. the design is either 

compliant, or it is not), it does not lend itself to 

assessment in the form typically used for EIA, where 

there are typically gradations of magnitude and 

sensitivity to consider.  For this reason it was scoped out 

of the EIA. 
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Introduction  

2 As identified in section 1.1.5 the proposed 

project may require a Marine Licence under 

Part 4 of the Marine and Coastal Access Act 

2009. The relevant EIA regulations for the 

purposes of a Marine Licence determination 

are the Marine Works (Environmental 

Impact Assessments) Regulations 2007 (as 

amended). We recommend that National 

Grid contact the Marine Licensing Team to 

request further pre-application advice and a 

scoping opinion under these regulations. 

This comment has been noted.  

3 The UK Marine Policy Statement should be 

considered as relevant policy for the aspects 

of the works in the UK marine area.  

National Grid should also be aware of the 

ongoing development of the Welsh National 

Marine Plan. 

Reference to this Policy Statement and Plan are included 

within the EIA where relevant.  

Approach and Method of the Environmental Impact Assessment  
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4 We advise that a holistic approach should 

be undertaken to the cumulative 

assessment that covers the whole lifecycle 

of the development. The assessment of the 

potential cumulative and in-combination 

effects of the Grid connection project with 

other existing or reasonably foreseeable 

projects and will be required to be set out in 

the ES. The applicant should set out in the 

ES where impacts from consequential or 

cumulative development have been 

identified, and how it is intend to assess 

these effects in the ES. Where uncertainty 

remains about Grid Connection project 

details, the applicant should assume worst 

case scenario. Where there are associated 

works that are subject to separate EIA the 

cumulative effects from the various 

associated works themselves and the main 

project should be assessed. 

Intra-project effects are set out in Chapter 19 Intra-project 

cumulative effects (Document 5.19).  Inter-project effects are 

assessed in section 10 of each technical chapter (Documents 

5.7 to 5.18) and Chapter 20 Inter-project cumulative effects 

(Document 5.20). 

The residual effects presented in section 9 of each of the 

technical chapters (Documents 5.7 to 5.18) have assessed 

the lifecycle of the Proposed Development and assumed a 

worst case therefore theses has been taken through to both 

Chapter 19 (Document 5.19)and Chapter 20 (Document 

5.20). 

5 Section 6.2.16 to 6.2.18 of the report 

discusses Habitats Regulations Assessment 

Chapter 5 EIA Consultation (Document 5.5) summarises the 

consultation and engagement that has been undertaken in 
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and we note the statement ‘Information to 

support a Habitats Regulations (HRA) 

screening assessment’. NRW advise that 

the applicant consult NRW on the 

preparation of their No Significant Effects 

Report (NSER) or Habitats Regulations 

Assessment Report (HRA Report). We refer 

you to our comments in points 23-24 below 

for further advice in relation to HRAs. 

relation to the EIA including the HRA.  A draft of the No 

Significant Effects Report (NSER) was provided for stakeholder 

review and Appendix 5.3 (Document 5.5.2.3) sets out how 

comments have been addressed.  

The draft was prior to publication of the Court of Justice of the 

European Union’s ruling on Case C323/17 (People over Wind, 

Peter Sweetman v Coillte Teoranta).  This ruling has resulted 

in a fundamental change to the approach previously taken in 

respect of the use of avoidance and reduction measures when 

screening for likely significant effects and therefore whether it 

is necessary to undertake appropriate assessment.  In the draft 

of this report it had been possible to identify avoidance and 

reduction measures to address all likely significant effects, and 

the report was therefore issued in the form of a “No Significant 

Effects Report”.  However, following this ruling a number of 

potential effects that would previously have been screened out 

have been taken through to Appropriate Assessment stage. As 

such this report is now issued as a “Habitat Regulations 

Assessment Report” (Document 5.23).  

Landscape and Visual Assessment  
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6. Figure 5.1 the landscape constraints plan, 

does not include the Dinorwig Landscape of 

Outstanding Historic Interest. We 

recommend that this is amended so that the 

landscape constraints plan includes the 

Dinorwig Landscape of Outstanding Historic 

Interest. 

Landscapes of Outstanding Historic Interest have been taken 

into account where relevant in assessing the relative landscape 

value of VSAAs this is presented in Chapter 7 Landscape 

(Document 5.7).  

Landscape of Outstanding Historic Interest have been 

assessed in Chapter 10 Historic Environment (Document 

5.10) and are illustrated on Figure 10.7 (Document 5.10.1.7).  

7 We agree with the proposed approach taken 

to the visual assessment within the defined 

study area but with scope to include 

sensitive viewpoints beyond. This area 

would allow the visual context of the 

development to be appropriately considered 

and assessed. 

This comment has been noted.  

8 The assessment of impacts on the AONB 

will need to consider the physical and visual 

effects upon the area’s Natural Beauty - the 

scenic quality, distinctiveness, sense of 

place and special qualities of the area. The 

AONB management plan sets out special 

The approach to the assessment of effects on the setting of 

Nationally designated landscapes including consideration of 

the special qualities of the designated landscape is set out in 

sections 4.2.13 to 4.2.26 of Chapter 7 Landscape (Document 

5.7).  
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qualities that it seeks to conserve and 

enhance. These are often elements, 

features and attributes that the landscape 

contains, which contribute to character. The 

ES will need to demonstrate through its 

Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment 

(LVIA) and development proposals how it 

has positively addressed the special 

qualities of the AONB and explain the 

iterative design process taken to minimising 

adverse effects. 

9. Overall, the proposed approach to applying 

the GLVIA3 (Guidelines for Landscape and 

Visual Impact Assessment, 3rd edition, 

2013) methodology is thorough. An 

assessment table for Landscape 

Susceptibility has been set out in Appendix 

5.1. The proposed assessment adequately 

applies LANDMAP within the framework of 

GLVIA3 factors for identifying Valued 

Landscapes (GLVIA3 table 5.1). 

This comment has been noted.  
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10 We trust that LANDMAP data supported by 

site assessment and verification will be 

applied here. We recommend that the ES 

states where LANDMAP has been accepted 

as an accurate record of the landscape 

baseline or if there was a need to 

supplement /update the baseline by another 

method. 

The assessment of effects on landscape character is based on 

LANDMAP Visual and Sensory Aspect Areas (VSAAs).  The 

results are reported accordingly in section 9 and summarised 

in section 11 of Chapter 7 Landscape (Document 5.7).  These 

results are also cross referenced to the Anglesey and 

Gwynedd Landscape Character Areas (LCAs) for information; 

this is presented in Appendix 7.3 (Document 5.7.2.3).   

11 We consider the proposed generic types of 

viewpoints for assessment including all 

sensitive viewpoints within 1km of the 

proposed development; representative 

viewpoints within 1 to 3 km of the proposed 

development and valued views lying beyond 

3 km to be generally acceptable. If however 

views of the proposed development are 

found to be inter-visible with the Snowdonia 

skyline, or AONB skyline of Mynyd Bodafon 

within the 1km to 3km zone, we recommend 

that these are also captured in the visual 

and/or cumulative assessments. 

The viewpoints are presented in Appendix 8.2 Viewpoint 

Assessment (Document 5.8.2.2) and representative 

viewpoints from these locations have been included.  A draft of 

the viewpoint assessment was provided for stakeholder review 

and Appendix 5.3(Document 5.5.2.3) sets out how comments 

have been addressed.  
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12 Details of the LVIA and CLVIA viewpoints to 

be assessed and requirements for 

visualisations have not been made available 

at this stage and we await consultation on 

these. 

A draft of Appendix 8.2 Viewpoint Assessment (Document 

5.8.2.2) was provided for stakeholder review and Appendix 

5.3(Document 5.5.2.3) sets out how comments have been 

addressed. 

13 The methodology for the Cumulative 

Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment 

(CLVIA) is acceptable. 

This comment has been noted. 

14 Chapter 4 covers the scope of the baseline 

for the cumulative assessment. Table 4.6 

Major Developments to be considered in the 

Inter-Project CEA is the only section to 

explicitly name projects that will be included. 

The CLVIA needs to include the existing 

400kV overhead line specifically referred to 

in this section as well. 

Inter-project effects are assessed in section 10 of each 

Chapter 7 Landscape (Documents 5.7) and Chapter 8 Visual 

Assessment (Document 5.8) and Chapter 20 Inter-project 

cumulative effects (Document 5.20). Drafts of these chapters 

were provided for stakeholder review and Appendix 

5.3(Document 5.5.2.3) sets out how comments have been 

addressed. 

 

15 We concur with the range of receptors 

presented to be scoped in and out of the 

assessment in Appendix 5.3 landscape and 

This comment has been noted.  
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visual scoping summary table. 

Ecology and Nature Conservation 

16  Table 6.3a to 6.3f of the report lists statutory 

protected sites within the study area. Due to 

the lack of detail supplied we cannot rule out 

any of the sites listed at this stage as they 

may potentially be impacted by the works. 

These sites include European sites (e.g. 

Special Areas of Conservation - SACs), 

Special Protection Areas (SPAs) and 

Ramsar sites) protected under the 

Conservation of Habitats and Species 

Regulations 2010 (as amended) and 

nationally protected sites (e.g. Sites of 

Special Scientific Interest (SSSI)) protected 

under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 

(as amended). 

Chapter 9 Ecology and Nature Conservation (Document 5.9) 

and Appendix 9.2 (Document 5.9.2.2) details the designated 

sites that have been considered and assessed.  Drafts of these 

documents were provided for stakeholder review and Appendix 

5.3(Document 5.5.2.3) sets out how comments have been 

addressed. 

 

17 Section 6.2.16 refers to the creation of a 

document titled - ‘Information to support a 

Habitats Regulations (HRA) screening 

Chapter 5 EIA Consultation (Document 5.5) summarises the 

consultation and engagement that has been undertaken in 

relation to the EIA including the HRA.  A draft of the No 
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assessment document’. NRW agree that 

continued and close liaison should occur 

regarding the structure and content of this 

document. 

Significant Effects Report (NSER) was provided for stakeholder 

review and Appendix 5.3 (Document 5.5.2.3) sets out how 

comments have been addressed.  

The draft was prior to publication of the Court of Justice of the 

European Union’s ruling on Case C323/17 (People over Wind, 

Peter Sweetman v Coillte Teoranta).  This ruling has resulted 

in a fundamental change to the approach previously taken in 

respect of the use of avoidance and reduction measures when 

screening for likely significant effects and therefore whether it 

is necessary to undertake appropriate assessment.  In the draft 

of this report it had been possible to identify avoidance and 

reduction measures to address all likely significant effects, and 

the report was therefore issued in the form of a “No Significant 

Effects Report”.  However, following this ruling a number of 

potential effects that would previously have been screened out 

have been taken through to Appropriate Assessment stage. As 

such this report is now issued as a “Habitat Regulations 

Assessment Report” (Document 5.23). 

18 We note that table 6.2 states “all reasonable 

efforts will made during the further routing 

alignment work to avoid effects on 

This comment has been noted and comments provided have 

been incorporated as appropriate. 
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designated sites where possible, including 

through micro-siting during detailed design 

once at that stage.” NRW can provide 

advice on further information provided to 

seek to reduce avoid or mitigate negative 

impacts of the Proposed Project on 

designated sites. 

19 The ES should detail appropriate mitigation 

measures for avoiding or reducing impacts 

on all SSSI’s. Where damage to the SSSI 

features cannot be avoided, the ES should 

demonstrate how all alternatives have been 

fully considered. Where damage to the SSSI 

is considered likely despite full consideration 

of avoidance and mitigation measures, then 

the ES should specify possible 

compensation measures (including 

measures to ensure long-term site security 

and management) in order to offset the 

damage. 

Section 9 of Chapter 9 Ecology and Nature Conservation 

(Document 5.9) sets out the mitigation and residual effects on 

SSSIs within the study area and the Schedule of Mitigation 

(Document 5.28) details where each mitigation measure is 

secured.   
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20 Llyn Alaw SSSI - the features of this site 

include “Several species of over-wintering 

wildfowl”. Whooper swan are included in this 

group and overhead wires are known to 

pose a risk to large birds such as these. 

Table 6.2 indicates Surveys are being 

conducted for a range of species including 

bird surveys. NRW have not been consulted 

on the vantage points selected for the 

survey of the whooper swans. Considering 

that 2 years of survey may potentially be 

required, we recommend that the applicant 

reviews the site selection of vantage points 

with NRW to give the best chance of 

obtaining sufficient information needed to 

inform assessment and decisions. 

Chapter 5 EIA Consultation (Document 5.5) summarises the 

consultation and engagement that has been undertaken in 

relation to ecology and nature conservation.  A draft of Chapter 

9 Ecology and Nature Conservation (Document 5.9) and 

Appendix 9.15 Ornithological Assessment Report (Document 

5.9.2.15) (Document 5.5.2.3) were provided for stakeholder 

review and Appendix 5.3 (Document 5.5.2.3) sets out how 

comments have been addressed.  

21 Menai Strait and Conway Bay SAC and 

SSSIs – The last point in Section 9.7.24 of 

the report states that “. The method of 

crossing has yet to be confirmed, and 

therefore the need/layout for tunnel head 

compounds and sealing end compounds is 

This comment has been noted.  The Menai Strait and Conway 

Bay SAC would be crossed using a tunnel and the location of 

the tunnel and associated THH/CSECs are described in 

Chapter 3 Description of the Proposed Development 

(Document 5.3).  A draft of the assessment was provided for 

stakeholder review and Appendix 5.3 (Document 5.5.2.3) sets 
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to be confirmed.” Options that don’t involve 

operations, disturbance or the introduction 

of structures within protected sites are likely 

to have least impact upon them but beyond 

this we won’t comment further until more 

specific information is available. We 

recommend early liaison with NRW if these 

sites are likely to be affected. 

out how comments have been addressed. 

22 Anglesey Fens SAC, Anglesey and Llyn 

Fens Ramsar Site and Caeau Talwrn SSSI 

– With regard to Section 9.3.4 We note that 

National Grid are suggesting NRW has 

expressed a preference concerning this site. 

We have not indicated a preference, but 

have given information that would help 

National Grid develop proposals to minimise 

potential effects. Our earlier advice to the 

stage 2 consultation response 

(DH/RN/15001 – 16th December 2015) was 

that: “We have already provided National 

Grid with some information about the 

distribution of feature vegetation within the 

The Consultation Report (Document 6.1) sets out how 

feedback from Stages One and Two Consultation have been 

taken into account in the evolution of the Proposed 

Development.  
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sites and discussions at stakeholder 

workshops have suggested it may be 

possible to develop an alignment that 

passes through them without significant 

effect, or without an adverse effect on site 

integrity (See The Conservation of Habitats 

and Species Regulations 2010, Regulation 

61 as well as the European Habitats 

Directive 92/43/EEC referred to in the 

report’s Appendix F, paragraphs F8 and 

F11). However, as any plan or project that 

might affect these sites will have to be 

undertaken in compliance with the 

appropriate legislation, we recommend that 

if there is a likelihood of such options being 

pursued, detailed information concerning 

potential pylon locations and the methods by 

which they would be installed should be 

provided as early in the consultation process 

as possible so that effects and their likely 

level of significance can be assessed.” 
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23 Please note that, as the proposal may have 

implications for SAC/SPA/Ramsar sites, the 

Secretary of State (SoS) will need to carry 

out a test of likely significant effects (either 

alone or in-combination) under Regulation 

61 of the Conservation of Habitats and 

Species Regulations 2010 (as amended) 

before determining the planning application. 

If that assessment concludes there is likely 

to be a significant effect, we can advise on 

the further, appropriate assessment that 

would be required under the Regulations. 

We are ready to advise on the assessment 

when the plans are sufficiently developed 

A Habitat Regulations Assessment Report (Document 5.23) 

has been proved with the DCO Application. 

24 To support the assessment under the 

Conservation of Habitats and Species 

Regulations the ES will need to identify 

impact pathways for protected sites, clearly 

assess the possible levels of impact and, 

where impacts are likely, should provide full 

details of appropriate mitigation measures to 

address those impacts. NRW can provide 

A Habitat Regulations Assessment Report (Document 5.23) 

has been proved with the DCO Application. 

Chapter 5 EIA Consultation (Document 5.5) summarises the 

consultation and engagement that has been undertaken in 

relation to the EIA including the HRA.  A draft of the No 

Significant Effects Report (NSER) was provided for stakeholder 

review and Appendix 5.3 (Document 5.5.2.3) sets out how 
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further advice with regard to predicted 

impacts or on the suitability of mitigation 

measures. As mentioned above, we advise 

that the applicant consult NRW on the 

preparation of their No Significant Effects 

Report (NSER) or HRA Report (i.e. 

Statements to Inform HRA). We recommend 

that the applicant seeks to agree with NRW 

in advance the information that will be 

needed to inform the assessment. 

comments have been addressed.  

The draft was prior to publication of the Court of Justice of the 

European Union’s ruling on Case C323/17 (People over Wind, 

Peter Sweetman v Coillte Teoranta).  This ruling has resulted 

in a fundamental change to the approach previously taken in 

respect of the use of avoidance and reduction measures when 

screening for likely significant effects and therefore whether it 

is necessary to undertake appropriate assessment.  In the draft 

of this report it had been possible to identify avoidance and 

reduction measures to address all likely significant effects, and 

the report was therefore issued in the form of a “No Significant 

Effects Report”.  However, following this ruling a number of 

potential effects that would previously have been screened out 

have been taken through to Appropriate Assessment stage. As 

such this report is now issued as a “Habitat Regulations 

Assessment Report” (Document 5.23). 

25 Section 6.6 provides a summary of how 

species surveys that are underway and 

ongoing will be completed with respect to 

protected species. Bats, great crested newts 

(GCNs) and otters are European Protected 

Information regarding the need for EPS licences is included in 

Chapter 9 Ecology and Nature Conservation (Document 5.9) 

and the Biodiversity Mitigation Strategy (Document 7.7). 
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Species (EPS) protected under the 

Conservation of Habitats and Species 

Regulations 2010 (as amended) and the 

Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as 

amended). Where a European protected 

species is likely to be affected, a 

development may only proceed under a 

licence issued by NRW having satisfied the 

three requirements set out in the legislation. 

These require that the proposal 

demonstrates that there is no satisfactory 

alternative and the action authorised will not 

be detrimental to the maintenance of the 

population of the species concerned at a 

favourable conservation status in its natural 

range. In addition, the development works to 

be authorised must be for the purposes of 

preserving public health or safety, or for 

other imperative reasons of overriding public 

interest, including those of a social or 

economic nature and beneficial 

consequences of primary importance for the 
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environment. 

26 We advise that the ES should clearly set out 

any effects on protected species and, where 

adverse effects are identified, should 

propose and deliver appropriate mitigation 

and/or compensation schemes to ensure 

that there is no detriment to the 

maintenance of the population concerned at 

a Favourable Conservation Status. 

Section 9 of Chapter 9 Ecology and Nature Conservation 

(Document 5.9) sets out the mitigation and residual effects on 

protected species with the study area and the Schedule of 

Mitigation (Document 5.28) details where each of the 

mitigation measures are secured.  

27 Water voles, red squirrels and Schedule 1 

listed birds are protected under the Wildlife 

and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended). 

This comment has been noted and addressed in the chapter as 

appropriate.  

28 Section 6.6.112 Ecological impact 

assessment methodology states that “the 

EIA will assess the value of the nature 

conservation resource, where this is 

evaluated below a local level, this may or 

may not be considered further, depending 

on the extent and relationship with other 

features.” This assessment should include 

Section 9 of Chapter 9 Ecology and Nature Conservation 

(Document 5.9) sets out the mitigation and residual effects on 

protected species with the study area and the Schedule of 

Mitigation (Document 5.28) details where each of the 

mitigation measures are secured. 
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all the protected species referred to in our 

point 25 & 27 above. We note that further 

protected species surveys are proposed in 

2016 and the results will inform the ES. 

29 We advise that depending upon effects on 

any protected species the ES may need to 

include provisions concerning ecological 

compliance audit requirements. We 

anticipate that the EIA will propose key 

performance indicator for assessing 

compliance with proposed method 

statements, planning conditions and licence 

conditions. 

The ECoW will be responsible for setting out relevant 

compliance audits and performance indicators set out by 

section or method statement, and ensuring that these are 

undertaken and documented accordingly.  These will include 

items such as the following, and will include where the 

appropriate evidence and documentation (which can include 

the relevant SER entry) can be found;   

 relevant tool box talks given;  

 a suitably licensed or experienced ecologist has been in 

place to undertaken the appropriate tasks;  

 implementation of appropriate Method Statements has 

been undertaken;  

 required habitat retention and protection has been 

maintained;  

 required habitat creation has been undertaken and 

monitored as  
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 appropriate; and  

 appropriate biosecurity measures have been in place. 

This is set out in the Biodiversity Mitigation Strategy 

(Document 7.7) which is secured by Requirement 6 of the 

draft DCO (Document 2.1). 

30 Please note that NRW has not considered 

or commented on possible effects on all 

species and habitats listed in section 6 and 

7 of the environment (Wales) Act 2016, or 

on the Local Biodiversity Action Plan or 

other local natural heritage interests 

(including reptiles). Please note however 

that the ES will need to include an 

assessment of these interests. 

This comment has been noted and these interests have been 

assessed as appropriate in Chapter 9 Ecology and Nature 

Conservation (Document 5.9).  A draft of the assessment was 

provided for stakeholder review and Appendix 5.3 (Document 

5.5.2.3) sets out how comments have been addressed. 

31 We consider biosecurity to be a material 

consideration owing to the nature and 

location of the proposal. NRW notes that no 

mention of Invasive Non-Native Species 

(INNS) has been presented within the 

scoping document. Biosecurity issues 

concern invasive non-native species (INNS) 

Section 10 of the CEMP (Document 7.4) sets out measures 

for control of INNS.  The CEMP (Document 7.4) is secured by 

Requirement 6 of the draft DCO (Document 2.1).  The CEMP 

sets out a requirement for an INNSMS to be produced which is 

secured by Requirement 7 of the draft DCO (Document 2.1). 
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and diseases. The proposed works have the 

potential to cause both the introduction and 

spread of INNS. We therefore advise that 

the provisions of the ES include a 

Biosecurity Risk Assessment, which will be 

implemented during all phases of the 

proposal including construction and 

decommissioning of the project. This 

information will also be required to inform 

the HRA. We anticipate that the Biosecurity 

Risk Assessment will detail: 

a. measures that will be undertaken to 

control and eradicate INNS within the 

area of works; 

b. measures or actions that aim to 

prevent INNS being introduced to the 

site for the duration of construction 

and demolition phases of the 

scheme. 

Geology  
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32 Paragraph 8.5.8 Wylfa to Rhosgoch states 

“that there are no significant potential 

current or historical contaminative land uses 

in this section of the corridor”. However, 

Investigations in connection with the new 

power station indicate that pockets of 

contamination may be present. Therefore 

depending on where the infrastructure 

commences there may be pockets of 

contamination at the Wylfa site. 

This comment has been noted.  Potentially current or historical 

contaminative land uses have been identified in section 7 of 

Chapter 11 Geology, Hydrogeology and Ground Conditions 

(Document 5.11). 

33 It is noted that construction and 

decommissioning could require dewatering 

to reduce flows to groundwater and 

abstractions and surface water bodies. If 

dewatering will be required at any stage of 

the development the operator should take 

note that the exemption from the 

requirement to hold a permit for dewatering 

is being removed by the Welsh Government 

although some exclusions will apply for 

some construction activities. 

This comment has been noted.  
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34 Section 2.7.8 states “The foundations of the 

pylons will be piled or excavated”. Where 

piling activities may be needed, depending 

on the extent and geological context, a 

“Foundation Works risk assessment” to 

protect groundwater may be required if the 

piling is through contaminated ground. See 

our advice in GP3 - page 191 on piling 

operations. 

This comment has been noted.  Measures to mitigate any 

potentially significant effects are identified in section 9 of 

Chapter 11 Geology, Hydrogeology and Ground Conditions 

(Document 5.11) and the Schedule of Mitigation (Document 

5.28) details where these mitigation measures are secured.  

35 Section 2.8.1 states that a “copper core with 

cross linked polyethylene (XLPE) insulation 

will be used for underground cables. 

However NRW would like to draw your 

attention to position statement C5 - 

Pipelines and high voltage fluid filled cables 

in GP3 our Groundwater Protection Policy. 

Therefore if any fluid filled cables are to be 

used, this should be addressed in any future 

submission. We would normally object to 

fluid filled cables that pass through 

groundwater protection zones 1 and 2 or 

alternatively where fluid filled cables are 

This comment has been noted.  The cables would be placed in 

a tunnel and any dewatering from the tunnel would be treated 

as appropriate prior to discharge.  
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placed below the water table. The position 

statement is available at 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/sys

tem/uploads/attachment_data/file/29734 

7/LIT_7660_9a3742.pdf  

36 Table 8.2 states that the advice from NRW 

has been recognised and will be adhered to 

when completing their assessments and will 

be reported in the ES: 

a. Follow the risk management 

framework provided in CLR11, Model 

Procedures for the Management of 

Land Contamination, when dealing 

with land affected by contamination. 

b. Follow the Environment Agency 

document 'Guiding Principles for 

Land Contamination' for the type of 

information that we require in order to 

assess risks to controlled waters from 

the site 

In relation to ground contamination the Environment Agency's 

‘Guiding Principles for Land Contamination’ (GPLC1, GPLC2 

and GPLC3) have been followed.    

A preliminary qualitative risk assessment has been undertaken 

based on the source-pathway-receptor methodology promoted 

by Defra and NRW in the report ‘Model Procedures for the 

Management of Land Contamination (CLR 11). 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/29734%207/LIT_7660_9a3742.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/29734%207/LIT_7660_9a3742.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/29734%207/LIT_7660_9a3742.pdf
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(https://www.gov.uk/government/publi

cations/managing-and-reducing-

landcontamination). The Local 

Authority can advise on risk to other 

receptors, such as human health. 

c. Follow the Groundwater protection: 

Principles and practice (GP3) 

37 One geological SSSI Sgistiau Glas Ynys 

Mon site is within section 5 West of Star to 

Pentir and also within the SEC of Anglesey 

North which could be affected by the works. 

As noted in point 18 above and table 6.2 of 

the scoping report: “all reasonable efforts 

will made during the further routing 

alignment work to avoid effects on 

designated sites where possible, including 

through micro-siting during detailed design 

once at that stage.” NRW can provide 

advice on further information provided to 

seek to reduce any effects of the Proposed 

Project on designated sites. The applicant 

This site is now outside of the study areas as the Proposed 

Development has been refined since scoping.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/managing-and-reducing-landcontamination
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/managing-and-reducing-landcontamination
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/managing-and-reducing-landcontamination
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should be aware that NRW is undertaking a 

review of GCR sites in the area, including 

the areas currently identified as Regionally 

Important Geological Sites (RIGS) along the 

north west coastline of the site. 

38 With regard to the existing RIGS sites, we 

recommend that you liaise with Anglesey 

Geopark (GeoMon), Gwynedd & Mon RIGS 

Group, and relevant geologists from British 

Geological Survey, National Museum Wales 

for further advice.  

This comment has been noted.  

Water Quality, Resources and Flood Risk  

39 We agree that the approach taken to scope 

existing flood risk and future risks 

associated with new grid connection as per 

Chapter 9 (Water Quality, Resource and 

Flood Risk) is acceptable. It is agreed that 

the potential effects on flood risk are likely to 

be principally associated with the 

construction phase, however we do have 

A Flood Consequence Assessment has been prepared 

(Documents 5.12.2.1 to 5.12.2.4) which demonstrates that all 

flood risks have been identified and managed accordingly 

without increasing risks elsewhere. 
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concerns regarding the siting of the potential 

locations of the sealing end compounds 

where they are in/adjacent to flood zones 

C2. The Flood Consequence Assessment 

produced must demonstrate that all flood 

risks have been identified and managed 

accordingly without increasing risks 

elsewhere. 

40 NRW advises that relevant legislation 

relating to flood risk should also refer to The 

Environmental Permitting (Amendment) 

Regulations 2016 for Flood Risk Activity 

Permits (which replace the Water 

Resources Act 1991 S.109/S.210) 

previously referred to as Flood Defence 

Consents or Land Drainage Consents. 

These apply to main rivers whilst ‘ordinary’ 

watercourse crossings/culverting will require 

a FDC from the Lead Local Flood Authority 

(Anglesey County Council or Gwynedd 

Council) under S.23 of the Land Drainage 

The 2016 Environmental Permitting has been included in 

section 2 of Chapter 12 Water Quality, Resources and Flood 

Risk (Document 5.12).   
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Act 1991. 

41 With regards to increase in future flood risk 

associated with climate change impacts, it is 

noted that reference is made to Welsh 

Government’s document ‘Adapting to 

Climate Change’ and that both sets of 

guidance referred to in the document will be 

checked and the worst case allowance 

used. It is agreed that further discussion 

regarding allowances used will be 

necessary with NRW. 

Chapter 5 EIA Consultation (Document 5.5) summarises the 

consultation and engagement that has undertaken relevant the 

EIA.  Relevant consultation is also included in the Flood 

Consequence Assessment (Documents 5.12.2.1 to 5.12.2.4).  

A draft of Chapter 12 Water Quality, Resources and Flood Risk 

(Document 5.12) and its appendices were provided for 

stakeholder review and Appendix 5.3 (Document 5.5.2.3) sets 

out how comments have been taken into account.  

42 We agree that the approach/statements 

made with regards to Flood Risk associated 

with sections 1, 2, 3 & 4 (para. 9.5.33/34, 

9.5.44/45, 9.5.52/53 and 9.5.59/60) are 

appropriate. Section 5 and 6 includes 

possible sites for the Sealing End 

Compound(s). Consideration of siting the 

SEC in areas of zone A/B rather than zone 

C would be in accordance with TAN15: 

Development and Flood Risk section 6.2 

These comments have been addressed in the Flood 

Consequence Assessment (Documents 5.12.2.1 to 5.12.2.4). 
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(Justifying the location of development) 

which states, “….new development should 

be directed away from zone C and towards 

suitable land in zone A, otherwise to zone B, 

where river or coastal flooding will be less of 

an issue….”. Should the SEC’s be sited 

within a zone C area, then the FCA must 

include a detailed assessment/further 

technical assessment and the approach 

agreed with NRW to ensure that the 

baseline/proposal flood risk is understood. 

43 The Design Mitigation as proposed and 

Control Management measures relating to 

flood risk is supported and should be 

followed in the design/route. The proposed 

corridor route is not positioned within any 

serviced Flood Warning areas and as such 

any flood action plans should reflect weather 

forecasts and observed local conditions. 

This comment has been noted.  

44 NRW advises that the applicant seeks 

further advice from NRW with regard to the 

Chapter 5 EIA Consultation (Document 5.5) summarises the 

consultation and engagement that has undertaken relevant the 



Environmental Statement Appendix 5.1  
Schedule Of Responses To The Scoping Opinion 
Document Number 5.5.2.1 Page 474 

North Wales Connection Project  

Table 6: Natural Resources Wales 

Consultee and 

Section Reference  

Comment  How the comment has been addressed  

above assessments. EIA.  Relevant consultation is also included in the Flood 

Consequence Assessment (Documents 5.12.2.1 to 5.12.2.4).  

A draft of Chapter 12 Water Quality, Resources and Flood Risk 

(Document 5.12) and its appendices were provided for 

stakeholder review and Appendix 5.3 (Document 5.5.2.3) sets 

out how comments have been taken into account. 

45 Private water supplies and other 

abstractions – please note that private water 

supplies and other abstractions within the 

proposed corridor should be identified. This 

information may be available from the local 

authority. This is a non-licensed area for 

groundwater abstractions so NRW will not 

have any records irrespective of the size of 

the groundwater abstraction. A generic 50m 

source protection zone 1 (SPZ1) is operated 

around all private groundwater abstractions. 

This comment has been noted and the data has been obtained 

from the LPAs as appropriate, this is document in Chapter 11 

Geology, Hydrogeology and Ground Conditions (Document 

5.11).  

46 Impacts during the construction and 

decommissioning phases of the Grid 

connection has the potential to affect the 

hydrology within the proposed corridor, with 

This comment has been noted and Chapter 12 Water Quality, 

Resources and Flood Risk (Document 5.12) assess the 

construction, operation, maintenance and decommissioning of 
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in-direct impacts on protected sites within 

the study area. We note section 9.1.6 which 

states that the potential to affect these 

sensitive receptors will be assessed in the 

ES and the need for any mitigation 

identified. 

the Proposed Development.  

47 Impacts during the construction phase of the 

grid connection have the potential to have 

adverse impacts on groundwater dependent 

terrestrial ecosystems, particularly protected 

sites within the study area. We note section 

8.6.11 which states that the magnitude of 

effect for groundwater will be assessed in 

the ES taking standard mitigation measures 

and good practice construction techniques 

into account. 

This comment has been noted and protected sites have been 

assessed as appropriate within Chapter 9 Ecology and Nature 

Conservation (Document 5.9), Chapter 12 Water Quality, 

Resources and Flood Risk (Document 5.12) and Chapter 11 

Geology, Hydrogeology and Ground Conditions (Document 

5.11). 

48 The applicant should also be aware that 

consideration must be given as to whether 

the proposed works as part of the DCO 

application could prevent any mitigation 

measures or actions intended to achieve 

This has been taken into account in Appendix 12.5 (Document 

5.12.2.5) Water Framework Directive Assessment a draft of 

which was provided for stakeholder review and Appendix 5.3 

(Document 5.5.2.3) sets out how comments have been taken 
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Good Ecological Status (GES) / Good 

Ecological Potential (GEP) from being 

implemented, which could result in the water 

body failing to meet its objectives. 

into account. 

49 Where a scheme is considered to cause 

deterioration, or where it could contribute to 

a failure of the water body to meet GES or 

GEP, then an Article 4.7 assessment would 

be required. 

WFD classifications and objectives are taken into account, as 

the WFD water bodies themselves are receptors in the 

assessment.  The assessment of potential effects on WFD 

water bodies is based on the findings of the WFD Assessment 

which is provided in Appendix 12.5 (Document 5.12.2.5). 

50 At this stage all aspects of the WFD 

classification (ecological and chemical) need 

to be considered and screened out if 

necessary at the next stage. It is too early to 

exclude them now from the WFD 

compliance assessment. 

This has been taken into account in Appendix 12.5 (Document 

5.12.2.5) Water Framework Directive Assessment a draft of 

which was provided for stakeholder review and Appendix 5.3 

(Document 5.5.2.3) sets out how comments have been taken 

into account. 

51 NRW would want the WFD compliance 

assessment to consider WFD chemical 

status as well as ecological status/potential 

and screen out as appropriate thereafter. 

Table 9.18 and section 9.6.24 of the scoping 

This has been taken into account in Appendix 12.5 (Document 

5.12.2.5) Water Framework Directive Assessment a draft of 

which was provided for stakeholder review and Appendix 5.3 

(Document 5.5.2.3) sets out how comments have been taken 
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EIA suggests that some elements of WFD 

chemical status (Priority hazardous 

substances and Priority substances) and 

WFD ecological status (Specific Pollutants) 

would not be affected, however with the 

information provided to date NRW consider 

it is too early in the process to decide this 

until full details of the work including exact 

routes and methodologies are available. 

into account. 

52 Section 9.6.22 identifies that a single WFD 

Compliance Assessment report is to be 

prepared and presented in the ES. The 

report will be comprised of information from 

more than one chapter in the ES (Water 

quality, resources and flood risk and 

Hydrogeology, Ecology and nature 

conservation). NRW advises the applicant to 

seek further advice from NRW on the 

preparation and completion of this report. 

This has been taken into account in Appendix 12.5 (Document 

5.12.2.5) Water Framework Directive Assessment a draft of 

which was provided for stakeholder review and Appendix 5.3 

(Document 5.5.2.3) sets out how comments have been taken 

into account. 

53 Water Watch Wales has maps of the 

waterbodies and associated data: 

This comment has been noted. 
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http://waterwatchwales.naturalresourceswal

es.gov.uk/en/ Please contact NRW for 

further advice and any updates/knowledge 

that may be available since publication of 

this data and the updated Western Wales 

River Basin Management Plan. 

54 With regard to fluvial geomorphology, NRW 

can provide further advice with regard to the 

expected baseline assessments to inform 

the ES. NRW can also provide further 

advice with regard to mitigation where any 

watercourses are affected. 

This comment has been noted.  

Air Quality  

55 As noted in chapter “11.7 potential effects” 

the project has the potential to affect air 

quality and have in-direct effects on 

protected sites (e.g. SSSIs, SACs, SPAs, 

Ramsar sites) during the construction phase 

(due to both air pollution and dust). We 

advise that the ES should fully assess 

The ES has assessed the impacts of air pollution and dust on 

protected sites, this is set out in Chapter 9 Ecology and Nature 

Conservation (Document 5.9) and Chapter 14 Air Quality 

(Document 5.14) as appropriate.  

http://waterwatchwales.naturalresourceswales.gov.uk/en/
http://waterwatchwales.naturalresourceswales.gov.uk/en/
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impacts of air pollution and dust on 

protected sites. NRW would expect the ES 

to include an assessment of the amount of 

predicted pollution from the proposal against 

the relevant nitrogen critical loads and 

relevant pollution critical levels for any 

designated sites that may be affected. NRW 

can provide further advice with respect to 

the critical load levels. 

56 Table 11.1 states a value of 20 μg/m3 for 

SO2 as the objective value for the 

assessment, however an additional 

Objective Value is required, 10μg/m3 should 

be used for the protection of sensitive 

lichens within any protected site (see Table 

31 of WHO Air Quality Guidelines for 

Europe 

http://www.euro.who.int/__data/assets/pdf_fi

le/0005/74732/E71922.pdf)  

This comment has been addressed in Chapter 14 Air Quality 

(Document 5.14). 

57 Table 11.11 states the relative sensitivity of 

ecological sites is medium to low. However, 

Chapter 14 Air Quality (Document 5.14) has considered 

ecological sensitivity in line with IAQM guidance.  The 

http://www.euro.who.int/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/74732/E71922.pdf
http://www.euro.who.int/__data/assets/pdf_file/0005/74732/E71922.pdf
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the IAQM 2014 in its Box 8: Sensitivities of 

receptors to ecological effects suggests that 

the designated sites potentially affected by 

this development may be high sensitivity 

receptors or at the very least medium 

sensitivity receptors. 

sensitivity of ecologically sensitive receptors has been 

reconsidered and is now informed by the level of designation, 

as described in Section 4 and Appendix 14.2 (Document 

5.14.2.2). 

58  Section 11.6.5 in the scoping report 

indicates that dust emissions could impact 

ecological receptors within 50m from the 

construction activity, however we note that 

Box 1 of the IAQM 2014 states the distance 

to ecological receptors should be 

considered 50m from the boundary of the 

site not the activity. 

This has been addressed in Chapter 14 Air Quality (Document 

5.14). 

59 We agree with the statement in 11.6.8 that a 

quantitative dust assessment will be 

undertaken if vehicle movement increase 

over the stated amount, this will help to 

determine whether the mitigation measures 

are adequate to prevent dusts reaching the 

A draft of Chapter 14 Air Quality (Document 5.14) was 

provided for stakeholder review and Appendix 5.3 (Document 

5.5.2.3) sets out how comments have been taken into account. 



Environmental Statement Appendix 5.1  
Schedule Of Responses To The Scoping Opinion 
Document Number 5.5.2.1 Page 481 

North Wales Connection Project  

Table 6: Natural Resources Wales 

Consultee and 

Section Reference  

Comment  How the comment has been addressed  

designated sites. 

60 The impact of traffic emissions and 

pollutants to designated sites should be 

assessed based on the amount of pollutant 

that is predicted to land on the site. Although 

designed for regulated point sources the 

principles and thresholds described in the 

GOV.UK “Air emissions risk assessment for 

your environmental permit” are applicable to 

any pollutant source, including road traffic. 

The approach to assessing traffic emissions and pollutants to 

designated sites is set out in section 4 of Chapter 14 Air 

Quality (Document 5.14) 

61  It is NRW's view that a change in pollution 

contributed to a designated site by a road 

modification that is above 1% of the relevant 

Environmental Assessment Level (EAL)1 is 

potentially significant. This view is supported 

by the Institute of Air Quality Management in 

their 2009 Guidance2 and by the 

Environment Protection UK 2010 Guidance 

update3 and is consistent with the GOV.UK 

Guidance. 

This comment has been noted and has been taken into 

account as appropriate within Chapter 14 Air Quality 

(Document 5.14). 
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62 If the contribution (termed Process 

Contribution, PC) from the road traffic is 

above 1% of the relevant EAL then a further 

check is required to confirm whether this 

contribution is significant. The contribution 

from the road traffic is added to the 

background of the EAL (termed the 

Predicted Environmental Concentration 

PEC); if the PEC is above 70% of the EAL 

then a conclusion of significant effect alone 

can be assumed and an appropriate 

assessment would be required. 

This comment has been noted and has been taken into 

account as appropriate within Chapter 14 Air Quality 

(Document 5.14). 

63 For the HRA, if a Natura 2000 site is likely to 

receive a PC from the road but this is below 

1% then an assessment in combination with 

other relevant plans and projects is required. 

The road PC is added to the PC from other 

relevant plans and projects and if this 

combined PC is above 1% of the relevant 

EAL then a further check is required. This 

further check is similar to that described 

above. The combined PC of all relevant 

This comment has been noted and has been taken into 

account as appropriate within Chapter 14 Air Quality 

(Document 5.14).  The HRA Report (Document 5.23) draws 

on the findings of Chapter 14 Air Quality (Document 5.14) and 

Chapter 9 Ecology and Nature Conservation (Document 5.9) 

as appropriate in concluding no adverse effect on site integrity.  
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plans, projects and the road in question are 

added to the background of the EAL to give 

a combined PEC. If this combined PEC is 

above 70% of the EAL, then a conclusion of 

significant effect in combination is 

concluded. An appropriate assessment of 

the in combination impacts is required. 

64 For the EIA a cumulative assessment is 

required. For both Natura 2000 sites and 

SSSIs this is essentially similar to the further 

check described in the in combination 

assessment above. It can be completed at 

the same time as the in combination 

assessment. 

Inter-project cumulative effects are presented in section 10 of 

Chapter 14 Air Quality (Document 5.14) and Chapter 20 Inter-

project cumulative effects (Document 5.20). 

65 The models used to undertake the air quality 

assessments will need to include the final 

design details and a more accurate 

reflection of the Proposed Activities, prior to 

completion of the ES and HRA. 

This comment has been noted and has been taken into 

account as appropriate within Chapter 14 Air Quality 

(Document 5.14).  The HRA Report (Document 5.23) draws 

on the findings of Chapter 14 Air Quality (Document 5.14) and 

Chapter 9 Ecology and Nature Conservation (Document 5.9) 

as appropriate in concluding no adverse effect on site integrity. 
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Noise and Vibration  

66 Section 12.6.5 identifies sensitive receptors 

as human receptors, ecological receptors, 

and infrastructure receptors. NRW advise 

that the ES in support of the DCO should 

fully assess both construction and 

decommissioning impacts of noise and 

vibration on ecological receptors and on the 

special qualities of the Anglesey Area of 

Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB). Please 

note, NRW does not comment on 

assessment of impacts on human receptors 

with respect to noise and vibration with 

regard to the ES in support of the DCO, and 

we recommend that PINS liaise with the 

local authority for further advice. 

These comments have been taken into account as appropriate 

in Chapter 9 Ecology and Nature Conservation (Document 

5.9) and Chapter 15 Construction Noise and Vibration 

(Document 5.15).  Draft of these chapters where shred for 

stakeholder review and Appendix 5.3 (Document 5.5.2.3) sets 

out how these have been addressed.  

 

67 The ES will provide information on the 

protected species within the proposed 

corridor. These could include species 

protected under the Wildlife and Countryside 

Act 1981 (as amended) and the 
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Conservation of Habitats and Species 

Regulations 2010 (as amended). Bats are 

particularly at risk of disturbance from noise 

and vibration. The ES should clearly set out 

how the impacts of noise and vibration on 

protected species have been assessed and 

detail any required mitigation and/or 

compensation. If a European protected 

species is likely to be affected, please see 

paragraphs 25 to 29 above. 

Cumulative Effects  

68 In assessing the potential impacts of the 

proposed development, the EIA must 

consider the potential cumulative impacts of 

the development along with other 

developments and activities that already 

exist, or have planning permission, or are 

otherwise reasonably foreseeable. The 

Cumulative Impact Assessment (CIA) 

should not be restricted to activities that are 

part of ‘project’ developments but should 

Intra-project cumulative effects are presented in Chapter 19 

Intra-project cumulative effects (Document 5.19) and Inter-

project cumulative effects with other developments is set out in 

Chapter 20 Inter-project cumulative effects (Document 5.20).   

Drafts of these chapters were shred for stakeholder review and 

Appendix 5.3 (Document 5.5.2.3) sets out how these have 

been addressed.  
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look to evaluate other activities that would 

not be considered to be part of a project 

against the activities associated with the grid 

connection. It should be noted that it is not 

necessarily only ‘major’ projects that have 

significant impacts on the environment, and 

interaction between two or more 

activities/developments may exert an effect 

in combination/cumulatively. 

69 Table 17.1: Potential for Combined effects 

refers to topic specific study areas. The 

applicant should note that these areas 

should be defined to include influences that 

may occur at a level that is insignificant 

when considering a single activity but may 

become significant once combined with the 

effects of other activities. Similarly, when 

selecting residual effects after mitigation has 

been applied, it is important to recognise 

that the residual level of effect after 

mitigation may change in significance once 

an effect from another activity has been 

Intra-project cumulative effects are presented in Chapter 19 

Intra-project cumulative effects (Document 5.19) and Inter-

project cumulative effects with other developments is set out in 

Chapter 20 Inter-project cumulative effects (Document 5.20). 

Chapter 21(Document 5.21) sets out the combined effects 

with the wider works.  Drafts of these chapters which included 

the proposed methodology for assessment were shred for 

stakeholder review and Appendix 5.3 (Document 5.5.2.3) sets 

out how these have been addressed. 
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applied. Such effects would then need to be 

re-screened back into the Cumulative 

Impact Assessment. 

CEMP 

70 We note that the EIA Scoping report 

includes a draft Construction Environmental 

Management Plan (Appendix 4.1) which 

makes reference to a Site Waste 

Management Plan, a Pollution Incident 

Control Plan, along with the adoption of 

pollution prevention guidance (PPG), and a 

water management plan for the Menai strait 

crossing. NRW would advise that a 

Materials Management Plan is also 

produced. NRW advise that the ES 

submitted as part of the DCO application 

should include sufficient information to 

assess the likely impacts and should also 

provide details of the mitigation measures to 

be undertaken (and which form part of these 

plans/strategies) i.e. only referencing the 

An Outline Materials Management Plan (Document 7.12) has 

been produced and included with the DCO Application, this is 

secured by Requirement 6 of the draft DCO (Document 2.1).  

A draft of this plan was shred for stakeholder review and 

Appendix 5.3 (Document 5.5.2.3) sets out how these have 

been addressed.  The Schedule of Mitigation (Document 5.28) 

identifies where each of the mitigation measures relied on in 

the EIA are secured.   
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required plans/strategies in the ES will not 

be sufficient. The applicant should include 

sufficient detail in the ES and HRA to 

demonstrate that it has considered all the 

potential impacts and has provided details of 

mitigation, including pollution prevention 

strategies. 

71 With regard to the above point, NRW advise 

that the impacts of waste generated during 

both the construction and decommissioning 

phases should be fully assessed in the ES. 

The applicant should be aware that there 

are a limited number of permitted waste 

sites within the vicinity of the Project and 

that this should be considered when 

assessing the type and volume of waste that 

will be generated. The applicant should also 

be aware that a lack of waste options may 

also impact on the applicant’s transport 

strategy and assessments of traffic volumes. 

With regard to the crossing of the strait if the 

tunnelling option is considered this has the 

The material arising from and required to construct the 

Proposed Development has been taken into account in 

determining the traffic volumes in Chapter 13 Traffic and 

Transport (Document 5.13) which have been assessed across 

a number of the technical chapters.  An Outline Waste 

Management Plan (Document 7.11) has been produced and 

included with the DCO Application, this is secured by 

Requirement 6 of the draft DCO (Document 2.1).  A draft of 

this plan was shred for stakeholder review and Appendix 5.3 

(Document 5.5.2.3) sets out how these have been addressed. 
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potential to generate a large amount of 

waste and should be fully assessed in the 

ES. 
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General Approach  The EIA should give consideration to best 

practice guidance such as the Government’s 

Good Practice Guide for EIA1. It is important 

that the EIA identifies and assesses the 

potential public health impacts of the 

activities at, and emissions from, the 

installation. Assessment should consider the 

development, operational, and 

decommissioning phases. 

Health impacts are considered in the Well-being Report 

(Document 5.27), which draws upon health related topics 

assessed in the Environmental Statement (Volume 5) (air 

quality, noise etc.).  

It is not PHE’s role to undertake these 

assessments on behalf of promoters as this 

would conflict with PHE’s role as an 

impartial and independent body. 

Noted 

Consideration of alternatives (including 

alternative sites, choice of process, and the 

phasing of construction) is widely regarded 

as good practice. Ideally, EIA should start at 

the stage of site and process selection, so 

that the environmental merits of practicable 

alternatives can be properly considered. 

Where this is undertaken, the main 

Details about the main alternatives considered, and details of 

how environmental factors influenced both the selection and 

design of the Proposed Project, are included in Chapter 2: 

Alternatives, Project History and Non Statutory Consultation 

(Document 5.2) 
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alternatives considered should be outlined in 

the ES2. 

The following text covers a range of issues 

that PHE would expect to be addressed by 

the promoter. However this list is not 

exhaustive and the onus is on the promoter 

to ensure that the relevant public health 

issues are identified and addressed. PHE’s 

advice and recommendations carry no 

statutory weight and constitute non-binding 

guidance. 

Noted 

Receptors  The ES should clearly identify the 

development’s location and the location and 

distance from the development of off-site 

human receptors that may be affected by 

emissions from, or activities at, the 

development. Off-site human receptors may 

include people living in residential premises; 

people working in commercial, and industrial 

premises and people using transport 

infrastructure (such as roads and railways), 

recreational areas, and publicly-accessible 

All residential properties that have potential to be significantly 

affected by any aspect of the scheme have been identified. All 

potential human receptors have been selected in line with 

current guidance and will be reported within future deliverables 

where such an assessment is undertaken. Sources arising 

from all aspects of the Proposed Project are taken into 

consideration. Intra-project effects are reported in Chapter 19: 

Intra-Project Effects (Document 5.19) 
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land. Consideration should also be given to 

environmental receptors such as the 

surrounding land, watercourses, surface and 

groundwater, and drinking water supplies 

such as wells, boreholes and water 

abstraction points. 

Impacts  arising 

from construction 

and 

decommissioning  

Any assessment of impacts arising from 

emissions due to construction and 

decommissioning should consider potential 

impacts on all receptors and describe 

monitoring and mitigation during these 

phases. Construction and decommissioning 

will be associated with vehicle movements 

and cumulative impacts should be 

accounted for. 

Air Quality impacts considered for all elements of the works 

and mitigation measures described both Chapter 14 Air Quality 

(Document 5.14) and in the CEMP (Document 7.4). 

We would expect the promoter to follow best 

practice guidance during all phases from 

construction to decommissioning to ensure 

appropriate measures are in place to 

mitigate any potential impact on health from 

emissions (point source, fugitive and traffic-

related). An effective Construction 

Air Quality control measures described with the CEMP 

(Document 7.4) are in line with best practice published by the 

Institute of Air Quality Management (IAQM). There is no 

proposal at this stage to develop a DEMP, as decommissioning 

would not take place for many decades, and requirements are 

likely to change significantly over this period; however as the 

majority of impacts arising from decommissioning are likely to 
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Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) 

(and Decommissioning Environmental 

Management Plan (DEMP)) will help provide 

reassurance that activities are well 

managed. The promoter should ensure that 

there are robust mechanisms in place to 

respond to any complaints of traffic-related 

pollution, during construction, operation, and 

decommissioning of the facility. 

be the same or similar to those arising during construction, it is 

considered that the CEMP is a suitable proxy at this stage. Air 

quality assessment of pollutant emission sources is being 

undertaken in line with current guidance. 

Emissions to air and 

water  

Significant impacts are unlikely to arise from 

installations which employ Best Available 

Techniques (BAT) and which meet 

regulatory requirements concerning 

emission limits and design parameters. 

However, PHE has a number of comments 

regarding emissions in order that the EIA 

provides a comprehensive assessment of 

potential impacts. 

Noted 

When considering a baseline (of existing 

environmental quality) and in the 

assessment and future monitoring of 

impacts these:  

Emissions are only likely during construction and 

decommissioning, and result from vehicles, emergency 

generators and in the form of dust. All of these sources are 

considered in Chapter 14 Air Quality (Document 5.14) which 
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 should include appropriate screening 

assessments and detailed dispersion 

modelling where this is screened as 

necessary 

 should encompass all pollutants which 

may be emitted by the installation in 

combination with all pollutants arising 

from associated development and 

transport, ideally these should be 

considered in a single holistic 

assessment 

 should consider the construction, 

operational, and decommissioning 

phases 

 should consider the typical operational 

emissions and emissions from start-up, 

shut-down, abnormal operation and 

accidents when assessing potential 

impacts and include an assessment of 

worst-case impacts 

 should fully account for fugitive emissions 

 should include appropriate estimates of 

also considers cumulative effects with other developments.  
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background levels 

 should identify cumulative and 

incremental impacts (i.e. assess 

cumulative impacts from multiple 

sources), including those arising from 

associated development, other existing 

and proposed development in the local 

area, and new vehicle movements 

associated with the proposed 

development; associated transport 

emissions should include consideration 

of non-road impacts (i.e. rail, sea, and 

air) 

 should include consideration of local 

authority, Environment Agency, Defra 

national network, and any other local 

site-specific sources of monitoring data 

 should compare predicted environmental 

concentrations to the applicable standard 

or guideline value for the affected 

medium (such as UK Air Quality 

Standards and Objectives and 
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Environmental Assessment Levels) 

 If no standard or guideline value exists, 

the predicted exposure to humans should 

be estimated and compared to an 

appropriate health-based value  (a 

Tolerable Daily Intake or equivalent). 

Further guidance is provided in Annex 1 

 This should consider all applicable routes 

of exposure e.g. include consideration of 

aspects such as the deposition of 

chemicals emitted to air and their uptake 

via ingestion 

 should identify and consider impacts on 

residential areas and sensitive receptors 

(such as schools, nursing homes and 

healthcare facilities) in the area(s) which 

may be affected by emissions, this 

should include consideration of any new 

receptors arising from future 

development 

Whilst screening of impacts using qualitative 

methodologies is common practice (e.g. for 

All assessment work has been undertaken in line with industry 

guidance including guidance published by IAQM.  
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impacts arising from fugitive emissions such 

as dust), where it is possible to undertake a 

quantitative assessment of impacts then this 

should be undertaken. 

PHE’s view is that the EIA should appraise 

and describe the measures that will be used 

to control both point source and fugitive 

emissions and demonstrate that standards, 

guideline values or health-based values will 

not be exceeded due to emissions from the 

installation, as described above. This should 

include consideration of any emitted 

pollutants for which there are no set 

emission limits. When assessing the 

potential impact of a proposed installation 

on environmental quality, predicted 

environmental concentrations should be 

compared to the permitted concentrations in 

the affected media; this should include both 

standards for short and long-term exposure. 

Mitigation measures are presented in the CEMP (Document 

7.4). In Chapter 14 Air Quality (Document 5.14) consideration 

is given to permitted concentrations 

When considering a baseline (of existing air 

quality) and in the assessment and future 

Chapter 14 Air Quality (Document 5.14) s that there are no 

AQMAs in the study area. Appropriate modelling has been 
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monitoring of impacts these: 

 should include consideration of impacts 

on existing areas of poor air quality e.g. 

existing or proposed local authority Air 

Quality Management Areas (AQMAs) 

 should include modelling using 

appropriate meteorological data (i.e. 

come from the nearest suitable 

meteorological station and include a 

range of years and worst case 

conditions) 

 should include modelling taking into 

account local topography 

undertaken where necessary following published guidance.  

When considering a baseline (of existing 

water quality) and in the assessment and 

future monitoring of impacts these: 

 should include assessment of potential 

impacts on human health and not focus 

solely on ecological impacts 

 should identify and consider all routes by 

which emissions may lead to population 

exposure (e.g. surface watercourses; 

No impacts on water quality have been identified in Chapter 12 

Water Quality, Resources and Flood Risk (Document 5.12) 

that would have any potential to affect human health.   
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recreational waters; sewers; geological 

routes etc.) 

 should assess the potential off-site 

effects of emissions to groundwater (e.g. 

on aquifers used for drinking water) and 

surface water (used for drinking water 

abstraction) in terms of the potential for 

population exposure 

 should include consideration of potential 

impacts on recreational users (e.g. from 

fishing, canoeing etc) alongside 

assessment of potential exposure via 

drinking water 

Land Quality  We would expect the promoter to provide 

details of any hazardous contamination 

present on site (including ground gas) as 

part of the site condition report. 

The presence of hazardous contamination of site has been 

identified through desk study and investigation works to 

support detailed design and the EIA. The findings are 

presented in Chapter 11: Geology, Hydrogeology and Ground 

Conditions (Document 5.12) 

Emissions to and from the ground should be 

considered in terms of the previous history 

of the site and the potential of the site, once 

operational, to give rise to issues. Public 

All such potential effects are considered in Chapter 11: 

Geology, Hydrogeology and Ground Conditions (Document 

5.12) 
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health impacts associated with ground 

contamination and/or the migration of 

material off-site should be assessed3 and 

the potential impact on nearby receptors 

and control and mitigation measures should 

be outlined. 

Relevant areas outlined in the Government’s 

Good Practice Guide for EIA include:  

 effects associated with ground 

contamination that may already exist 

 effects associated with the potential for 

polluting substances that are used 

(during construction / operation) to cause 

new ground contamination issues on a 

site, for example introducing / changing 

the source of contamination 

 impacts associated with re-use of soils 

and waste soils, for example, re-use of 

site-sourced materials on-site or offsite, 

disposal of site-sourced materials offsite, 

importation of materials to the site, etc. 

The findings are presented in Chapter 11: Geology, 

Hydrogeology and Ground Conditions (Document 5.12) and 

mitigation measures required are set out in the CEMP 

(Document 7.4)  

Waste  The EIA should demonstrate compliance The waste hierarchy is considered in the Outline Waste 
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with the waste hierarchy (e.g. with respect to 

re-use, recycling or recovery and disposal). 

Management Plan (Document 7.11) and Outline Materials 

Management Plan (Document 7.12) 

For wastes arising from the installation the 

EIA should consider: 

 the implications and wider environmental 

and public health impacts of different 

waste disposal options 

 disposal route(s) and transport method(s) 

and how potential impacts on public 

health will be mitigated 

All necessary traffic movements are included in the Traffic and 

Transport chapter (Document 5.13) and the Transport 

Assessment (Document 5.13.2.1) and are also assessed in 

terms of noise and air quality effects in Chapter 14 Air Quality 

(Document 5.14) and Chapter 15 Construction Noise and 

Vibration (Document 5.15). These documents have been 

referenced in the OWMP. The assessment ends when traffic 

reaches strategic road network. This is essential to allow the 

contractor flexibility, should a new opportunity arise.  Any 

facilities used for recycling or deposition are covered by their 

own licences and permissions for traffic movements. 

Other Aspects  Within the EIA PHE would expect to see 

information about how the promoter would 

respond to accidents with potential off-site 

emissions e.g. flooding or fires, spills, leaks 

or releases off-site. Assessment of 

accidents should: identify all potential 

hazards in relation to construction, operation 

and decommissioning; include an 

assessment of the risks posed; and identify 

The risks related to flooding are considered in the Flood 

Consequences Assessment (Document 5.12.2.2). Pollution 

related mitigation is presented in the CEMP (Document 7.4). 

Electric and magnetic field issues are reported in the EMF 

Report (Document 5.25).   
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risk management measures and 

contingency actions that will be employed in 

the event of an accident in order to mitigate 

off-site effects. 

The EIA should include consideration of the 

COMAH Regulations (Control of Major 

Accident Hazards) and the Major Accident 

Off-Site Emergency Plan (Management of 

Waste from Extractive Industries) (England 

and Wales) Regulations 2009: both in terms 

of their applicability to the installation itself, 

and the installation’s potential to impact on, 

or be impacted by, any nearby installations 

themselves subject to the these 

Regulations. 

The ES has considered all applicable environmental legislation. 

Neither the COMAH Regulations (Control of Major Accident 

Hazards) nor the Major Accident Off-Site Emergency Plan 

(Management of Waste from Extractive Industries) (England 

and Wales) Regulations 2009 are applicable to the Proposed 

Development  

There is evidence that, in some cases, 

perception of risk may have a greater impact 

on health than the hazard itself. A 2009 

report4, jointly published by Liverpool John 

Moores University and the HPA, examined 

health risk perception and environmental 

problems using a number of case studies. 

Information on health and well-being is presented in the Well-

being Report (Document 5.27).  
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As a point to consider, the report suggested: 

“Estimation of community anxiety and stress 

should be included as part of every risk or 

impact assessment of proposed plans that 

involve a potential environmental hazard. 

This is true even when the physical health 

risks may be negligible.” PHE supports the 

inclusion of this information within EIAs as 

good practice. 

Electromagnetic 

fields  

There is a potential health impact 

associated with the electric and magnetic 

fields around substations and the 

connecting cables or lines. The following 

information provides a framework for 

considering the potential health impact. 

Electric and magnetic field issues are reported in the EMF 

Report (Document 5.25).   

In March 2004, the National Radiological 

Protection Board, NRPB (now part of PHE), 

published advice on limiting public exposure 

to electromagnetic fields. The advice was 

based on an extensive review of the science 

and a public consultation on its website, and 

recommended the adoption in the UK of the 
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EMF exposure guidelines published by the 

International Commission on Non-ionizing 

Radiation Protection (ICNIRP):- 

http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20

140629102627/http://www.hpa.org.uk/P 

ublications/Radiation/NPRBArchive/Docume

ntsOfTheNRPB/Absd1502/  

The ICNIRP guidelines are based on the 

avoidance of known adverse effects of 

exposure to electromagnetic fields (EMF) at 

frequencies up to 300 GHz (gigahertz), 

which includes static magnetic fields and 50 

Hz electric and magnetic fields associated 

with electricity transmission. 

PHE notes the current Government policy is 

that the ICNIRP guidelines are implemented 

in line with the terms of the EU Council 

Recommendation on limiting exposure of 

the general public (1999/519/EC): 

http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/+/

www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publichealth/Healthpr 

http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20140629102627/http:/www.hpa.org.uk/P%20ublications/Radiation/NPRBArchive/DocumentsOfTheNRPB/Absd1502/
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20140629102627/http:/www.hpa.org.uk/P%20ublications/Radiation/NPRBArchive/DocumentsOfTheNRPB/Absd1502/
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20140629102627/http:/www.hpa.org.uk/P%20ublications/Radiation/NPRBArchive/DocumentsOfTheNRPB/Absd1502/
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20140629102627/http:/www.hpa.org.uk/P%20ublications/Radiation/NPRBArchive/DocumentsOfTheNRPB/Absd1502/
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/+/www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publichealth/Healthpr%20otection/DH_4089500
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/+/www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publichealth/Healthpr%20otection/DH_4089500
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otection/DH_4089500  

For static magnetic fields, the latest ICNIRP 

guidelines (2009) recommend that acute 

exposure of the general public should not 

exceed 400 mT (millitesla), for any part of 

the body, although the previously 

recommended value of 40 mT is the value 

used in the Council Recommendation. 

However, because of potential indirect 

adverse effects, ICNIRP recognises that 

practical policies need to be implemented to 

prevent inadvertent harmful exposure of 

people with implanted electronic medical 

devices and implants containing 

ferromagnetic materials, and injuries due to 

flying ferromagnetic objects, and these 

considerations can lead to much lower 

restrictions, such as 0.5 mT as advised by 

the International Electrotechnical 

Commission. 

At 50 Hz, the known direct effects include 

those of induced currents in the body on the 

central nervous system (CNS) and indirect 

http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/+/www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publichealth/Healthpr%20otection/DH_4089500
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effects include the risk of painful spark 

discharge on contact with metal objects 

exposed to the field. The ICNIRP 

guidelines give reference levels for public 

exposure to 50 Hz electric and magnetic 

fields, and these are respectively 5 kV m−1 

(kilovolts per metre) and 100 μT 

(microtesla). If people are not exposed to 

field strengths above these levels, direct 

effects on the CNS should be avoided and 

indirect effects such as the risk of painful 

spark discharge will be small. The reference 

levels are not in themselves limits but 

provide guidance for assessing compliance 

with the basic restrictions and reducing the 

risk of indirect effects. Further clarification 

on advice on exposure guidelines for 50 Hz 

electric and magnetic fields is provided in 

the following note on the HPA website: 

http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20

140714084352/http://www.hpa.org.uk/T 

opics/Radiation/UnderstandingRadiation/Inf

http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20140714084352/http:/www.hpa.org.uk/T%20opics/Radiation/UnderstandingRadiation/InformationSheets/info_IcnirpExpGuidelines/
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20140714084352/http:/www.hpa.org.uk/T%20opics/Radiation/UnderstandingRadiation/InformationSheets/info_IcnirpExpGuidelines/
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20140714084352/http:/www.hpa.org.uk/T%20opics/Radiation/UnderstandingRadiation/InformationSheets/info_IcnirpExpGuidelines/
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ormationSheets/info_IcnirpExpGuidelines/   

The Department of Energy and Climate 

Change has also published voluntary code 

of practices which set out key principles for 

complying with the ICNIRP guidelines for 

the industry. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/sys

tem/uploads/attachment_data/file/37447/ 

1256-code-practice-emf-public-exp-

guidelines.pdf  

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/sys

tem/uploads/attachment_data/file/48309/ 

1255-code-practice-optimum-phasing-

power-lines.pdf  

There is concern about the possible effects 

of long-term exposure to electromagnetic 

fields, including possible carcinogenic 

effects at levels much lower than those 

given in the ICNIRP guidelines. In the NRPB 

advice issued in 2004, it was concluded that 

the studies that suggest health effects, 

including those concerning childhood 

http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20140714084352/http:/www.hpa.org.uk/T%20opics/Radiation/UnderstandingRadiation/InformationSheets/info_IcnirpExpGuidelines/
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/37447/
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/37447/
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/48309/
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/48309/
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leukaemia, could not be used to derive 

quantitative guidance on restricting 

exposure. However, the results of these 

studies represented uncertainty in the 

underlying evidence base, and taken 

together with people’s concerns, provided a 

basis for providing an additional 

recommendation for Government to 

consider the need for further precautionary 

measures, particularly with respect to the 

exposure of children to power frequency 

magnetic fields. 

The Stakeholder Advisory Group on ELF 

EMFs (SAGE) was then set up to take this 

recommendation forward, explore the 

implications for a precautionary approach to 

extremely low frequency electric and 

magnetic fields (ELF EMFs), and to make 

practical recommendations to Government. 

In the First Interim Assessment of the 

Group, consideration was given to mitigation 

options such as the 'corridor option' near 

power lines, and optimal phasing to reduce 
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electric and magnetic fields. A Second 

Interim Assessment addresses electricity 

distribution systems up to 66 kV. The SAGE 

reports can be found at the following link: 

http://sagedialogue.org.uk/ (go to 

“Document Index” and Scroll to 

SAGE/Formal reports with 

recommendations)  

The Agency has given advice to Health 

Ministers on the First Interim Assessment of 

SAGE regarding precautionary approaches 

to ELF EMFs and specifically regarding 

power lines and property, wiring and 

electrical equipment in homes: 

http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20

140629102627/http://www.hpa.org.uk/P 

ublications/Radiation/HPAResponseStatem

entsOnRadiationTopics/rpdadvice_sage/  

The evidence to date suggests that in 

general there are no adverse effects on the 

health of the population of the UK caused by 

exposure to ELF EMFs below the guideline 

http://sagedialogue.org.uk/
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20140629102627/http:/www.hpa.org.uk/P%20ublications/Radiation/HPAResponseStatementsOnRadiationTopics/rpdadvice_sage/
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20140629102627/http:/www.hpa.org.uk/P%20ublications/Radiation/HPAResponseStatementsOnRadiationTopics/rpdadvice_sage/
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20140629102627/http:/www.hpa.org.uk/P%20ublications/Radiation/HPAResponseStatementsOnRadiationTopics/rpdadvice_sage/
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20140629102627/http:/www.hpa.org.uk/P%20ublications/Radiation/HPAResponseStatementsOnRadiationTopics/rpdadvice_sage/
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levels. The scientific evidence, as reviewed 

by PHE, supports the view that 

precautionary measures should address 

solely the possible association with 

childhood leukaemia and not other more 

speculative health effects. The measures 

should be proportionate in that overall 

benefits outweigh the fiscal and social costs, 

have a convincing evidence base to show 

that they will be successful in reducing 

exposure, and be effective in providing 

reassurance to the public. 

The Government response to the First 

SAGE Interim Assessment is given in the 

written Ministerial Statement by Gillian 

Merron, then Minister of State, Department 

of Health, published on 16th October 2009: 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm

200809/cmhansrd/cm091016/wmstext/9 

1016m0001.htm  

http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20

130107105354/http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/ 

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091016/wmstext/9%201016m0001.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091016/wmstext/9%201016m0001.htm
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200809/cmhansrd/cm091016/wmstext/9%201016m0001.htm
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20130107105354/http:/www.dh.gov.uk/en/
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20130107105354/http:/www.dh.gov.uk/en/
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Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/Public

ationsPolicyAndGuidance/DH_107124   

HPA and Government responses to the 

Second Interim Assessment of SAGE are 

available at the following links: 

http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20

140629102627/http://www.hpa.org.uk/P 

ublications/Radiation/HPAResponseStatem

entsOnRadiationTopics/rpdadvice_sage2 /  

http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstat

istics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAn 

dGuidance/DH_130703  

The above information provides a 

framework for considering the health impact 

associated with the proposed development, 

including the direct and indirect effects of 

the electric and magnetic fields as indicated 

above. 

Liaison with other 

stakeholders 

Comments should be sought from: 

 the local authority for matters relating to 

noise, odour, vermin and dust nuisance 

All prescribed consultees were being consulted under Section 

42 of the Planning Act 2008. The consultation is summarised in 

the Consultation Report (Document 6.1). Note that 

http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20140629102627/http:/www.hpa.org.uk/P%20ublications/Radiation/HPAResponseStatementsOnRadiationTopics/rpdadvice_sage2%20/
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20140629102627/http:/www.hpa.org.uk/P%20ublications/Radiation/HPAResponseStatementsOnRadiationTopics/rpdadvice_sage2%20/
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20140629102627/http:/www.hpa.org.uk/P%20ublications/Radiation/HPAResponseStatementsOnRadiationTopics/rpdadvice_sage2%20/
http://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/20140629102627/http:/www.hpa.org.uk/P%20ublications/Radiation/HPAResponseStatementsOnRadiationTopics/rpdadvice_sage2%20/
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAn%20dGuidance/DH_130703
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAn%20dGuidance/DH_130703
http://www.dh.gov.uk/en/Publicationsandstatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAn%20dGuidance/DH_130703
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 the local authority regarding any site 

investigation and subsequent 

construction (and remediation) proposals 

to ensure that the site could not be 

determined a ‘contaminated land’ under 

Part 2A of the Environmental Protection 

Act 

  the local authority regarding any impacts 

on existing or proposed Air Quality 

Management Areas 

 the Food Standards Agency for matters 

relating to the impact on human health of 

pollutants deposited on land used for 

growing food/ crops 

 the Environment Agency for matters 

relating to flood risk and releases with the 

potential to impact on surface and 

groundwaters 

 the Environment Agency for matters 

relating to waste characterisation and 

acceptance 

 the Clinical Commissioning Groups, NHS 

Environment Agency Wales has been replaced by Natural 

Resources Wales (NRW).  
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commissioning Boards and Local 

Planning Authority for matters relating to 

wider public health 

Environmental 

Permitting  

Amongst other permits and consents, the 

development will require an environmental 

permit from the Environment Agency to 

operate (under the Environmental Permitting 

(England and Wales) Regulations 2010). 

Therefore the installation will need to comply 

with the requirements of best available 

techniques (BAT). PHE is a consultee for 

bespoke environmental permit applications 

and will respond separately to any such 

consultation. 

The ES and Application has taken into consideration all 

requirements under prevailing environmental legislation. Note 

that Environment Agency Wales has been replaced by Natural 

Resources Wales (NRW). 

Annex 1 

Human health risk 

assessment 

(chemical 

pollutants) 

The points below are cross-cutting and 

should be considered when undertaking a 

human health risk assessment: 

 The promoter should consider including 

Chemical Abstract Service (CAS) 

numbers alongside chemical names, 

Noted, however these matters are not considered relevant to 

the Proposed Development  
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where referenced in the ES 

 Where available, the most recent United 

Kingdom standards for the appropriate 

media (e.g. air, water, and/or soil) and 

health-based guideline values should be 

used when quantifying the risk to human 

health from chemical pollutants. Where 

UK standards or guideline values are not 

available, those recommended by the 

European Union or World Health 

Organisation can be used 

 When assessing the human health risk of 

a chemical emitted from a facility or 

operation, the background exposure to 

the chemical from other sources should 

be taken into account 

 When quantitatively assessing the health 

risk of genotoxic and carcinogenic 

chemical pollutants PHE does not favour 

the use of mathematical models to 

extrapolate from high dose levels used in 

animal carcinogenicity studies to well 
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below the observed region of a dose-

response relationship. When only animal 

data are available, we recommend that 

the ‘Margin of Exposure’ (MOE) 

approach5 is used 
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Table 8: Snowdonia National Park Authority     

Comment  How the comment has been addressed  

The Snowdonia National Park Authority has previously made its 

views known to National Grid on the various options for upgrading 

the grid connections from the proposed new nuclear power station 

at Wylfa. Whilst it is considered that there may be no significant 

visual impacts on views out of the Snowdonia National Park the 

Authority has previously indicated its concerns regarding the 

potential for adverse visual impacts on views into Snowdonia from 

various parts of the island. See extract below from a letter to 

National Grid dated 13/12/2012 

A number of viewpoints have now been identified and are 

included in Appendix 8.2 Viewpoint Assessment (Document 

5.8.2.2).  These include viewpoints within Snowdonia and the 

surrounding Open Access Land and SLA as well as many 

which consider the views towards Snowdonia. 

“The Authority has some concerns on National Grid’s preferred 

option of overgrounding the new overhead double circuit from 

Wylfa to Pentir. It would have preferred that the option of the 

undersea High Voltage Direct Current route from Wylfa to Deeside 

(as set out in our letter dated 16/11/2011). 

Figure 7.3 (Document 5.7.1.3) illustrates Anglesey Area of 

Outstanding Natural Beauty and its Setting and Figure 7.4 

(Document 5.7.1.4) illustrates Snowdonia National Park and 

its Setting.  These designations have been assessed and 

section 9 of Chapter 7 Landscape sets out the mitigation and 

residual effects (Document 5.7).  

Any overground route could impact adversely on the landscapes 

and designated areas of Anglesey such as the AONB. There is 

also the potential to affect the National Park’s broader landscape 

setting - the high mountains of Snowdonia are visible over long 

distances and provide a dramatic backdrop to views from 

Anglesey. The new overhead line, in combination with onshore 

windfarms and individual wind turbines which are currently being 
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Table 8: Snowdonia National Park Authority     

Comment  How the comment has been addressed  

proposed, has the potential to harm the views of the mountains of 

Snowdonia and the hills of the Llyn AONB from many parts of the 

island.” 

The Authority would therefore seek to ensure that the Landscape 

and Visual Impact Assessment carried out as part of the 

Environmental Statement takes account of these concerns. 

 

 

  



Environmental Statement Appendix 5.1  
Schedule Of Responses To The Scoping Opinion 
Document Number 5.5.2.1 Page 518 

North Wales Connection Project  

Table 9: The Coal Authority 

Comment  How the comment has been addressed  

I have reviewed the proposals and confirm that a very small length 

of Section 4 of the Scoping Corridor falls within the defined 

Development High Risk Area; therefore within the proposed DCO 

application site and surrounding area there are coal mining features 

and hazards which need to be considered as part of this proposal 

and its accompanying Environmental Statement 

These comments have been noted Figure 11.10 (Document 

5.11.1.10) illustrates the Coal Authority Information and 

Appendix 11.4 (Document 5.11.2.4) provides the Coal 

Authority Report.  A review of coal mining areas within the 

study area is included in section 7 baseline conditions,   

potential effects are considered within section 8 potential 

effects and section 9 mitigation and residual effects of 

Chapter 11 Geology, Hydrogeology and Ground Conditions 

(Document 5.11).  

The Coal Authority has previously been consulted by the National 

Grid on proposed route options for this proposal and provided our 

comments to them in a letter dated 7 December 2015. 

The Coal Authority is therefore pleased to note that the EIA Scoping 

Report (May 2016) submitted by the National Grid at Chapter 8 and 

accompanying Figure 8.4 acknowledges this potential localised risk 

to land stability and includes an appropriate methodology at Section 

8.6 for undertaking an assessment of the potential risks associated 

with past coal mining activity as part of the Environmental Statement 

to accompany the DCO. 
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Table 10: Welsh Government Department for Economy and Infrastructure    

Consultee and Section 

Reference  

Comment  How the comment has been addressed  

Cadw  

 A scoping report has been prepared for the 

project and the Gwynedd Archaeological 

Planning Service and Historic Environment 

Service (Cadw) have both provided 

information which has been incorporated 

into this document. 

Noted 

The scoping corridor for the project is 2km 

from the built elements of the proposed 

project (as agreed). All designated heritage 

assets in this area have been identified, as 

have all identified non-designated assets. 

Noted 

Sections 7.6.2 to 7.6.6 of the scoping 

report outlines the proposed elements of 

the desk-study for cultural Heritage and we 

consider that these are appropriate, 

although we would expect a commitment 

that the study will be carried out by 

appropriately qualified and competent 

historic environment experts and that the 

work will conform with the Chartered 

Noted; it is confirmed that the study was undertaken by 

appropriately qualified and competent historic 

environment experts and that the work will conform with 

the Chartered Institute for Archaeologists, Standards and 

Guidance for Historic Environment Desk-Based 

Assessments. 
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Table 10: Welsh Government Department for Economy and Infrastructure    

Consultee and Section 

Reference  

Comment  How the comment has been addressed  

Institute for Archaeologists, Standards and 

Guidance for Historic Environment Desk-

Based Assessments. 

Section 7.6.7 of the report notes that there 

will be a need to consider the extent of 

geophysical survey with Gwynedd 

Archaeological Planning Service once the 

initial desk-based survey has been carried 

out and we consider that this is 

appropriate. 

Geophysical Survey has been completed over a survey 

area agreed with Gwynedd Archaeological Planning 

Service (GAPS) and the report on the results is included 

within the ES Chapter as Appendix 10.2 (Document 

5.10.2.2).   

We consider that the scoping report should 

also note that, dependant on the results of 

the desk-based assessment and/or any 

geophysical survey, archaeological 

evaluation of identified areas of potential 

archaeological risk will need to be carried 

out before the completion of the 

environmental statement. 

Trial trenching has also been completed, with trench 

locations also agreed with GAPS.  The report on the 

results is included within the ES Chapter as Appendix 

10.7 (Document 5.10.2.7).   

Sections 7.69 to 7.6.17 outline the 

approach that will be taken in regard to 

assessing the impact of the proposed 

development on the setting of heritage 

Chapter 10 Historic Environment (Document 5.10) was 

prepared with reference to Welsh Government publication 

‘Setting of Historic Assets in Wales’ adopted in May 2017 
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Table 10: Welsh Government Department for Economy and Infrastructure    

Consultee and Section 

Reference  

Comment  How the comment has been addressed  

assets. It notes that the Welsh 

Government will be issuing guidance on 

this area during the preparation of the 

environmental statement and that the 

assessment will conform with that 

guidance even if it is in draft. This is 

welcomed and we can confirm that the 

guidance will be issued in draft form during 

this Summer. 

 

7.6.18 notes that an Assessment on the 

Significance of the Impact of the 

Development on the Historic Landscape 

(ASIDOHL) will be carried out in 

accordance with current guidance in areas 

that are included in Noted the Registered 

historic Landscape. The current advice for 

ASIDOHL recommends that stages 1 to 4 

of this assessment are agreed with a 

Curator and in this instance, Cadw will be 

the Curator. 

Chapter 10 Historic Environment (Document 5.10) was 

prepared with reference to Cadw, Welsh Government and 

Countryside Council for Wales (2007) Guide to Good 

Practice on Using the Register of Landscapes of Historic 

Interest in Wales in the Planning and Development 

Process, Revised (2nd). 

Agricultural Land Classification and Planning Policy Towards the Conservation of Best and Most Versatile Agricultural Land  

 Chapter 15 sets out the proposed Noted 
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Table 10: Welsh Government Department for Economy and Infrastructure    

Consultee and Section 

Reference  

Comment  How the comment has been addressed  

approach to assessing agricultural land 

quality and addressing the NPS and 

Planning Policy Wales 4.10.1. 

In Wales Best and Most Versatile (BMV) 

agricultural land is considered to be 

strategic natural resource of special 

importance. The Applicant is expected to 

treat it as such. 

The importance of BMV is addressed in Chapter 18 

Agriculture (Document 5.18).  

Paragraph 15.2.1 box 1 states, “Areas of 

BMV will be identified in the baseline. The 

likely effects on BMV agricultural land will 

be assessed as part of the Land Use and 

Agriculture Chapter of the Environmental 

Statement”. 

Temporary and permanent loss of BMV is addressed in 

Chapter 18 Agriculture (Document 5.18). 

It is expected that the agricultural land 

quality will be assessed in accordance with 

Revised Guidelines and Criteria for 

Grading the Quality of Agricultural Land 

(MAFF 1988). 

This is correct. 
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Table 10: Welsh Government Department for Economy and Infrastructure    

Consultee and Section 

Reference  

Comment  How the comment has been addressed  

The Chapter correctly identifies there are 

no detailed Agricultural Land Classification 

(ALC) maps of Anglesey. The Provisional 

ALC Map is not appropriated to be able 

assess agricultural land quality – it does 

not distinguish between ALC grades 3a 

and 3b, it does not take account of the 

latest ALC Guidelines (MAFF 1988) and is 

not suitable for site specific purposes being 

at a scale of 1:250,000. 

In order to be able to identify BMV land, it 

is expected that detailed ALC survey would 

be commissioned. If it is not, the Applicant 

will be unable to assess and minimise the 

impact of the proposal on BMV land (ALC 

grades 1, 2 and 3a). The Chapter appears 

to accept survey work is required – 

paragraph 15.5.5. It is advised this is 

complete as possible. 

Areas of permanent BMV loss were subject to a detailed 

ALC survey.  As described in Appendix 18.1 and 

Appendix 18.2 (Document 5.18.2.1 and Document 

5.18.2.2), for areas of temporary disturbance (for example 

temporary access tracks and pylon working areas) and at 

pylon locations, ALC grading was determined using 

Provisional ALC mapping in conjunction with published 

soils data ‘Soils and their use in Wales’  and LandIS 

NATMAP data to determine the likely proportion of BMV 

land through the identification of areas of potential 

Subgrade 3a (BMV) or Subgrade 3b (non-BMV) land.  

It is also expected that the Applicant will 

identify the full soil handling methodology – 

soil stripping, storage, management, 

This information is set out in the Outline Soil Management 

Plan (Document 7.10) 
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Table 10: Welsh Government Department for Economy and Infrastructure    

Consultee and Section 

Reference  

Comment  How the comment has been addressed  

replacement and restoration. 

Planning  

 We do not have anything to add in 

response to the request for information 

relevant to drawing up a scoping decision. 

We would expect that all relevant aspects 

of national planning policy in Wales, 

contained in Planning Policy Wales and 

associated TANs/MTANs, would be 

relevant considerations when determining 

the application. 

Noted 

Transport   

 The applicant must include:- 

Structural Assessment 

1. No on-site development works shall 

be undertaken until: 

a. an assessment of the capacity and 

impact on all structures along those parts 

of the highway network which shall be 

utilised during the construction of the 

development including bridges, culverts, 

Structural assessments would be undertaken on agreed 

bridges and culverts along the construction traffic routes 

before commencement of onsite works.  

Details of any proposed infrastructure improvements 

would be discussed with the relevant local authority prior 

to AIL deliveries.  
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Table 10: Welsh Government Department for Economy and Infrastructure    

Consultee and Section 

Reference  

Comment  How the comment has been addressed  

retaining walls, embankments; and 

b. details of any improvement works 

required to such structures as a result of 

construction of the development; have 

been submitted to and approved by the 

local planning authority following 

consultation with the Welsh Government 

as Welsh trunk road highway authority or 

other relevant highway authority (as 

appropriate). The required improvement 

works identified in the assessment shall be 

completed prior to the commencement of 

any Abnormal Indivisible Load (AIL) 

deliveries to the development site. 

Condition Surveys 

2. Condition surveys of all highway 

features along those parts of the 

highway network which shall be 

utilised during the construction of 

the development shall be 

undertaken prior to, during and on 

Condition surveys would be undertaken on agreed 

carriageways and public rights of way prior to 

commencement of the Proposed Project as set out in the 

Outline Construction Traffic Management Plan (OCTMP) 

provided as Document 7.5.  
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Table 10: Welsh Government Department for Economy and Infrastructure    

Consultee and Section 

Reference  

Comment  How the comment has been addressed  

completion of the construction 

phase of the development. The 

survey reports shall be submitted to 

and approved by the local planning 

authority following consultation with 

the Welsh Government as Welsh 

trunk road highway authority or 

other relevant highway authority (as 

appropriate) within 28 days of the 

surveys. 

Liability for Incidental Damage 

3. Prior to the commencement of 

development works, a scheme to 

provide for the remediation of any 

incidental damage directly 

attributable to the development to 

the parts of the highway network 

which will be utilised during the 

construction of the development 

including street furniture, structures, 

highway verge and carriageway 

surfaces shall be submitted to and 

approved by the local planning 

A scheme to provide for the remediation of any incidental 

damage would be agreed with the relevant local authority, 

as set out in the Outline Construction Traffic Management 

Plan (OCTMP) provided as Document 7.5.  



Environmental Statement Appendix 5.1  
Schedule Of Responses To The Scoping Opinion 
Document Number 5.5.2.1 Page 527 

North Wales Connection Project  

Table 10: Welsh Government Department for Economy and Infrastructure    

Consultee and Section 

Reference  

Comment  How the comment has been addressed  

authority following consultation with 

the Welsh Government as Welsh 

trunk road highway authority or 

other relevant highway authority (as 

appropriate). The scheme shall be 

implemented as approved 

throughout the construction phase 

of the development. 

Traffic Management Plan 

4. AILs associated with the 

development shall be delivered 

strictly in accordance with a Traffic 

Management Plan (TMP) as shall 

be agreed with the relevant highway 

authority. In this respect, the TMP 

shall be submitted to and approved 

in writing by Welsh Government as 

Welsh trunk road highway authority 

or other relevant highway authority 

(as appropriate) prior to the 

commencement of any works. The 

TMP shall include: 

An Outline Construction Traffic Management Plan 

(OCTMP) is provided as Document 7.5. The OCTMP 

adheres to ESDAL’s guidance on AIL movements and the 

Welsh Government’s recommendations.  
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Table 10: Welsh Government Department for Economy and Infrastructure    

Consultee and Section 

Reference  

Comment  How the comment has been addressed  

a. proposals for transporting AILs from 

their point of entry to the Welsh 

trunk road network to the site that minimise 

any impact on the safety 

and free flow of trunk road traffic; 

b. evidence of trial runs that mimic the 

movement of the worst case AILs along 

the access route; 

c. number and size of AILs, including 

loaded dimensions and weights; 

d. number and composition of AIL 

convoys, including anticipated escort 

arrangements; 

e. methodology for managing trunk road 

traffic during AIL deliveries, 

including identification of passing places 

and holding areas as 
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Table 10: Welsh Government Department for Economy and Infrastructure    

Consultee and Section 

Reference  

Comment  How the comment has been addressed  

necessary; 

f. convoy contingency plans in the event of 

incidents or emergencies; 

g. estimated convoy journey durations and 

timings along the route, 

including release of forecast traffic queues; 

h. swept path analysis modelling the 

movement of the worst case AILs at all 

potential horizontal and vertical constraints 

along the access route; 

i. proposals for the temporary or 

permanent modification of any affected 

street furniture along the access route and 

details of how this would be managed; 

j. plans for the reinstatement of any 

temporary works after completion of the 

construction phase; 

k. land ownership must be clarified on all 
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Table 10: Welsh Government Department for Economy and Infrastructure    

Consultee and Section 

Reference  

Comment  How the comment has been addressed  

drawings showing proposed 

highway modifications. The developer shall 

be responsible for the 

acquisition and reinstatement of all third 

party land including reinstatement of 

boundary features; 

l. proposals to liaise with all relevant 

stakeholders and members of the public 

regarding construction traffic and AIL 

movements; 

m. consideration of the cumulative impact 

of other wind farm schemes proposing to 

use all of part of the same access route. 

5. AILs associated with the 

maintenance and decommissioning 

of the development shall leave the 

site strictly in accordance with a 

TMP as shall be agreed with the 

relevant highway authority. In this 

Agreed. 
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Table 10: Welsh Government Department for Economy and Infrastructure    

Consultee and Section 

Reference  

Comment  How the comment has been addressed  

respect, the TMP shall be submitted 

to and approved in writing by Welsh 

Government as Welsh trunk road 

highway authority or other relevant 

highway authority (as appropriate) 

prior to the commencement of any 

removal, replacement of 

decommissioning works. 

Highway Works 

6. No development works shall be 

undertaken until full details of any 

highway works associated with the 

construction of layover areas, 

passing places and highway 

improvements as agreed with the 

relevant highway authority including: 

a. the detailed design of any works; 

b. geometric layout; 

c. construction methods; 

Highway works will be agreed with the relevant authority, 

as set out in the Outline Construction Traffic Management 

Plan (OCTMP) provided as Document 7.5. 
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Table 10: Welsh Government Department for Economy and Infrastructure    

Consultee and Section 

Reference  

Comment  How the comment has been addressed  

d. drainage; and 

e. street lighting; 

have been submitted to and approved in 

writing by the local planning authority 

following consultation with the Welsh 

Government as Welsh trunk road highway 

authority or other relevant highway 

authority (as appropriate). The highway 

works shall be completed in accordance 

with the approved details prior to the 

commencement of any AIL deliveries to 

the development site. 

7. No development works shall be 

undertaken until the developer 

demonstrate rights of access to all 

proposed works that are not part of 

the highway network to the 

satisfaction of the local planning 

authority. 

Noted. 

Road Safety Audit A road safety assessment and road safety audits have 
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Table 10: Welsh Government Department for Economy and Infrastructure    

Consultee and Section 

Reference  

Comment  How the comment has been addressed  

8. The applicant shall undertake a 

Road Safety Audit of the scheme 

(Stages 1 – 4) in accordance with 

the Design Manual for Roads and 

Bridges HD 19/15. The applicant 

shall agree the required measures 

with the Welsh Government as 

Welsh trunk road highway authority 

or other relevant highway authority 

(as appropriate) prior to the 

commencement of works on site. 

been undertaken by independent road safety auditors and 

have been used to inform access provision. 

Section 278 Agreement 

9. The applicant shall enter into an 

Agreement with the Welsh Ministers 

under Section 278 of the Highways 

Act 1980 to enable the Applicant to 

undertake agreed improvement 

works on the trunk road. This 

Agreement will contain details of the 

improvement works, construction 

conditions and financial 

arrangements under which agreed 

Noted. 
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Table 10: Welsh Government Department for Economy and Infrastructure    

Consultee and Section 

Reference  

Comment  How the comment has been addressed  

measures can be put in place, 

including indemnifying the Welsh 

Ministers against third party claims. 

Without such an agreement in 

place, any consent that may be 

granted cannot be implemented. 

Access onto the Trunk Road 

10. Any new or temporary 

access/junction onto the trunk road 

network shall meet the standards 

required by the Design Manual for 

Roads and Bridges (DMRB). 

11. The applicant shall provide wheel-

washing facilities or an alternative 

method to be approved by the 

Welsh Government at the site exit. 

Such facilities shall thereafter 

remain available during the 

construction stage and be used by 

all vehicles exiting the site. 

12. Adequate provision shall be made 

Noted. The proposals for wheel wash facilities and other 

washing facilities are set out in the CEMP (Document 

7.4). Vehicles would not need to leave site in reverse.  
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Table 10: Welsh Government Department for Economy and Infrastructure    

Consultee and Section 

Reference  

Comment  How the comment has been addressed  

within the development to enable 

vehicles to turn around, so they may 

enter and leave the site in a forward 

gear. 

Transport Assessment / Transport Model 

Details 

13. A transport assessment must be 

generated including a suitable 

model, which includes permitted 

development. 

The Transport Assessment is provided as Appendix 13.1 

of the ES (Document 5.13.2.1), which includes details of 

the agreed modelling work undertaken. 

Signing 

14. Any proposed non-prescribed traffic 

signs (including bilingual signs) will 

require authorisation by the Welsh 

Government. 

15. Signs and their placement should 

be in accordance with the Traffic 

Signs Manual. 

Traffic management signage would be in accordance with 

the Traffic Signs Regulations and General Directions 

(TSRGD) 2016 and Traffic Signs Manual Chapter 8. 

Signs would be bi-lingual, with messages written in Welsh 

above English on the sign face. Other commitments 

related to signage are set out in the Outline Construction 

Traffic Management Plan (OCTMP) provided as 

Document 7.5 
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Consultee and Section 
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Comment  How the comment has been addressed  

16.  No permanent sign or structure, 

shall overhang the adjoining 

footway at a vertical height of lower 

than 2.61m from the surface of the 

footway, 2.60m vertical clearance 

should be maintained at all times; 

17.  No permanent sign or structure, 

shall be horizontally within 800mm 

of the kerb face of the carriageway; 

18.  No direct source of light from the 

illuminatory gear for any sign or 

feature illumination shall be visible 

from any part of the adjoining public 

highway; 

19. No signs/posters etc. associated 

with the business, either temporary 

or permanent, shall be located on 

the public highway. 
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